April 23rd 2008

I meant to write you the following but my friend Sheryl arrived with my 4 year old "hijo postizo" (adopted son. Actually the son I never had though his grandfather is 2 years younger than me. I speak only Spanish with him at his mother's request because he is 1/2 Mexican. His father died at 24 when he was 18 months old. Sheryl was twice his age) & my attention was completely drawn away. 
  I'm sure you know all this already but... From your attachments of the land documents I see names I recognize. For John Graham 1780-1866 who married Mary (Polly) Turbett in the March, 1839 record I see what must be his brother Samuel's name. I also see the related name John Patterson. The Pattersons intermarried several times into my Grahams & Rhinesmiths. 
  John Graham's brother William married Martha Patterson & John's daughter Jane Wilson Graham married John Patterson. My great grandmother Margaret Alice Rhinesmith 1852-1907 who married my great grandfather Thomas Turbett Graham had a sister Elizabeth Rhinesmith who married George Patterson. I haven't checked if there are any other connections to my Grahams of the other patentees' surnames.
  What do the terms "date of return" & "patentee" mean?
Thursday, March 27, 2008 4:20:54 PM

Boog,
  I think I found why the contradiction of who was William Lyon's wife, Rebecca Graham or someone else. This is from William Henry Egle's 1886 Pennsylvania Genealogies:
 

John Lyon married Margaret Armstrong & came to PA in 1763 with his wife & children all born in Ireland. 
3 of their children were: 
   1) William Lyon 1729-1809 who married first Alice Armstrong & second Ann Fleming
   2) James Lyon who married in Ireland a woman with the surname Martin.
   3) my grandmother Frances (Fanny) Lyon 1752-1839 who married my grandfather William Graham 1753-1813
 

The above  James Lyon who married ? Martin had a son William Lyon born 1765 who married Rebecca Graham.
 

  I think the other historian who wrote that Rebecca Graham who married William Lyon who helped his uncle John Armstrong plot out Carlisle was a sister of William Graham Esq. just made a mistake. He mixed up William Lyon of the second generation with William Lyon of the third generation. William Lyon who married Rebecca Graham was not even born when Carlisle was plotted out. William Graham Esq. was a generation older than Rebecca Graham.
 

  I still don't know who this Rebecca Graham was. Maybe she was from one of the other Graham lines.
   
John Lyon m. Margaret Armstrong (Margaret died about 1793)
                   I
         _____ I_______________________________________________________________
        I                                                                   I                                                       I
        I                                                                   I                                                       I
William Lyon m. 1) Alice Armstrong          James Lyon m. ? Martin             Frances Lyon m. William Graham Esq.      
 1729-1809         2) Ann Fleming                           I                                         1752-1839            1753-1813
                                                                            I
                                                                            I
                                                                William Lyon m. Rebecca Graham
                                                                  born 1765
Wednesday, March 26, 2008 9:07:21 PM 

Boog,

  I made a mistake when I wrote " I get dizzy trying to keep all these names

& dates straight. From everything I have read from many sources, whoever

wrote that a William Graham helped John Armstrong plot out Carlisle in the

1750s is wrong. It was my g'g'g'g'grandfather William Lyon who helped his

uncle Col. (later Maj. Gen.) John Armstrong plot out Carlisle."

  This William Lyon was not my grandfather. He was the brother of my

something grandmother Fanny Lyon who married my smoething grandfather

William Graham so he was my something uncle. Sorry.

  It's hard to keep all these ancestors straight esp. with so many of the

same names.

  I still don't know who this Rebecca Graham who was supposedly the sister

of William Graham Esq. was. She's not in our records though I see her in the

1805 Graham Estates list I sent you with James Black mentioned.

Jeff

Tuesday, March 25, 2008 12:06:17 PM 

Boog,

  Here is the 1908 letter from the genealogist my great uncle was using.

After exactly 100 years the lists were crumbling apart in my hands as I

opened & scanned them. When I was a kid they were still in decent condition.

The glue used to make the lists one long sheet is as good as new. It is the

paper that is disintegrating. I am glad I scanned them because I see now

that it was their last chance. I've put them in plastic protective sleeves &

filed them away.

  I don't know if this is of any interest or use to you but who knows?

You'll of course find out.

  I smiled reading the same trouble with "the frequent recurrence of the

name William" & "There are Grahams almost everywhere." The same trouble as

today even when they were 100 years closer in time.

  Do you the work mentioned? Biographical Annals of Cumberland County? I

haven't found an actual biography of the Grahams, just references to

Grahams.

  Because of the difficulty of the paper disintegrating right before my

eyes, I had to scan a few pages with an entry split apart on 2 different

scans. In List #2 on pp. 2 & 3 you will see on the side a note split up on

both pages "Letters A on the estate of William Graham, of Milford, were

issued to Ann Graham on May 11, 1778."

  In List #1 you will find on page 3 in the year 1805 a reference to James

Black in regards to the estate of William Graham of Tyrone.

  Let me know if you learn anything new from this though I am sure you

probably know all of this already.

  I will look later for any other information that might be lurking hidden

in these papers. My uncle seemed to have concentrated more on his mother's

Rhinesmith family because there are so many more papers than for the

Grahams. Who knows if anything had been lost though by the time his younger

brother Frank gave me all these records.

  I'll send these in at least 3 batches.

  Jeff

