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PREFACE.

A Biographical History of Lancaster county is such a
one as has not heretofore been attempted to be executed in
our midst. That a very general desire existed amongst the
intelligent citizens of our county, that a work of this char
acter should be produced, the undersigned has had, since the
undertaking of his enterprise, the most abundant evidence.
It was owing to this fact that he received the assistance,
from the announcement of his enterprise, of a number of
-intelligent and leading men, who, busied themselves in the
collection of all the information in their power, in order to
aid him in the preparation of a history of personages whose
lives, acts and doings were worthy of being recorded, for
the interest of the present and future generations.

That his work mIl be entirely ~atisfactory to the people
of the county, he cannot have the presumption to anticipate,
for it is far from being what he himself would have
desired to render it. Instead of being a complete Biographi
cal History of the county, he rather is disposed to regard it
as a fragmentary contribution to its history, of which the
collected facts may serve as material for a more systematic
and complete history at some future day.

The undersigned, in setting out with the proposal to pro..
duce a Biographical History, had nothing further in view,
save the presentation of brief sketches of the leading citi
zens of the county, and this it will be perceived he has
chiefly kept in view. In this particular, he hopes to be ex
cused when he says that, in his opinion, his work cannot but
prove acceptable to a large class of our intelligent readers.
Surely an interest must be felt to )rnow the history of those
citizens, born, reared, or who have lived in our midst, whose
works have enrolled them amongst the famed men of our
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iv PREFACE.

nation. Ev~n of the lesser lights, whose rays were more cir
cumscribed,! it is also a matter of interest to have some
knowledge. i Of men who are the leading citizens of a com
munity, we : lways feel an interest in knowing something as
to their hist ry, and this is the main aim of the work now
presented to the people of our county.

As regard the history of early settlers, their descendants
must ever £ ,el a lively interest in ascertaining all that they
:may be ablei to learn of them. Althougll beyond the scope
of the work~ as originally contemplated, yet in deference to
suggestions frequently made, the undersigned has incorpo
rated severa~ of the leading family histories, and such as, in
an especial manner, have contributed largely towards the
developmen~of the county, and in rendering it "the garden
of America-i' Some other family histories were sought -in
vain to be optained, which would have given additional in..
terest to th~ production. Reasons, unnecessary to namet •

thwarted th~ obtaining of several such family histories.
This, howev~r, is the less to be regretted, as all this part of
the history was foreign to the original programme. Especial
anxiety, hO"fever, was felt to obtain family histories of that
class of ourlpeople ,vho have, up to a very recent period,
(and many or them yet), shunned all participation in politi..
cal life, a"nd as a consequence not obtained that deserved
recognition ~o which their deserts entitled them. To have
given a history of every family in the county, volumes would
have been r~quired instead of a work of the moderate coni
pass intend~d. As it is, the author has been compelled
to omit mucl other interesting matter, in order not to allow
the work to go beyond its proposed bulk.

Without ~ere enumerating the names of the many gener.
ous and enterprising gentlemen who rendered cheerful as
sistance in the collection and transmission of material for
the work, the undersigned now takes occasion to sincerely ,
thank sucb, qne·andall, for their efficient aid and services; and
he will see to it that they each receive due credit in the work,
for the respective articles and biographies they may hav6
severally furnished him.

And in conclusion, the undersjgned commits his work to
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PREFACE. v

the judgment of the intelligent readers of Lancaster county,
simply as a contribution to local history; by no means
claiming it as anything save a collection of plain sketches
that may prove, from the facts recorded, interesting to the
people of the county. As to its composition, he has .not
sought to render it ornate, the geBerality of our readers pre
ferring plain Anglo-Saxon to the most polished language.
That all will be pleased with his production, ~he undersigned
does not anticipate, nor does he hope to escape all adverse
criticism; but he will be content if he shall be able to
satisfy the reasonable and reflecting, that he has produced a
work of moderate interest for his readers. Trusting that a
not too critical public may so view his effort, he submits
it in the hope that some one vastly more competent than
himself, may be incited to undertake a work that may ulti
mate in a much more brilliant success than can be antici
pated for the present humble production.

ALEXANDER HARRIS.
LANCASTER, October, 1872.
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BrOGRAPHICAL I-IISTORY
OF LANOASTER OOLTNTY.

A.

AGNEW, E-OBERT, a physician of Sadsbury township.
He was elected a member of the Legislature in the

years 1826 and 1827. His son, David H. Agnew, was born
in Sadsbury township, where he practiced medicine for a
number of years·. He is now a distinguished professor of
surgery in the University of Pennsylvania.

ALBRIGHT, JACOB, was born June 26th, 1791, in Lan
caster city, Pennsylvania. He received a "fair education,
and when a young man, taught school for some time in the
old Lancaster Academy, in North Queen street, between
Lemon and James streets. He was united in marriage with
Mrs. Susan Sherer, on the 25th of November, 1847. For some
years he was engaged with Dr. Benj. Sherer, in the forward.
ing and commission business. Mr. Albright was elected
Mayor of the city of Lancaster, in the year 1855, on the
ticket commonly known as the Know-Nothing ticket, and
held the office for one year. He was an official member of
the Moravian church, and also a member of the Masonio
Order. He was a man of quiet and retiring disposition, very
amiable and agreeable in his manners, and was highly re
spected as a citizen. He died. shortly after his retirement
from the Mayoralty, March 18th, 1856.

*ALBBIGHT, REV. JACOB. The father of Rev. Jacob
Albright, (Albrecht in German), was John Albrecht, who emi
grated from Germany to this country and settled in Douglas

*Contribnted by J. B. Good, esq.
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8 BIOGRA.PHICA.L HISTORY

township, !J:ontgomery county, Pennsylvania. His domicile
was at or n~ar a mountain ridge, known as Fuchsberg (Fox
Mountain), ~bout ten miles southeast of Pottstown. In this
obscure spot his son Jacob, the subject of this sketch, was
born on Mat It1t, 1759. The house which sheltered his infant
head, and -Where he spent his childhood and youth, is still
standing; it is a one-story stone building, of solid but plain
architecture

His pare ts were poor, and compelled to struggle hard to
provide for hernselves and their children the necessaries of
life. The n ighborhood, in its social, moral and religious as
pects was th n, and is now of such a nature, that one is forci
bly reminde of the place where the founder of our religion
was brough up, and of ,vhich it was said, "Can there any
good thing 10me out of it ?" I-Iowever, the poverty and pri
vations of hif youth, served as a rugged school to pre~arehim
for thesever~ and almost superhuman labors of his later years.

Like most! men of his early s~rroundings,hardly anything
is known of pis boyhood. His plrents belonged to the Evan
gelical Luth~ranChurch, whose minister baptized him in his
infancy, and! gave him the usual catechetical instruction
when he arrii~ed at the proper age. He also receIved such
instruction as the schools of his time afforded. OUf benefi
cent common school systen1 had as yet no existence. In rude
log cabins, u~1wortby of the nalne of school ..houses, the sim..
plest rudimeilts of education were imperfectly taught. Rev.
H. Harbaug~, in the Pennsylvania Gernlan vernacular, says
of these schopls :

Inwennig, urn der Offerum
Hocke die kleene Tschaps,

Sie Ierne artlich hart, verschteh,
Un weI' net \vees sei' A B C

Sei' Oh1'e kriege Riipps.

Die arme Drep! dort hocke se
In l\Iisscrie-juscht denk !

Es is kee' 'Vunner-neu11n mei Wort
Dass se so ,venig lerne dort,

Uf selle hoohe Benk.

In one of hese unprolnising institutions, young Albright
acquired the art of reading and vvriting the Gern1an language,
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OF LANCASTER COUNTY. 9

-and also the first principles of Arithmetic. He never enjoyed
the advantages of an English education. Of the German, he
acquired a correct knowledge, by reading Luther's transla
tion of the Bible, as also other book:s \vritten in pure Ger
man. Among the latter was a COlnmentary on the Bible,
which he valued very highly.

In person he was of medium stature, .about fi ve feet eight
inches in height. He llad an aquiline nose, his mouth and chin
were exquisitely formed. His eyes were blue, and very
bright, his hair was black and his con1plexion fair. Though
in his temperament the sanguine and choleric dis,positions
predominated, yet his bearing was always graceful and
dignified. About his perBon and dress, he was scrupulously
neat and precise. Some persons who knew him but im
perfectly, thought he was proud; those, however, who under
stood his character better, kne,v him to be entirely innocent
of this charge.

In 1785, vvhen about 25 ye.ars of age, he was married to
Miss Catharine Cope. Soon after his marriage, he moved to
Lancaster county, and purchased a tract of land, eligibly Ioca..
ted near Frysville, in the present East Oocalico, but then Earl
township. Here, besides farming, he also carried on the brick
and tile business.. At that time many of the dwellings in
Lancaster county were covered with tiles. So-me of these
.antique relics are still in existence.

In 1790 several of his children died of dysentery. At the
funeral of one of them, Rev. Anton Hautz, a minister of the
German Reformed Church, preached a sermon which touched
Albright's heart. Of the state of his mind at this time, he
.says: "In my early youth I had received catechetical in..
struction in the doctrines of the Christian religion. I did
not then comprehend the great truths I learned, and could
not appreciate them; but a feeling of reverence toward God
was implanted, ,vhich never left me. This feeling was very
undefined, but it induced rne to regard every place where
'God ,vas worshipped as sacred, and I could not despise or
persecute those persons who engaged in the worship of the
Most High, no matter to what sect they belonged. This re
verence for the "vorship of God, induced n1e to frequently

PA-Genealogy



10 I" BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

attend relifious meetings, and to listen at"tentively to the ex
hortations !of the Ministers of the Gospel. * * * I be
came frightened at myself, the judgments of God stood be
fore my ima.gination, my spirit experienced a deep dejection,
and at last,lon a certain day of July, in my thirty-second year,

I

it rose to spch a degree that it bordered on despair. * * *
I fell upo~ ll1y knees, tears of bitter repentance coursed
down my 1lheekS, and a long-continued, earnest and ardent
prayer for pardon and salvation, went up to the throne of the
Most High." In this state of mind he was met by a sincere,
warm-hear ed Christian, named Adam Riegel, whose sympa
thies at on~e entwined themselves around this sincere peni
tent. It wais in this man's house where they earnestly prayed
together, that Albright experienced the truth, that the Son of
Man has ptwer on earth to forgive sIns. Of this experience ~
Albright srys: U All distress of my heart vanished. The
peace of God filled my soul, and the Holy Spirit bore witness
with my Spirit, that I was a child of God."

At this Iperiod, the German churches in Pennsylvania
were in a deplorable condition. German adventurers, whose
moral and literary attainments precluded their preferment at
home, hunted their fortunes in America, and presumed to
meddle wi~h boly things among the rude and unlettered col
onists. Tnadition has handed down plenty of anecdotes,
which plainly show the grotesqueness of lnanners and gen
eral uncouthness of the clergy of these times. rrhe old adage,
"Like pri¢st like people," was fully illnstrated in this in
stance. T~e people were industrious and frugal, but never
theless igI'orant, coarse, intemperate and profane. Church
discipline, 'f such a thing was ever thought of, was exercised
with extre, 1e laxity.

On this $ubject Albright says: " At this time I knew no
class of prffessing Christians that seemed more zealous unto
good work~, and who had a better discipline than the Metho
dists. For'this reason I went with them and had opportunity
to obtain ~reat good and many blessings for my souL As.
many things in their exercises were as yet not clear to my
mind, and were conducted in the English language, and as I
~as not yet fully conversant with that language, I commenced
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OF LANCA.STER COUNTY. 11

its study 'with great zeal, and soon was enabled to fully un
derstand their book of discipline and their articles of faith,
which pleased me very much. I sought to conduct myself
precisely according to their rules and regulations."

He joined a class that held their meetings in his neighbor..
hood. Mr. Isaac Davis, whose farul adjoined his own, being
their leader.

Albright's talents and zeal were somarked, that an Exhort..
er's license was soon given to him; and as there was at that
time considerable religious inquiry among his German neigh..
bars, opportunities frequently presented themselves to exer..
cise his gifts.

On this point Albright says: " I had no gift of eloquent
speech, and I must confess that I was herein less competent
than any other man who might have undertaken it." Com..
pe.tent judges, however, assure us that Albright under-esti..
mated his powers, as humility was a marked feature of his
character. At this time he had no thoughts of regularly
preaching the Gospel, and he passed through great struggles
before he could make up his mind to take that step. He
clearly foresaw the labors, difficulties and afflictions he would
have to endure. And then his keen sensitivness as to his
own inefficiency, weighed heavily on his soul. He hesitated
until the conviction of his divine call to the ministry became
irresistible, and he felt with St. Paul: "W0 is unto me if I
preach not the GospeL" He especially felt a deep solicitude
for his German countrymen, whose spiritual welfare lay near
his sympathetic heart. He soon became known in his neigh
borhood as a very zealous worker.

As regards his relations to the Methodist E. Church at
this juncture, it is difficult to arrive at a correct conclusion.
It is doubtless true that though some Methodist ministers
occasionally preached in German, there ,vere none that ex
clusively labored in that language. The impression seems
to have extensively prevailed, that the German language
w0uld soon die out on this continent, and that therefore it
was impolitic to employ German preachers. Albright, how..
ever, felt such a powerful internal call to labor among his
German brethren: that he could not remain silent or inactive.
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12 'BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

but contin ,ed zealously to labor in his divine Master's cause.
At first his success ,vas but moderate. From 1796, when

he first set ~ut on his mission, until 1803, when the first Con
ference was held, the number of his followers did not exceed
forty; andl besides him, there were only two preachers,
namely, R~Jvs. Walter and Lieser.

This slo~ increase was principally owing to the illiterate and
,obscure ch*racter of the ministers engaged in the work" and
the powerful opposition and persecution which was aroused
against ther,'.. Besides this, Albright and his coadjutors had,
up to this ime, confined themselves almost exclusively to
the-countie of Bucks, Berks and Northampton, emphatically
Albright's home; and a greater than he had said before him,
that "a prophet is not without honor save in his own coun..
try and in ·his own house.;' Afterwards, when the theatre of

I

their operations was transferred to distant fields, whose soil
perhaps waB more prolnising, their labors yielded more abun
Gant fruit.

On September 15th and 16th, 1807, at Mtihlbach, Lebanon
.county, Pepnsylvania, they held their first regular annual
'Conference~ At this meeting five itinerant and three local
preachers, ~nd twenty official lay membersJ were present.
Here Albr~ght"waselected Superintendent of the SocietJ', and
by a resolution of the Conference, he was directed to prepare
rules of discipline for the government of the religious Society
thus organ~zed. This, on account of his declining health and
early deatbJ, he was prevented from accomplishing. The dis
cipline wasl afterwards prepared by Rev. G. ~{iller, in the
year 18091 The Inembership at this time numbered two
hundred arid tvventy.

It was ~oon apparent that Albright's health "vas daily
failing; b~t he still continued to travel and to labor as much
as his impaired strength permitted him to do. During the
winter he traveled with the late Rev. .I. Dreisbach, who was
then a yo~ng man, but who has recently died at the ad
vanced agf of eighty-two years. Their circuit extended
partly over the counties of Dauphin, Lebanon, Lancaster,
Berks, Bucks, Montgomery, N ortharnpton, Lehigh and
Schuylkill.! They had about thirty appointlnents or places
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OF LANCASTER COUNTY. 13

to preach, of which some weTe from twenty to thirty miles
apart.

It was during this season that the Society at Millersville,
Lancaster county, received great accessions in numbers,
among whom was John Erb, who afterwards became an
itinerant minister.

On Easter-day, 1808, a quarterly meeting was held at Al
bany, Berks county, Pennsylvania, where Albright for the
last time, appointed his preachers to their several .field s of"
labor. He now began to sink rapidly. Incessant travel,
exposure to the inclemency of every season, the privations
incident to the itinerancy, and the almost superhuman lab<:)rs
peTformed by him, had at last undermined his constitution
and broken down his health to such a degree that he was
compelled to return home. He was suffering with a pulmonary
a:fl~ction, which, however, had now progressed so far that he
never reached his earthly home any more. He remained.
with Christian friends at JVIiihlbach, Lebanon cou:m.ty, Penn
sylvania, who kindly nursed him during a short illness, be
ing confined to his bed for only a few days. He died on the
18th of May, 1808, in the fiftieth year of his age. His re
mains were buried on the 20th, in a neighboring burying
ground, where, in comnlemoration of his death and burial, a
church has since been erected, which bears the name of
" Albright's Church."

Since his death, the religious Society founded by him has
enjoyed great prosperity. The nUllber of regular or itiner
ant ministers, exceeds five hundred, and the lay melnbership
approaches to one hundred thousand. The Society supports
several institutions of learning; their book concern is in a.
flourishing condition; and one of their papers, "Der Christ
liche Botschafter," is the oldest German religious paper in
the country. They support promising nlissions in Germany
and Switzerland, which appear to be destined to exert a great
.influence in the future.

AMWEG, JOHN MICHAEL, was a native of Prussia,<
who emigrated to this country and settled in Lancaster
county before the American revolution. He settled in
Cocalico, at a place near Reinholdsville. He was a man of a
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14 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

good educ~tion, and pursued the calling of a school-master.
Being industrious.and economical, he soon acquired property
around hi~. He was the ancestor of the family name in
this county. One of his sons was named Jacob, and his son
Willialn, was the father of Jacob B., William S., and John M.
Arnweg, cl.embers of the bar of Lancaster. WIn. Amweg
died in 18161.

ANDE*SON, JAMES, a citizen of Donegal township, who
resided ne~r the borough of Marietta. He vias a member of
the Legisl ture in the years 1776, 1778, 1779 and 1780.

ANDR ! WS, HUGH, a member of the Legislature in 1840
and 1841. :

ARMSTRONG, ANDREW, a citizen of East Donegal
townshjp. ! lIe was elected a member of the Legislature in
October, JJ866, and served one session. He is a man of con
siderable 'intellect and force of character, and entertains
very independent and decided opinions. He has been one
of the early and firm friends of the Free School System.

ARMSTRONG, ARTHUR, a painter ofconsiderable repute;
many of lhose paintings are yet preserved by citizens of
Lancaster. The following notice of Mr. Armstrong, by a
cotempora y, seems to depict his artistic skill in its proper
light: "It does not require a connoisseur in the fine arts to
discover spmething remarkable in the style of Mr. Arm
strong's painting; he leaves nothing in the dark for the
imaginatior to \vork out; it is bold and distinct, and yet the
distance isl kept with such a natural harmony as to give it at
once that ease and softness essential to the art. The picture
(the one o~r cotemporary describes), is on a rich blue silk,

I

and is intehded as a banner for the Wasbington Fire Com-
pany of L~uisville, Kentucky. The back of the canvass re
presents tHe Washington family, whicll is not a mere covering
of the bare material, but with a persevering assiduity the
artist has ,left nothing unfinished. The scene is under the
portico of ithe mansion at Mt. Vernon, and consists of the
domestic £ mily circle. In. the distance is seen the Potomac,
studded w th sails. In short, the whole is beautifully "\vorked
out and m re worthy the gallery than the back of a banner.
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This splendid piece of workmanship reflects a character of
no ordinary degree on its author, and it must be a source of
gratification to hirnself, as well as to his friends, that the
reputation he has gained by his late productions, secures for
him the patronage which his genius so richly merits. Mr.
Armstrong is an eminent artist, indeed."

ARMSTRONG, JOHN, elected County Commissioner in
1869.

ARMSTRONG, ~lHOMA~, a menlber of the Legislature in
1735 and 1736.

ASH, PHINEAS, elected County 00mu1issioner in 1816.

ATLEE, JOHN L., M. D., eldest son of 001. Wm. Pitt
Atlee, and grandson of the Hon. WID. Aug. Atlee, was born
in Lancaster, November 2d, 1799. \Vith the exception of
about one year, spent in Gray & \Viley's Academy, in 1813
and 1814, he received his preliminary education in his native
city, and entered the office of the late Samuel Humes, M. D.,
in 1815. He graduated at the University of Pennsylvania
in April, 1820, and from th~t time till the present, has prac
ticed the various branches of his profession in Lancaster.
He took an active part in the organization of the Lancaster
City and County Medical Society, and has been twice elected
its President; of the State Medical Society in 1848, of which
he was elected President, in 1857; and ,"of the American
Medical Association, of which he ,vas chosen one of the Vice
Presidents, in 1868.

At the union of Franklin and Marshall Colleges, he was
elected Professor of Anatomy and Physiology, and lectured
anuually to the classes until within the last three years.

He has always taken an interest in the subject of educa
tion in his native city, and for more than forty years was a
member of the Lancaster City School Board. As a member
of the medical profession, Dr. Atlee is a physician of rare
skill, extensive practice, and widely famed as one of the most
skillful surgeons of Pennsylvania.

ATLEE, SAMUEL J., was a colonel in the American revo
lution, and one who did effective service in the emancipation
of the colonies from British rule. His father married Jane
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16 I. BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

Alcock, maId of honor to the Queen of England; and the
match being clandestine, they immediately sailed for America.
They had three children, William Augustus, Samuel John,
and Ameli~. Samuel John. was born in year 1739. Being
a youth of ~reat ambition and daring, he, at the early age of
sixteen, ob~ained the command of a company in the provincial
service (wat of 1755), in the regiment under Col. Burd, and
was presenl! at Braddock's defeat. During the continuance
of that war it was his fate to be taken prisoner twice, once
by the Ind ans, and again by the French. lIe remained in
the service! eleven years. After the expiration of .this ser
vice, he reaJd law, ap-d was engaged in the pursuit of his pro
fession unt:il the breaking out of the revolution. fIe was
married to !Sarah Richardson, on the 19th of April, 1762.

At the commencement of hostilities with the mother
I

country, C~ptain Atlee, being. one of two in the county of"
Lancaster ~ho had any knowledge of military tactics, under
took the duties of the drill, in order to prepare his fellow
citizens to I breast the impending storm. IIis unremitting
attention ,vbs devoted to this object during the greater part
of the year: 1775 ; and in the beginning of 1776, by virtue of
an Act of ,he General Assembly of March 5th of the same
year, he ra~sed in the Pequea Valley and in Chester county"
the First Regiment of State Infantry, of which 'he was ap
pointed colonel. Although this regiment was called out.
simply for Ithe defence of the province, yet Col. Atlee and
his commarld voluntarily nlarched to New Jersey to cooperate'
with the ~±nerican army in that quarter. He achieved im
perishable ihonors with his regiment at the battle of Long
Island,! oni which occasion he was tak:en prisoner, having
only a serg~ant and ~ixteen men left, the rest having been
previously ~illed or taken prisoners. He suffered eighteen
months' intprisonment, part of it on board a prison ship.

lA very int~restingaccount of the battle of Long Island, in which Col.
Atlee was pr<:nuinent, may be found in the Life of President Reed, by
his grandson, Wm. B. Reed, Vol. I., p. 221-224. In the same volume
is also published an extract from Col. Atlee's journal, describing the
particulars of' the battle in a spirited manner, Vol. I., p. 413. See also
in the Diary (j)f the American Revolution, by Frank Moore, Vol. I" p.
297, in a footinote, a sketch of Col. Atlee.
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OF LANCA.STER COUNTY. 17

During his imprisonment he lived for two weeks on chest
nuts. The British gaolers were in the habit of cutting up
raw pork into small pieces and throwing them to the pri
s.oners, calling "pig, pig." The prisoners were so near

. starved, that they killed their dogs and ate them, and roasted
their leather breeches for food.

lCol. Atlee was chosen a member of the Continental Con
gress in 17'78, and held a seat in this body up to 1782.

In 1780 Col. Atlee was appointed by the Supreme Ex
ecutive Council, Lieutenant of Lancaster county. In 1783
he was elected Councillor of' Lancaster county, and on the
21st of October of the same year he appeared in the
Supreme Executive Council, subscribed the required oath,
and took his seat as a member of the Board. He was on~

of the COffitllittee with Gen. Sullivan and Dr. Wither
spoon, vvho were sent by Congress in January, 1781, to
endeavor to conciliate the mutineers of the Pennsylvania.
Line. lIe was aft~rwards, in 1784, one of the Co;mmission
ers, on the part of Pennsylvania, wh·) ratified the treaties of
Forts Stanwix and l\;fclntosb, with the deputies of the Six
Nations and the W yandot and Dela\vare Indians. The
Commissioners each were -allowed forty-five shillings per
diem for their services, the same as a delegate to Congress
at the time received.2

I A.bout the 20th of January, 1779, he wrote to the Supreme Execu
tive Council of the State, claiming to be appointed a Brigadier General.
The Council ordered that the same be transmitted to His Excellency,
General 'Vashington, and his opinion requested thereon. In a letter of
General Washington to President Reed, dated February 9th, 1779,
(Pennsylvania Archives, Vol. VII, p. 181,) be considers the claim of 001.
Atlee to rank. He says he has a high opinion of his merits and abili
ties as an officer, but he does not see that he can, at this time, be pro
moted to the rank of Brigadier, as the State having only two BrIgades
in the field, is entitled only to two Brigadiers-that Gen. Wayne was
one, and that Col. l\Iorgan and Col. Irwin, being senior officers, have
superior pretensions to Col. Atlee. •

21n a letter of Col. Atlee to President Dickinson, dated Pequea, Lan
caster county, November 18th, 1784, he mentions his arrival at his home,
and reports that part of their mission to the Northern tribes is satisfac
torily concluded. He then claims that notwithstanding his absence ill
discharging his duties as a C,nnmissioner, he is entitled for two 'years
longer to a seat in the Council, and protests against the election of a

2
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He was elected to the General Assembly of Pennsylvania
for the ye* 1782, and also for 1785 and 1786.

Whilst Col. Atlee was attending as a Commissioner in the
ratification of the Indian treaty, he contracted a cold by lying
on the da]!p ground, from the effects of which he never re- .
covered. n November, 1786, whilst walking in the streets
of Philade ,phia, he was seized with a paroxysm of coughing,
ruptured aJ blood vessel, and shortly afterwards expired.

In pers~nal appearance Col. Atlee was very handsome,
with a fre~h and ruddy complexion, brown hair, blue eyes,
.straight and portly, and very military in his carriage.

ATLEE, W},L AUGUSTUS, brother of the above, was
lJorn at Philadelphia, July 1st, 1735. He moved to Lancas
ter at an e~rly day, and read law under the instruction of
Edward S~iPpen, esq. He was admitted to the bar, Augusi
Brd, 1758, and soon became prominent in his profession as
"one of the leading lawyers of his day. He was elected Chief
Burgess O~ftthe Borough of Lancaster, September 15th, 1770,
,to which osition he was thrice subsequently chosen, and
:administe ed the duties of said office up to September, 1774.
Upon the ,reaking out of the Am~ricanrevolution, he became
~an active mind leading Whig, and in 1776 was chosen chairman
of the Co mittee of Public Safety of Lancaster. He was
appointed August 16th, 1777, by the Supreme Executive
Council, ~cond Judge of the Supreme Oourt of Pennsyl
vania, hi associates being Thomas McKean and John
Evans. ,uring the years 1777 and 1778, he held the posi
tion of Cbmmissary of the British prisoners confined at
Lancaster~ He was re-appointed Judge of the Supreme
Court, Aqgust 9th, 1784; and on the 17th of August, 1791,

Councillor ~rom Lancaster county in his stead. This claim seems to
have been ttllowed, as Graydon, in the J\'Ielnoir of his own Times, p.
384, congra~ulates himself upon having received the appointment of
Prothonota~ of Dauphin county, in 1785, and goes on to say: "The
Republican party possessed a maj~rity in the Council, and Col. Atlee,
who belonge to it, was designated for the office. He was conspicuous as
a party m n, and if I mistake not, was at the time a member of the
Legislature and on the scale of services and character no one had bet
ter claims. To keep out Atlee the Constitutionalists were disposed to
give their vbtes to anyone of his cOlnpetitors. The President (Dickin
.son) had p~bably given a promise to Col. Atlee as ,yell as myself."
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he was appointed President J wlge of the district, compo3ed
of the counties of Chester, Lancaster, York, and Dauphin,
which position he filled up to his death, September 9thJ

1793. As a member of the Supreme Bench of Pennsyl
vania he rendered efficient service; and it is somewhat note
worthy, that a relnarkable uniforrnity of opinion is observa
ble in the proceedings of the Supreme Court at that early day.
Lord Mansfield, speaking of Dallas' Reports in 1791, used
the following language: " They do credit to the Court, the
bar and the reporter. They show readiness in practice,
liberality in principle, strong reason and legal learning."

In private life Judge Atlee was a man of easy and very
gentlemanly deportment, and noted for his high-toned in
tegrity and strong adherence to his sense of right.

ATLEE, 'VM. A., son of Dr. John L. Atlee, is a graduate
of Yale College, of th.e class of 1851, and a member of the
Lancaster bar, admitted in 1854. He was elected District
Attorney of Lancaster county, in 1865, and in 1869 chosen
Mayor of the City of Lancaster, administering said office for
two years.

B

BACHMAN, CHRISTIAN, was for a long tilne cashier of
the old Lancaster Bank. He was appointed Prothono

tary of Lancaster county in 1830. His son, Benjamin C.
Bachman, ,vas President of the Lancaster Bank at the time

it failed, in 1856.
BACHMAN, JACOB, a member of the Legislature, in the

year 1823.

