The most common question I am asked is how am I related to someone who has sent me an e-mail.  Sometimes I can provide an answer if the inquiry is from someone who is a direct relative.  However, usually I am unable to answer the question because the relationship is too remote for my computer program to make an identification.  The latter may be the case for your inquiry.

Perhaps if I explain my data you will have a better understanding of what I am saying.  I began investigating my direct family back in the 1960s.  At that time I found it difficult to find the needed resources.  In 2001 I returned to the quest and this time I had the advantage of the Internet and the many resources that it offers.  As I renewed my efforts, I kept running across families that I had known as I was growing-up in Port Royal, Juniata County, PA.  I decided that once the information on these connecting families was uncovered, it was a waste to not capture it.  So, I decided that I would concentrate on families in Juniata and neighboring Perry County, PA and try to connect as many families as possible.

I established a rule, I would only add a person if there was someone in my existing data that they could be connected to by birth, adoption or marriage.  Because of this, everyone in the data is somehow related to everyone else in the data, but with over 107,000 names, it is too time consuming and almost impossible to explain the relationship of most of these people to myself.  Thus instead of the data encompassing just my immediate family, it encompasses a whole host of core families that are all interrelated.  It is my guess that if the connections and interconnections could be graphed, it would create one very dense spider web.

The following have been great aids in my quest thus far:


WorldConnect Project of RootsWeb


Surname File of Juniata County Historical Society, Mifflintown, PA


Flickinger Families of the United States


Hench Family in America


Biographical Encyclopedia of the Juniata Valley

I know that there are errors in my data and I correct them as soon as I am aware of them.  I am always pleased to receive additional information, especially if it is centered in Juniata and Perry Counties of Pennsylvania.  Sometimes I find conflicts that I am unable to resolve, (i.e. Census has one birth year, obituary has another and tombstone age calculates to a third), I try to select the most reliable one and explain the conflict in a note.

Hopefully you can understand why I can’t give you a more precise answer to your question.

Ray Kohler

How to find and search my data:

Begin by going to: www.rootsweb.com
Click on “Family Trees” on the banner just under the Roots Web logo.

On the left side of the page, in the second search window titled “or jump to specific data base” type in the word: raykohler.  This is all one word with no space nor upper case letters.  Then click on the GO button.

This will take you to a page titled: “Kohler Klan and Kissin Kin”

The letters of the alphabet will appear across the page in blue.

Click on the letter that represents the beginning letter of the surname for which your are searching.  (Ex. If searching for Kohler, click on the K.)

You will now be presented with a page containing all of the surnames in my database that begin with the letter your selected.  The number after the name is the number of individuals in the database that have this particular surname.

Click on the Surname for which you are searching.  (In my example: Kohler)

You will now be presented with a list of all persons in the database who have the selected surname.  When available there may be some biographical data behind the names.  (If the given name is “Living” it means that the person was born after 1920 and is believed to still be living.  This is a way of protecting the privacy of most living individuals.  I may have the first name of the person in my data, it is the RootsWeb program that inserts the name “Living”.) (Sometimes there are too many surnames for one page, click on next at the bottom of the page for more names.)

Select a name (not one of the “Living” ones) and click on it.

You will now be presented with a page containing the data that I have compiled on that particular person.  This page is also likely to contain names of spouses, parents and children if they are available.  All that is in blue can be clicked on.

Note, under the title banner for the page is a banner with a set of commands.  Depending on whose name you selected, not all commands will be available.

INDEX
Will return you to the page that lists the individual names.

DESCENDANCY
Presents an indented text listing of subsequent generations.

REGISTER
Presents subsequent generations with biographical details.

PEDIGREE
Shows the previous generations in chart format.

AHNENTAFEL
Shows previous generations with biographical details.

DOWNLOAD GEDCOM
Permits the user to download a number of generations with most (but not all) accompanying detail.

ADD POST-EM
Allows the user to post messages to the owner of the database.  Most often this is to add corrections or updated data.

In addition to the RootsWeb file, I have been engaged in submitting gravestone photos to http://www.pennsylvaniagravestones.org/cemeteries.php  (Note it is .org, not .com.)  Thus far I have completed photographing and uploading all of the tombstones in the following cemeteries:

Old Church Hill Cemetery, Turbett Township, Juniata County, PA

http://www.pennsylvaniagravestones.org/cemetery.php?cemID=85
New Church Hill Cemetery, Turbett Township, Juniata County, PA

http://www.pennsylvaniagravestones.org/cemetery.php?cemID=86
Westminster Presbyterian Cemetery, Mifflintown, Juniata County, PA

 http://www.pennsylvaniagravestones.org/cemetery.php?cemID=171
Ebenezer Methodist Cemetery, Spruce Hill Township, Juniata County, PA

http://www.pennsylvaniagravestones.org/cemetery.php?cemID=88
St. Paul’s Lutheran Cemetery, Nook, Beale Township, Juniata County, PA

http://www.pennsylvaniagravestones.org/cemetery.php?cemID=331
Lower Tuscarora Presbyterian Cemetery, Academia, Beale Township, Juniata County, PA

http://www.pennsylvaniagravestones.org/cemetery.php?cemID=444
In addition I have compiled Plot Plans for the completed cemeteries.  These plot plans can be found at the following:

Old Church Hill Cemetery, Turbett Township, Juniata County, PA

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pajuniat/RayKohler/OLDCHURCHHILLCEM.pdf
New Church Hill Cemetery, Turbett Township, Juniata County, PA

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pajuniat/RayKohler/NewChurchHillCemetery.pdf
Westminster Presbyterian Cemetery, Mifflintown, Juniata County, PA

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pajuniat/RayKohler/WestminsterPresby.pdf
Ebenezer Methodist Cemetery, Spruce Hill Township, Juniata County, PA

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pajuniat/RayKohler/EBENEZERCEMETERY.pdf
St. Paul’s Lutheran Cemetery, Nook, Beale Township, Juniata County, PA

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pajuniat/RayKohler/StPaulsCem.pdf
Lower Tuscarora Presbyterian Cemetery, Academia, Beale Township, Juniata County, PA

http://www.rootsweb.ancestry.com/~pajuniat/RayKohler/LowerTuscaroraPresby.pdf
Finally my interest in Port Royal has caused me to create a site portroyal200.com that will help celebrate Port Royal’s two hundredth birthday.

Ray Kohler
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