  Yesterday I did a lot of scanning of papers in a file box my mother gathered after the fire in my grandmother's apt. which ultimately killed her. I keep thinking of how misled a researcher would become if taking at face value what many of these documents say. I found the fraudulent record of birth for my grandmother saying she was born in Chicago rather than her true birthplace of Byleorussia. It was a request for her unrecorded birth to be recorded with the state of Illinois when my grandmother was already an adult. The second paper has her illiterate mother, with her mark, as the affiant testifying that the information was true & listing the name of the midwife who was now "deceased." I said to my mother how convenient that she was deceased so they couldn't check. For all we know it could have been her sister, who was very knowledgeable about getting around the law & falsifying papers, who even posed as my grandmother. It lists her mother's maiden name as Bessie Raffle. That is also false. She was Bashe Rufer. Bashe's uncle who was the first to come to this country changed the surname Rufer to Raffle in the US after my great grandmother had already gotten married in Byelorussia as Bashe Rufer. She didn't become Bessie until after coming to the US when she was already the married Bashe Plotkin. 1/2 the family is still Rufer now spelled Ruffer & our 1/2 is now Raffle.
  On the copy of my grandparents' marriage certificate my grandfather's surname is misspelled. My mother says that also happened to her & my father & that my parents turned back from going on their honeymoon to have the clerk correct it. On another copy of my grandparents' marriage certificate it lists the correct year of my grandmother's birth but is off by 2 years where it lists her age at the time of the marriage.
  My grandfather obtained a copy of his baptismal record & it lists his birthplace incorrectly as a town near where he was actually born. In addition it lists one of the witnesses to the baptism as a John Hobart. I asked a cousin whose great grandmother was my great grandmother's sister & she says whoever wrote that originally misheard the name or the later recorder who made the copy misread Herbert as Hobart. Also, on a copy of my grandfather's birth certificate it incorrectly gives his birthdate as 3 months later than his true birthdate. If I didn't know my grandparents & hadn't heard the stories I would never have known what the truths of all these mistakes & lies are. In the last case, the county recorder of births came around to the coal mining towns & camps in western PA only once every 6 months so all babies born since his last visit, no matter when they were actually born, were given as their birthdate the date he was in the town recording new births. My grandfather used to chuckle about it.
  On another identity card from the 1940s when my grandmother was apparently working for a local of the UAW-CIO which is a combination social security card & employee ID card it lists her name instead of Fannie Toohey, as Fannie Keen. My grandmother was born Fannie Plotkin & long after she married her brother changed the family name from Plotkin to Keen. My grandmother had been Fannie Toohey for about 20 years when this card was issued & had NEVER been Fannie Keen.
  Now, the most perplexing thing to my mother & me is that most of these copies of personal papers were obtained in 1938 for passport purposes according to the government stamps on them. I have always heard that my mother & her parents moved back to the Soviet Union in 1937 when my mother was 4. My mother was definitely 4 & we are wondering if we have forgotten or were told yet another "story" for whatever reason by my grandparents (as my mother says " a family full of secrets") & that they actually moved in 1938. My mother & I keep doing the math & 1937 still keeps appearing to be the correct year. How could they have gotten papers in 1938 in the US if they were already in Moscow unless 1937 is the wrong year or someone posed as them in 1938? The inconsistencies, lies & fabrications make finding out the truth very difficult.