BAER, JOHN, was the principal founder of the leading
German paper of Lancaster county, the Volksfreun~ and
Beobachter. In 1817 he came in possession of the old
Volksfreund, founded in 1808, subsequently consolidated .
therewith the Beobachter, and made the paper a conlplete
business success. He managed the paper up to the period
of his death, November 6th, 1858. It is now conducted by
Reuben A. and Christian R. Baer, under the firm name of
John Baer's Sons.
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*BAILEY, FRANCIS, occup~edan old house on the premises
of his father, in Sadsbury, which he used for a printing
office, anC\ for some time he ~sed the upper part of the
spring-ho~se for that purpose. About the year 1800 he
erected a ~arge stone printing office on the place, which is
standing at the present day, where the business was carried
on by hirh until about the year 1815. He was a zealous
:jtdvocate oW American independence, and his name appears
very freqJently in connection ,vith the FreerJ~an's Journalr
throughout five volun1es of the Colonial Records; an order
was drawn in his favor on the Treasurer, December 2d,
l779, for the sum of £4,873 7s. 6d., the amount of his
account fot printing work done for Council. l It appears by
the record~ that he executed the public printing for Council
up to the 1ear 1790.

An order ,vas drawn in his favor on the 18th of August,
1779, for £5,000, to be forwarded for the purpose of pur
chasing flour for the army; and September 2d, 1780, an order
was drawn 'in his favor for $12,988, for sundry articles pur
chased by ~im and delivered to CoL Ryan for the use of the
militia cal~'d into service.2 Large numbers of orders were
drawn in h s favor at many different times for printing and
binding, £' r copies of the laws and constitutions of the
Qifferent States, for his Journal for the use of the members,
&c., and f<j>r printing done for the Comptroller General's
office, and ~or printing the tax lists and advertisements in
the Freemar's Journal up to the year 1790.3 lIe executed a
large portiqn of the State printing, at his office in Sadsbury
township, f~om the year 1790 until after the close of the
administrat~on of Thomas M'Kean. The pamphlet laws
were print~d at his office untM the administration of Simon
Snyder, and within the recolle.ction of our oldest inhabitants.
Francis Bailey was a worthy patriot of revolutionary times.
He was als<j> a pious and religious man; and about the year
1788, besid~ Oount Buelovv and Reichenbach, he and his
family werJ among the first in Lancaster county to receive

f,
0ontributed by Isaac Walker, of Sadsbury.

1001. Ree, Vol. XII., p. 188. 2001. Ree., Vol. XII., p. 467.
3001. Ree.l, Vol. XVI., p. 526.

I .
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the doctrines of the New Jerusalem Church.l When far
advanced in life, he removed with some of his family to the
city of Philadelphia, and his lands and residence were pur
chased by W m. Maxwell, the father of the present Robert
and Richard Maxwell.

*BAILEY FRANCIS, son of Robert Bailey, was an active
young man at the time of the American revolution. He
learned the trade of a printer and worked a short time in Lan·
caster borough. He was appointed in 1777, by the Executive
Council, Coroner~ of Lancaster county. On the 8th of April,
1778, Francis Bailey and Captain Long were appointed to
bring seventeen of the leading Quakers in Pennsylvania (who
were arrested by order of Congress ftnd supposed to be inimi
cal to the American cause), and conv8Y them to \Vinche5ter,
Virgiuia.2 They were also .cha:-ged to bring the prisoners
home again.

'Rupp's History of Lancaster Co., p. 431.
2The following is a cop~ of the order of discharge:

LAXCASTER, April10tl.l, 1778.
EXECCTIYE COl:XCIL TO FRANCIS BAILEY AND CAPT. LOXG, 1i:8.

Gentlemen: The enclosed resolves "'ill show tilat you are appointed
and autllorized to conduct the prisoners sent from tllis State from Vir
ginia, from IVinchester, tile place of their present confinement, to this
borough; and on your arrival here, acquaint this Council thereof. Those
of them who are in health, you are to bring with you, treating them Oil

the road with the polite attention and care which is due to men who act
upon the purest motives, to gentlemen whose statioil in life entitles
them to respect, Ilowever they may differ in political sentiments from
those in "'Ilose power they are. lOU will please to give tllem every aid
in your power, by'procuring the necessil-ry means of traveling in wagons
or otherwise, with such baggage as may be convenient for them on the
road. Your own prudence aud good sense will direct you, in such inci
dents as may turn up, in which the Council have no doubt but your
conduct will justify their confidence in you."

On the 27th of April, Messrs. B,tiley and Long reported to the Execu
tive Council, then sitting in Lancaster, that they Ilad received the fol
lowing persons from the jail in Winchester, Virginia, agreea.bly to the
orders of this Council, viz.: Israel Pembelton, James Pemberton,
John Pemberton, Henry Drinker, Samuel Pleasants, 'William Smith.,
Edward Pennington, Thomas Whalton, Owen Jones, Charles Eddy,
Charles Gervis, Elijah Brown, Thomas Fisher, Samuel R. Fisher, and
Myers Fisher; alld that Tllomas Gilpin and John Hunt were dead.

*Contributed by Isaac Walker, of Sadsbmy.
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*BAILEY ROBERT, one of the early settlers of Sadsbury
township. Be purchased 300 acres of land in Sadsbury
township, on the road leading from the Gap to the copper
mines. At the time of the revolution, although advanced in
years, he was an early and influential advocate of American
independence. He was, on the 15th of November, 1774,
elected by the citizens of Lancaster county one of the Com-
mittee authorized to be chosen by resolution of the Conti
nental Congress, which Committee was authorized to watch
the conduc~ of all persons as regards their action and senti.
ments with reference to the pending difficulties between the
mother country and the colonies. He was also entrusted
with money by the Council of Safety, to distribute amongst
the needy associators of Lancaster county.

He erected the large and commodious residence now owned
and occupied by Robert Maxwell, where he spent the bal·
ance of his uS(j)ful life.

BAKER, JOHN, was elected Recorder of Lancaster county,
in 1867.

BAKER, REV. JOHN C., son of Samuel R. and Elizabeth
Baker, was born in Philadelphia, May 7tb, 1792. Having
lost his fathef when a child of eighteen months old, he
was reared under the roof of his maternal grandfather. He
was delicate in constitution, but was strikingly precocious,

The case of the prisoners brought from Virginia, and now in this
borough, being considered thereupon, ordered that they be immediately
sent to Pottsgrove, in the county of Philadelphia, and there dischaiged
from confinement; and that they be furnished with a copy of the order,
which shall be deemed a discharge. And that A. B., of the city of
Philadelphia, gentleman, one of the prisoners referred to in the foregoing
oreler of Council, is hereby permitted, with his horses, servants and bag.
gage, to pass unmolested into the county of Philadelphia, agreeably to
the said order, which is to be respected as their discharge. Also a p'ass
to Philadelphia, for lVII's. Jones, }Irs. Pemberton, Mrs. Pleasants, and
Mrs. Drinker; and for Israel Morris, who attended them, being re
quested, was granted. And it is ordered that the whole expense of
arresting and confinIng the prisoners sent to Virginia, the expenses of
their journey, and all other incidental charges, be paid by the pris
oners, and that an order be drawn on the Treasurer in favor of Mr.
Bailey and Captain Long, for the sum of oue hundred and fifty pounds;
for which they are to account.

*Contributed by Isaac Walker, of Sadsbury.
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and was regarded by all as a very thoughtful and conscien
tious boy. He early evinced a fondness for reading, and
made more than ordinary progress in his studies. In 1802
he was placed under instruction in Nazareth HaU, a seminary
of the Moravian church, in which institution he remained
five years. He early determined to study for the ministrY7
though his friends had wished that he should succeed his
father in the mercantile business. After remaining a short
time in Philadelphia, he set out for Lebanon, Pa., and began
the study of j;heology under Rev. Dr. Lochman.

In 1811 he was licensed by the Synod of Pennsylvania,
and immediately thereafter accepted a call as an assistani
minister of a German congregation in Philadelphia. In the}
following year the church at Germantown, Pa., having
become vacant, Mr. Baker was chosen as the pastor of this
church. His charge embraced Germantown, Whitemarsh7
Barren Hill, and several other smaller congregations. He}
labored faithfully in this charge for the period of fifteen
years, and, in 1818, chiefly through his instrumentality, the
new church edifice was erected, a monument of his zeal and
enterprise.

In November, 1827, he received a call from the trustees7
elders, and wardens of Trinity Lutheran church of Lancas
ter, Pa., which he accepted.1 The principal motive in his
accepting this latter call, was the prospect of increased use
fulness, and a more extended sphere for his pastoral
activity. He entered upon his duties, in this new position7
January 27th, 1828, delivering his introductory sermon in
German, and on the following Sunday, in English. On
February 17th, 1828, chiefly through his efforts, the Sunday
School· of the church was organized. This school was
Gpened on the 9th of March, with 413 pupils and 63
teachers. Mr. Baker preached in both the German and Eng~

lish languages, in both of which he was equally eloquent.

IThe call extended to Mr. Bakel' was signed by the following names:
George Musser, President; George King, Vice President; Peter Protz
man, Christiau Swentzel, W. Heusel, G. L. Mayer, Adam Keller,
Joseph Hubley, George R. Krllg, Jacob Snyder, Joseph Blandford,
Henry Eichboltz, David Lebkicber, John Yost, Ch.ristopher Hager, F.
D. Hubley, Christian Bachman, J. F. Heinitsb, Secretary.
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On November 1st, 1852, Dr. Baker tendered his uncondi.
tional resignation of his office of pastor of Trinity Lutheran
church, which, though with the greatest reluctance, was
accepted, and on the 30th of January, of the following year,
he preached his farewell sermon, in the presence of an
immense audience, and thus closed his twenty-five years of
pastoral labor in Lancaster.

He removed to Philadelphia; and took charge of St.
Luke's Evangelical Lutheran church, where he spent the
evening of his [lays in building up a new congregation in
the city of his birth. To this service he devoted himself
with all his youthful zeal, and labored with great faithful·
ness without compensation. j and even contributing from his
own resources to the support of the church. In this charge
he labored like a faithful steward, until the Master called
him home to his reward. He died April 21st, 1859, and he
lies buried in Woodward Bill Cemetery, in Lancaster.

Dr. Baker was an earnest, enthusiastic and indefatigable
minister of the gospel. He could say, that "I must work
while it is day j the night cometh when no man can work."
This was his motto, and faithfully was it followed. He was
unwearied in his varied ministrations, in his attentions to
the old and young, rich and poor, healthy and sick. In the
labors of the Sunday School he was ever faithful and
attentive.

Dr. Baker was familiar with both the English and German
theological works, and received from Lafayette College, in
1837, the degree of Doctor of Divinity.

He was an jnfluential member of the Lutheran Synod of
Pennsylvania, and for many years filled the office of Trea
surer. He also presided as president over the deliberations
of that body. In Missionary operations he took a very
active part, and for many years prepared the annual report.

For a long period he was a leading and influential member
of the Lancaster School Board, and was a most regular and
welcome visitor in all the schools.

His kindness of heart and simplicity of manners en
deared him to all classes. He was, in short, a bright and
shining light upon Zion's walls.
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BALDvVIN, J. C., was elected Clerk of Quarter Sessions
and Oyer and Terminer, in the year 1863.

BALDWIN, ROBERT, was elected a membel' of the Legis
lature in the years 1849 and 1850. He was also elected·
to the State Senate in the year 1857.

BALMER, DANIEL, for many years a magistrate of Lan
caster county, resident at Elizabethtown. He was elected a
member of the Legislature in the year 1842.

BARBER, ROBERT, was a native of Yorkshire, England,
emigrated t; America, and settled in Chester county, Penn
sylvallia. He was a Quaker by persuasion j and either in
Chester or Philadelphia, married Hannah Tidmarsh, a lady
of the same J·eligious principles as his own. Prior to eoming
to America, he had followed a seafaring life and had been
captured and detained as a prisoner in France. He was an
energetic maD, and in 172l"was appointed Coroner of Ches
ter county. In company with John \Vright and Samuel
BlunstoD, he purchased !1 large tract of land near where Co
lumbia now stands. His tract of laud lay on the eastern bank
of the Susquehanna, and embraced one thousand acres j

bounded on the northwest by Chickies Hills, and to the
south by what was afterwards called Patton's Hill. He was
the first Sheriff of Lancaster county j appointed October 4th,
1729. While Barber was Sheriff', owing to the belief that
somewhat prevailed at the time, that the seat of justice would
be established at Wright's Ferry (now Columbia), he built a
prison near his house. This prison was a strong log build
ing, and was torn down not many years since. It was in
this prison that James Annesley, alias Lord Altham, was
confined when he ran away from his master. Robert Barber
had several children, the oldest of whom was killed by the
Indians near the site of Pittsburg.

BARE, ADA.M, ""vas for many years an innkeeper, on the
New Bolland pike, and also was engaged in agricultural
pursuits. He was one of the earliest °an<'l most influential
members of the Anti-Masonic party of the county. He
was elected Sheriff of Lancaster county in the year 1830.
He was, in 1834, elected one of the County Commissioners.
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*BARTON, BENJAMIN S., son of the Rev. Thomas Barton,
was born in Lancaster, February 10th, 1766. His mother
was the sister of the celebrated philosopher, Rittenhouse.
The death of his parent's occasioned his removal, in 1782, to
the family of a brother, in Philadelphia, where he spent
several years in the study of literature, the sciences, and
medicine. In 1786 he went to Great Britain, and prose
cuted his mcdical studies at Edinburgh and London. He,
afterwards, visited Gottingen, and there obtained the degree
of Doctor of ~kdicine. On returning to Philadelphia, in
1789, he established himself as a physician in the city, and
his superior talents and education soon procured him com·
petent employment. He was, that year, appointed Professor
of Natural History and Botany,1n the College of Philadel
phia, and continued in that office on the incorporation 'of
the College with the University, in 1791. He was appointed
Professor of Materia 1Iedica, on the resignation of Dr.
Griffiths; and, on the death of Dr. Rush, succeeded him in
the department of the Theory and Practice of Medicine.
He died December 19th, 1816.

Dr. Barton was highly distinguished' by his talents and
professional attainments, and contributed much, by his
lectures and writings, to the progress of natural science in
the United States. He published "Elements of Zoology
and Botany," in which he made respectable additions to the
zoological science of our country, and displayed a degree of
genius, diligence, learning, and zeal, in this pursuit, which
do honor to our republic, and which bid fair to place him
among the most accomplished and useful naturalists of his
time. IE. 1803 he published" Elements of Botany, or Out
lines of the Natural History of Vegetables," &c. Dr. Barton
has the honor of being the first American who gave to his
country an elementary work on botany j and "if we may
judge," says Dr. Miller, in bis 'Retrospect of the Eigbteenth
Century,' "of the subsequent interest from the first fruits, it
will be rich, indeed.• This work is illustrated by thirty
plates, and discovers an extent of learning, and an acuteness
and vigor of mind, and elegance and taste highly honorable

*Thatcher's Medical Biography.
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to the author. Of the thirty plates that accompany this
work, twenty-eight have claims to more or less originality,
and many of them are completely original. They are well
executed; and most of the subjects selected for delineation
are remarkable for their rarity and beauty, or some other
peculiarity of character. Every part of this work discoveril
that the author has not been contented with compiling:
the facts and opinions of his predecessors, but that hE
accurately observed and thought for himself. He will,
therefore no dDubt be pronounced, by the best judges, to
have presented his countrymen with the most instructive
work of this kind in the English language."

Dr. Barton published" Collections for an essay towards a
Materia Medica of the United S~tes," which is the only
work, professedly, on the subject of which it treats, that
had at that time issued from the American press. In 1810
the author published a third edition of this very valuable
production. It is an original work, of great merit, and was
peculiarly acceptable to the public, as it brought into notice
numerous medical remedies, the production of our own soil,
which had been entirely neglected, but which have since
augmented and enriched the American Materia Medica. In
1805 Dr. Barton commenced the publication of the "Medi
cal and Physical Journal," to which he contributed m,any
valuable articles.

As a naturalist, the merits of Dr. Barton are of no com
mon kind j and he has deservedly received a large share of
praise in his ,own and in foreign countries, for his many and
successful exertions in enlarging the sphere of natural
knowledge. He published "Fragments of the Natura.l
History of Pennsylvania," an "Essay on the Fascinating
Power ascribed to Serpents," &c., and several memoirs on
particular specimens in zoology, in the "American Philo
sophical Transactions." In his" Views of the Origin of the
Tribes and Nations of America," will be found vocabu,laries
of a number of Indian languages that were never ,before
committed to the press j comparing these with la~guages

more generally known, both on the Eastern and v!estern
continents; and thence deducing new evidence in support of
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the opinion that the nations of America and those of Asia
have a common origin, and that all mankind are derived
from a single pair. His various works evince a closeness of
observation, an accuracy of -inquiry,. an extent of learning,
and a vigor and comprehensiveness of mind, which are
equally honorable to their possessor and to his country. It
ill but just to observe, that American science and literature
are indebted to the indefatigable labors of him whose
memoirs are here presented.1

BARTON"GEORGE WASHINGTON, a grandson of Rev.
Thomas Barton, was born in La~caster) Sept., 1807. When
a boy, he was very frolicsome and wild, and it was with
difficulty that his attention could be attracted with books.
His first instructor in the classics, was a Mr. Shiffer of Lan·
caster, but his truancy often preventerl.is appearance at
recitation time. After making some progress with this
teacher, even against his will, he was next sent to Nazareth,
a school of wide repute. His stay at this Seminary of learn
ing was between two and three years. Upon his return he
entered a printing office, and began the learning of that
trade, as he was altogether averse to the professions. Soon
afterwards he went to Philadelphia, and meeting with his
·cousin, Wm. C. Barton, an emillent Professor of Botany in
the. Jefferson College, he was by him induced to turn his
attention to the study of botany. He returned to Lancaster,
<liscontinued the printing business, and, for a time, pursued
with great <'leal the new study. Shortly afterwards he con
cluded to travel, and made several voyages to foreign coun·

i tries. In one of these voyages he was shipwrecked on the
coast of Buenos Ayres; and having made his way to the
American Consul, he was furnished a passport, and sailed
for New York. At this time he was little, if anything, over
fifteen years of age. He afterwards made his way to Nash·

lIn the year 1785, Messrs. Rittenhouse, Ellicott, Peters, and Nevill,
were appointed Commissioners to trace tl1e meridian, northward, for the
westen... boundary of Pennsylvania, beginning at the S. E. comer of the
State. In this undertaking the services of Benjamin S. Barton were
enlisted, a youth then of but nineteen years of age, but whose scientific
acqUirements, even at that early lJel'iod of his life, had rendered a useful
associr~te of the Commissiouers.-Lif8 of Rittenhouse.
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ville, Tennessee, when about seventeen, and remained in that
city about four years. During this time he was engaged in
a printing office. While in this situation he contributed
several articles for the press, which drew the attention of
Felix Grundy, who offer~d to instruct him gratis in the study
of the la,v, as he perceived him to possess talents of a rare
order. Having at that thne no taste for the legal profession,
he declined the liberal offer. Hearing of the death of his
mother, he concluded to return to Lancaster, and did so,
arriving at his home in the midst of the Jackson campaign
of 1828. After his return, he wrote some articles for the
newspapers, that caused qu{te a sensation; and among the
rest drew the attentifJu of Jalnes Buchanan. Mr. Buchanan
first met him at a barbecue at Oheves' woods, during a
political campaign, and was so delighted with the brilliancy
which his conversation displayed, that he invited him to call
and see him at his office. He did so, and the result ,vas, that
he soon became a student of law in the office of Mr. Buchanan!
He was admitted to the bar ~n 1830. He began the practice
of the profession with great eclat, and astonished everybody
with the brilliancy of his declamation, which surpassed any
thing that had ever before been heard at the Lancaster bar.
His smooth, graceful and polished oratory, is believed by
those who heard him, to have equaled the finest displays.of
eloquence of the American Oongress; and he is remembered
and constantly cited by the bar and people who heard him
as the finest declaimer "vho ever spoke before a Lancaster
jury.

After practicing la", for some years, in Lancaster, with
great reputation, he was appointed District Attorney for
Philadelphia, where he removed, and was afterwards
appointed Judge of one of the courts, by Governor Porter.
Re presided as I'Judge for three or four years. He subse
quently practised in the profession, in the city of Philadel
phia, for some time, and afterwards emigrated to California,
and located, as an entire stranger, in the city of San Fran
cisco. An opportunity was bllt needed to introduce him on
the Pacific coast. He tendered his services to an undefended
criminal, and the great bril~iancy and ability displayed in
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this defence established hiln at once, and soon he was over..
whelmed Wit business. He took rank, therefore, as one of
the leading wyers of San Francisco. But destiny reserved
but a brief ,glory for this Achille& of the bar, and death
removed the brilliant star of genius on the 25th of Decem..
ber, 1851.

BARTOl{, MATTHIAS, was a son of Rev. Thomas Barton,
and was adniitted to the bar in 1778. He was elected from
Lancaster cdunty to the Legislature, in the years 1793, 1794
and 1795. +n 1796 he was elected to the Senate of Penn..
sylvania, an~ reelected in 1800..

Mr. Bartop. was a man of superior culture, and possessed a
great<rondn'is for natural history. In his travels through
Pennsylvani and other States, he made considera1?le collec..
tions of nat i ral history; and he noted, ilU an especial man..
ner, the hab~ts of animals; in particular the viviparous quad
rupeds, and ~lso of birds alid fishes. He was for many years
engaged in collecting nlaterials for a work" on the Instincts
and Manner~ of Animals." He "also made a large collection
of the mine~al productions of Pennsylvania. In his collec
tion were m~ny specimens of the ores and clays of his native
State. !

Without ~he aid of a master, Mr. Barton excelled as a
painter and idrawer of sketches from nature. A considera
ble portion bf his leisure time was employed in painting
scenes from mature, and the animal productions of our coun
try. Some of his drawings of birds and fishes of Pennsyl
vania were apknowledged by competent judges to have been
amongst th~ most beautiful found in the department of
natural histqry.1<

Mr. Barto:p. was a gentleman very amiable in his manners,
of unspotted. private virtue, and whose charms in society
endeared him to all with whom he came in contact. He was
a useful citi~en, and ranked amongst the ablest men of Penn ..
sylvania. He died January 11th, 1809, in the 47th year
of his age. ;
BARTO~, THOMA.S, was born in Ireland, in the year

1730. He was educated at Trinity Oollege, Dublin. Shortly
after graduating, he came to America, and was for about
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two years engaged as an assistant teacher in the academy at
Philadelphia. In 1755 he returned to England, bearing a
recommendation from the Professors of the College, and the
clergy of the Province of Pennsylvania, and with an earnest
petition from the inhabitants of Huntingdon, Pennsylvania,
that he might be appointed their missionary. After the
requisite preliminaries he was ordained, and 'came back as
missionary for the counties of York and Cumberland.

He reached Philadelphia, about April 10th, 1755,. and
immediately wrote to some of the leading men of his mission,
who caused a number of wagons to be sent for his effects.
He reached the field of his labors about the last of May, and
his first care was to make himself acquainted with the con·
dition and members of his three congregations, York, Carlisle
and Huntingdon. After he had caused wardens and vestry
men to be established in the different congregations, these
met in convention, and it was agreed that he should officiate
three Sundays in six at Huntingdon, two at Carlisle, and one
at York. The labors devolved upon him in attending three
congregations, the extremes of which lay 148 miles apart,
can be easily conceived. Besides having learned that there
were within the limits of the missioD, large numbers of the
communion of the Church of England, in Shippensburg,· and
fbtU or five other settlements, he determined to visit each of
these;fmr times in the year, in order to prepare them for the
Sacram~t of the Lord's Supper, and to baptize their chilo
dren.

Scarcely had M'r~ Barton commenced his labors, before his
attention was drawn" to the wretched condition of the
Indians, some of whom resided at no great distance from the
seat of his labors; and having ,heard that a number of them
had come down from the Ohio to Carlisle, to dispose of their
fur and deer-skins, he took occasion to go among them, and
endeavored to secure their goed-will in the hope of making
himself useful to them. He invited them to church, and
such of them as had any knowledge of English, came and.
seemed attentive. Subsequently, these brought their breth
ren to shake hands with him j and the result of the interview
was, that he had great hope of being able to bring them
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under the influence of Christianity. But just at this time,
tidings came that the forces under the command of General
Braddock had been defeated, as they were marching to
Fort Duquesne, (now Pittsburg); and this was soon suc
ceeded by an alienation of the Indians, which put an end to
all hope of prosecuting, successfully, any missionary efforts
among them.

Mr. Barton now finding himself exposed to the incursions
of the French and Indians, was compelled to organize the
young men of his own congregations for defense against
their enemies; and such was his zeal and activity, that he
even put himself at their head, and marcbed eitber by nigbt
or by day when there was an alarm. In 1758, the young
men within his mission offered to join the army if Mr. Barton
would accompany them; wher~upon he proposed himself to
Gen. Forbes, as chaplain of the troops, and his services were
thankfully accepted. He was, however, absent from his
ordinary Juties but a short time, though it was long enough
to give him the opportunity of making the acquaintanne of
Washington, Mercer, and other distinguished officers of the
army.

It was during the time that Mr. Barton was engaged in
teaching in Philadelphia, in 1751, that he formed the ac
quaintance of David Rittenhouse, then about 19 years of l:l.6v.

. A warm attll.chment sprang up between Mr. Barto~ and
Esther Rittenhouse, which, in 1753, resulted in t~3ir mar·
riage. It was chiefly through the instrumentality of Mr.
Barton, that the uncommon ability of David Rittenhouse
was first discovered, who afforded ~im every facility for
developing his genius, by procuri~g him books and asss1sting
him in the study of the languages. The friendship thus early
cemented between the philosopher Rittenhouse and Mr.
Barton ~ever ceased; even the unfortunate difference of
political opinion, as regarded the propriety of revolution,
never marred the kind feelings which the one entertained for
the other.!

In 1759, Mr. Barton was appointed rector of St. James'

'Would that such liberality and high toned feeling would become uni
versal in the hearts of mankind.
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Church, and missionary for the congregations of Pequea and
Caernarvon. This position he continued to fill for the space
of 20 years. In addition to these three charges, he officiated
occasionally at the churches of New London and vVhite
Clay creek...........the one distant 35 miles, the other 50 miles·
from his residence. So great was the anlount of labor he
performed, and such the fatigue and exposure to which he:
was subjected in his missionary excursions, that he became
sensible that his constitution was greatly impaired; but he
still kept on laboring, to the extent of his ability; and the
letters )vhich from time time he ,vrote to the Society for
propagating the Gospel, show that he was resolved to per..
severe in his labors until his health should entirely fail, or
Providence should in sorne other way hedge up his path ..

Mr. Barton had never lost, in any degree, his interest in
the Indians; and was actually planning an excursion of 31

fe'\v months among them, in or about the year 1764, when
his hopes were again blasted by the breaking out of the
Indian ,var, which rendered any approach to them utterly
hopeless.

In 1770, Mr. Barton received the Honorary Degree of
Master of Arts, from King's Oollege, New York.

As the difficulties be~ween England and the colonies
increased, Mr. Barton, on account of his suspected syInpathy
for the mother country, fOLlnd his situation to become more
and more embarrassing. He still continued to pray for the
king, and this created so strong a feeling against him and his
con"gregation, that it resulted in his church being nailed shut"
and so remained till the close of the revolution.1 In a letter"
dated November 25th, 1776, he thus describes his situation:.
"I have been obliged to shut up my churches to avoid the·
fury of the populace, who \vauld not suffer the liturgy to be·
used, unless the collects and prayers for the King and royal
family were omitted, which neither my conscience nor the
.declaration I made and subscribed when ordained, would
allow me to comply with; and, although I used every pru-

tAt the breaking out of the American revolution, every Episcopal
church in Pennsylvania was closed.-Document(try History of State Of
New York, Vol. IV, p. 241.

3

PA-Genealogy



34 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

dent step to give no offense, even to those who usurped
authority land rule, and exercised the severest tyranny over
us, yet my life and property have been threatened, upon
mere suspicion of being unfriendly to what is called 'the
American: cause.' Indeed, every clergyman of the church
of Engla~d, who dared to act upon proper principles, was
marked o*t for infamy and insult, in consequence of which
the missiqnaries, in particular, have suflered greatly. Some
of them h~ve been dragged from their houses, assaulted with
stones and dirt, .. ducked in water, and obliged to fly for their
lives, driven from their habitations and families, laid under
arrest and imprisonment. I believe they were all, or at
least most of them, reduced to the same necessity with me,
of snuttirlg up their churches. It is, however, a great plea
sure to as~ure the venerable Society that, though:r have been
deprived pf the satisfaction of discharging my public duties
to my congregations, I have endeavored, r trust not unsuc
cessfully, ,to be beneficial to them in another way. I have
visited tliem from hour to hour, regularly instructed their
families, ;baptized and catechised their children, and per
formed S~iCh other duties as atoned for my suspension from
public te ching."

Mr. B rton's connection with the congregation of St.
.James, in'Lancaster, ceased sometime in the year 1777, and
near the close of the following year he and his wife went to
New YOfk, in pursuance of permission granted by the
governmtnt of Pennsylvania, under certain conditions, one
of whiuh Iwas, that he should not return again. His removal
to New York was occasioned by his refusal to take the oath
of allegi~:nce to the American government, and a passport
was furn·shed him by the Supreme Executive Council, for
his banis ment within the British lines. All his children,
excepting the oldest, remained in Pennsylvania. For nearly
two year~ he was not permitted to see his children. In 1779
his son returned frorn Europe, when David Rittenhouse,
Col. Samruel J. Atlee, (formerly one of his parishioners), and
others, exerted their influence to obtain an interview
between the parents and children. In reply to a letter from
one of these friends, apprising him of his son's arrival home,
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after a long absence, dated January 30th, 1779, 1fr. Barton
thus explains the scruples which actuated his conduct, and
reveals the sorrow which worked in the parental heart:

" I am just informed that my son has returnee. to his
native country, after an absence of between three and four
years. How melancholy and distressing is my situation t
Separated from eight children, and three congregations, to
whom I am bound by duty, gratitude, and every tie of
affection! A parent only knows a parent's woes; and such
will feel for me. You are kind enough to tell me that my son
requests me to return to my parish. What he can mean by
this request, I am totally at a loss to understand. Could the
matter have been determined by my option, I should never
have left my parish for any prospect or preferment that
could offer. But no choice was left me, but either to take
the oath or to suffer a painful separation from my dearest
connections, as well as from a country which has always
had, since I have known it, my predilections and best wishes;
a country to which I can declare (with an appeal to heaven
for the truth of the declaration), I never did, or wished to
do, any act o;r tking preju.dicial or injurious; and, though
my heart assures me that"many conscientious and good men
have conformed to the test-act, yet my own conscience
always revolted at the abjuration part of it, and prevailed
with me to· surrender every worldly consideration that
should come in competition or tempt me to a violation of
it. This, sir, was the only crilne (if a crime it be) for which
I now suffer banishrnent from all that are most dear to me:
with an interdict "not to return again." I cannot, therefore,
comprehend how I can, consistently, return before this
interdict is cancelled, or some assurance given me that I
may again unite and live quietly with my family, without
being subjected to an abjuration I cannot take. The proper
duties and profession of a minister of the Gospel should, in
my opinion, never lead him into the field of politics. In
conformity to this opinion, every man who knows me can tes
tify, that I never degraded my profession by intermeddling,
directly or indirectly, in this present unhappy contest; so that
my own scruples would be a stricter tie upon me than any
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that could; be made by oaths or testR. You will excuse my
troubling lYon on this subject, when I tell you that the kind
manner which you addressed me, has drawn it upon you/'

In reply: to another letter from Rittenhouse, he says: "To
, f

see and bel united with my children, is my earnest wish; but
how that ~appy event is to be obtained, I know not; if my
son sbon11 choose to come to Elizabethtown, perhaps I
might be ·indulged with a flag, to have an interview with
him there." This letter, written on the 15th ofFebruary, 1779t

in connection with the preceding extract, shows the motives
and emotions by which Mr. B. claimed to have been influ
enced. To understand the motives which actuated the gov..
ernment ill thus separating a father 4lfrom his family, and a
preacher from his congregation, we will glance at a corre·
spondence,! then going on between Mr. Bryan, Vice Presi
dent of the Council, and General Washington. From a let...
ter dated ~Iarch 5th, 1779, Mr. Bryan writes thus:

" This board, ever watchful of the public safety and happi
ness, tbin~ it behooves them to communicate to you their
suspicion, that Mr. Paul·Zantzinger, of the borough of Lan
caster, in tihis State, merchant, who has lately gone hence for
camp, ha.s I'a design of getting liberty to pass into New York.
For this ~Iurpose he will hold forth ·bis desire to visit his
father-in-law, Rev. Thomas Barton, now in that city. When
you know,~ the character and conduct of this divine, your
Excellency will judge better of slach a request. Mr. Barton
has long "lJ>een a missionary stationed at Lancaster by the
society in, England for propagating the Gospel. It is be..
lieved tha~ he has been very instrumental in poisoning the
minds of ~is parishioners, who are generally of very dis
affected principles, as to the present contest with Great
Britain. His late conduct in refusing to give the common
proofs of ~llegianceto this State and abjure the King of Great
Britain, and in taking the benefit of the indulgence of our
Legislature, which allowed him to sell his lands and retire,_
as he said, to Europe; but above all, his acceptance of a
chaplaincy in a British regiment at New York (as is credi..
bly reported here), and thus actively joining the enemy,
confirm the worst ideas that have been entertained of this
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gentleman. I would suggest, t.hat Mr. Zantzinger is a
trader, who has never manifested much.attention to the present
.<;ontest, and very likely to be drawn by interested views to a
mart where European merchandizes are sold at prices in
viting to men who seek pJ;'ofit merely.

"Mr. Z. is probably accompanied by a son of Mr. Barton,
.a young gentleman lately returned from England, where he
has been weaned of all fond attachment to that corrupted
·country, and brought to see the happiness and independence
of North A.lnerica in their proper light and connection.
Young Mr. Barton is a much clearer character with us than
his brother~in~law,and as such I venture to mention him."

To this General 'Vashington replied, under date of March
10th, as follows: 4

. "r ain much obliged to you for the attention y()U dis
~over to prevent any intercourse with the enemy, which
might be attended with doubtful circlJmstances. I had
t,aken my measures with the gentlemen who are the objects
.of your information b-efore I received your letter, and
restricted. them to our own lines at Elizabethtown Point,
where they had liberty to see their friends if they could ob·
tain leave to come over. This I imagined a sufficient secu
rity against any consequences which might be apprehended
£rom a more liberal indulgence."

This indulgence was not obtained until in April, 1780,
,vhen, chiefly through the influence of President Reed, the
-Council granted a passport, thus sanctioned by General
Washington; in pursuance of which, Mr. Barton met his
faIuily at Elizabethtown for the last time on earth. Of
·course the meeting must have been as affecting as the circum
,s~tances connected with it were painful. After the interview,
he bade adieu to his ~ children and returned to New York,
where he died on the 25th of the following month, in the
50th year of his age. His remains were interred in the
,chancel of St. George's Chapel in that city. His wife
(formerly a Miss Thornbury), to whom he was married in
1776, survived him many years, much esteemed for her ma.ny
virtues, by Mr. Barton's descendants. His first wife (for
merly Miss Ether Rittenhouse), now lies interred under what
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is known ,as "the Coleman pew," in St". James' Episcopal
church, inithis city.*

BARTcj>N, RHEA, son of W ffi. Barton, born at Lancaster,
was a lead~ng physician of Philadelphia. He graduated with
distinctio})j at the Dtaiversity of Pennsylvania, and soon
attained pbsition as a surgeon, excelling in the treatment of
difficult calses. His treatment of compound fracture of the
leg by bran dressing, is still followed in our large, hospitals.
His name Ihas been associated with a peculiar fracture of ·the'
radius, inialving the wrist joint, and with an ingenious ban
dage for dressing a broken jaw. He was married to a daugh
ter of the jlate Jacob Ridgway, of Philadelphia. Dr. Barton
died at h~s residence on South Broad street, Philadelphia,
January l~t, 1871.

BART~N, WILLIAM, the oldest son of Rev. Thomas Bar
ton, was ~ man of solid ability and great energy of charac
ter. In ~eptembe:r., 1775, at the suggestion of his father, he
left Amer~ca for England, bearing with him letters of recom
mendatiorl from Bishop Peters, and other persons. While
in Europe, he laid the foundation of his education, and'
otherwise! advanced his literary interests, for which he
had a peculiar fondness. He left England in 1778, and re..
turned to: America by way of Holland and the West Indies,
and landed at Baltimore, January 8th, 1779. On his pas
sage from the West Indies to the continent, he assisted in
making ~rize of a British Privateer, which was brought 10
BaltimorJ. Immediately upon landing, he took the oath of'
fidelity ahd allegiance to the United States Government.
Upon his arrival at Lancaster, he received a letter from

'David R~ttenhouse,dated January 24th, 1779, in which he
says: "~most sincerely congratulate you on your safe at
rival, and impatiently expect the pl~asure of seeing you'
here. I ireceived yours from Baltinlore, ten days after the

: date, and, immediately wrote to your father, supposing him
! to be still in New York, though we cannot be certain as to
that n1atter." He was shortly afterwards admitted to the·
Lancaster bar, and also chosen an officer of the militia of the

*Sprague's Annals of the American Pulpit. Documentary History
of the State of New York, Vol. IV., pp. 229-240.
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borough of Lancaster. His advocacy of the cause of the
struggling colonies was warm and enthusiastic. On the 18th
of August, 1789, he was nominated by President Washing.
ton, one of the judges of the \Vestern Territory, and the
Senate ratified the nonlination. He was afterwards (with
but two exceptions), unanimously recommended by the
Lancaster Bar, for the appointment to the President Judge
ship of the district, composed of the counties of Lancaster,
Ohester, York and Dauphin. In 1779, he was an ardent
Republican, and a staunch advocate of the election of
Thomas MoKearr, for Governor of Pennsylvania. Being a
finished scholar and a fine writer, he was, during that cam
paign, the one generally selected to draft the Democratic
addresses, then a leading feature of political parties. He
was, in 1800, appointed Prothonotary of Lancaster county)
and this office~ together with the commission of Clerk of the
Orphans' Court, which he obtained in 1803, he held up to
1809, when he was succeeded by John Passmore. He after·
wards removed to Philadelphia, and was chosen Secretary to
the American Philosophical Society of Philadelphia. He
obtained from the University of Pennsylvania the honorary
title of Master of Arts. He is the author of a dissertation
on the Freedom of Navigation and Maritime Commerce,
and also of a biography of the Philosopher Rittenhouse.

BARTON, WILLIAM, was elected Clerk of the Quarter
Sessions and Oyer and Terminer, in the year 1869.

BAUMAN, BENJ.A:MIN, was appointed Register of Wills
of Lancaster county, in 1818.

BAUSMAN, REV. B., D.D., son of John and Elizabeth
Bausman, was born in Lancaster township, Lancaster county,
Pa., January 28~h, 1824. rrhe days of his childhood and
youth were spent in the bosom of his parental home. As a
youth and young man, he was trained to farm work, In
early infancy, he ,vas baptized by the Rev. John Henry
Hoffmeier. He was nurtured and brought up according to
the customs and faith of the Reformed church. At the age
of eighteen he became a member of the (First) Reformed
congregatioR of Lancaster.
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After enjoying the educational advantages then usual for
:};>oys of his age, he studied for several successive winters,
with the late Thomas Y earrel, i~ the old Quaker meeting
~ouse, South Queen street (what has since become the Odd
Fellows' Hall). In the winter of 1846 he studied in the old
Franklin College, Lancaster. In the following May he

-commenced his studies in Marshall Oollege, Mercersburg,
Pa. He graduated in the college, and in 1852 completed
his course of study in the Theological Seminary of the same
~lace. In: October, 1852, he was licensed to preach the
'Gospel, at a meeting of the S}Tl1od of the Reformed church,
held in. Baltimore, 11d. Several months later he was
<lrdained to the Gospel ministry, by the Susque.hanna Classis,
and installed as pastor of the Reformed church, at Lewis..
1.)urg, Pa.

In Apr~l, 1856, h~s congregation gave hinI leave of
~bsenceJ in order to make a tour to Europe and the East.
On this tour he visited England, Scotland and Ireland,
¥ave:r:sed ~urope three times, from the Northern Ocean to
~he borde~s of Italy, spent two months in Berlin, visited
the leadin~ cities of Italy, and tarried one month in l{ome.
Thence hel proceeded over Naples and ~falta to Egypt,
yisited Alexandria, Grand Cairo, the Pyramids, and the
country round about; he proceeded on his journey through

t.he WildeInes~ of Sinai, to Jerusalem. After visiting the
principal acred places in Palestine, he returned to the
United Sta, es in the beginning of July, 1857.

In 1858~ he "ras elected by the Synod of the Reformed
church, a~sociate editor of the Reformed jYIessenger, then
published at Chambersburg, Pa. Subsequently he was
pro~oted to the position of chief editor of this paper. In
1861 he r~signed this position, and accepted a call fronl the
First Reformed church, of Chambersburg, Pa. In 1863 he
became pastor of the First Reforn1ed church, of Reading,
Fa., where 'he is still laboring.

On the 1st of Januar~r, 1867, Dr. Bausman accepted the
. editorship :of the Guard£an, a monthl~y magazine, founded
~orrle twen~y years ago, by the late Rev. Dr. II. Harbaugh,
which pos~tion he is still holding.
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After his removal to Reading, Dr. Bausman felt the want
of a religious paper. to suit the taste~ and wa;nts of the
Pennsylvania German class of Reformed people. In 186'7
he commenced the publication of the Reformirte Hausfreund,
with the view of meeting this wam. The object was to
publish a paper, written, as far as possible, in the simple,
transparent style of Luther and Claudi~s. It was, in a
measure, an experiment, and, as the result has shown, a
successful one. The Hausfreund still has its original editor.
It is an unique publication, but one that has many warm
friends and considerable influence.

Dr. Bausrnan is the author of a work, entitled "Sinai and
Zion, or a Pilgrimage through the Wilderness to the Land
of Promise," a volume of 543 pages, which has reached its
fifth edition.

He also edited Harbaugh's Harle, a volulne of poems in
the Pennsylvania German dialect, written by the late Dr. H.
Harbaugh.

At the commencement of Franklin and Marshall College,
held in June, 1871, the title of D.D. was conferred on him.

BAUSMAN, JOHN, was born in 1780, in Freilaubersheim,
in the Palatinate, Germany. His parents were named
Henry and Barbara Bausman. He emigrated to America
in 1802, and settled in Lancaster county. In 1805 be
married Elizabeth Peters, and raised a numerous and very
respectable family.

BAtTSMAN, WILLIAM, was a Justice of the Peace, and
acted for many years as a scrivener in Lancaster. He was
,elected County Commissioner in 1775. In 1777 he was
~lected Burgess of Lancaster borough. On February 1st,
1809, he \vas appointed Recorder of Deeds of Lancaster
~ounty. He owned considerable landed estate around Lan
caster.

BAXTER, JAMES, elnigrated from Ireland, and located in
Bart township. He afterwards moved to Colerain. He was
elected a member of the Legislature in the years 1810 and
lS11. He was a pure, honest and upright ll1au, and had the
fullest confidence of his fellow citizens.
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BEATES, REV. WM., was born in Philadelphia, in the year
1777. He served an apprenticeship as a tobacconist, but
on arriving at the years of manhood, he became awakened
on the subjlect of religion and studied divinity. After taking
orders, he ! was stationed at Germantown, Pa., where he
remained a number of years. Upon the solicitation of
the people of Chestnut Hill, near Litiz, in this county, he
removed frpm Germantown, and took charge of the Chest·
nut Hill congregation. Here he continued to labor for
fiffeen years, with great diligence and zeal. He next
removed to! Lancaster city, and :finding the German Lutheran
congregati~nof Lancaster scattered and distracted by dissen
sions, he at once set to work to reorganize and heal all the
differences existing in the congregation, and in this labor he
was entirel successful. He found the church groaning under
a load of ebt, and no means at hand or prospect of its pay
ment. H consented to serve the congregation as their
pastor for stipulated salary. His salary, however, as soon
as he drew!it, was immediately appropriated by)lim annually
to the liquitlation of the debt on the church, and in this manner
did he ser~e his congregation until the whole indebtedness
was remo~ed. Thus did this faithful and d~voted minister
of Christ l~bor and toil, like his Master, virtually without
compensation, but in doing so he raised an imperishable
monun'lent in the hearts of his people and of the community,
never to be forgotten. Such works as his deserve to be

I

recorded af memorials for all coming time. This genuine
servant of: Christ was no wolf in sheep's clothing, and for
many years of his later life he bore in the community the
affectionat~ name of "Father Beates." Long may he be
remember¢d. He is gone, but his name is gratefully
remember,d by many.

Father ~eates died May 16th, 1867, in his 91st year. He
was blessefl in the attainment of longer years than is usually
allotted to DIan; and he was doubly blessed in his removal
from earth, at a moment when, with sanctified mind, he wag
piously engaged in the administration of the blessed sacra·
ment of the Lord's Supper to the members of his family.
At that moment the angel of peace beckoned the aged and
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faithful servant to come and sit down in the mansions of
bliss, and accept the crown of glory which his life of
humility and self-sacrifice on earth had merited.

BECK, JOHN, was born June 16th, 1791, at Graceham,
Frederick county, Maryland. In his sixth year he came
with his parents to Pennsylvania, who located in the neigh..
borhood of Elizabethtown, Lancaster county, from whence
they moved, some years afterwards, to Lebanon county, in
the same State. In the district that his parents occupied,
there were no schools, and the subject of this notice was
sent to Nazareth Hall, in NortharIlpton county, Pa., to
receive an education.

Upon the completion of his education he returned home,
and was, in accordance with the opinion of his father, (that
every boy should be taught a mechanical occupation,)
apprenticed in Litiz, in his 15th year, to learn the shoe..
making trade. In this avocation the next ten years of his
life were spent: as an apprentice and journeyman shoemaker.
On the 2nd of January, 1815, he began teaching school in
an old building that had been used as a blacksmith shop,
and with eminent success. He had now entered the career
for which nature had peculiarly fitted him. His efforts to
promote the interests of his pupils, and the progr~ss they
made under his care, soon become noised abroad, and it was
not long till pupils began to come to him from a distance.
His reputation was established. Pupils entered his school
from all parts of Lancaster county, and scarce a State in the
Union but had its representatives in his academy. His
eminent success in this line, led to the establishment of his
large Educational In8t~'ttlte, in which several thousands of
boys have laid the foundation of their education, and where
students flocked for years from all parts of the United
States, Canada, and the "\Vest Indies. Among his numerous
pupils are men now engaged in various occupations, some as
mechanics, manufacturers, lawyers, clergymen and phy
sicians, principals of academies, members of State Legisla..
tures and of the national Congress, and officers in the army
and navy. His pupils fill the pUlpits of ten different
denominations.
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After the devotioR of fifty years of his life to teaching, he
retired from his calling on the 31st day of May,· 1865, and
now lives in easy and comfortable retirement. And though
retired, he i~ by no means idle, as he is regularly in the
habit of v~siting schools and witnessing the progress of
the pupils. lIe is, and has been for years, in the habit of
visiting sch<;>ols and institutes of learning in different parts
of Lancast~r and adjoining counties; and he annually
addresses, ~n his peregrinating tours, thousands of pupils.
nis life has' been one of great activity and usefulness.

/ BENTZ, iCHRISTIAN, was elected a member of the Legis
lature in the years 1845 and 1846.

BEISSEL, OONRAD, was a native of Germany, and fled to
escape pers¢cution in his own land. He arrived in America
about 1720,: and settled at Mill Port, Lancaster county, in
1729, wher~ he and a companion built themselves a house;
they were soon afterwards joined by other early settlers.
Wholly intent upon seeking out the true obligation of the
word of God and the proper observance of the rites and
~eremonies ,it imposed, stripped of human authority, he
c0llceived that there was an error anlong the Dunkers as
regards the observance of the Sabbath-that it was the
Seventh day that was commanded by the Lord to be observed,
.and 'that this day having been commanded and sanctified by
Jehovah, its" observance, in the opinion of Beissel, was a
matter of perpetual obligation. _No change, nor authority
for change, ~ad ever been announced to man by any power
sufficient to! set aside the solemn decree of the Almighty-a
decree which he regarded as sanctified to the end of time.
Beissel, therefore, felt it to be his duty to contend for the
ebservance i of the Seventh day as the Sabbath, that
Christians axe under obligation to keep sacred.

It was not long after 1723 that he published a tract, enter
ing into a discussion of this point, which created some excite
ment and disturbance in the Society at 1fill Creek. Upon.
this accoun~ Beissel retired from the settlement, and went
secretly to acellon the banks of the Cocalico Creek, said to
have been previously occupied by one ]JJl£melich, a hermit.
His place ox retirement was for a long time unknown to the
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people he had left, and when discovered, many of the Society
at Mill Creek, who had become convinced of the truth of
his proposition for the observance of the Sabbath, settled
around him in solitary cottages. They adopted the original
Sabbath, the Seventh day,for public worship, in the year
1728; and from t4at period, this day has continued to be
observed by their descendants.

When in the year 1732, the solitary life was changed into
a conventual one, and a monastic society was formed, the
title of Father (spiritual father) was bestowed upon Beissel,
and his monastic name ,vas Friedsam, and to this the breth
ren afterwards added that of Gottrecht, implying therein
peaceable and godly. Beissel now devoted with great assid
uity his whole tinle and attention to the spiritual advance-·
ment of his flock; the management of his secular affairs were
entirely entrusted to others. Thus unencumbered by tem..
poral concerns, he was enabled to consecrate his strength to
instracting his followers in the 'Word of life, and establish..
ing amongst them the gospel in all its truth and simplicity'.
The titles of Father and Gottrecht were conferred upon him
by his followers, and were not presumptuous assumptions
on his part.

Morgan Edwards, in his "Materials towards a History of
the American Baptists," published in 1770, gives the follow..
ing character of Beissel: "He was very strict in-his moralst

and practiced self-denial to an uncommon degree. Enthusi
astic and vvhimsical he certainly was, but an apparent
devoutness and sincerity ran through all his oddities. He
was not an adept in any of the liberal arts and sciences, except
music, in ,vhich he excelled. He composed and set to music
(in three, four, six and eight parts), a folio volume of hymns,
and another of anthems. He published a dissertation on
the fall of man in the mysterious strain, and also a volume
of letters. He left behind him several books in man'Qscript,
cl1riously written and embellished."

Bei~sel wrote a book on I-Iuman Depravity, which is as
curious as it is ingenious. He enters into long disquisitions
on the nature of Adam and his capabilities before the fall;,
explaining many things pertaining to the fall, and with it
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elucidatin~ several parts of the Scriptures whi~h would
easily have escaped the attention of men of more profundity
of genius., His views are somewhat mysterious, yet deep
and ingen~ous; but, in the present day, would be deemed
little more!; than refined speculations sublimated into visions.
Conrad B~issel died July 6th, 1768, aged 77 years and 4
months. J

BETH L, SAMUEL, was born in Columbia, Lancaster
county, P~. He was a sister's son of Samuel Blunston.
Having l~t his father when young, he, at the instance of
Dr. Kuhni was sent to Philadelphia, where he received a
classical enucation, and graduated with the reputation of
being one i of the best mathematicians of the country. He
,vas comp~etely master of Euclid, and a case of his mathe
matical inJstruments is yet preserved. He read law, and
was admitted to the bar in 1795. He inherited a large
quantity o~ real estate in Lancaster county, and the ground
upon whiqh Bethelstown now stands, was his property. He
married Sarah, a daughter of Gen. Edward Hand, of revolu
tionary memory. He was elected twice to the Pennsylvania
Legislature, and served therein as a member during the
sessions o~ 1808 and 1809. He died in the year 1819, aged
about 48 years. He lies buried in the Brick Cemetery, in
Columbia.:

BILLINGFELT, ESAIAS, was born January 11, 1827, at
Reanlstowjn, Lancaster county, of poor parentage. He was
left an otphan at an early age. He attended the public
~chools o~- his native place, where he made such progress
that when! twelve years of age he was occasionally employed
as an assiftant teacher. He was, however, soon compelled
to devote ~is time to hard labor to earn a subsistence. He
worked as a day laborer, and also learned the trade of a
hatter. ~rom his sixteenth year he taught school almost
every win'~er until 1848. In the fall of tle latter year he
entered t~e office of the late Peter Martin, where he studied
the art of Isurveying, and made himself familiar with scriven
ing and cohveyancing. In 1850 the village ofAdamstown was
incorporated as a borough, and Mr. Billingfelt having pre
viously moved to that place, he was in that year elected
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Justice of the Peace, which position he held by repeated re
elections until the year 1863. Meanwhile, in the year 1862,
he had been appointed Deputy United States Marshal for
Lancaster county. In the fall of 1863 Mr. Billingfelt was
elected to the House of Representatives of Pennsylvania,
and was in the following year re-elected. His course in this
position was so satisfactory to his constituents, that he was,
in the fall of 1866, elected to the Senate of Pennsylvania, and
at the expiration of his term, in 1869, was re-elected. In
this capacity he served, during the session of 1870, as chair...
man of t]le Oommittee on. Finance, and in 1872 he was
chairman of the Committees on Federal Relations, Retrench
ment and Reform, and also chairman of the Committee on
Constitutional Reform.

BLACK, JAMES, was born in Lewisburg, Union county,
Pennsylvania, Septenlber 23rd, 1823. He removed with his
parents in 1835 to Lancaster city, which he has since made
his permanen~home. After the attainment of the rudi~ents

'Of an English education, evincing a rare fondness for books,
he was sent by his parents to the Lewisburg Academy, where
he acquired a fair knowledge of the Latin and Greek lan
guages. He next began the study of law in the office of
James F. Linn, of Lewisburg, afterwards read with W m.
)3. Fordney, esq., of Lancaster, .and was admitted to the
bar in 1846.
. Early in life, conceiving a strong dislike to the fashionable
habit of dram-drinking, he joined a temperance organization
in 1840, of which cause he has proved himself one of the
most ardent and efficient advo·cates. Since the period of the
Maine prohibitory law movement, in 1851, Mr. Black has
acted conspicuously as a leading mover in the temperance
cause, and his name has become widely known as one of the
most sincere and enthusiastic champions of prohibition in
America. No State or national temperance movement of im
portance from that period up to the present time has been
held, in which Mr. Black's name does Bot appear as a con
spicuous participant. Always alive to the evils of intem
perance, as they presented themselves to his mind, he has
ever worked with that glowing enthusiasm which heroism
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inspires. ,is is the ardor which the rack and the funeral
pile do not ihtimidate, and though by the unreflecting his zeal
may pass for fanaticism, in the eyes of others it is the index
of genuine J1lobility and true manhood.

In politic~, Mr. Black was a Democrat until 1854, when.
the question of slavery began to absorb all others. His
bitter hatre~ of southern slavery, then induced him to yield
his adhesiotl to the Republican party of the country, which
first unfurled its national banner in 1856. With this party
he has continued to act until a recent period. At the
National Prohibition Convention, held at Oincinnati, Febru
ary 22nd, 1872, Mr. Black was nominated as the candidate of
the Temperance party for the office of President of the United
States, a marked tribute of respect for the ability and warmth
which he had displayed in his humanitarian efforts to elevate
his fellow men.

In sinceri~y, honesty and boldness of purpose, Mr. Black
ran~ amongst the noblest of his kind, and though his en
thusiasm may be criticised, his motives can not be im'
peached.

BLUNS~ON, SAMUEL, a native of England, was one of
the early settlers of Columbia. He was a man of consider.
able means, ~and bought in 1728 five hundred acres of land"
that had been the year before taken up by Robert Barber.,
His first h01;18e was a log cabin, erected near the spot where'
the present! house of Samuel B. Heise now stands. H~

imported the bricks from Englarnd that were used, in the
erection of the present house .of Mr. Heise, and some of the·
bricks were used in the construction ot the wall of the
Brick Cem~tery. He ,vas an active, enterprising man, in
his day, and! the citizens elected him a member of the State
Legislature i for 1732. He was three times subsequently
elected, and served in that capacity during the sessions of
1741, 1742 and 1744. He served as a legislator, in all, four
sessions. A Scotch filteriRg stone, in1ported by him from
England, is yet preserved as a relic, by Mr. S. B. Heise.
Samuel Blunston was married, yet left no lineal descendants,
and his large estate was divided amongst his collateral heirs.
He lies bllried in the Brick Cemetery in Columbia.
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-~BOEH1f,REV. IIENRY. His grandfather was born in
1693, and emigrated from the Palatinaty to America in
1715. lie was induced to this step by the glo\ving de,scrip.
tions given of this country by 1fartin Kendig, the head of
one of the seven families ,vho had settled in what is now
I.Jancaster county. lie landed in Philadelphia J from thence
he ,vent to GermantownJ then to Lancaster, and finally
settled in Pequea, I.Jancaster county. Soon after his
arrival, he married a Miss Kendig, bought a farm, and built
himself a house. He was by trade a blacksmith, the first
in all that region.

Martin Boehm, the father of our subject, was born N ovem ..
ber 30, 1725, and married, in 1753, Eve Steiner, \vhose
ancestors were from Switzerland. I-Iaving inherited his
father's beautiful farm, in 1750 he built a house, in which
his children were all born.

Martin Boehm ,vas first a Mennonite preacher, for that
,vas the religion of his fathers. lIe became conspicuous in
the movelnent ,vhich resulted in the organization of the
church of "The United Brethren in Christ." ~fartin Boehm
and Asbury were lifelong and fast friends. Asbury preached
Boehm's funeral sermon, at Boehm's chapel, April 5, 1812.

Henry Boehrn, the subject of this memoir, was born in
the old homestead, in Conestoga (no\v Pequea) to\vnship,
June 8th, 1775. lIe was born nine years before the Metho·
dist Episcopal church, of which he is a lueIDber, was organized.
His memory recurs to the time when persons traveled to Fort
Pitt on pack: horses. lIe had a comnlon school education,
and the old school-house and the schoolmaster he remeln~

bers distinctly. The teacher boarded frorn house to house.
IIis preceptor, being a fine German scholar, he acquired a
correct knowledge of this language. This, in after years,
,vas a great benefit to him ,vhen he preached in German,
for he was one of the first among the Methodists that
preached in that language. This he has done in fourteen
different States.

'Vhen, after an absence of many years, the aged patriarch
paid a ViEit to his native town, he inquired for his old school.

*Contributed by J. B. Good, esq.
4
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fellows, hQping to find one with whom he could converse
about by-gone days, but he inquired in vain. They ,vere all
gone, and Ihe found himself alone and lonely. Dil\vorth's
spelling b~ok, from which he learned English, and the knife
and fork He used when a little boy, have been preserved as

relics of his childhood.
IIis ear~y advantages for religious instruction were good.

lIe was Ubrought up in the nurture and admonition of the
Lord." ~orningand evening the old family bible ,vas read
and prayet was offered. His nlother, too, had much to do in
ll10ulding his character and shaping his destiny~ One evening
as he returned home, he heard a fanlilar voice engaged in
prayer. lie listened: it was his mother. Among other
things, she prayed for her children and mentioned Henry, her
youngest ~on. The mention of his name melted the heart
of the listbner. Tears rolled down his cheek, and he felt
the impor~ance of obeying God's command: U My son, give
me thine ~eart!"

In 17931 the entreaties and prayers of the father prevailed,
and the sqn's stubborn heart yielded, and he experienced, as
he always! believed, the forgiveness and pardon of his sin.

The sU~jectof this sketch was born near what is l{nown
as Boehm's chapeL It was the first Methodist house of
worship built in Lancaster county, about six miles south of
Lancaster! city. This chapel ,vas erected in 1791. It was
called "B~ehm's chapel," because it was built on Boehm's
land; and! the several Boehln families contributed much
to,vards ~ts erection. There ,vere great gatherings at
Boehm's qhapel. The Bishops and distinguished lights of
1fethodism found their way there, and preached the Word of
life. At quarterly meetings, the people came from Phila
delphia and Maryland, and Boehm's chapel ,vas a center of
influence.! It is difficult now to estimate the position it
once occubied in ~1:ethodism.

In 1798, during a quarterly meeting held in this chapel,
the now venerable subject of this sketch was converted.
A few m~nths before his probation expired, they appointed
him a class-leader: at Soudersburg.

In 1800 young Boehm attended the general Conference of
I

I
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the Methodist church, 'which commenced its session on
Tuesday, May 6th, at Baltimore. In the same year Boehm,
in company ,vith Dr. Chandler, visited Cape IIenlopen, and
here he sa\v the ocean for the first time, and having been
sick be tried sea bathing, fronl "\vhich he received great
benefit. \Vhen he returned home he found his father ready
to set out on a ministerial tour, and he accompanied him.
His father was then allied with the United Brethren. After
attending a Conference of this latter body, at which his
father was eJected one of the Bishops, he nevertheless
resolved to travel as an itinerant Methodist minister, and in
the same year began his labors.

There \vas great political excitement at the time. Feder ..
alisrn and Dernocracy ran high, and J effe-rson and Adanls
were talked about everywhere. The excitement separated
families, friends and church members. Boehnl \vas urged
on all sides to join one political party or the other.

Bishop Asbury visited his circuit, and he went with
him to the Conference, ,vhich met in Philadelphia, on
Saturday, 1fay 1st, 1802. At this Conference he was
appointed to ICent Circuit. r~rhis was the oldest circuit on
the Peninsula, being formed in 1774. lIe traveled this cir.
cuit till August, when his presiding elder removed him to
Northampton Circuit, Pennsylvania, one embracing several
counties, besides Northanlpton, 1fontgomery, Berks and
others.

Another preaching place \vas at Smithfield, Northampton
county; also at Bristol, on the banks of the Delaware, 20
rniles from Philadelphia.

The Philadelphia Conference met at Duck Creek Cross
Roads, now Smyrna, in May, 1803, in the Friends' .Meeting
House, the Methodists using their own for divine worship.
During the session of the Conference Boehrn, was appointed
to Bristol Circuit.

After this, Bishop .Asbury visited and asked him to ac
company him in his travels. They set out for the west,
and arrived in Somerset county. IIere Boehm preached in
German. The Bishop said: " Henry, you had better return
and preach to the Germans, and I will pursue my journey
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alone." Shortly after this he acquired the ability to preach
readily in iEnglish. ..

On Octdber 22nd, the yearly meeting of the United Breth
ren was he[d at his father's place. Thesemeetings generally
lasted thr~e days, and were seasons of great i~terest. He
says: "I had made an appointment to preach in the Court
House at tR,eading, but the ·Comrnissioners refused to give
up the ke~', and a large number who were assembled were
disappoint d. There was, in this town, a deep-rooted preju..
dice again t the Methodists which continued for .years. When
I passed through Reading, in 1810, with Bishop Asbury,
the boys ~ugb.ed at us and said: 'There go the }.{etho..
dist preac~ers.' They knew us by our garb, and perhaps
thought it ,I no. harm to ridicule us. In 1823, when on Lan·
caster cirduit, I succeeded in planting Methodism in Read ..
ing, and fbrmed the first class there, where I had been shut
out a score of years before. This I consider quite atriumph.

"Harris~urgwas another of our preaching places. I was
in the neighborhood of where Harrisburg now stands in 1793.
It was t~en called Harris' Ferry, from John Harris, its
founder. ~n 1803 it was a small place, and Lancaster was
then the c~pital of Pennsylvania.

"Columbia ,vas another of our preaching places. I \vas .at
this spot i~ 1791, yvhen it ,vas called' Wright's Ferry,' from
John Wright, a Quaker preacher, who carne from England,
and ,vas t~e original land proprietor.

"11y pr~siding elder vras ,Jam-es Smith, a native of Ireland.
'Ve used to call hirn 'Big Jilnmy,' to distinguish him from
t,vo othet James Smiths. I took a tour with him for
several dabrs. He preached in English, and I immediately
translated! his sermons into German. There ,vas no other
'Yay to get access to the people, many of thenl having never
heard a setman in English."

The Phi[adelphia Conference of 1804 was held at Souders
burg, comnlencing 1fay 28th. frhe place WU$ called Souders
burg, frOIR Benjamin and Jacob Souders, the proprietors.
They ",rere both 1vIethadists ; Benjanlin being a local preacher.
~!ethodisIl1l was introduced here in 1791, and a house of
worship 1Uilt in 1801. r.l~he Conference was held in a pri-
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vate room, at the house of Benjanlin Sduders, that the meet
ing-house might be used for preaching. There were 120
preachers present, and Boehm exulted at the idea of a Meth
odist Conference being held in his native county.

At this· Conference he ,vas appointed to Dauphin circuit.
On April 1st, 1805, he attended the Baltirnore Conference

in Winchester, Virginia, a place ,vhere Methodisnl had early
been introduced.

At this Conference there were seventy.four preachers
present and here Boehm, for the first tilne, saw l~ev. 'Villiam
\Vaters, the fi-rst American Methodist traveling preacher,
and also heard him preach.

The Philadelphia Conference rnet on 1Iay 1, 1805, in
Chestertown, Md., in the court house, that the meeting
house might be occupied for preaching. IIere Bishop vVhat
coat ordained seven deacons, among ,vhom ,vas Henry BoehlTI,
whose father was present, desirous to see his son invested
\vith full ministerial po,vers.

He was at this Conference appointed to St. 1fary's Oircuit.
In his travels in this circuit, he met Lorenzo Dow, who, he
says, ,vas an irregular, eccentric and yet po,verful preac}ler.
lIe heard hiln several years after\vards, in Oamden, N. J.,
,vhere he appeared quite changed and shorn of his strength.

In 1807 he ,vas, \vith 'Vill. IIunter, appointed to Penn·
sylvania Circuit, enlbracing that part of the State which
lies bet\veen the Dela\vare and Susquehanna Rivers. " It
was not," he says, "till 1807 that ,ve got a permanent foot
hold in Lancaster. It was very hard soil for ~lethoc1ism.

T\vice ,ye Inade a beginning, but failed; and for several years
the place "\\Tas abandoned. \V e had no preaching there, only
an occasional sermon. The introduction of 1fethodism into
Lancaster was providentia1. rr'he translation of the 1fetho
dist discipline into German, had something to do witll it. In
1807 I went to Lancaster to read the proof sheets of this
translation at the printers. After I had read them and vvas
about to Teturn honle, it cOllllllcnced raining hard, and I put
up at a public house "\vhere I had. often stopped. Annoyed
by the noise and confusion of the people, I left the publie
house and took a· \valk through Lancaster, to 'Nhile a1Nay the
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tinle. Wile going along the street, I met with a woman
who had b~en a menlber of the Methodist church, in Ger
manto"\vn. She told me there was a man by the name of
Philip Be*edict, in Lancaster, who had been awakened at
a camp-meleting, and he and his ,vife ,vere seeking the Lord;
and she ad~ised me to call and soe them, telling me where
they lived.1 ·1 went to their house, pointed them to Jesus,
and prayed ,vith them. As I was about leaving they said,
'0 that w1 could have l\fethodist preaching in Lancaster.'
I told the~ thpy could have it. So I left an appointlnent
to preach 4t his house. It became a pernlanent preaching
place. lnla l~ttle while I forilled a. class of six members:
Philip Be*edict and his lNife and four others. This ,vas
the nucle~s of the society, vvhich rernained pern1anent. I
am thankf~l that I had the honor of planting the tre~ of
Methodis~ in that city. Behold, how many links there are
in this singular chain; how many sinall causes to bring such
results."

At the request of Bishop Asbury, and the Philadelphia
Conferenc~, Boehm had the 1fethodist discipline translated
into Germ~n, in 1807. He employed Dr. Romer, and aided
llim in the translation. They frequently cornpared notes
and consu~tedabout certain tern1S. Boehm ernployed IIenry
and Benja*-nin GrimIer, printers, in Lancaster, to print 1500
copies. T~e Germans had an idea that the l\fothodists had
no disciplipe. 'J:'his translation corrected the error.

At the ~hiladelphiaConference, held on the 20th of March,
1808, Boelm, ,vith two colleagues, was appointed to his old
field of la~or.

After tliis, Bishop Asbury again chose Boehm as his
traveling ! conlpanion; and he traveled ,vith the latter
around a l~rge diocese.

"The vdnerable Asbury says Boehnl was sixty-three years
old when ±began to travel "\vith him. Having been greatly
exposed, he was feeble and suffered from many infirmities.
I traveledl with him Inucll longer than any of his other
companioIls, and hence survived them all many years."

He left ~he Bishop infirm at Bro"\vnsville, Pa., for a while,
and ,vent to preach, or "fill his appointments," "\vhile the
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family where he stayed took care of him. Boehm reached
Pittsburg, and preached in the court house to about a thous
and people, who came to hear the Bishop, and saw but a
plain German youth from their own State.

After the Bishop had recovered his health, they started for
Ollio, preaching in various places.

In September 6th, 1808, having spent some time in Cin
cinnati, they left for Indiana Territory, then a vast ,vilder
ness. At that time the 1\fethodist church had bu~~ seven
Conferences. The Western Conference included all the vast
tract of country lying west of the Alleghanies, as far as it
was settled, except Monongahela District, ,vhich belonged to
the Baltimore Conference. The Western Conference met

. on October 1st, at Liberty Hill, Tennessee. Some of the
appointments made at this Conference embraced the terri
tory of whole States.

The day after the '\Vestern Conference adjourned, Boehm,
in company with t,vo Bishops, started for the South Carolina
Conference, ,vhich was to meet in Liberty chapel, Green
county, Georgia, on Decem.ber 6th, 1808.

On November 23, 1808, Rembert's camp-meeting com
menced, ,vhere Boehm for the first time sa\v the Southern
preachers, all of yvhom have passed a,vay except, Pierce and
himself.

On the, 28th of N ovenlber they startetl for Charleston,
\vbere Boehtn ,vas delighted \vith the \varm-hearted brethren
he met ,vith; but 11c adds to his reflections, ,vritten n1any
years later: "It ,vas a sad day for them \vhen secession ,vas
born, and they fired upon Jj-'ort Sun1pter and the old time..
honored flag."

FraIn here they went to Southern Conference, the two
Bishops riding in a chaise; Boehrn on horseback", as a kind
of body..guard. The Conference c0111rnenced 1fonday, Dec.
26th, 1808. Here Boehm witnessed the novelty of seeing a
camp.meeting held in winter, between Christmas and N e\v

Year, where about a thousand people attended.
After the close of this Oonference Boehln started for the

North; and towards ,the end of March, 1809, reached the
home of his parents again.
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On Apri~ 3, 1809, the Philadelphia Conference met in St.
George's, ~hiladelphia,Pa. Bishops McKendree and Asbury
\vere both present. Boehm says: "It may be asked to vvhom
I was amenable when I traveled "\vith Bishop Asbury?" I
answer, to ithe Philadelphia Conference. It may be asked,
,vho repres~nted Inc, as I bad no presiding elder. I answer,
Bishop As~uTY, ,Vhen the question was asked, "Is there
anything u¥ainst IIenrJ Boehln 7" The Bishop -,vas the only
person vvhq could ans,ver it, for he ,vas the only one ,vho
knew how ~ spent the year; and he ,,,"auld answer with great
gravity, "Nothing against Brother Boehrn." It may be asked
ho,v I ,vas isupported while I traveled '\vith the Bishop? I
answer, I received i~ from the different Conferences, as the
Bishops reqeived their salaries. I\fy salary was one hundred.
dollars." :

At the a~journmentof the Conference, Bishop Asbury ~nd
Boehm went through Ne\v Jersey to IJong Branch, Staten

. Island, andi Elizabethto\vn.
On Mon4ay, 11ay 7th, 1809, they left Newark for the city

of New Y qrl{; and in the evening, Boehm went for the first
time to the! old church in John street, built by Philip Em
bury, calle~ "\Vesley Chapel;" the first in the \vorld named
after Wesl¢y.

I

On 1iay ~Oth the N e\v York Conference comnlenced its
session in ~ohn street. There were 120 preachers present.
Bishops .A~bury and 1icKendree ,vere present. .

June 16~h, 1809, he, \vith Bishop Asbury, attended the
Ne\v Englapd Conference at 1fonmouth, ill 1faine. After its
close, they ~raveled through northern New York; and after
vvards enteted Pennsylvania, reaching the Valley of ,Vyom
ing, famed ~y Campbell.

'rheir a~pointments ,vere generally sent forward, and in
consequenc~of heavy rains, swollen rivers and muddy roads,
they ,vere ~ighty miles behind their Sabbatll appointments.
The Bishop says: "Brother Boehm upset the sulky and
broke the ~haft."

From w~at has.been said, it is evident that the office of a
Methodist Bishop, at the time ,ve speak of, was no sinecure;
and that Brhm, in accompanying himl had more to do than
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play the fine gentlernan. It ,vas, indeed, toil, intense toil, as
much as body and soul could endure. During this tour
Boehm visited all the Methodist Conferences then in existence
in the United States, and preached the gospel in fifteen
States, and became acquainted with the great men of
Methodism in the ministry and laity, Ea~t, West, North and
South. He says: "Never was a mariner after a perilous
voyage more rejoiced to get into harbor than we were to
reach the old family mansion of my father. We arrived
there on Friday, July 28, 1809; but both my parents were
from home; therefore, Mr. Asbury concluded to go right Oll,

,vhile I went to a camp-meeting, near Morgantown, where
I met my parents, and they embraced me with joy. I had
been in seven different States, besides the Province of Maine,
since I saw theIne At the camp-meeting I heard my father
preach in Gernlan. I preached immediately afterwards in
English." lIe no\v started to overtake Bishop Asbury, and
came up with him 011 August 3, 1809, at Fort Littleton.
~oon after, our subject and the Bishop directed their journey
,vestward, through Pittsburg to CincinNati, where, on Sep
ternber 30, 1809, the ",Vestern Conference commenced its
session, and from thence to Charleston, South Carolina, where
Conference comrnenced on December 23, 1809.

They next returned to Virginia. Of this journey }-{ev.
Boehm says: U My sufferings can never be told. The day
we rode to Petersburg, we stopped to rest in the woods, and
I lay down upon a log, for I ","as too weak to sit up. The
time came to start, and I told the Bishops (Bishop McKendree
had now rejoined us) to go, and leave me there. I felt as if
I would rather die on that log than go Oll. They lifted me
from the log on to my horse, and in this plight I rode to
Petersburg. When we arrived there, about sundown, I was
so ,veak they had to lift me from my horse and carry me
into the house."

On the way south of vVashington, they met that peculiar
genius and llnequaled orator, John Randolph, of Roanoke. He
,vas riding, and had his dogs with him in the carriage. His
~qmplexionwas very dark, and his eyes ~"ere black. They
reached Baltimore, and from here Boehm went to see his

5
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father, wh , retllrned with him to Baltimore to attend the
Conferencet The elder Boehm preached in the Rev. Otter
bein's church. He, Otterbein, and Asbury, were great
friends. Henry Boehm says: "This ,vas my father's last
visit to Ba~timore, his last interview ,vith Otterbein, and the
last time ie ever attended an annual Conference. :U"rom
Baltimore they ,vent to the Philadelphia Conference,. ,vhich
commenced its session A.pril 18, 1810, at Easton, 1fd.
vVhen'the ! appointments ,vere read o~ they included the
following: : 'Henry Boehm travels "\\rith Bishop Asbury.'
'I'hey now visited the Pittsfield (N. Y.) Conference, and froID
there ,vent! to the New England and Genesee Conferences.
Boehm sa of their journey from the Genesee Conference:
" ,Ve com enced our Southern and Western tour. Such a
doleful, fea ful ride, few Bishops ever had; and it ,vas one
calculated ;0 malce the traveler rejoice ,,,hen at the end of
his journe~. Asbury, at that time, in consequence of infirlni
ties, rode ~n a sulky, and I on horseback. Sometimes I
would rid~ before him, and then in the rear. We would
occasionall~ change when be ,vas tired, or the roads very
rough." I

Asbury, I in his journal, says: n'Ve lnust needs come the
Northumbfrland road; it is an awful wilderness. Alas!
read and prayed in the ,voods. I l~ave the rest to God.
In the last Ithree days and a half ,ve have ridden one hundred
an~ forty! miles. What mountains, hills, rocks, roots!
Brother ~oehm ,vas thro'w'n from the sulky" but provi~

dentially ~ot a bone was broken."
Again, :$oehm says: "'rhe road ,vas so rough that Bishop

Asbury co~ld not ride in the sulky; it jolted and hurt him,
so he and ±exchanged, and he rode my horse, and I in his
vehicle. If he had been thrown out as I ,vas, he probably
would have been killed. No bone of mine was broken, and
yet the :flesh ,vas torn from my left leg so that I was a cripple
for month$. I suffered more than if it had been broken.
~iding ani horseback ,vith that poor leg, no language can
describe ~y suffering."

Boehm and the Bishop reached home again. Mr. Boehm
says: u After an absence of months I remained at home

PA-Genealogy



OF LANCASTER COUNTY.

one day and two nights, and the Bishop said, C Henry,
we must move.' My father and sister, and many others,
went to Lancaster, where, on the 5th of August, ","'e had a
great day. The Bishop even felt an interest in this place,
where ,ve had such a hard time to obtain a foothold. He
preached morning and evening; James Smith at three, and
I immediately after him in German. The Bishop rejoiced
to see such a comfortable house of worship here, and, wrote :
, After forty years' labor ,ve have a neat little chapel of our
own.' , Good..bye,' I said to my friends, and at noon on
Monday, we were at Columbia, where the Bishop preached.
I was lame, and the lameness was increasing, but I did not
Inention it to my parents, lest they should urge me to stay
at home, or 'Norry about me when I was gone, therefore I
bore my sufferings in silence.."

Their route no\v again ,vent through Carlisle, Shippens
burg, Chambersburg, Connellsville, Bro\vnsville, to Pitts
burg. From Pit~sburg they ,vent ,vest, to Chilicothe and
Cincinnati, to the 'Vestern Conference, ,vhich was held in
Shelby county, 1(y. Froln there they ,vent south and
attended the South Carolina Conference. January 28th,
1811, they started to cross Cape Fear river, and narrowly
escaped losing their horses and lives. Boehm says: "Bishop
Asbury was much alarn1ed, far more so than I had ever
seen him. Our preservation and that of the horses was
providential."

They next attended the Virginia Conference, then the
Baltimore Conference, after which Boehm left the Bishop
and ,vent home to see his parents, whom he found well.
l\fr. Boehm, on this trip, preached in Lancaster.

After the sessions of the Philadelphia and New England
Conferences, Bishop Asbury and he made a visit to Canada.
Boehnl says: " We crossed the St. Lavvrence in romantic
styIe. vVe hired four Indians to paddle us over. They
lashed three canoes together and put our horses in them,
tlleir fore-feet in one canoe and their hind-feet in another~

It ,vas a singular load, three canoes, three passengers (the
Bis]lOp, Smith and myself), three horses and four Indians.
They were to take us over for three dollars."
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From C nada they passed through the Genesee country, and
then reached home, the elder Boehm and Asbury to meet
on earth fqr the last time.

On Augiu~t 20th they started for the west and south;
attended ~he Virginia Conference Febrnary 20th, 1812.
Afterward~, while attending the Baltimore Conference,
Bishop A~bury seelned to have a presentirnent of the elder
Boehm's d~ath, and they reached honle and found the aged
patriarch *0 more.

Sunday,1 April 5th, BisllOP Asbury preached his funeral
sermon atlBoehm's Chapel, to an immense cro,vd.

On Ma~ 1st, 1812, they attended the General Conference
in the cityt of New York. This was the last General Confer
"ence Asbury attended.

Boehm :soon afterwards ceased to travel ,vitl1 the Bishop.
rfhe lattet' thus spoke of the connection with him in his
travels: "]'or five years he has been my constant compan~
ion. He served me as a son; he served file as a brother;
he served lOme as a servant; he served Ine as a slave.~'

Boehm was now appointed preRiding elder of Schuylkill
district, embracing Boel1m's Cl41apel, so that he might b!3
more Witt his wido~Ned mother.

In 1~1 he ,vas appointed to Chesapeake district. On
July 4th I e visited his mother, and Asbury rnet him there.
They went'together to Lancaster, and there parted for the
last timeJ Asbur.y died at the llouse of George Arnold, of
Spottsylv~,nia,Virginia, ~farch 31st, 1816.

At thlPhiladelphia Conference, held April 18th, 1816,
Boehm was elected a delegate to the General Conference,
,vhich m~t in Baltimore, May 1st, 1816. Bjshop Asbury's
funeral s~rvice ,vas here held, at which Boehln was one of
the mourners, and Bisbop l\fcl~endreepronounced the funeral
oration. ~IHe left a ,vill, of which Boehm was one of the
executor ; and no"\v, for a long time, the only surviving one.
At the onference held ill Philadelphia, in April, 1817,
Boehm wjas appointed presiding elder of Chesapeake district.
He maud several tours with Bishop McI(endree, and also
with Bislop George. In 1819 he ,va,s appointed presiding
elder of the Delaware district.

I

I
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In April, 1821, Conference was held at l\filford, Delaware;
and Boehm was married no,v and resided there. lIe ,vas
reappointed to the same district. I

In 1823 he was all Lancaster circuit. Iris mother died
in November of that year, and ,vas buried beside his father.
In 1826-7 he ,vas on Strasburg district. For fourteen years
he \vas on circuits after he left the districts. He got a little
hOlne on Staten Island, and took a supernumerary relation.
11e1'e his wife diej. He ,vas a nlenlber of the General Con
ference of 1832, and \vas present at the memorable Confer
ence in 1844, when the church South seceded. He had
much to do in laying the foundation of German NIethodism
in New York. In 1856 he visited Lancaster again, ,vhere
he was heartily welcomed by John Boehm's ,vidow. He
spent several weeks in the vicinity in visiting old friends,
and preaching. He found Philip Benedict and his wife still
living, who are no\v both dead. They tall{ed over the early
struggles and triumphs of ~fethodisln in Lancaster.

He visited Boebul's Chapel, frorn ,vhose 1vindows he could
see the graves of his father and mother. The friends of his
youth ,vere all gone. lIe visited the ,vest again, and won~

uered at the changes since he had traveled there. In Day~

ton, in the publishing house of the "United Brethren in
Christ," he saw a portrait of his father. lIere be also sa\v
an excellent likeness of Father Otterbein.

He visited his relative, Samuel Bink:1ey, who formerly
lived near bis father. Here a cane was presented to hin1,
"rhich originally belonged to Otterbein, 1vho gave it to
Asbury, and he gave it to the elder Boehm. After his
return home, he again ,vent \vest and stayed a year in Cin ..
cinnati, where he preach~d before Conference in Xenia, and
,vas present at the marriage of G-eneral Grant's sister in
Covington, Kentucky, to a Gernlun preacher stationed in
Cincinnati.

In 186-1 lle attended the General Conference in Philadel
phia, and addressed it on the topics of the past and present.
lIe brougbt the tears to many eyes in recalling the hardships
he and many of the fathers endured.

During the last few years he has annually made a visit to
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Lancaster~ where he still preaches the Gospel whenever he
comes. tiS appe&rance is venerable and commanding, his
enunciati n plain, distinct and deliberate. His memory is
very goo I' and anecdotes nearly a century old fall from his
lips vvith peculiar grace.

On Oct~ber 1st, 1871, he was present by special invitation,
to lay thei corner-stone of the ne\v 11ethodist church in East
King stre~t, Lancaster, wllere he expressed his gratification
in being! able to l)ehold the progress of the Methodist
churches 'from their early ,veak:ness and struggles to their
present P9sition of influence in the com]nunit~y.

At thel General Oonference of the Methodist Episcopal
church, hfld in 1tfay, 1872, at Brooklyn, New York, he was
present a*d addressed the assembled ministers, who heartily
welcomed the venerable veteran, and he left them carrying
,vith hiln ~heir hearty congratulations and lnany good wishes
for his hafpiness in the deep shades of his far advanced life.

BOMB~RGER, GEORGE H., \vas a soldier of the war of
1812, an~ marched to the defence of Baltimore in 1814. lIe
was, in ~822, appointed Deputy l\larshal of the Eastern
District o~ Pennsylvania. In 1823 he was appointed Clerk
of the O~phans' Court. fIe was for many years one of the
leading c~nveyancersand scriveners of Lancaster.

His son, Dr. J. H. A. TIonlberger, is President of Ursinus
College, Pennsylvania, and a theologian of wide reputation
in the Reformed church. He is also editor of the Reformed
Church J(onthly, and the author of several theological ,yorks.

BOMBIERGER, JOHK, was a merchant tailor of Lancas
ter, and 1man of considerable wealth and standing in the
commullifY. I-Ie ,vas elected Cou.nty Commissioner in 1811,
and appo nted Recorder in 1839.

*nOMpERGER. The Bomberger fan1ily of Lancaster
county', ~nd in fact mostly all bearing this name in the
United States and CanadasJ are descendants of Christian

I ,;J

Bomberger and Maria his wife, who emigrated from Eshel~

brun) Baaen, and arrived ill this county on the 12th of 1iay,
1722. lIe took up and settled upon a tract of land in ""Var..

*Con~ributed by I. F. Bomberger, of Litiz.
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wick township, ,vbich is now in possession of Christian
J30mberger, Jacob Bomberger, and Levi B. Brubaker. It
contained 548 acres, the patent of '\vhich is still preserved,
and bears date lvIay 22nd, 1734.

lIe had t\VO sons, named John and Christian, and Si:K

daughters. John's descendants ,vere five sons, viz: Michael,
John, Christian, Joseph and Jacob. Of 1fichael, John and
Joseph, no record can be found. Jacob removed to Dauphin
county, and but one of his descendants, Jacob, who at present
resides in Harrisburg, is kno'w'n to exist. Christian had
seven sons, viz: Joseph, David, 1foses, Peter, Samuel,
Christian and John. lvIoses, Peter and John, had no children.
Joseph had t\VO sons~ one of which, Elias, removed to Vir ..
ginia.. Samuel and Ohristiall \vent to Canada; and David
had two sons, viz: Isaac and Christian (Doctor). The
fornler bad two sons, Cyrus and Isaac, both residing now in
Penn to\vnship; and the "latter, \vho is still living, has t,vo
sons, Isaac F. and Samuel G., all residing in 'Vat\vick:
township.

Chl~istian's descendants \vere fiye sons,' viz: J oh11, Chris
tian, Jacob, Joseph and Abraham. Of Christian and Abra
ham, no record is found. Jacob had no children; Joseph
had three, Ohristian, Joseph and John; and John had seven,
viz: Christian, John, Jacob, Joseph, Abram, Daniel and
Peter. John had t,vo sons, Christian and Jacob, vvho live
upon the old bon1estead. Christian's descendants are in
Cumberland county. Jacob left but one descendant, IIenry,
\vho resides in 'Var\vick. Peter's descendants are repre
sented by his grandsons, John B., Elias, l\{artin E., Christ,
and Abram, of ~fanheim. Joseph, Abram and Daniel, have
left descendants in different parts of the county; their exact
lineage cannot be traced.

BOWMAN, H. B., ,vas born at Ephrata, Lancaster co.,
Penna.) in the year 1804. TIe received a good English edu..
cation, graduated in the Pennsylvania :11edical Oollege,
Philadelphia, and practiced medicine in the village of Neffs·
vill~, Lancaster county, until the autunl of 1848, when he
was elected Recorder of Deeds in and for Lancaster county~

the duties of which office he discharged during his official
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term ,vith ; ntire satisfaction. In 1856 he started a \voolen
mill at NeJ;rsville. In 1862 he \vas elected a menlber of the
Legislatur~ of Pennsylvania, and in 1863 was re-elected,
serving hr'th terIns t.o. the satisfaction of his constituents.
Dr. Bowm n died July 21st, 1869. .

BO,VM N, JOSEPH, ,vas in 1854: elected Prothonotary of
Lancaster ~ounty.

*BOW~AN,SAMUEL. The subject of this memOIr IS a
striking irtstance ef that noblest of all spectacles, a poor
and uninfl~ential young man, making his ,vay in life and
struggling!for intellectual improvement. WheR men born
to affiuende, and aided by all the appliances of the best
academica~ training, succeed in acquiring knowledge,
become uspful in their day and generation, and gain for
themselvet position, and succeed in having their names
inscribed on the rolls of fame, \ve cannot withhold our
admiratioJ and a just tribute of praise. What shall we say
then, ,vhe~ we behold a young man encumbered by all the
irnpedimeqts that adverse cirCUlnstances can interpose, by
his energyl.and indomitable perseverance overcoming them
all and bJcoming a conspicuous and shining light, whose
benign in~uence extends beyond his ilnmediate neighbor
hood, and lasts long after his earthly career is terminated?

It has b, en well said, that where there are no examples of
excellence I there ,viII be no efforts to attain it. In this
instance w:e have a spirit who finds an ideal character of
excellence: in the fertile resources of his own mind, and faith
fully and t'o a considerable degree successfully struggles to
realize this soul-born ideal of perfection. Truly he) in
departing, !left behind him

I -" Footprints on the sands of time;
Footprints that perhaps another

Sailing o'er life's solemn main,
.l\. forlorn and shipwrecked brother

Seeing, shall take heart again."

Our su ject was born at Bowman's 1fills, in Berks county,
Pennsylv ia, on the first day of December, 1789. His father,
Christian I'Bauman, (as the name originally was written in

*Contributed by J._B. Good, esq.
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Gerrnan), was a S\viss Mennonite, ,vhose ancestors had
emigrated to America on account of the religious persecu..
tions that follo\ved the revocation of the edict of Nantes by
Louis XIV. His mother was Nancy Huber, of ,vhose rela ..
tjyes a nunlber are still living in this county.

Of his early years little is kno,vn except that his mother,
in his childhood, perceived that he was different fronl the
rest of her children, and, as it is said, in view of the approach
of her death, ,vhich occurred V\Then he was still quite young,
was nlucb concerned for him, not kno\ving whether his
peculiarities indicated mental vigor or imbecility.

As soon as he ,vas sent to school, however, it became evi..
dent that he had a natural fondness for letters, and he soon
made suc'h progress that he far outstripped all his school..
mates.

English schools had no existence in those days in the
neighborhood ,vhere young Bowman ,vas born and raised.
In his father's family, and in the ,,,hole neighborhood for
rnany nliles around, no other language than the Pennsyl
vania German ,vas in use. He, ho,vever, assiduously applied
hilllself to the study of the English language, and for this
purpose procured the best dictionaries that he could obtain,
and he soon gained considerable proficiency in the language.

After he had attended the schools in the neighborhood,
and having nearly attained the years of manhood, he
attended a school kept in the neighborhood of Chul'chtown,
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where he had the oppor
tunity of conversing in English, \vith both teachers and
pupils.

Irere he studied surveying, '\vhich he after'\vards so exten
sively and successfully practiced for many years, and in
\vhich he attained, perhaps, to as much skill and habitual
accuracy as any other surve,yor in the State or elsewhere.

IIis clear head and logical mind were eminently fitted for
practical geometry. His love of justice and equity, and hjs
high character for honesty and uprightness of purpose, all
combined to make hinl afterwards the most successful
practical surveyor in the ,vhole neighborhood for many
miles around.

6
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About this time his taste for general literature commenced
to develop itself. From the time he had learned to read
be continued to nlanifest a relnarkable love for books and a
taste for ~'he beautifuL It is in regard to this feature of his
character that we have the greatest reason to admire this,
in many r, spects, extraordinary man. Surrounded by those
,vh6 had no literary taste at all; the ignorant, the illiterate
and the bigoted, he not only acquired a just taste for ele
gant literature, so that he enjoyed the best productions of
art, and the creations of the beautiful, especially in poetry,
but he alJo occasionally composed himself. His style ,vas
very nervous and clear; his points made '\vith much clear
ness, force· and precision.

In his: library were found some of the best classical
authors i~ the English language, and he never bought books
for playtllings or for sho'v, but he used and studied ,thenl
till their ~ontents became almost a part of himself.

It was thus that he acquired an almost inexhaustible fund
of illustr~tive anecdotes; and there was no one who l{new
ho,v to apply them in conversation more opportunely and
with fine:rt effect than himself.
Amon~ other authors he used to read and admire, was

Pope's t~anslation of the Iliad and Odyssey of Homer.
Boswell's: life of Dr. Johnson he also enjoyed very ffitLch, on

! account pf the sterling character of the great moralist,
though 4e heartily despised the sycophantic biographer.
Among tpe German poets, he especially loved the witty and
sarcastic jLangbein, ,vhose lively verses he enjoyed with
exquisite! delight. But he h1d a clear perception of the
excellent i and beautiful, and he admired and prized it
,vherever he found it in his extensive reading.

In i81? he was married to Elizabeth Bauman, a'distant
relative, ~n estimable lady, and one '\vho ,vas possessed of
considera~le personal attractions. Of this marriage ,vere
born se~eral children, only one of whom (a daughter,
married tb Mr. Isaac Sensenig), is living at this time. His
wife surv~ved him a few years.

From ~815 to 1820 he ,vas, during the winter months,
engaged in teaching school. During the rest of his time he
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follawed surveying, scrivening, and sometimes ordinary.
labor. He never considered it beneath his dignity to perform.,.
when necessary, any kind of honorable labor.

In teacl1ing se11001 he exercised a remarkable influence·
over his pupils. He acquired a wonderful reputation
among his neighbors, on account of his great knowledge; for
they ga~ed,

" And still they gazed, and still the wonder grew,
That one sUlall head could carryall he knew."

But he \vas especially famous for his success in keeping good
order and governing his school ,veIl. To this day there are
some of his pupils living, who, when talk:ing about the degene"
racy of modern sc11001 government, will say: '~It was not
thus in Sam Bowman's school."

In 1820 he built the first house in the place, which was
after\vards named after him, "Bowmansville." This place is
situated in the valley of the Muddy Creek, in Brecknock
township, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, about four miles
from Bowman's Inill, the place of his birth.

r~rhe house he built was arranged for keeping a country
store. Here he commenced the mercantile business imme~

diately after the building ,vas finished. His means were
small, and he had, to a great extent, to begin his career upon
borrowed capital. But such were his industry, economy and
business qualifications, that he 800n became a lender instead
of a borrower. His well-known character for honesty and
fair dealing, as ,veIl as his pleasing social qualities, attracted
cro"\vds of customers. His store was resorted to far and near;
and it is very remarkable that this lllan, so different in his
views, tastes and habits of thought from those by whonl he
,vas surrounded, should yet have maintained their friends11ip,
confidence and esteem in an unusual degree. rr'bis fact alone
proves the high moral qualities of the man, and his unex
ceptionable deportment towards all those with whom he
came in contact.

In the meantime he also follo\ved the business of a sur
veyor and conveyancer. He was soon appointed and com~

Inissioned a justice of the peace, in which office, ho,vever,
he did not act, except to take acknowledgnlents of deeds and
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other leg 1 instrulnents of writing, of which he prepared
great num ers.

On the :first day of April, which is the general moving and
settlementIday in Lancaster county, his store was the place
vvhere thel business of the whole neighborhood was trans
acted. H¢ had to perform not only the duties of a country
merchant, ~ut also those of a scrivener, banker and legal
adviser. ~ndeed, his neighbors reposed so much confidence
in him, th~t he was frequently consulted on general matters
of private'lbuSiness, and his advice was considered so valua·
ble that it was almost invariably followed.

In 1840ia post-office was established at his store, and was
after him named" Bowmansville," and he ,vas appointed post·
master, w~ich position l-.te held for a Dumber of years, and
performed lits duties to the general satisfaction of his neigh-
bors. l

He neve~ held any other office except the t\VO mentioned,
justice of ~he peace and postmaster; and yet his influence
was greatet than those of many men who have held pronli
nent positions in the gift of the people. He never could
condescen~ to wallow in the nlire of political scheming and
corruption~ His nature was honest and straightforward, and
incapable o[ the mean actions and petty tricks of professional
politicians.:,

From wlh.at bas been said above, it is evident that his life
was one of Iconstant and unremitted labor, both of mind and
body. Being rather corpulent, as he advanced in life his
aversion to active out..door exercise increased, and the con
sequence ~as that his physical constitution sufferea, and he
,vas attack

1
d with paralysis. His mental vigor also gradu

ally declin d, until be was forced to retire from active busi
ness. The transition from constant activity to the confine
ment of 'his roorn affected him unfavorably. His health COna

tinued to grow worse, until after a short confinement to his
bed he died, January 19th, 185'7, at his honle in Bowmans·
ville, surrqunded by his family, and mourned by a large
number of rriends and acquaintances.

It is very seldom that the death of a mere 'private citizen
occasions so great a void in the com1)1unity as did that of
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the subject of this sketch. IIis character was altogether
pure and his morals irreproachable. His word was never
doubted. His advice was doubly valuable, because it came
from one whose ,visdom, honesty and integrity of purpose
"rere undoubted, quite above suspicion. To his unlettered
neighbors his kno,vledge and general intelligence were mat
ters of wonder. lIe stood so much head and shoulders
above them all, that bis ,attainm~ntswere by them supposed
to be almost infinite, and his judgment infallible. But be
was admired by others tl1an his illiterate neighbors. Intelli
gent strangers were often surprised to find a man of his
superior qualities in a locality where they had not supposed
that they should meet with any save the plain and simple.

In his business habits, he \vas very careful and methodicaL
The deeds of conve~yancc and other instrulllents of "\vriting
lle prepared, and the drafts of the numerous surveys he
Inade, all attest the anxious care as ,veIl as consummate skill
-\vith which he performed bis ''lork:. lIe had a laudable
ambition to be esteemed a correct and cornpetent business
n1an; and all ,vho knew him and had business transactions
,vith him can bear testimony to the ability and honesty ,vitl1
'vhich his affairs \vere conducted.

In his intercourse "\vith his neighbors he was l"emarkably
genial and social. lie seemed to forget his superiority 'vhen
he came in social contact \vith those around him, and in
every respect identified himself with them.

As regards his religious views and opinions, it is difficult
to faithfully portray them. The peculiar circunlstances
which surrounded hiln in his early youth, had undoubtedl.y·
much to do with his religious impressions. The religion of
his parents and reJatives ,vas clothed in anything but an
attractive garb. Dry dognlas, narro,v, bigoted views, and
unenlightened sectarian zeal, were elements as unattractive
to his mind as could be ,veIl conceived. '1'he natural con
sequenee was, that every thing bearing the name and
resemblance of religion, became odious to him. rrhe active
energies of his rnind soon raised doubts as to the truth of a
system ,vhose aspect was so uninviting and whose spirit )vas
so uncongenial to his more refined natur~. And, when
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parentallov,e and solicitude for his spiritual welfare brought
the strong¢st argumeRts they could co~mand to bear upon
him, they: were so absurdly conceived or so awk\vardly
handled, that his clear head and subtle discrimination could
not help b~t perceive their weakness and absurdity. The
inevitable ieonsequence unfortunately ,vas, that he took for
granted th~t these ,vere the strongest arguments that could
be advancJjd in support of t,he truth ,of the Christian system,
and be bec~nle-askeptic. In these doubts he becalne more
confirmed ~}y reading various authors, such as Volney and
others; b~t such \vaS his modesty and conscientious fear of
injuriously affecting others, that he never openly gave
utterance tio his opinions.

These d<Dubts cost him many sleepless nights, and they
followed htffi more or less from his youth through middle
life; and i~ ,vas only after his sun had crossed the meridian
and the lengthening shado'vs of the evening of life closed
around hin~, that his mind rested in peace upon the truths of
the gospel as revealed in the Bible, and died in full faith
aRd expect~tion of a glorious res1'lrrection.

*BOWMA~, REV. DR. SA}fUEL, ,vas born in \Vilkesbarre,
in the beaJtiful Wyoming Valley on the 21st of May,,,1800.
llis father was an officer in the Revolutionary war, and
was an active participant in the battle of Lexington. Edu..
cated at all academy in his native place, the la\y had been
chosen as Ihis profession, but he soon became a student of
divinity, h~ving been brought under deep religious convic~

tion by the sudden death of his father, which resulted fr0111

an acciden~. lIe ,vas ordained in Philadelphia, August 25th,
1823, and entered upon ministerial duty in this county; in
the same year preaching his first sermons in Leacocl{ and
Salisbury itownships, ,vhere he remained about two years.
In 1825 h~ ,vas stationed at Easton, but in the follo"\ving
year he re~urned to his former charges in this county. In
1827 he accepted a call to the Rectorship of St. James'
church, in ithis city, one of the oldest Episcopal parishes in
the State. I Of the acceptable manner in which he more than
discharged the responsible duties of this sacred station, we

'~Froln the Lancaster Daily E~'ening Express.
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are not confined in our search for testimony to that of his
o\vn branch of the church; nor indeed to the circle of pro
fessing Christians of whatever denomination. Dr. Bo,vman
not only had the unlimited confidence of the members of his
o\yn congregation, but his friends were legion amongst th~se of
no church connection. The characteristics which so strongly
attached him to all who l{ne,v him, gre\v with his growth~and
strengthened with his ~years. His attachment to his parish and
to the community was so deep, that he would never accept any
position ,vhich involved the necessity of abandoning Lan
caster as his home. In 1845 he ,vas, against his own incli
nations, voted for as the eandidate of those in convention
who opposed Rev. Dr. Tyng for bishop, and was several
times elected by the clergy, but the laity refused to concur.
The contest \vas long and exciting, and Bishop Potter "\\ras

finally elected as a compromise candidate, much to Dr.
Bowman's gratification, who ,vould have accepted the office
with much reluctance, if at all, for the reason above stated.
In 1848 he ,vas elected bishop of the diocese of Indiana,
,vbich he declined again, reiterating his desire to remain
,vith the flock between ·\vhom and himself there was such a
strong attachment.

\iVith regard to the t,vo partjes ,vhich unfortunately exist
in the Episcopal church, Bishop BO\vn1an ,vas a conserva
tive, even to the extent of ignoring the existence of 1Nhat
are called" Hjgh" and" Low Ohurch." It ,vas only on the
Sunday night previous to his death, ,vhile ,v-all{ing home
\vith hin1 from St. John's Free Church, "rhere he preached
his last discourse, that he remarl{ed that unrestrained party
spirit had brought the existing calamity upon our nation,
and that if it ,vere possible to destroy the church of Christ,
party spirit ,vonId be the instrumentality through which it
\vould be accon1plished. He regarded party as the besetting
sin of both church and State. This, indeed, had been the
spirit of his earnest discourse, at St. John's, that evening,
based upon the word of St. Pa nI, addressed to the church at
Corinth-" For I am determined not to know any thing
among you, save Jesus Christ, and Him crucified."

And this was the spirit in which he accepted the office .of
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Assistant Bishop, three .years before. The convention failing
to make a choice between Dr. Vinton and himself, Dr. Bo\v
mall offere~ a resolution for a committee to report to the
conventio11' a candidate, which he advocated with great
earnestnes~ and ability, solernnly and emphatically with ..
drawing h~s name fronl the nominations before the conven
tiorr. He ~aid God brought men together by ways unknown
to them. IRis name had been placed there without any feel
ing of aml>ition on his partl His great and only desire was,
that he miight pass the rest of his days in the humble, yet
llonorablei station of the rninistr.y, to lNhich he was so sincerely
attached. ! lIe expressed the hope that the carrying out of
this resolution ,vould prove the breaking dOvvn of the parti..
tion that existed between 'some portions of the church, in
"which chqrch all should be of "One Lord, one Faith, and
one Bapti~m." I.Jet the only strife be, he continued, as to
,,,ho shall Iexpend rnost labor in the cause of God. Let us
no lOl1ge~ array ourselves under party leaders. Let our
only mot~o be, "P1·0 Deo, pro ecclesia, et hom1,"num salute I"

After the election of Dr. Dowlnan, he ,vas introduced to
the conv~ntion, by a committee, as the Assistant Bishop.
lie closed a feeling address ,vith the " fervent hope that the
\vork wliich the convention had accomplisbed that day
1Nould re40und to the unity and advancement of the cllurch,
through ~esus Christ our Lord."

In 18~1, 011 the occasion of his thirtieth anniversary as
Rector o~St. James', Dr. Bowman thus alluded to the changes
that th.ir~:y years had made in the church and parish: "When
he preaclled his first sermon in St. James" the Episcopal
church ip. the United States had but 10 bishops, and 460
n1inister~; now it embraces 39 bishops and 1836 ministers.
'Vhen he entered the parish of St. Jalnes' there were but
50 communicants, only 25 of whom remain, the rest having
fallen as]eep. Now there are two hundred communicants.
Dnring ~he period of hts luinisteriallabors in the parish, he
had sole~nized 221 marriages, 64:8 baptisms, and attended
378 fundrals; the rite of confirmation was also administered
to 270 p~rsons. About 8 years ago a parochi.al school was
establisHed, in which from 80 to 100 children have been con-
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tinualJy educated ,vithout dra,ving upon the public for aid.
An Orphan Asylum had been establ.ished during tIle sallle
period, affording a Christian horne to many helpless and
nnprotected children. ...~nd 1110re recently still, a 'IIoITle'
for the aged and infirm, ,vhich had already accomplished
great good, and prolnises still morc extended usefulness for
the future." '~[1he enlargement of St. James' ,vas referred to ;
and nl0re recently, the establishment of a church (St. John's)
on the principle of free seats, which has already been paid
for, and which he hoped bad a long career of usefulness
before it. These ,,,ere charges "\vhich do not attract the 8aze
and admiration of the ,vorld; indeed, it is too often the
destiny of those "\vho labor in any good cause to have little
sympathy from the world, but" God ,viII not forget their
vlorks and labor of love."

The deatll of Bishop Bo\vrnan occurred in this wise. IIe
had left hOl1le on a tour of ,Xyrestern visitation in his offieial
capacity, and had taken the 6 a. In. train, on the Allegheny
Valley Railroad, en route for Butier, ,vhere he had an ap·
pointnlent to adrninister the rite of confirmation on the fol
lowing Sabbath. At Freeport, 24 miles from Pittsburg, he
proposed taking the stage to Butler. After proceeding
about 19 miles, the train ,vas halted in consequence of a
bridge ,vhich had been injured by a late freshet, and a land
slide nearly 2 miles beyond. Arrangelnents had been made
to convey the passengers over this part of the road in a
hand-car, a locomotive and a passenger car being in readi
ness on the other side to carry them on. Several gentle
men preferred walking, and among them Bishop Bo,vrnan.

The workmen having charge of the hand-car when return..
ing to the bridge, found the Bishop lying by the road..side,
having fallen upon his face as if seized ,vith apoplexy. Ilis
face was buried in his hat, in ,vhich ,vas his pocket handl{cr
chief, that lle had saturated ,vith water in a small stream a
fe\v paces back, -doubtless as a prevention against sun
stroke.

BOUDE, SA1tIUEL, a member of the Legislature in the
years 1784, 1792 and 1796. He was a leading physician of
Lancaster.

7
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IBOUDtE, ~'HOMAS, son of Salnuel Boude, was a native
of Lancas~er county. He served, with distinction, as a cap
tain durin!g the revolutionary ,var, at the close of ,vhich he
received t~e brevet commission of 1fajor. He was a mem
ber of the!Society of the Oincinnati. He lived at Columbia,
and was epgaged in the lumber business for many years,
and was af active and energetic business man. He was a
prominen~ politician of the Federal party, and was elected a
member i f the Legislature in the years 1794, 1795 and
1796. IT also represented Lancaster county in the National
Congress rom 1801 till 1803. He died October 24th, 1822,
in the 70t year of his age.

BOYD,:S. W. P. was elected Sheriff of Lancaster county in
1860. H~s maternal grandfather, James Porter, ,vas one of
the early Isettlers of Lancaster county. Nicholas Boyd, his
father, diekI December 22nd, 1840, aged 66 years.

!

BOYE , J OSEPII, ,vas elected County Con1missioner in
1858.

BRAD ,JOHN, v't'as elected Recorder of Lancaster county
in the ~Tea 1851.

BRAN T, DANIEL, ,vas elected ene of the County Com·
Inissioner~ in 1855"

ERECt-BILL, BENJAMIN, ,vas elected County Commis ..
sioner in 1841.

i

BRECKBILL, JOHN, ,vas· a citizen of Strasburg town,..
ship, and Iwas a member of the Legislature for the years
1790, 179 , and 1792. lIe ,vas also a delegate to tIle con
vention w ich amended tIle Constitution of Pennsylvania in
1789.

BREO BILL, ULRIC!I, an early settler of Lancaster
county, and one of tIle con1peers of I-Ians Herr and his COIn·

panions. liRe ,vas a minister of the Mennonite faith. lIe was

accidentalJy killed October 19th, 1739, while driving his

1Tholnas oude bought the wealthy Stephen Smith (colored), of Phila
delphia, wh n a boy of eight years of age, from the Cochrans, of Dau
phin count. He raised hiIn, and after he married, Mr. Bonde gave
him his free om and furnished him means ,vith which to go into busi
ness, and th s laid for him the foundation of his fortune.
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team on the Philadelphia road. His descendants in Lancas
ter are' quite numerous.

BRENEMAN, CHRISTIAN, a melnbel" of the Legislature
in 1814.

BRINTON, FERREE, was elected Assistant Jlldge of Lan..
caster county, in 1856. He ,vas re-elected in 1861, and
served t\VO terms with great satisfaction to his constituents.
As a judge he was very upright and conscientious, and dis ..
charged his duties with great credit. A ,vriter in the Da£ly
]j]vening Express said of Judge Brinton, that he " was a gen
tle"man in his manners and habits, and was the most intel
lectuallook:ing non law-judge that I ever sa\v on any bench,
and he bad n10re mind and information than any non la\v
judge I ever knew but one."

BRISBIN, WJ;.,I., a luember of the Legislature in the
years 1802, 1803 and 1804.

-'A-BROOKS, PROF. EDWARD. It is yet too soon to "\vrite a
biography that shall do justice to Professor Edward Brooks,
for he is yet a young man, and has not reached the meridtan
of his powers. rr'hough he has already achieved much
more than enough to satisfy the anlbition of nlost scholars
and "thinkers-"\vhat he has d.one must be accepted, not as
the measure of his usefulness, but merely as a promise of
what he is yet to do. And yet, in a life so abundant in fruit
and so rich in promise, thOllgh it has numbered scarcely
more than half the years allotted to man, there nlust be
something worthy of being recorded for o:ur interest and
instruction. But in attempting to "\vrite the biography of a
Inan of thought, this difficulty meets us at the threshold
a lack of stirring events and striking incidents calculated to
awaken and keep alive the interest of the readers. His life
may have been one of in~essant activity, and may have
achieved "victories no less renowned than war;" but his
activity has not been that of the for'um or the field, nor can
his victories be estimated by the nunlber of guns captured
and enemies slain. His campaigns have been carried on in
the clasSoroom and the study; his battles have been fought

*Contributed by Prof..J. Willis Westlake.
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and "ron, not with cannon balls and bombshells, but ,vith
argument, and ideas. Hence the biographies of writers
and scholars are rarely popular, being Inainly confined to
the " audi~nce fit though fe'v" of those who are engaged in
sin1ilar pursuits. This is to be regretted, for the temple of
a good man's character is his greatest ,vork; it is the
preacher'sl most effective sermon, the teacher's rnost useful
lesson. ~ow many poor boys have learned the lesson of
self-relian~e from the life of Franklin, and of truthfulness
from that bf vVashington! And if all the facts connected
\\·ith the life of the subject of t,his sketch could be placed
prominent[y before all the youth of our country, they
\vould do ~lore good than all that he has said and written.

Edw'"ardl,Brooks was born at Stony Point, on the I-Iudson,
January 16th, 1831; and in this picturesque place, rendered
forever mbmorable by one of the daring exploits of "Mad
Anthony Wayne," he passed the first fifteen years of his
life. It is! impossible to measure the effect of early inf:lu~

ences, but ~here can be no doubt that the rornuntic beauty of
the scenery ,vith 1vhich he ,vas surrounded in his childhood,
operating ~pon a highly sensitive and finely organized mind,
povverfull)1 contributed to the formation and development of

. that fine poetic taste, that ardent love of the beautiful, for
,vhich he i'~ distinguished, and vvhich adds such a charIn to
his literar~ productions.

'11he meq.ns of education afforded him during these years
,vere very ~imited, being merely those furnished by the pub~

lie schools lof the neighborhood; but these he improved to
the utnlostt surpassing all the other nlembers 'Of the school,
so that \vh~n, ill 1846, he \vept ,vith his parents to reside in
Sullivan cofunty, N e\v York, he already possessed a very good
elementarYI education, particularly excelling in mathematics
and literature. The region in \vhich. he now lived, being a
,vild and sparsely populated onc, had 110 public school for
hinl to attend, and as circunlstnl1Ces did not perluit hjs going
to an acad~my he applied himself \vith his nccustolned en
ergy to the learning of a trade, an undertaking ,vhich he
speedily and thoroughly accon1plished. But ,vhile manual

I •

pursuits t'~s claimed his attention, they by no means
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monopolized it, nor could they repress his soaring aspira ..
tions. Though fully recognizing the dignity of honest labor,
yet he felt that there ,vas for him a higher plane of useful
ness than that of the luechanic, and he spared no effort to
improve his talents and add to his acquirements. H~ read
and studied incesantly, making for himself a school-room of
field and forest, of shop :lnd fireside, of every place to ,vhich
duty or pleasure called him. Thus he not only obtained a
mastery of the branches he had begun in the public schools,
but pushed on to higher attainments; "\vhile he also improved
his taste and formed his style by making hinlself acquainted
,vith music and ,vith the standard English authors. He
,vrote \vith considerable facility both prose and verse; and it
n1uy be worth while to mention here, that his first published
production ,vas a little poem ,vritten at the age of fourteen,
and ,vhich, being too bashful to hand it to the printer, he
pushed under the printing office door. In conlffion with
most successful literary nlen, he early formed a habit which
cannot be too highly recornmended to young readers-that
of reading ,vith pencil in hand., and of noting do\vn for future
use the most inlportant facts recorded and thoug11tS ex
pressed or suggested by the author.

" As a pebble in the streamlet scant
lIas turned the course of many a river;

As a dew-drop on the infant plant
lIas ,varped the giant oak forever"-

so an apparently trifling occurrence sometimes decides a
luan's destiny.. It ,vas one of these mOlnentOl1S trifles that
turned his mind about this time in the direction of arith·
nlctical analysis, and thus gave him, to lIse his o,vn ,vords,
"the golden key that Ulllocks the various complex combina
tions of numbers." rrhe qualities of his mind \vere such that
he would jn any case have become en1inent in sOlnething
-p~rhaps in natural science, perhaps in Inusic, perhaps in
poetry and general literature-but he ,Yould not probably
have become the distinguisllcd mathelnatician that he is, had
he not received this TI1ental impulse. This was nothing
nl0re nor less than the perusal of Colburn's :NIental Arith·
metic-a little book: 1vhich revolutionized the stlldy of the
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science 0 numbers in this country, and powerfully con
tributed to the breaking up of the dull routine work of the
schoo1-ro4m, and the substitution of more rational and
normal m~thods of instruction. At the same time a power
ful coord~nate influence was exerted by the little treatise,

I

once so !'OPUlar, entitled" Watts on the lfind." rr'his he
read wit the greatest interest, and from it were derived
those see I ..truths of mental science ,vhicb, taking root in the
fertile soil of his intellect, have developed into the ripened
grain of lknowledge and brought forth a rich harvest of
thought.

His caI1eer as teacher had a very humble beginning; his
first schob1 being a singing-class, his first school-house a
barn. S~bsequentlYlwhen about eighteen years of age, he

;taught a1'schoOl in the village of Cuddebackville, N. Y.,
,vith exe llent success, at a salary, at first, of eighteen dol
lars a rno th and board. frere, for the first quarter, he had
an experience-sometimes pleasant, often ludicrous, but
al'rvays iiconvenient-of the "peripatetic" old fashion of
"boardin~' 'round." Having an agreeable tenor voice and
a pretty ood kno,vledge of music, he introduced singing
into his s, hoo], and this greatly enhanced his success and
popularity as a teacher. At the end of the second quarter,
on accourlt of the ill health of his father, he gave up his

i school ana. ,vent home. IIere he remained a year, and then
left to attI'l1d the Liberty Normal Institute, under the charge
of Mr. II nry Stoddard (brother of Prof. J. F. Stoddard), to

'fit himsel more fully for the work of teaching. In this
institutioJb. he greatly distinguished himself, both by his
scholarship and social qualities, and at the close of the
session 'W1as [nvarded the honor of the valedictory. And
thus clos~d his brief career as a pupil. Thenceforward,
though sttll a learner, a faithful and laborious student of the
\vritings +f the ,vise and good of all ages, and especially of
the dual I ,varIes of God, in nature and Revelation-he
devoted H.imself with all his energy to the ,vork of teaching.

W e ha~e dwelt at some length on the earlier and prepara
tory portion of Prof. Brooks's life, for the encouragement of
the yount into whose hands this book hlay fall; to show
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what may be accomplished by industry and energy, in spite
of adverse circumstances, without the help, however valua
ble, of academies and colleges, and independent of all the
aJvantages that wealth and station can bestow. It thus
appears that he is mainly self-educated; and this, coupled
,vith the fact that he is thoroughly wellaeducated, is some
thing of which he has abundant cause to be proud. Learn
ing that is, as it were, thrust on one by rich and indu.lgent
friends, is not half so much valued, generally not half so
valuable, as that which is ,vrung from the reluctant hand
of adverse fate-sought for, sweat for, struggled for.

The subsequent events in Prof. Brooks's life we shall pass
over as rapidly as possible, in order to discuss, as fully as
space ,viII allow, the qualities of mind and heart that
have rendered him so eminent.

On the completion of his course at the Institute mentioned
above, he taught for three years in a school of which Prof.
John F. Stoddard ,vas principal, at Bethany, 'Vayne county,
Pennsylvania. Probably the most important, as it certainly
,vas the most interesting event of these three years, was the
formation of an intimate acquiantance with the pianist of
the institution, Miss Marie Dean, of North Stanlford, Con
necticut, ,vho sllbsequently became his "true and honorable
wife," and ,vho has thus far rendered his life as happy in his
private, as it has been useful in his pubIie relations. lIe
next taught for a year in the academy at 1vfonticello, N. Y.,
and then, in 1855, accepted a professorship in the Normal
8'Ohool at 1fillersvil1e, Lancaster county, Pa., ,vhere he has
ever ~ince labored ,vith distinguished success, and acquired
an influence as an educator second to none in the State.
In 1858 the trnstees of Union College conferred upon him
the 'veIl-merited degree of Master of Arts.. In 1866, on the
resignation of Prof. J. P. "Tickersham, he ,vas elected
Principal of the institution ,vhich he had so powerfully
contributed to build up; and in this position he has sho,vn
administrative ab·ilities of a high order, combined ,vith
broad and comprehensive vie1vs of the work of public edu
cation and the adaptation of the normal schools to that ,york.

Here, amid his labors as a teacher, he has composed the
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works tha~ have given hirn a prominent place among Amer..
ican educational authors. 1~hey are, in fact, an outgro,vth
of those labors; being a successful attempt to present on
paper the philosophical rnethods of instruction employed
by him in! the class-roonl \vith such excellent results.

IJrof. B~"ooks is l~no,Yn to the public at large chiefly as a
lllathematicjan; but his reputation does not in this respect
do hin1 jU$tice. To his friends he is known to be equally
thorough land original in other departments of knowledge.
He is no less a metaphysician than a mathematician; and it
may safel! be predicted that, if he lives to carry out his de
signs, he Will yet give to the \varld \vorks which, if not more
useful, wi~l contribute far more to the permanence and ex~
tension of!his fame than anything he has yet published.

PUBLISlED VVORKs.-The ,,'orks published by him to the
present tirtte (May, 1873), are the following:

1. An Arithmetical Series, consisting of six books; a
Primary, an Eleluentary, a Mental and a ,Vritien Arithmetic,
together with two it Keys," each containing many valuable
exercises 'and suggestions, besides the solutions to the
problems. i

2. Geo~etry and Trigonometry.
3. Ele~entary Algebra-his latest publication.
The works named above, though unpretending and appar

ently uniniportant, are the result of much thought and labor.
They are ~!ot mere compilations, as are many text-books at
the presen day, but bear on every page the stamp of origi
nality; a tatement that is abundantly attested by the fact
that other!authors have extensively copied from thenl in the
revision of existing worlrs on the same subjects, or in the"
compositiqn of new ones. In a subsequent part of this
sketch a ~e\v of their peculiar excellences will be briefly
pointed oit. The influence that these books exert is incal.

culable, a~· they are used very extensivel! in Penn~ylvania
and sever 1 other States~ and are mouldIng the mInds and
directing he thinking of hundreds of thousands of children.

PROJEC .ED VVORKs.-Prof. Brooks conternplates the publi
cation, at ~o distant day, of several other works, some of
which are already composed, and require only revision and
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arrangen1ent to fit thenl for the printer. The list ,vill
ernbrace, arnong others, the follo\ving:

1. Philosophy of Arithnletic.
2. Methods of Teaching Arithnletic.
3. A series of works on the Science of Edueation.
4. Educational Addresses.
5. The higher works required to cOlnplete his series of

mathematical text-books.
Several of his addresses have already been published, and

some of them, particularly the one entitled" The Spiritual
Element in Education," have been greatly admired, both on
account of their freshness and vigor of thought, and the
beauty and elegance of their style.

PROFESSIONAL AND LITERARY C~I.ARACTERISTIcs.-I::>rof.

Brooks's public life presents itself to us in three aspects: 1.
As a teacher; 2. As a lecturer; 3. As an author; and we pro
pose to examine briefly his characteristics in each of these
particulars, and discover, if possible, the secret of his re·
rnarkable success.

As a J'eacher: Of l"Jrof. Brooks's ,vonderful success as a
teacher, not only in imparting kno,vledge, but in giving
po"rer, the thousands of active and intelligent young men
and women who have enjoyed the benefit of his instructions,
are glad and grateful witnesses. This success is due to
several causes, of ,vhich the three following seem to us' the
most prominent:

1. A perfect familiarity ,vith ,vhatever subject he attempts
to teach, rendering hinl to a great extent independent of the
text-book, and, indeed, superior to it. Thus his mind re
sembles not a mere reservoir, but a living fountain, from
,vhich streams of l{no,vledge issue forth with all t4e freshness
and sparkle of originality.

2. Natural and philosophical rnethods of instruction. TIe
is as thoroughly Pestalozzian as Pestalozzi himself, and as
analytic as Colburn; and yet he can be deductive as well as
inductive, synthetic as \vell as analytic. lIe has the clear
insight that enables him to perfectly adapt his method to
the circumstances of each case. He does not drive pupils,
bui leads them. Ire does not do away with the necessity of

8
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study an~ thought, but he makes study attractive, and
teaches hpw to think. He does not remove difficulties from
the Iearn~r's path, but shows ho'\v to surmount them. Thus
the stud~nt, as be ascends the rugged "hill of science," is
forever tempted on by new beauties unfolding before
him; lik~ a traveler who, unmindful of the toil, climbs
some mo~s~grown precipice to pluck a rare and beautiful
flower that he sees smiling down upon hirn from its moun ..
tain home.

3. Th~IPossession, in a renlark:able degree, of ,vhat n1ay
be calleetj inspirational power, by ,vhich he is enabled to
enkindle ~he enthusiasm of his pupils, and invest the dryest
subject "1ith living interest. Part of this effect is doubtless
due to thb fact that he is himself interested, both in the sub
ject and lin the class; but much of it is due to what, for
,vant of albetter name, we nlay call personal magnetism. lIe
not only Iinterests his pupils in' the subject, but in himself
personally, so that everyone becomes a '\varm and life-long
friend. rr'hus he is enabled to influence their moral natures,
as well a~ their intellectual, and to a,vaken in them those
emotions~ and instil those sentirnents that tend to build up
a noble dharacter and render lcno,vledge a blessing to its
possessor: and to society.

As a Lecturer: The sanlC qualities that make Prof.
Broolrs a successful teacher, 111ake him also a popular
lecturer. I As an instructor at teachers' institntes he is un-

., surpassed-never failing to interest his audience and to give
them praptical and valuable ideas. An apparently dry sub
ject like ~eometry, he can present so Si111ply as to make it
comprehJnsible by a child, and at the same time he can
clothe it with all the beauty and attractiveness of romance.
Should the interest flag for a monlent, he is, ever ready to
revive it iby a pertinent anecdote or a witty remark. Many
speakers :1vill lnal{c an interesting· lecture from which you
can get no definite result-nothing but a general irnpression ;
but Prof. Brooks gives su~h a clear outline of his subject,
and states his points so strongly, as to enable the hearer not
only to apprehend but to retain ,vhat he says. lfis ascend·
ing the *latform is always a signal for the sharpening of
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pencils and opening of note-books; for all are sure that they
will hear something worthy of record.

As an Author: Since a person's oral instructions and
\vritings are merely different manifestations of the same mind,
it is impossible to describe his characteristics as a teacher
\vithout at the same time indicating in a measure his charac..
teristics as a- writer. Hence, some of the causes of' Prof.
Brooks's popularity and usefulness in the latter capacity, may
be inferred from what ,ve have already said concerning his
labors in the class-room and on the platform. Nevertheless,

•
at the risk of some repetition, we shall endeavor to state
yvhat appears to us to be the most important of these causes.
They are three in llunlber :

1. An abundance of infornlation-partly the fruit of his
own fertile and original mind, partly the result of patient
and extensive research. He always has something new and
striking to say on every subject of which he treats.

2. A logical arrangement of materials, based on a thorough
acquaintance both with the subjects themselves and with the
laws by which the mind acts in coming to a kno,vledge of
them. Having a clear perception of the uses and limitations
both of the inductive and the deductive Inethods of teaching,
he is able to enlploy both, as occasion c1elnands, without
abusing either-al"l'ays having reference both to the nature
of .the subject and the degree of advancement of the learner.

3. A styIe ,vhich in scientific stateluent or discussion is
clear, logical, and direct-the natural result of clear think
ing; but which, when the nature of the BUbject allovvs,
abounds in illustration and imagery-the effect of an active
imagination and fine poetic feeling.

As shown above, Prof. Brooks's falue as an author chiefly
rests upon his mathematical text-books. It '\vould be both
interesting and profitable to subject. these to a critical exami
nation, and to call attention to the many valuable additions
they have made to our stock of scientific knowledge; but for
this ,,'"ark: we have neither .the requisite time nor ability.
'Ve shall attempt nothing more than to state in general
terms a few of the features that establish their claim to
originality, and ll1alce thenl superior to all books that pre-
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ceded them in the same field. Among these are: 1. 1fany
improvernents in old definitions, and several new ones; 2.
Several new classes of problems; 3. Many new solutions of
old problems; 4. A simplification of the reasoning in arith
metic, and a reduction of lNhat ~·as a,vkward aNd illogical to
a simple, Jlogical, and scientific methqd; 5. Several ne\v gen
eralizatio~s and classifications, such as the relations of frac~

tionA, "composition" as a process correlative with factoring,
the classi:tJ;cation of a1gebraic symbols, etc. The algebra is
a model of simplicity, conciseness, elegance, and log~al

accuracy; Iand the geometry is one of t11e most strik:ingly
original vvorks on the subject ever published in this countr);'.
I n the latt~r,by a variation and simplification of the theorems
and demo~strations,the subject is presented in about half
the spaee usually devoted to it, without in the least impairing
the chain ?f logic.

One of ~rof. Brooks's happiest al).d n10st original ideas, iB
that prese ted in his "Philosophy of Arithmetic "-one of
his unpub ished works.! He therein develops the science of
numbers Ifrom three fundamental processes-synthesis,
analysis, and comparison-thereby sbovving the error of
those who'have held that the ,vhole science of arithmetic is
contained ~n addition and subtraction; and also the mistake

I

of such l~gicians as Mansel, who clailn that there is no
reasoning lin pure arithmetic. .

Ilis m~scellaneous productions, ponsisting of poems,
essays, arid addresses 011. various subjects, though ,veIl
,vorthy ofl being put in boole forn) , are scattered here and
there in ne,vspapers and pUlnphlcts t or hidden away in
neglected !piles of manuscript. As sho,vn above, he pos
sesses invention, fancy, taste, a lllusical ear, power of ex
pression-all the essential elements of a poet; and at various
times he bias sought recreation-nothing more-in poetical
compositi~n. Perhaps his greatest hindrance to success in
this direc ion, is the consciousness that he is a teacher, the
tendency 0 be didactic. If he ,vould, for onue, sink the

lPortions lor this ,york were published in the Pennsyl'vania School
journal in 1861 ; also in the Mathe1Juttical Afonthly (since discontinued),
for ~Iarch' of the saIne year.
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pedagogue in the poet, and devote himself to Ii ,york of pure
imagination, he "vould undoubtedly produce poetry ,vorthy
of his superior genius.

His little poeln of five stanzas, entitled "Be a Woman,"
published anonymously in 1857) has obtained considerable
popularity both in this country and England. It has been
printed in thousands of periodical~\t and read by hundreds
of thousands of people. \Ve quote the last stanza:1

'( Be a ,,"'oman ! on to duty!
Raise the world from all that's lo,v ;

Place high in the social heaven
Virtue's fair and radiant bo\v ;

I~end thy influence to each effort
That shall raise our nature lnunan ;

De not fashion's gilded lady,
Be a brave, whole-souled, true 'wornan."

We cannot stop to exarnine his other miscellaneous writ
ings, having already greatly exceeded the lin1its prescribed for
this sl::etch~ ~Phey shall presently be allo\ved to speak: for
themselves, as fully as they can do so in a fev{ brief speci
mens. But first let us see what conclusion we :have arrived at.

The author's characteristics, as exhibited particularly in
his mathenlatical booles-the only ones yet published
have already been given. A yvider survey enables us to
give the follo\ving as a sumnlary of his qualities of mind
and heart: A refined taste; an acti.ve imagination; great
logical acuteness, enabling him to detect the truth or falsit~y

of a proposition at a glance, and deduce results '\vith ea~e

and certainty; a profound and pervading sense of rnoral
obligation;" and a style which, despite a tendency to indulge
too much in epigrarnlnatic and antithetical forms of expression
and an excess of rhetorical Or:b1ament, is clear, pure, strong,
and elninently pleasing and attractive.

The follo\ving extracts, culled almost at randonl, ,vill
sho\v his peculiarities of thought and expression much bet~

ter than any words of ours can do it; and we are sure tbat
they 'NiII abundantly sustain the literary judgrnent pro·
llounced above:

lFor the whole poem and its historY,lsee Pennsylvanrla School Jourrnal
for August, 1871, quoted from the Lancaster Express.
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t, It is bett~r to inspire the heart wIth a noble sentiment than to teach
the mind a ttnth of science."

"I would i rather live in the menlory of grateful pupils than be
honored in song or story."

"The proplenlof life is fille4 ,vith known aEd ullkno"'ll quantities
·which, whenj compared, gi.ve an equation ,vhose roots are determined
only in etern~ty."

"The restl~etic nature is higher than the scientific; art, therefore, it
would seem2 1should be placed above science. ,. Science is the product of
mere intellecjt ; art involves and embodies both thought and feeling.
To "'Tite a ppeln, therefore, is better than to solve a problem; a great
p~et has a b11ighter falne than a great philosopher. I would rather bo
gentle Will ~hakespeare, the author of Hamlet, than Sir Isaac Newton,
the author o~ the Principia. IIalnlet will be enshrined in the heart of
mankind long after the Principia has ceased to be read or printed. 'iE- *
:M usic aids in the ,york [resthetic culture] with its melodious voice. A
school song ih the heart of a child will do as Dluch for its character as a
fact in its mcn1ory, or a principle in its intellect. 'rhe cradle song that
fell fron1 am~ther:s lips beccunes a sacred menlory that inspires the life."

"Spiritual: culture denlands the training of the moral nature. 'rhe
liloral nature embraces the activity of our entire spiritual being: It
consists in t1te apprehension of the right, in the feeling of obligation to
do the right, fi,ud the consequent act of the 'Yill to carry out the spiritual
imperative. ! The resthetic nature is idea and feeling; the moral nature
is idea, feeling, and volition.. In lnathelnatical phraseology, the resthetic
nature equals the Ileason plus the Sensibilities; the ethical nature
equals the Reason plus the Sensibilities plus the WilL"

" 'fhe cult~re of these three pO·'Ners-Faith, Love, and Obedience-in
their relationJ to God, is religious culture. Faith in God, love to God,
and 0 bedien~e to God, is religion. The relation is simple and logical.
Faith leads tb love; we lllUst believe before ,ve can love. Love leads to
obedi.ence; t11at obedience is the most "rilling and perfe~t which flo\ys
froln affectioil. Faith, then, is the soil in which grows the tree o£ IJove,
and Obedienje is tho ripened fruit. Let us plant the tree of Love in .the
soil of Faith in God, and it ,vill re,vard us with the golden fruit of per~

feet Obedien ,e. "I

" Life is a product of three factors-nature, self, and destiny; but the
central and c.ontroling influence is self, the imperial power of the free
spirit.

, 'Ve sha.pe ourselves, the joys or fears
Of which the COIning years are made.'

All trne sn~cess in life is organic, and follo,vs the law of organic de~

velopment. iAna1yze any great character or achievement, and you wiil
find an idea at the centre-an idea ,vhi.ch determined its growth, and
gave directiqll to its development. This is the universal law·. The

1 It will be ob~erYed that the author comprehends all religions duties in these three
Faith, Love? Obedience; a generalization which ifi philosl)phical, and: so far as we know,

·origina.l.
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ideal is the germ of the real. Dcvelopnlent, everywhere throughout
God's universe, is the unfolding of a purpose. The acorn slumbering
ill the soil through the gloom of ,vinter, contains the plan of an oak, and
in the spring-time begins to develop the tree ''''hich shall live for a con~

tnry. The little plant, starting in the dark ground, travels all the ,vay
up from a seed, with an idea in its head, unfolding it at the top into
blossom and fruit."

tl Beauty, purity, and generosity lnay appear in the external act,
whilst the motive prompting it may be nleall, ignoble, and selfish.
Truth, purity, and all the noble traits of character, may be enshrined
within the soul, and the life be so unobtrusive that they Inay not mani
fest themselves to the public gaze. ,Vhell asked ,vhy Antipater ",·as
not dressed in purple, Alexander replied: ' These l11e11 wear purple on
the outside, but Antipater is royal ,vithin.' Character is being royal
witltin. It is a soul throbbing with generous feelings, with noble itn
pulses, a Eoulloyal to the claims of truth and virtue."

"l\lall must labor for his best achievenlents. The duty of industry
rests upon us as a responsibility froIn Heaven. The God who made us
is a ceaseless energy, a tireless activity, infinite in His doing as in IIis
beil1g. There is no such thing as indolence in Iris ,vide universe. The
Inost peaceful place of the summer landscape is but a veil that covers the
incessant 1tnd tireless activities o~ leat~ and root, and sunshine, and de,v.
And all this activity is not for the end of action. Nature aiIns at results;
she energizes for products. The dew-drops of the sUlllnlcr night are the
tree-builders of the summer day; and the snnshine of spring pours its
golden rays into the green leaf, that it may blush in the rose's petal, or
glow in the sumlner harvest."

The heart pronlpts us, and trutll and justice compel ·us, in
closing this imperfect sketch, to say that l~rof. 13rook:s llim
self, measured as God measures a· Inan, by his soul, hig
character, is better and greater than any of his \yorks. ~'or·

tunate in having' ha:i the benefit, in llis childhood, of the
counsels and prayers of a ,vise father and a rernark:ably gen
tle and intelligent mother, l,Je has never departed fronl his
early lessons of morality and religion. Ilis sensibilities are
tender as a child's and strong as a man's; but the ,,,ill corn
mands the feelings, and duty dominates the \vilI. Having
perfect cornmand 9£ hi111self, he is therefore qualified to com
mand others; yet the rod of authority was never \vielded by
a gentl~r hand. Naturally of a quick temper, he seldorn
nlanifests anger; fond of ease and pleasure, he yet labors to
the full extent of physical endurance. Rapid in all his D10

tions, mental and physical, he is never rash. Amid all his
Dlultiplicity of duties-administrative and educational, publio
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and priva ,e-there is no confusion, nothing hap·bazard.
~fethod is as pronlinent in his business as his books. His
po\ver of !fental concentration is prodigious, but it is fully
equaled bYI his persistence and energy. This is the great
secret of his success; this is the golden key that has un·
locked for !him the temple~ of Fortune and of Fame.

BROW~, JEREMIAH, sr., a member of the Legislature in
the years 1796, 1797, 1798, 1799 and 1800.

! BRO\VN, JEHE~lIAII, jr., ,vas born in the year 1776. lie
~as elcctep. to the Legislature in 1826. He represented
Lancaster Jounty in Congress froln 1841 to 1845. He ,vas
the first A$sociate Judge elected by the people, in 1851.

BROW:&, VVILIJIAM, a member"of the Legislature for the
years 1776, 1778, 1779, 1781, 1782 and 1783.

*BRUB~KER FAMILY. John Brubaker emigrated to .
this countrr, from Switzerland, in the year 1710, and settled
on the Litt~e Conestoga, about two miles ,vest of the city of
Lancaster, ',vhere Mr. Samuel Binkley's mill is no,," located;
here Mr.lubaker built the first grist mill in Lancaster
county. e had a large family, consisting of nine sons, viz:
John, Dan·,el, Peter, Abrahaln, David, Christian, Henry and
Jacob. T,vo of these sons, John and Daniel, settled in
]~lizabeth :township, near Hammer Creek; they married
sisters, daughters of Michael Tauner. Peter settled in
Rapho to,v:nship. Abraham settled in Virginia. The rest
remained i* their father's neighborhood. The above-named
John, jr., t~ok the farm o,vned at the present time by one
of his line~l descendants, Jacob E. Brubaker. He, ho"rever,
before settling, paid a visit to Gern1any in the year 1750,
where he ~arried Maria Newcomer, and returned with his
,vife and qousin to America. His wife only lived thirty
w·eeks, wh~n she died. lIe then married his second \vife, the
above Miss Tanner, and had a falnily of eleven children. I
shall speaJ only of John, the oldest, he being nlY direct
ancestor. He ,vas born A. D. 1752, was married to Anna
Eby, and ad a family of four children, viz: Two sons and
two daughters; Annat born 1753, Maria, born 1756. The

·~Contributedby J\tI. N. Bl~ubaker.
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last mentioned was married to IJohn Bear, from whom Mr.
Gabriel Bear, at Mount Joy, has descended. I shall speak
more fully of this family hereafter. The son, Jacob Bru
baker, who was my great grandfather, was born A. D. 1758.
He married Miss Susanna Erb, in 1781, and raised a family
of seven children. He died of yellow fever, in 1793, con
tracted while in Philadelphia, le being engaged in hauling
his grain and fIouy to that place during the prevalence of
that disease there. His young widow devoted her time and
energies nobly to her family. Previous to this time some
members of the" Old Mennonite" church settled in Canada;
they had purchased a very large tract of land. After awhile
they found there was a mortgage on it of $30,000, which
would be foreclosed; they became alarmed and sent a com
mittee to Lancaster county to solicit aid from their brethren;
after ~ome labor they succeeded in raising the amount; this
young widow contributed a large sum towards it. The
committee started back to Canada, through the wilderness,
with this money in gold and silver in their saddleabags,
on their horses; they reached home safe and cancelled the
mortgage. These events transpired about the beginning
of the present century. Those men had nothing to give
for security but their word and honor, which they faith..
fully fulfilled. They surveyed the tract, 60,000 acres,
divided it into lots of from 500 to 1,000 acres, and sold
tickets to the parties 'who loaned them the money, held a
regular lottery, and so this widow drew a large tract of land,
in lieu of her claim against the committee. She traveled
out, on horseback, to see her land. In the year 1816 she
sent her youngest son, John, out to take charge of this land;
he married there and raised a numerous farnily, who still pos
'sess some of the land, which has become very valuable. The
widow, Susanna Brubaker, lived 51 years in widowhood, and
died in 1844, at an advanced age. This old lady traveled to
Canada twice on horseback; one day, while leading her
horse across the mountains, she came upon a large rattle-

IJohn Bear, spoken of before, was married to Miss Maria Brubaker,
A. D. 1756, and these had a family of nine children, of whom Samuel was
married to Miss Weaver. They had a family of eight children, of whom
Gabriel was the oldest son, who resides in Mt. Joy at the present time.

9
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snake, whi4h was lying across her path; she aimed a blow at
it with be~ walking-stick and killed it. Her oldest son,
Jacob Bru~aker,who was my grandfather, was born in 1782,
and was married to l\liss Maria Eby. They started out in
life on the !farm first spoken of; they had a family of nine
children, of which Sem, the oldest son, is my father, who
resides nedr Mount Joy at the present time. Jacob, the
y'oungest s~n, occupies the old mansion farm at the present
time, Whi1: has been handed down from generation to
generation or a period 160 years. The Brubal{ers in this
county an Canada have all descended from the same stock.

BRUBAJKER, GEORGE, "'Nas born April 24th, 1817, in
Leacock tqwnship, Lancaster county. On his father's side
he is of G~rman descent, and of Scotch-Irish on that of his
mother. B1is early educational advantages were very limited,
the time o~ his pupilage in the common schools not having
exceeded e~ghteen months. At an early age he began teach
ing schoolJ and pursued this calling for nine consecutive
sessions, rl~nning through a period of the same number of
years. H~I! "vas one of the first teachers in the county under
the free scijool system, of vlhich he was one of the earliest
and warme~t advocates.

In 1848 i he was Rominated and elected to the position of
Register of \iVills of Lancaster county, by the vVhig party,
and for th~ term of three years faithfully discharged the.
duties of thjis office. In 1851 he commenced the study of law,
and in the ~ear 1854 was admitted to the bar as a practising_
attorney, ~hich profession be has since fqllo"ved with a very
consiaerabte degree of success.

In 1868! he was nominated and elected to the office of
District A~torney by the Republican party. 'For four years
he held th~. office of Select Councilman in Lancaster city,
and was a! prominent mover in the division of the city of
Lancaster jnto nine wards.

George l1rubaker, as a business man, is kee~ and sagacious,
and as a citizen, kind, ~iberal and public spirited.

BRUSBj, GEORGE GAMBLE, was born in Oxford township,
Chester cOlP,nty, Pennsylvania, on the 10th of August, 1793.
He was apfrentioed in 1809 to William Hensel, of Lancaster

I
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city, to learn the carpenter business, and served four and a
half years in his employ. In 1814 he removed to Manor'
township, Lancaster eounty, to a small village on the Sus
quehanna river, which had sprung up during the war of
1812-14. In this village he worked at his trade until 1820,
when he began the mercantile business. About this time a
post-office was established in Manor township, and he was
appointed Postmaster by President Monroe, and held this
position under the adn1inistrations of Monroe, Adams, Jack
son and Van Buren. In 1827 the borough of Washington
was incorporated, and Mr. Brush was elected a member of'
the first Town Council. On the adoption of the Common,
School System by Manor township, lle was elected a school:
director for three successive terms. In 1841, having been,
elected a justice of the peace, he resigned the Postmastership.
In 1846 he removed to a small farm in ~fanor township,
where he has since continued to reside. In the fall of 1855·
he was elected a member of the State Legislature, and served
as such during the session of 1856. On the chartering of the
Lanca~ter County Bank, in 1841, he was elected a member'
of tbe first Board of Directors, and has served in that capacity
up to the present time.

BUCHANAN, JAMES, 15th President of the United States,
was born in Franklin county, Pennsylvania, April 23, 1791.
The place of his birth is situated about three miles from the
village of Mercersburg, and in the midst of a wild and ro
mantic mountain gorge, which, with its beautiful scenery,
may have served to arouse in his youthful mind, sentiments
of lofty aspirations and fervent patriotism. His father,.
Jarnes Buchanan, was a native of the county of Donegal,
Ireland, and was one of the early settlers of Franklin county,
having emigrated thither in the year 1783. His mother,
Elizabeth Speer, ,vas the daughter of a respectable farmer
of Adanls county, Pennsylvania. His father was a man of
great enterprise and industry, and speedily rose from the
condition of an humble emigrant to one of independence
and prominence in the community. The mother of Mr.
Buchanan was a woman of remarkable native intellect, and
although not possessed of more than an ordinary English
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education, !yet she was distinguished for her masculine sense
and rare literary"taste. The most striking passages in Pope,
Cowper, ~ilton and Shakespeare, she could repeat froID:

memory. ~
In 1798 the father of Mr. Buchanan relnoved witk his

family to , ercersburg, and there the subject of our notice
received ~liS first lessons in Greek and Latin. His more
than ordin ry· rapid progress in his studies, indicated to his
preceptors, a mind of rare strength and vigor; and his father,
accepting Ithe suggestions of his teachers, determined to
afford him! the advantages of a collegiate education. At the
age of fourteen, accordingly, he entered Dickinson College,
;at Carlisle, then a Presbyterian institution, under the presi
,dency of Ij)r. Davidson. Here he at once took rank amongst
the most i¥defatigable students, and rapidly rose in the esti.
'mation of Ihis teachers as a young man of mark and great
promise. lIn the studies of his classes he outstripped all his,
mates, anal on no occasion ,,'as he found unprepared in his
;recitations~' Whilst. always prepared with his lessons, he was
.by, no me DS what IS .known as a close student, but rather
mnked w·th those who indulged most freely in sport and
,relaxatioll

1
His college tasks were no burden to him, being

~equireda$ if by intuition; and his vigorous mind displayed
itself in ev~ry department. He enjoyed all the honors of the
literary society with \vhich he was connected, and was pre..
sented by ~ts unanimous vote to the faculty for the highest
collegiate ihonors. He graduated in 1809, at the age of
eighteen. I

In Dec,mber of the same year, he commenced the study
of law in !the office of Jarnes Hopkins, Esq., of Lancaster,
then recognized as the leading lawyer of that bar. He was
admitted ~o the practice ·of the profession, November 17th,
1812, whep but little over twenty·one years of age. From
the day o~ his admission a tide of success seemed to meet
him; and until he retired from the profession his was a series
of succetive triumphs. There, perhaps, was never an
instance 0 such a rapid rise in the legal profession as that
afforded i his case. When a lawyer of four years' standing,
he was sercted to conduct, unaided by senior counsel, the
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defense of a distinguished judge, who was tried on articles
of impeachment before the Senate of Pennsylvania. His
defense on this occasion was a masterly display of legal
acumen and forensic ability that at once gave him a State
wide reputation~ and ranked him as an intellect fit to cope
with the ablest men- of the nation. His reputa.tion was
fixed in that trial, and business poured in upon him with an
increasing flood. So successful was he in his legal business,
that by the time he was forty years of age, he had acquired
a sufficient independence that enabled him to retire from the
profession. During the tide of his practice his narne occurs
oftener in the Reports of the State than that of any other
lawyer of his tinle.

Mr. Buchanan early displayed his patriotistn and love of
country. During the progress of the war between Great
Britain and America, in 1812-14, the British had taken and
destroyed the public buildings at Washington. This act
aroused a feeling of indignation throughout the whole United
States. A public meeting was held at Lancaster in favor of
a vigorous prosecution of the war, which was addressed by
Mr. Buchanan, and he was the first to enroll his name as a
private soldier in a company raised upon the spot, and
which, commanded by Capt. Henry Shippen, rnarched to the
defence of Baltimore. In this company Mr. Bnchanan served
until the same was honorably discharged.

He was, in October, 1814, elected a member of the lower
House of the State Legislature, and in that body maintained
the same fearless and patriotic course that distinguished him
throughout the war. \Vhen Philadelphia was threatened
with invasion, and the State was left to its own defence, he
urged upon the Legislature in the strongest manner, the
adoption of efficient measures of relief. The National Trea
sury was at this time almost bankrupt, and on account of
the opposition which the war encountered in the Eastern
States, on the part of the Federalists, (of which party Mr.
Buchanan was then a member), the soldiers in the publio
service were with great difficulty paid. Being re-elected to
the Legislature, in 1815, he ardently supported a bill appro
priating the sum of $300,COO, as a loan to the United States.
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to pay the: militia and volunteers of the State in the govern
ment serv~ce.

At thisi time Mr. Buchanan took ground against any
unjust disqrimination against naturalized foreigners, as com
pared wit~ the native-born population, except that which
relates to ~he office of the National Executive. The Gov
'ernors of Massachusetts and Oonnecticut had transmitted to

I

the Goverttor of Pennsylvania certain resolutions, recom-
mending changes in the Federal Oonstitution, and anlong the
rest, one ~hich should render naturalized foreigners ineligi
ble to the Senate or IIouse of Rep:r.esentatives of the United
States. T~is proposition was strongly disapproved of by Mr.
Buchanan~ and the position thus early assulned by him formed
,one of hisl cardinal and life-long principles. It was during
the period Iof his second session in the Legislature, that he
becan1e irrlpressed "\vith the danger, the inexpediency, and
the unconstitutionality of a United States Bank, an opinion
he ever af~erwards steadfastly defended.

The ne 't political step in the career of Mr. Buchanan, is
his electio , in 1820, as a menlber of the lo,ver House of
the Natio al Congress, in which body he took his seat in
Decelnber 1821. At the time he entered that body, an
array of t lent ,vas asselubled that would grace the halls of
any natio~. In the House "vere the distinguished nalnes of
McDuffie, ~oel R. Poinsett, John Randolph, Philip R. Bar
bour, Andrew Stevenson, Loui~ McLane, and others equally
noted. I~I the Senate, Rufus King, l\fartin Van Buren,
Mahlon D ckinson, Sarnuel L. Southard, Nathaniel Macon,
Richard ,. Johnson, and others of equal ability were
assembled~ Among this assemblage of noble Romans, Mr.
Buchananitook rank at once as one of the most industrious
.and indef~tigable members of the House. He was always
in his seal'and generally partieipated in the discussions that
:arose upo any important public question. His :first elabo..
-rate speec ,delivered January 11th, 1822, was upon a bill
;making appropriations to the military for deficiencies in the
Indian department. So ably did he defend the course of
Mr. Orawford, then Secretary of the Treasury, that the
National lntelligencer departed from its usual course and
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.' gave a verbatim report of the speech. This speech at once
enrolled him amongst the ablest men of the House, gave
him a national reputation, and was an earnest of the future
distinction that awaited him.

While Mr. Buchanan was strict in the expenditure of the
national Inoney, he was liberal where necessity was evident.
When some members of Congress found fault with a bill
authorizing the relief of soldiers disabled in the revolu
tionary war, he met the opposition with the remark, that
the amount proposed "was a scanty pittance' for the war
worn soldier," and that he was altogether disinclined to
oppose a measure that patriotism so imperatively demanded.
'Other thing! that early engaged his attention as a national
legislator, and upon which he mad~ speeches, were the
Apportionment bill, Transactions in Florida, the Appropria
tion bill, and the Bankrupt bilL. The debate upon this
latter bill wa.s long and animated, and one that called forth
the abilities of the House in a remarkable manner. Many
of the most distinguished members of that body were strong
advocates of the bill. Mr. Buchanan did not participate in
the discussion until near the close of the s~ssion, and just
before the bill came up for final reading. He then delivered,
March 12th, 1822, one of the Inost powerful and eloquent
speeches of the session, and in this took grounds against the
passage of so unjust a law, as he conceived. In this he said:
" 'Ve are now called upon to decide the fate of a measure of
awful importance. The most dreadful responsibility rests
upon us. Weare not now to determine merely whether

· a bankrupt law shall be extended to the trading classes of
the community, but whether it shall embrace every citizen
,of the Union, and spread its demoralizing influence over the
whole surface of society." Immediately after this speec,h
the vote was taken and the bill was defeated.

The question of a tariff was a prominent one before the
Eighteenth Congress, and was championed by the dauntless
Clay, of Kentucky, who christened it with the captivating
name of the ".American System." In the discussions on
this question, which took place in Congress, we find Mr.
Buchanan arrayed on the side of a protective policy, and

PA-Genealogy



96 '& BIOGRAPHICA.L HISTORY

giving ut erance to sentiments that would not have met the
approbati n of the partisans with whom he afterwards affili
ated. We find him thus expressing himself: "But, after all,_
Mr. Chairman, what do we ask by this bill for the" manu
facturers of iron? Not a prohibitory law, as the gentle
man from Massachusetts (Mr. Fuller) seems to suppose,
which will exclude foreign iron from our market. We wish
only to infuse into our own manufactures sufficient vigor to
enable th~nl to struggle against foreign competition. Pro-

~ tection, n<\>t prohibition, is our object." Benton's Abridg
ment of Debates, Vol. VII, p. 673.

In 1827 he again said: "Can any person really believe that
because I upported protection in 1824 I am bound to advo
cate prohi ition in 1827." Benton's Abridgment of Debates,
VoL IX, . 394.

In 182~,when the election of a President took place before
the lowerl House of Oongress, Mr. Buchanan urged that it
should be!lconducted"in the presence of the people, with the
galleries of the House open to the people, and not in secret con
clave, as 'fas urged by some members 'and Senators. He
was oppo~ed to the I)anama mission, a project that had been
conceived [by Mr. Olay, and supported by his flowing elo..
quence. In the second session of the nineteenth Congress a
bill was irltroduced for the relief of the surviving officers of

I

the. revol~tion, and this- Mr. Buchanan sustained in a speech
of great ¢loquence and power, in which he triumphantly
vindicate~ the duty of government in providing for the
wants of its defenders. .

About ~his time Mr. Buchanan took occasion to condemn,
in Gongl e$8, the attiring of our foreign ministers in a military
coat, coveted with glittering gold lace, and decking them
with a ch~peau and small sword. Thus early did he give
,evidence pf his republican sentiments; and afterwards,
during hi~ residence as Minister at the Court of St. James,
he appear¢d, like Dr. Franklin before him, in the simple and
unpretendlng garb of an American citizen.

In 1828 General Andrew Jackson was elected President
of the United States, and Mr. Buchanan aided in this result
to the extent of his ability. The majority of 50,000, which

I·
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Pennsylvania gave for Jackson, furnishes evidence of the
efficiency of his support. He, himself, was re·elected to
Oongress in the same campaign, and during the following
session was placed at the head of the Judiciary Committee,
a position that had been :tilled by Daniel Webster. One of
the most famed cases th~t had ever came before Congress,
the impeachment of J. H. Peck, Judge of the District Oourt
of the United States for Missouri, was one in the manage
ment of which Mr. Buchanan acted a conspicuous part, and
secured himself a national reputation as a barrister of the
first order. He, with IIenry R. Storrs, of New York, Geo.
McDuffie, of South Carolina, Am"Qrose Spencer, of New
York, and Charles Wickliffe, of Kentucky, were chosen on
the part of the House, as managers to conduct the prosecu
tion before the Senate. William Wirt and Jonathan Mere
dith were for the defence. The trial was conducted on both
sides with distinguished ability, Mr. Buchanan closing the
case and confining himself to the leg'al and constitutional
questions involved. He, in a masterly mann~r, pointed out
the difference between the principles which govern English
courts and those which, under the Constitution, must govern
those of the United States. The Senate acquitted Judge
Peck by a vote of 22 to 21, but shortly afterwards an act
was passed obviating whatever technical objections stood in
the way of conviction, so that no judge afterwards ventured
to comnlit a similar offence.

On the Brd of March, 1831, Mr. Buchanan voluntarily
retired from Congress, of which he had been a constant
member for ten years. He was soon afterwards selected, by
President Jackson, as minister to the Court of St. Peters
burg. In this position he concluded the first commercial
treaty between the Vnited States and Russia, which secured
to our merchantmen and navigators important privileges in
the Baltic and Black seas. In 1833, upon his return from
Russia, he was elected to a seat in the United States Senate,
taking his seat in that body December 15th, 1834.

The subject of negro slavery came before the Senate in
1835, from the reference, in the message of General Jackson,
in regard to the circulation through the United States.mail, of
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incendiar : publications designed to excite insurrection in
the South~rn States, and upon memorials for the abolition
of slavery! in the District of Columbia. This aspect of the
slavery qiJ-estion was a new one before Congress. How,
most judi¢iolisly to deal with it, was the question to be
decided. Mr. Buchanan saw, that if the question was
perlnitted ito come constantly before Oongress, it would keep
up throughout a never-ceasing agitation, which might, in
the end, ep.danger the stability and perpetuity of the Ameri
can Unio4. He, therefore, conceived as the best method to
deal with lit, that some legislation should be enacted that
might stifle the agitation in the bud and prevent the ques
tion of sla~ery from being raised and discussed in that body.
He favore~ the receiving of the petitions or memorials for the
abolition pf .slavery in the District of Columbia, and then
declaring,1 after respectfully considering them, that Congress
had no P9wer to legislate on the subject. "I repeat," said
he, "that: I intended to make as strong a motion in this
·case as th.e <?ircumstances would justify. It is necessary
that we sljtould use every constitutional effort to suppress
the agitatton which now disturbs the land. This is neces..
sary as m4ch for the happiness and future prospects of the
..slave as f~r the security of the master. Before this storm
began to rise, the laws in regard to slaves had been really
ameliorat~dby the slaveholding States; they enjoyed many
privileges! \vhich were unknown in former times. In some of
the slave rtates prospective and gradual emancipation was
publicly ,nd seriously discussed. But now, thanks to the
efforts of Ithe abolitionists, the slaves have been deprived of
these privileges, and while the liberty of the Union is
endangeryd, their prospects of final emancipation is delayed
to an indefinite period. To leave this question where the
Oonstitut£?n has left it, to the slaveholding States themselves,
~·s equally I! dictated by €1J humane regard for the slaves as well
as for thefr masters."

About ithis time Texas was passing th~ough its war of
independ~nce, and Santa Anna, the President of Mexico,
was usint all his efforts to reduce it again beneath his
,authority. Mr. Buchanan sympathized, as an American,
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with the struggling Texans, and urged its recognition on
the part of the ITnited States as an independent government.
He afterwards favored the admission of Texas as one of the
States of the American Oonfederacy.

Towards the close of Gen. Jackson's administration, the
French indemnity question rose to one of the first magnitude.
The French Ohamber of Deputies, by a majority of eight
votes, refused to sanction the recommendation of Louis
Philippe, who had advised the payment of the American
indemnity. This conduct on the part of the French, roused
Gen. Jackson to the highest pitch of intensity, and he there..
upon demanded an appropriation of $3,000,000 for the
increase of the navy and for the defence of the maritime
frontier. Mr. Buchanall supported the demand of the Presi
dent in an able speech, and reviewed the whole ground of
difficulty between France and the United States, and clearly
established, by the law of nations, the error into which the
French government had fallen; and that the money being
justly owing to American citizens, it was incunlbent upon
the government to see that they received their dues. The
decided stand taken by President Jackson on French affairs,
and the noble support accorded him by Mr. Buchanan and
other leading men of the nation, hastened the settlement of
the troublesome question.

One of the most important subjects that came before this
Congress, was the adnlission of Michigan and Arkansas into .
the Union." The subject gave rise to much debate, in all of
which Mr. Buchanan bore a conspicuous and distinguished
part. It was objected to the' admission of 11.ichigan that
aliens had participated in the formation of the Oonstitution ;
but Mr. Buchanan took the ground that aliens who were
residents of the northwestern territory had a right, by vir..
tue of the ordinance of 1787, to exercise the elective franchise.
In this discussion Mr. Buchanan made use of the following
language: "The older I grow, the m,ore I am inclined to be
what is called a State.rights man. The peace and security of
of this Union depend upon giving to the Oonstitution a
literal and fair construction, such as would be placed upon
it by a plain and intelligent man, and not by ingenious
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construct·ons to increase the powers of this government,
and thereby diminish those of the States; The rights of
the State~, reserved to them by that instrument, ought ever
to be sacred. If, then, the Constitution leaves them to de
cide according to their own discretion, unrestricted and
unlimited, who shall be electors, it follows as a necessary
consequence that they may, if they think proper, confer
upon resi<ilent aliens the right of voting."

Mr. BU!hanan was early in his advocacy of specie pay·
ments by the general government, instead of depreciated
bank pap,r. In this he went hand-in-hand with Thomas H.
Benton, the Ajax of American Democracy. He depicted,
in forcibl~ language, the evils that flow from the increase of
banking fapital to the laboring man, and, indeed, to all
classes s~ve the speculators.. "Banks," he said, "could
make mo~ey plenty at one time and scarce at another; at
one mome~t nominally raise the price of all property beyond
its real v~lue, and the next moment reduce it below that
standard, bud thus prove most ruinous to the best interests
of the pe4ple. The increase of banking capital was calcu
lated to ~'anSfer the wealth and property of the country
from the honest, industrious and unsuspecting classes of
society, i to the hands of speculators, who knew when to
purchase and when to sell."

Upon t~e opening of the Twenty.fourth Congress, Decem..
ber 5th, 1?36, Mr. Buchanan was chosen to the honorable
and respohsible position of chairrnan of the Committee of
Foreign Relations. The principal feature of this session
was the d~scussion of Mr. Benton's celebrated" Expunging
ResolutioJ," which the indomitable Senator from 1fissouri
had introquced, time after time, for the purpose of having
expunged !from the journal of the Senate the stain which
had been ~ffixed upon General Jackson, for his removal of
the deposf.s from the Un~ted States Bank. In this n?ble
effort he ad the cooperatIon of Mr. Buchanan, who, In a
speech 0 masterly power, and of rich and graceful ela·
quence, d+fended the hero of Orleans from all unjust asper..
sion, and Iproved, by the most convincing logic, that an
imperativ~ justice demanded of the American Senate that
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it erase from its records the base brand of obloquy that had
been stamped upon the conduct of the National Executive.
His oration upon this occasion has always been considered
as one of the finest specimens of eloquence that was ever
witnessed upon the floor of the United States Senate. Im
mediately after the delivery of Mr. Buchanan's speech, the
vote on the "Expunging Resolution" was taken, and the
odious record stricken from the journal of the Senate.

Martin Van Buren succeeded General Jackson, as Presi
dent, March 4th, 1'837. It was a time of great financial
distress; greater, if possible, than that of 1820-21, which
followed the war of 1812-14. The genBral flooding of the
country with excessive issues of paper currency had stimu
lated one of those periods of general speculation which had
covered the land with universal desoIa,tion. The President
summoned an extra session- of Congress, in order that
measures nlight be devised to remedy the pressure of the
financial crisis. Almost the first bill introduced was the" Sub
Treasury Act." Mr. Buchanan favored the passage of the
bill in a speech of great power, and therein explained the
causes of the monetary embarrassment in a most profound
and statesmanlike manner, and presented a clear conception
of the power of the General Government in regard to the
question under consideration. His views upon this measure
were of the most matured character, and his clear exposi
tion of the powers of government aided greatly in securing
the passage of the bill.

In the regular session of 1837, the relations of the Ameri
can government with Mexico came under consideration. In
the course of a debate upon this subject, Mr. Buchanan
traced the conduct of the Mexican government towards our
citizens, and showed that the American flag was no protec
tion to them, and that after being insulted and robbed, no
satisfaction or apology was given. In reply to Mr. Clay,
who suggested that owing to our deranged state of the cur·
rency we had better avoid war, he indignantly replied: "If
the national honor demanded vindication, he would not be
deterred by any such consideration. He, for one, would not
consent to see American citif:iens plundered with impunity."
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The question of the preemption right of settlers came up
in the Senate about this time, and Mr. Buchanan defended
this right, and was unwilling that any distinction should be
made between American settlers and those of foreign birth.
It was, as e conceived, a just right that should be accorded
to the har y pioneers, whether native citizens or those who
braved tid and tempest, in order to seek a home in the
wilds of at r western country.

Another important question arose under Van Buren's
administration, in regard to the alleged interference of federal
officers in elections. A bill was introduced which proposed
penalties upon any officer of the United States government,
below the tank of a District Attorney, who should attempt
to persuad~ a citizen to vote for any person to be elector
of preSidef't and Vice President of the United States or for
other certa n officers. This measure was opposed by 1'fr.
Buchanan ith all the po\vers of his mind, and it was soon
thereafter 4bandoned.

The last iCongress, under Mr. Van Buren's administration,
commenced its first session December 2nd, 1839. It proved
a vety)mp6rtant session, as business of an interesting chal"ac..
ter engage4 the attention of Congress. On the bill intro
duced by 8ilas vVright, of New York, "to more effectually
secure the Ii public money in the hands of the officers and
agents of t~e government," long and violent discussion was
had. It ~s the call for marshaling the old warriors of
bank and apti-bank. The contest was again terrific and was
another Tr~jan struggle renewed.

Mr. Buchanan's speech OIl. the Independent Treasury, of
the 22nd of January, 1840, was able, dignified and profound.
It is consid~red as containing the best synopsis of the science
of politicali economy, and the relation between capital and
labor that ~ny American statesman had yet produced. At
least it had' never been surpassed. At the period of the de ..
livery of tJttis speech, Mr. Buchanan had been familiar with
the workin~ of the government for twenty years. ~e had
p:asseq. thr~ugh financial revulsions before, and having
studied the effect of extravagant bank expansions, he was
ab.le to place his finger upon the errors of the past, and like,

I
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a skillful mariner, direct how to avoid the shoals and quick
sands that might lie in the future. It waR out of this speech
of Mr. Buchanan's, on the Independent Treasury, that his
enemies gathered material which served to fasten upon him
the charge of having advocated a reduction of the wages of
labor. No charge was ever mOTe unjust. John Davis, Sen
ator of Massachusetts, was foremost alnongst those who pur
sued him with this accusation. The manner, however, in
which he defended himself from the justness of this charge,
upon the floor of the United States Senate, in reply to Sen~

ator Davis, and the rejoinders he administered to the latter,
are not yet forgotten by the older of our citizens.

The election of 1840 swept, as by a hu~ricane, the Demo..
cratic party from power. General Harrison was elected
President of the United States, and the vVhig party had the
ascendancy in both houses of Congress. Almost immediately
after his election, the new President issued a proclamation
for Congress to meet in extra session, -rv.ray 31st, 1841. Con
gress met, but I-Iarrison was a.lready in his grave. The first
movement was the introduction of a bill for the repeal of
the Independent Treasury. Early in the same session Mr.
Clay presented his plan of a "Fiscal Bank." The Demo-

(6 craey, though in the rninority, fought the friends of the bank
again, but in vain would have been their resistance but for
the assistance of Vice President John Tyler, now President,
who came to their rescue. In opposition to Clay's "Fiscal
Bank:," Mr. Buchanan made one of his great speeches, and
reiterated his constitutional objections to the establishment
of a National Bank.

The repeated vetoes of John Tyler of the favorite mea
sures of the Whig party, so exasperated the leaders, that
Mr. Clay introduced a proposition to abolish the veto power,
conferred upon the President by the Oonstitution. On the
2nd of F€bruary, 1842, Mr. Buchanan made an elaborate
reply to Mr. Olay's proposition, reviewing our whole system
of government and showing the intimate relations existing
between its parts. This logical and profound speech mani
fested on the part of Mr. Buchanan an accurate knowledge
of the fundamental laws and maxims of civil government.
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The mo~t important feature of Mr. Tyler's administration
consisted ih the steps taken for the annexation of Texas.
As heretofpre stated, Mr. Buchanan was one of the earliest
advocates bf that measure. In his remarks upon this sub
ject he said: "\Vhile the annexation of Texas would afford
that securi~y to the Southern and Southwestern slave States
which theY

i
have a right to demand, it would, in some respects,

operate pr~judiciallyupon their immediate pecuniary inte
rests; but\to the Middle and Western, and more especially
to the Newt England States, it would be a source of unmixed
prosperity~ It would extend their commerce, promote their
manufaetutes and increase their wealth. The New England
States resi~tedwith all their power the acquisition of Louisi
ana; and t ask, what would those States have been at this
day witbo~t that territory? They will also resist the an
nexation qf Texas with silnilar energy; although, after it
has been a!pquired, it is they who will reap the chief pecuni
ary advantages from the acquisition." The admission of
Texas wasinot consummated until after the election of James
K. Polk t~ the Presidency.

The eleqtion of 1844 again brought the Democratic party .
into powe~. James K. Polk, as soon as he was inaugurated
President, ~elected for the responsible position of Secretary
of State, 'the man whose career we are sketching, Jaynes
Buchanan.! So intimately connected were the actions of Mr.
Buchanan ~nd the administration of President Polk, that full
justice co*ld not be done the former otherwise than in a
complete history of that adrninistration. He was the ac
knowledg~ head of the Cabine~ Council, and nothing of
importanc~ was undertaken witho'ut his sanction being had
and appro~ation obtained. Of the many able State papers
of which be was author during his premiership, time and
space for~id our speaking. At the close of Mr. Polk's
administration, he retired to private life, at Wheatland.

Mr. Bl!hanan, although now basking in the shades of
rural life, as by no means an indifferent spectator of public
affairs. ;e still continued to watch the current of political
opinions with the same eager eye as ever, and discussed
public qu~stions with his friends with the same warmth as'

!
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in his younger years. After the passage of the compromise
measures of 1850, Mr. Buchanan was among the first to en
dorse them, and to spread throughout Pennsylvania a pub
lic sentiment in their favor. In a letter written by him
in November, 1850, to a public meeting in Philadelphia, he
expressed himself freely upon the compromise, and gave it
his full and unqualified approbation.

Franklin Pierce, of New Hampshire, was elected Presi.
dent of the United States in the autumn of 1852. Upon his
taking the presirlential chair,. in March following, one of his
first acts was the appointment of Mr. Buchanan as Minister
to England. One of the principal questions that engaged
his attention in London, was the Oentral American question,
which the Clayton-Bulwer treaty had complicated but not
settled. He was also one of the Ministers who conferred
together at Ostend, regarding the Island of Ouba, and the
result of the deliberations of which Oonference has pop~..
larly been known as the Ostend Man2festo.

The question of slavery was one which James Buchanan
ever viewed from a conservative stand-point. From the
time he first presented in Congress the petition from the
Oaln quarterly meeting of Friends, till his death, he regarded
the subject of slavery as one over which the National Gov..
ernment had no legitimate control, viewing it as within the
sole jurisdiction of the States in which the institution had
existence. 'l'hese views he proclaimed "\vhen he presented
in Congress the above petition to which allusion has been
made, and this conservative attitude he ever afterwards
maintained, and which was in unison with the sentiments of
the framers of the constitution and the principal statesmea
of the old Democratic and Whig parties.

Mr. Buchanan was one @f those statesmen who regaraed
the question of slavery as one that existed by virtue of
compromise, and he desired to see nothing done to violate
the compacts of faith that had been solemnly ratified between
the Northern and Southern sections of the Union. The
Compromise measures of 1850 had his hearty adhesion) as
in these he seemed to recognize the settlement of the only
question that could, perhaps for ages, jeopard the national

10
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integrity. With the greatest anxiety and dread, was it there
fore that He heard, whilst in Europe, of the repeal of the
Missouri Compromise in 1854. In a letter written to a lead..
ing statesnp.an of his party, about the time that the repeal
began to ~'e mooted, he uttered solemn words of warning,
and stron~y remonstrated against the abrogation of this
time~honor d compact. IIe depicted in strong colors the .
dangers th It he apprehended wouJdresult, should this unwise
attempt b~ consurnmated. From an intimat@ knowledge of
the feelin~s of the people of the North, he predicted the
terrible storm that would be excited throughout the country
by such an opening up of the slavery agitation as this would
occaSIon.

But the admonitions of Mr. Buchanan were unheeded.
The Kans~s-Nebraska act was passed by Congress on the
25th of Ma~, and received the signature of President Pierce
on the 30t~ of the saIne month. The windows of slavery
agitation ~ere thereby all opened. as he had predicted, and
the deluge !that began to pour upon the land was frightful

I

and terrifi~. The anti-slavery press of the Northern States
teemed ful] of abuse of the men who had dared in the glare
of the light and advancement of the nineteenth century, to
attempt to favor the cause of slavery; for in no other aspect
could the ;~ction of the National Congress be viewed. It
seemed in ~heir eyes an unholy effort to turn back the dial
of the age, land an effort to open up all the territory of the
west to tb¢ abomination of slavery. The storm of aboli..
tionism th~s aroused, blew and gath.ered strength by dis
tance, and :tbe strong oaks of the Democratic party were
bending b~neath its blasts.

In the ~idst of this vast hurricane of partisan fury, the
Democrati~ Oonvention assembled at Oincinnati in 1856,
and placed lin nomination James Buchanan as their candidate
for the prekidency. By skillful management, the old party
of Jefferson, in the face of all opposition was again victori9US,.
and its noJinee1 the subject of our notice, w'as elected. On
the 4th of ;March, 1857, he was inaugurated the 15th Pres..
ident of the United States.

After th$ repeal of the Missouri Compromise, the Terri..

I
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tory of Kansas became the battle.ground between the anti ..
slayery -and pro-slavery parties. Emigrants were hurried'
into the territory by both parties, each aiming at gaining
the ascendancy within its borders; the one party seeking to
make it a free and the other a slave State. The one per
siste:Q.tly contended that slavery was local in its character, and
therefore if a slaveholder brought his slaves with him these
becam.e instantly free. The other, quite as strongly main
tained that slavery was recognized by the constitution, and
therefore the owner of ~laves had the same right to carry his
slaves "rith him into the territory as any other property.
Without this right the Southern people insisted that the
equality of the States would be destroye9., and they would
sink from the rank of equals to that of inferiors. In this
view the pro-slavery party were sustained by the solemn
adjudic'ation of the Supreme Court. They yielded acqui
escence in the territorial· government appoi'nted over them
by Congress; whereas, the anti-,slavery party having held a
convention at Topeka, formed a State constitution and ap
plied for admittance into the Union. They were, however',
reje~led. The regular Territorial Legislature, on the 27th
of February, 1857, passed an act for the election of delegates
in June of that year to frame a State constitution.

This was the condition of affairs in Kansas when 1fr.
Buchanan was inaugurated President, on the 4th of March,
1857. A majority of the pro-slavery delegates were elected in
June, 1857, because the anti-slavery party refused to parti
cipate in the election. When the convention assembled, they
adopted what was known as the Lecompton Constitution;
and as slavery was the main question at variance between
the parties, it was deternlined that this should be submitted
to a vote of the people of the State. It was so sublnitted
in December of that year, and the anti-slavery party, still
persisting in their refusal to vote, the result was 6226 votes
in favor of slavery, and but 569 against it. At the election
held on the first Monday in January, 1858, under the new
constitution, the anti-slavery party voting, a large majority
of the members of the Legislature elected, belonged to this
party. On the 30th of January, of the same year, the ~-
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Jcompton Constitution was transmitted to Mr. Buchanan, as
the Nation~l Executive, from the president of the' conven
tion, with t~te request that it be subm.itted to the considera..
tion of Congress. This "vas done in a message of the 2nd of
February, [858, and therein President Buchanan recom·
mended th~ admission of Kansas as a State, under the Le..
.compton Odnstitution. He said: "The people of Kansas have
in their o"v~ way and in strict accordance with the organic
act, framed Ia Oonstitution and State Governrnent; have sub..
mitted the I all-important question of slavery to the people,
and have el~cted a governor, a member to represent them in
Congress, ~embers of the State Legislature and other State
officers. *1 * * For my own part, I am decidedly in
favor of it, admission, and thus terminating the Kansas
,question." I

This me~sage occasioned a long, exciting and violent
,-debate, in ~oth Houses of Congress, between the slavery
and anti-slalvery members, which lasted nearly three months.
It was but the reecho of the storm that was raging through..
out the l~ld. Mr. Buchanan was bitterly denounced as
truckling t the slave power, and as lending the weight of
his high 0 .ce towards :fixing upon the people of Kansas
the curse of slavery against their will. Members of Con
gress were ~lassi:fied, during tr§s controversy, as Lecompton
and anti-Le?ompton, &s they favored or opposed the admis..
sion of Ka~sas. A wing of his own party separated from
Mr. Buchanlan on this point, and among these Stephen A.
Douglas, ofl Illinois. Kansas was not admitted under this
Le00mpton I,Constitution, and was only admitted a short time
before the blose of Mr. Buchanan's administration, with a

free constitftion.
But eve ts were gradually culminating during Mr.

Buchanan's administration towards a catastrophe of one
kind or another. The slavery question was now the one all
paramonnt. I All other questions merged into insignificance,
and it is on~y in the light of the slavery agitation of the
period that this administration is estimated. No other act of
his as President is ever remembered, and from that stand-
point alonerll he ever be judged. In the midst, however, of
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the terrible commotion of the period, it soon became clear that
even in the ranks of the Democratic party a schism, in fact}>
existed, and but time was required to develop it. This was
also occasioned by the slavery question, and by many wae-~

co.nsidered as occasioned by an effort to compromise on the
question. Senator Douglas became prominent as the advo
cate of what he chose to term squatter sovereignty, but
which principle found no sanction in the decision of the
Supreme Court in the Dred Scott case. His arguments
were, however, very captivating and attractive, and he suc
ceeded in carrying with him a large body of the Democratic:
party. To this interpretation of the Oonstitution the South
ern people were almost equally hostile as towards the out
and~out principles of the Republican party. They simply
regarded Senator Douglas as bidding for the Presidency
befote the abolition sentiment of the North, and therefore
they bore him an unquenchable ill-will and steady oppo
sition.

When the Democratic convention met at Oharleston, in
April, 1860, it was not long till the want of harmony in the
party showed itself in the representative body. An attempt
was made to agree upon a platform of principles, but with
out effect, and therefore the withdrawal of the delegates
from the cotton States was the consequeBce of this disa
greement. The convention adjourned to meet at Baltimorej}
in the hope of yet securing harmony in the actions of that.
body. It re-assembled in June, at Baltimore, but without
any bett~r success than at Oharleston. The breach had
become too great and could not be remedied. Both wings of
the party nominated their candidates, Stephen A. Douglas
being the nominee of the, one, and John O. Breckinridge of
the other. The sympathies of' Mr. Buchanan were with the
wing of the party that nominated Breckinridge, but no hopeg:
of success could be anticipated by either, afld the result was>
the election of Abraham Lincoln as President.

As soon as the election of Abraham I-.Jincoln was made
known, the' Southern people prepared to inaugurate the
movement of secession. The first to secede were the cottOIl!
States, and orr the 4th of March, 1861, these organized a
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government at Montgomery, Alabama, with Jefferson Davis
as President. The people of the Southern States had long
harbored the belief that the Republican party alone would
be unable ~o prevent a dissolution of the Union, because
they did not believe that the Democrats of the North would
give their adhesion to the prosecution of a war for the resto
ration of the Union.

It was o*e of the cardinal principles of the Democratic
party, that I'States could not be coerced"by the general gov
ernment, and one which had been solemnly reiterated again
and again in its conventions, and they did not believe that
the party c?uld go back of its pledges and resolutions. The
Virginia a~d Kentucky resolutions of 1798, the one sketched
by 1vladiso* and the other by Jeflerson, clearly denied the
coercion ot States by the general governrnent. These reso
lutions ha~ ever formed the political bible, as it were, of the
Democratiq party. Jame Buchanan, hovvever, better under
stood the tpne of the Northern people, and he frequently
assured th~ Southern leaders that the first gun fired upon
Fort Sum~ter or Moultrie would heal all political divisions
in the N ofth, and render it a unit in support of a war for
the preser'1ation of the national integrity. He had mingled
so long in~'olitics as to have discovered that the prodJises
0.f most p liticians are unreliab1e, and therefore was it that
he uttered bis cautions to those \vna "depended upon aid
from the orthern States.
, As to tbb doctrine of coercion, he clearly laid down the
correct pripciple of the party in his last annual rnessage to
Congress. i In this he says: " The question fairly stated is :
has the constitution delegated to Congress the power to
coerce a St~te into submission, which is attempting to with
draw or b~s actually withdrawn from the Confederacy? If
answered ~n the affirrnative, it must be on the principle that
power has been c0nferred upon Congress to make war against
a State. After nluch serious reflection, I have arrived at
the conclusion that no such power has been delegated to
Congress, or to any other department of the Federal Gov..
'ernment. ,i It is manifest, upon an inspection of the consti
tution, tha~ this is not among the specific arid enumerated
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powers granted to Oongress; and it is equally apparent, that
its exercise is not 'necessary and proper for carrying into
execution' anyone of these po\vers. So far from this power
having been delegated to Congress, it was expressly refused
by the convention which framed the constitution.

" It appears from the proceedings of that body, that on
the 31st of May, 1787, the clause 'authorizing an ex~rtion

of the fo~ce of the whole against a delinquent State' came
up for consideration. Mr. Madison opposed it in a brief but
powerful speech, upon which I shall extract but a single
sentence. He observed: 'The use of force against a State
would look more like a declaration of war than an infliction
of pr 1 nent, and would, probably, be considered by the
part" ucked as a dissolution of ·all previous compacts by
whjl~ might be bound.' Upon his motion the clause was
unall' Jusly postponed, and was never, I believe, again pre
s.e Soon afterwards, on the 8th of June, 1787, when
11. ' {'outally adverting to the subject,he said: 'Any govern
,:. for the United States, formed upon the supposed prac-

lility of using force against the unconstitutional pro
Lings of the States, \vould prove as visionary and falla

as as the government of Uongress,' evidently meaning the
~len existing Congress of the old Oonfederation."

The above ,vas the old Democratic doctrine, and when he
had given utterance t~ it, if he believed it, he should have
lllaintained it.. But so great at that time wa.s the popular
clamor in favor of coercion, that in his special message to
Congress of the 8th of January, 1861, he attempts to evade
the above, and draws the distinction between coercing a
State and the individuals of the State. A weak distinction,
indeed. What is the State but the individuals who compose
it? If no authority was delegated to the general govern
ment to coerce a State, whence is the authority derived to
-coerce the individuals of the State, the very ones who form
,a State? In this backing down of Mr. Buchanan from the

·to first assun1ed by him he exhibited a weaknessPOSI Ion 'I-- , • • f
not credit~ble to one who filled the exal.ted posItIon 0

the Presidency of a· nation. If his doctnne as regarded
coercion was true, it remained so, though all the North
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should de lare the contrary. Then why not maintain it?
Though its maintenance should have been pronounced trea·
son, and d;eath the penalty, he o~" all others should have
defended it~ Many brave men before had suffered for opinion
sake, and ~id they sink in history on that account? They
were only! the more remembered and respected for their
heroism anJd staunch defence of principle.

Mr. Bu 'hanan repeatedly asked of Congress additional
authority to enable him to collect the duty in the Southern
ports, whe e all the federal officers had resigned, but to this
Congress g ve no attention. At least the additional authority
was not granted. His condition as President at that time
was a veryll trying and perplexing one.. Elected as a Demo
~rat, upon i principles that always gave satisfaction to the
people of ~he Southern States, it is not to be supposed that
he w0uld i:desire to fight with the South the battle of the
Republicari party. The genuine Dernocratic party and the
South had no quarrel; and James Buchanan, b¥longi~g to
that school, had none either. Should he provoke a waf' with
the South ?uring the remnant of his term of office? Surely
not. He i,d his party had done all in their power to avert
the calami y then coming upon the country, and were able
still to sett! e the troubles if they had the power.. But that
had passed, from their hands, and it was the ne~ power that
the South designed to resist. Not the natjon did they mean
to resist, bllt simply the power of the Republican party.

~t is no {vonder, therefore, if James Buchanan would feel
a pleasure in being relieved from an office at a time of such
embarrass$ent. He is said to have ren1arked to the new
President: '"If you, sir, f~el as happy in entering upon the
office of Pr~sident as I do in retiring therefrom, then you are
a happy man to~day."

After the 4th of March, 1861, James Buchanan .returned
to Lancaster, where he met with a reception befitting his
rank and condition, and upon this occasion made his last
public add~~ess to his fellow~citizens of Lancaster. He re
viewed the condition of public affairs at some length, and
returned, in. conclusion, his warmest thanks for the' honoTs
his countrymen bad showered upon him. The remainder of
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his days he passed at his residence, called H Wheatland," near
Lancaster. During the years he lived in retirement he was
frequently visited by his Democratic friends, whom he ever
received with great cordiality and friendship. After his
retirement he prepared a history of his administration, but
did not publish the same until the close of the rebellion.
It is entitled, "Buchanan's Administra tion on the Eve of the
Rebellion." In this he essays the task of defending the
policy he maintained, especially as regards the slavery ques
tion and the rebellion consequent upon its agitation. Of
the rectitude of his conduct as regards his attitude on the
slavery question, he was ever firmly convinced. In the
presence of some friends, after his return from Washington,
and after .the inauguration of war, he remarked: "Well,
gentlemen, I am fully convinced that the American people
will yet justify me for the attitude I have nlaintained as re
gards the slavery question." Mr. Buchanan enjoyed his
usual good health for several years. Even his last illness
was short. He died June 1, 1868. His funeral was the
largest ever seen in Lancaster.

A sketch of the distinguished subject of our notice would
be imperfect unless he would be delineated according to his
deserts. As a statesman there is no doubt that Mr. Bu..
chanan is deserving of ranking amongst the ablest to whom
America has given birth. The great secret of his success as
a statesn1an, was his sagacity to discover the political current
before he too fully committed himself. It was this same
trait, however, on the other hand, that has occasioned him
more abuse than all else. This ,vas his characteristic timid
ity, for there is no use in concealing the fact, that Mr. Bu
chanan was timid to a fault. lIe was not the bold man who
would advance his opinions, let them be popular or other..
wise. Had he been a man of that boldness, it is scarcely
probable that he "vauld ever have filled the presidential
chair; or if he had filled it, his action as President would
have commanded more respect than it did.

In private life, even so exceedingly reticent was Mr. Bu
chanan at all times during the rebellion, tha.t his opinion
could not be elicited at any time as to the results of the war.
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When a~ opinion was sought of him, he would usually
give an evasive reply, and left it only to be guessed what his
real opini~n was, and it is aoubtful even if his most con
fidential fl-iends knew whether he favored the prosecution of
the war for the restoration of the Union or not. If his sen
-tinlents w~re the same as most of the leading Dernocrats of
his school, he could not have favored what he must have re
garded as a violation of the Federal Constitution. Y et if
,such were: his opinions, he cht)se to conceal them; for other
wise in th~ inflamed condition of Northern sentiment dur-
ing the w~r, he felt that his person and property would have
been in jeopardy. Indeed, frequent threats were made
against hi~ life, but these were ever regarded as the tempo
rary ebullition of passion that would soon subside. Many
were the Ittters he received denouncing him and threatening
vengeance! upon his head, but to none of them did he ever
give any heed. They may, ho\vever, have somewhat more
firmly sea~ed his lips during the rebellion, as during all this
period hell seemed to be particularly close-m'Outhed. The
great fault; of Mr. Buchanan was his extrerne timidity, which
did not p$'mit him to do sornetimes what he desired to do.

As a ci.tizen, Mr. Buchanan had no superiors. He was
kind-hear~ed, generous and humane, and a worthy object
would never escape his recognition. He was not one of
those who blindly became attached to friends, but he had a
universal land sympathetic feeling for nlankind. He WJS
regarded by many as cold and phlegmatic, and that he had
no regard! for friends or enemies. Such was not James
Buchanan~ Many found fault with him because they had
not at hisl bands received such favors as they had hoped.
It was no~ in his power to favor all his friends, but he did
all in that: way that he possibly could~; and that he could
have done! vastly more would have been a great pleasure to
him. That he was entirely blameless in all his actions could
not be expected. He was human and liable to err, as all are;
but that 4is faults were many, none will contend. He was
perfectly ~onest and upright in all his actions and deal
ings, and ih these particulars he is worthy of inlitation by all.
But few men live a more irreproachable life than Mr. Bu-
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hcanan. He ,vas highly esteemed by men of all parties, and
none were so hardy as not to concede hinl honesty of pur...
pose.

As a lawyer, he ranked amongst the ablest of the whole
country:; and when engaged in the "practice he read little
but the books pertaining to his profession. He never was
a man of great miscellaneous reading, and save law and politics
his knowledge was limited. His extensive intercourse with
leading minds and his re~idences in Europe, had given him
a very general information upon all current topics, but he
was in no sense either a scholar or a student. His know
ledge, which was very considerable, was Inore what might
be called picked-up, than acquired by dint of his o,vn read-

'ing. He was an American, fully imbued with American
ideas, and he cared little for knowing that which he could
not turn to practical account. Indeed, he made no preten
,sions to scholarship or profundity. lIe therefore knew
nothing of many matters that engage the attention of stu
Gents who are such from choice. His opinions upon no
point except lawand politics are therefore to be es timated. He
knew lnuch of the world, and for an American, as its society
is now constituted, he was the lnan for the tjmes.

Had be" been the stern and outspoken advocate of princi
ple at all times, he would have been left in inglorious 0 bscur
ity, and would perhaps never have been heard of save in his
own county, pr at most his State, as a",sound, able lawyer.
He is simply the production of Americau life and customs;
and what he ~ight have been under another form of govern
ment we have no means of estimating. He, ho\vever, must
remain the type of Anlerican statesmen, and other tilnes
and regulations, perhaps another form of government, will
be required to develop a very different one. That Mr.
Buchanan had the ability to achieve distinction in any pur
.suit, and under any form of governrnent, is readily conceded.
His ability was of the very first order, at least in the depart
ment of statesluanship.

BUCHANAN, JOHN, was elected a County Commissioner
in 1824.

BUCKLEY, DAKIEL, was an iron*master of Lancaster

PA-Genealogy



116 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

county. He was a member of the Legislature iR the years
1794, 1798, 1799 and 1800. He is one of the ancestors of
Clement . G:tubb, iron-master, of this city.

BURR; WES, THOMAS H., was born in Strasburg, Lan
caster co~nty, Pa., November 16th, 1805. He received a
liberal e~ucation at Quebec and Trinity Oollege, Dublin,
Ireland, .Jhere his parents resided for some years. Although
never ma1riculated as a regular student of Trinity College,
yet he acq.uired a sound kno,vledge of the Latin and the
~Frenchla~guages,considerable acquaintance with the Greek,
and the r*diments of the German. He acquired, however,
besides the mere education of a collegiate routine, an enlarged
view of t~e world, and those habits of self.reliance which
became td him of more importance than the most scholarly
attainm.ents could othervvise have been to him. He became
better prepared for the stern battle of American life less by
contact w{th books than by observation of life, from his
travels and intercourse ,vith society. Upon returning to
Pennsylv~nia, he chose the law for his profession, and
ente~ed, a~ a student" the office of Amos -Ellmaker, of Lan
caster, a lawyer of liberal scholarship and of the highest
standing ~t the bar. After reading two and a half years
with Mr. ~llmaker, he entered, in 1829, the Yale College
Law Schobl, and pursued his legal studies in this institution
for some t~me, and was in the autumn of 1829 admitted to
the bar ofl Lancaster county, and soon after began the prac
tice of lat. Being in easy circumstances he did not devote
himself to! the practice of the profession with that zeal and
energy tb~t others of less means are necessitated to employ;
but he sobn became somewhat active in politics, and in
October, ~831; ,vas returned from Lancaster C0unty as a.
member of the Pennsylvania IIouse of Representatives, and
was reelected in 1~32. While a member of the Legislature~

owing to ~is party being in the minority, he did not attain
R.ny leadinf,; distinction; nor did he seek to render himself
particular conspicuous, but was amongst the most regular
in his atte dance at his post of duty. Upon the ascent of
his party tp power in the election of Joseph Ritner, as Gov
ernor of Pennsylvania, in 1835, he was called upon to fill
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the office of the Secretary of the Oommonwealth,l to which

IThe State of Pennsylvania, in 1838, was upon the verge of civil con
vulsion, brought about by a dispute that arose in the city of Philadel
phia as regards the election returns of certain aspirants for legislative
honors. One party claimed certain members as legally chosen, and their
opponents insisted that the opposing candidates had been elected. Two
sets of conflicting returns had been made out, and one of these had re
ceived the sanction of the Secretary of the Commonwealth and ·was trans
mitted to the proper officer. 'Vheu, therefore, the House of Represen
tatives nlet at Harrisburg, at 11" o'clock, Decelnber 4th, 1838, the Olerk
of the old House of Representatives began reading the returns of election
for members which had been furnished him by ~ir. Burrowes, Secretary
of the Conlmonwealth. As soon as he had reached the returns of the
county of Philadelphia, a Mr. Pray (one of the contesting Inembers for
the county), arose and handed the Clerk another return, and desired it
to be read. Mr. T .. S. Smith,~ another member from Philadelphia, pro
tested against the reading of this return as being illegal and void, and
not properly before the House. After some discussion, both returns
were allowed to be read, and then the returns for the rest of the State
were read ",ithout objection. The contestant 11lembers froln Philadel
phia of the opposing political factions being adlnitted, each party now
proceeded to elect a Speaker, the ",Vhigs choosing Thoulas S. Cunning
ham, of Mercer; and the Democrats, James flopkins, of Washington.
After order becalne restored, each Speaker proceeded to qualify the
member of his o,vn party. A.fter the lllembers of each party had'been
S"worn in, each adjourned to meet the next day.

The Senate was called to order at 3 0' clock, in the midst of much dis
order, and after a parlimentary display of partisan tactics, Charles B.
Penrose was elected Speaker of the Senate. The public excitement by this
tiule had becollle intense, owing to a popular hnpression that a design
had been concocted to defeat the election of those fairly entitled to seats
in the Legislature. rrhe mass of spectators seemed to believe that the
Secretary of the COIDlnonwealth had been tampered with, and that his
return was made in the interest of the party ·with which he was known
to be in sympathy.

A Mr. Brown, from Philadelp1:ia, attempted to speak and was called to
order as not being a Inember of the Senate. r:L'his excited the populace,
and the shout was raised-"hear him," "Brown," "Brown," "you
shall hear Brown, " and shnilar outbursts of excitenlent now rent the halls.
All at this moment became excitement and confusion, and a Mr. Rodgers,
a member of the Senate, rose and moved that Mr. Brown be permitted to
address the Senate. Brown now addressed the Senate, and all the while the
tumult was increasing, when Mr. Penrose feeling himself unable to pre-

. serve order, yielded the chair to l\lr. Rodgers and made his escape.
Violent threats were now freely made against Thaddeus Stevens, Pen
rose and Bun~owes, and these gentlemen retired from the assemblage
and left their opponents in possession of the field.

The same day, Governor Ritner issued his proclamation, calling upon
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the Supe .intendency of Common Schools ,vas then, ex officlo,.
attached.! From this time Mr. Burrowes nlade the work of
popular e~ucation a subject of the most careful study, and
prepared arevised school bill, which was adopted by the
Legislatute in 1836, and fronl that time, with great energy,
devoted ~imself to the execution of the law. The years of
1837 and 11838 were periods of much activity in the educa..
tionallifel.of Mr. Burro:wes.. In 1837 he published a plan
and dravtlng for the lnlprovement of school houses and
furniture,!lwhich was widely used, and which was the first
effort of ~he kind in the State, if not in the U nioo. In
1839, upoip. the retirement of Joseph Ritner from the office
of Gover*or, and the coming int,o power of a different
administr*tion, the Superintendency of Common Schools
passed into other hands, and 1fr. Burro"\ves returned to
Lanca~ter!and devoted the next seven years of his life to
agricultll~al plirsuits, on a, farm which he owned near the
city of Lhncaster. lIe had always been attached, and in.
his youth :somevvhat t'llured to rural affairs, yet he lacked
that :finan~ial fitness necessary to render the pursuit of hus-

the civil auj1horities "to exert themselves to restore order to the utmost
of their po er," and calling upon the military force of the common
wealth to h; ld theulselves "in instant readiness to repair to the seat of
government i ; and upon aU good citizens to aid in crushing the lawless
mob, and in reinstating the supremacy of the law."

III a da~'r two, nnmbers of arlned military companies an~ived from
different se ,tiOllS of the State, and order was speedily restored.

The Se te and the two IIouses of Representatives continued to as
semble, but ithout an adjustment of the difficulty being yet effected.

In the me nwhile three l11embers of the Cunningham House of Repre
sentatives arne into the flopkins flouse and took their seats, and
desired to ~ qualified as nlembers of that body. These gentlemen,
Messrs. But er 'and Sturdivant, of Luzerne, and l\'Iontelius, of Union,
were sworn; nd took their seats, and this gave the Hopkins party a legal
qnorum of ~he whole number of Representatives.

~Ir. l\Iich~ler, a Whig Senator froln Northanlpton, on the 25th of
Decenlber ~ffered a resolution to recognize the Hopkins Ilonse of Repre
sentatives at containing a quorum of the legally returned members, and
this resolutl!l1 was adopted by 17 voting in the affirmative and 16 in the
negative. everal Whig Senators favored the resolution, and thus the
difficulty te. minated ,vhich for a time threatened to drench the land in
blood. This period of excitenlent and tUDlult has ever since been
popularly known as the "Buckshot War."
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bandrya profitable one. Owing to pecuniary losses, which
he about this time sustained, he was comp"elled to dispose of
his farm, and in 1845 he again retllrned to his profession, in
the city of Lancaster. Immediately afterwards he com
menced a series of papers, in the Lancaster Intelligencer, on
the nature, defects and improvement of the Common School
System of the State. These being over his own signature,.
were made more elabor~te than newspaper communicatiof1lS
usually are, and went into considerable detail. These arti.
cles attracted considerable attention, ~n~ were copied or
otherwise noticed by papers in different parts of the State"
and aided in uniting and directing the public sentiment, then
beginning to manifest itself in favor of scbool improvement:

At the convention of the friends of Education, held at
Harrisburg in January, 1850, ~fr. Burrowes was chosen
temporary President, and acted as chairman of the com..
mittee "to consider and report the best means for invigorat..
ing the general superintendence of the Oommon School
System, harmonizing its local operations, and ·spreading the
knowledge of its true nature and benefits, its progress and
necessities." In the report submitted by him on that occa
sion, ]\{r. B. recommended the establishment of a separate
State department of education, and the publication of a
monthly educational State journal for the dissemination of
matters pertaining to the interests of education amongst the
friends of the cause in all parts of the OOInmonwealth. His
views met the unanimous endorsement of the convention
upon this occasion.

In 1851, a number of teachers, of Lancaster, having met
in convention, in the city of Lancaster, chose Mr. Burrowes
as their chairman, and measures were adopted for the pro..
motion of a permanent educational association in the county.
On this occasion Mr. Burrowes delivered an elaborate address
upon the condition of the school system and the duties of
teachers, which was printed and largely distributed. At
this meeting a resolution was adopted authorizing the Presi ..
dent to commence the publication of "a monthly paper de
voted exclusively to the spread of infornlation relative to
education." This was the origin of the Pennsylvan'ia School'
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Journal, work that until recently occupied nluch of the
time and attention of Mr. Burrowes, and one that has exer
cised a very important influence upon the educational affairs
of the St~te. By the act of 1855, the Pennsylvan£a School

I
Journal wjas made the organ of the school department, and
one copy ~irected to be sent, at the expense of the State, to
each schopl district. In 1854 'Mr. Burrowes prepared for
the State~ descriptive matter .for "Pennsylvania School
Architecttre," a volume of 276 pages. After having written
all the iJportant school bills that passed the Legislature
after 18361., he crowned this eminent service to the State in
1857, by drafting the Normal School law, which is regarded
by its friepds as being unsurpassed by any legislation on this
s~ubject, either in Europe or America. In February, 1858,
the subje t of this notice had the honor of being elected
Mayor of I he city of Lancaster, the duties of which office he
discharge4 for one ye,~r. In 1860 he ,vas again called upon
to admini4ter the school system of the State; and in 1864
was appoihted by Governor Curtin Superintendent of Sol·
diers' Orp ans' Schools, and established these institutions in
different arts of the State. In 1869 he was elected Presi·
dent of th Agricultural Oollege, located in Centre county, a
position h held until his death. In the latter part of the year
1870 he sJld and disposed of his interest in the Pennsylvania
School Jo~rnal, to J. P. Wickersham and J. P. McOaskey.
To Mr. ~urrowes belongs, we think, fairly, the honor of
being entitled the father of the Pennsylvania Free School
System. \He did more to place it upon a permanent basis
than any bther citizen of the State, and tIle present shape
that it hasl been made to occupy is chiefly to be attributed
to his st*dious care 'and indefatigable management. He
was also the author of the "Pennsylvania State Book," a
work of I uch research. Mr. Burrowes died March 25th,
1871.

BUYE S, JOHN, a member of the Legislature in the
years 182 ) 1826 and 1827.

I
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CALDW-ELL, ANDREW*, was born in Scotland, and emi
grated to this country prior to the year 1718. He

obtained a warrant for 285 acres of land, which lies on the
old Philadelphia road, near the line between Leacock and
Salisbury. He was united in marriage in the year 1718
with Ann Stewart. He was a worthy member of the Pres
byterian church. It was partly owing to his exertions and
assistance that the old Presbyterian meeting-house was first
established at Pequea, about the year 1730. He departed
this life in the year 1'752, and was buried at that place.

*CALDWELL, ANDREW, his son, was born in the year
1722, and was joined in marriage with Isabella Andrews, in
the year 1747, and died in the year 1768.

*CALDWELL, ANDREW, his grandson, was born in the
year J.748, and in the year !_1~4 was united in marriage with
Ann Buyers, of Salisbury. He died in the year 1825, aged
77 years. His great grandsons, Andrew and William Cald
well, of Salisbury, (who are now far advanced in years), still
hold the property. He built the first public house on the
old Philadelphia road, called the Hat Tavern, which is
standing as a private residence to the present day.

CALDWELL, JAMES A., was-engaged in the slate quar
rying business, at Peach Bottom. He was elected a meln
ber of the State Senate in the year 1837. The senatorial
district was at that time composed of the counties of Lancas
ter and York.

CALD'VELL, JAMES, a citizea of Bart township, and a
me,mber of the Legislature for the years 1819 and 1828.

*9.ALDWELL, REV. DAVID, D.D., son of Andrew and
Ann Caldwell, was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylva
nia, in the year 1725. He stuaied with a Mr. Smith, some
where in the eastern part of Pennsylvaij.ia, who kept a classi.
cal school, (and who was probably the father of the Rev.
Samuel Stanhope Smith, D.D., afterwards President of the

*Contributed by Isaac Walker, of Sadsbury.
11
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College of ew Jersey); and for the purpose of accomplish
ing his obj ct, in the pursuit of knowledge, and in order to
complete h s studies, which he pursued vvith much avidity,
he relinqui hed to his younger brothers all claim to any share
in his father's estate, on condition that they would furnish
him the m~ans to carry him through college, with which
propositi04 they readily complied.

In contefnplating the character and tracing the progress
of any mall 'vvho has filled a large share in the public eye,
and for a; tiroo swayed the destinies of millions, or who
has ip. a mqre silent and unobtrusive way exerted a salutary
and pern1a*ent iniluence over mankind, we feel son1e grati..
fication in ~nowillg by what reasons he was led to pursue
the course -Which he did, or take any important step in that
direction; but in this case we are left to rnere conjecture,
from whicbJ no certain conclusions can be drawn, nor any
confirmatioF, of principles derived; but it seems probable
that about this tinle he illade a profession of religion. lIe
graduated 4t the College of Ne\v Jersey, in the year 1761,
at the age qf thirty~six years, and was ordained a minister
of the Gos~e], at Princeton, the year follovving, and in the
year 1765 as appointed by the Presbytery of Philad.elphia
to labor as a n1issionary in the ohurches of North Carolina,
including t ose of which he soon after\vards becarne pastor.
In visiting the counties lying between the Yac1kin and
Cata\vba ri ers, as well as in Guilford, he found many from
Lancaster ounty, whom he had. known in his youth, and
while therelhe formed, or rather rene\ved, an acquaintance
with Rach~l, the third daughter of the Rev. Alexander
Craighead, lof 1fecklenburg, whom he had known in her
Childh()Od,~~n Lancaster county, and they were united in
marriage i the year 1766, \¥hich had an ilnportant bearing
on his com ort and usefulness through subsequent life, with
whom he Ii ed until his death, and by whom he had eight
sons and o~e daughter, who lived to maturity, and survived
him, (besid¢s three or four who died in their infancy), five
;being bor~ within the sp:1ce of two years. During the
Revolutiontry war, part of which time her husband had to
conceal hintself to save his life, whi<;h had been imperiled
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by the sermons he had preached advocating the Revolution
and encouraging the men of his congregations to volunteer
in the service of their country. His wife was turned out
of the house while it was occupied by British officers, and
her only habitation, with her infants, was an old smoke
house, with nothing whatever to subsist upon except a few
dried apples and dried peaches, which vvere found among the
ruhbish; and in this suffering condition she was treated with
great severity and indignity by the inferior officers, until
after the battle of Guilford Court~house. •

He had been,Jnstalled pastor of the churches at Buffalo
and Alamance, long before the war, and in that station he
labored for about aixty years; and in the meantime he
labored on his plantation, and ditched and drained the
swamps and lo,v lands on his farm with his own hands.
The people of his congregations) at the time of their organi
zation, were mostly from his o"vn county of Lancaster, and
had rernoved there before him; many of them had known
him from his childhood; they had been taught at the same
school and \vorshipped at the same sanctuary.

A company had been formed in Lancastpr and Chester
counties, called the Nottingham Oompany, which sent out
their agents and purchased a large area of land, in what is
now Guilford county, near tbe waters of Buffalo and Reedy
Fork; and when they were making their arrangements to
change their residence, (which was about the tillle he com
menced his educa.tion), they made a conditional agreement
with him that, if Providence permitted, when he obtained
license to preach, he would come out and be their preacher.
In connection with the rninistry, he established a classical
school, and being a thqrough scholar himself, many of hig
scholars becanle eminent as statesmen, lawyers, judges,
physicians and ministers of the Gospel; five of his scholars
became Governors of different States, many more became
members of Congress, and more than forty ministers were
educated, in whole or in part, at his school, which served
the Carolinas for many years both before and after the Revo..
lution, as an Academy, College and T'heological Seminary.
He took an active and leading part in the great struggle for
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American !,Independence, and had to undergo great hard
ships, sUff~ring and imprisonment, while the British army
was encallljped on his plantation, under Cornwallis.

A.mong ithe many incidents which have been recorded or
this remarkable man, and the many anecdotes which have
been told poncerning him, we filay, perhaps, find room for
this one, ftr the purpose of illustrating the character of the
man, and which called for the exercise of his different quali
ties. Ab9ut the time that Cornwallis' army was at one side
of his plac~ and General Greene's forces were passing on the
other side, r'wo of the enemy came to the house" of his brother,
Alexander Caldwell, (who was absent with Greene's army),
on a fora~ing excursion, in the evening about dusk; the
one an o~cer and the other a common soldier, who com
menced adting very rudely, seizing "\vhatever they could
carry awa,t, ordering their suppers, &c. Mrs. Alexander
Oaldwell irpmediately sent over a nlessenger, requesting the
advice of the Rev. Doctor, who sent her back: word that she
must treat Ithem politely and furnish thenl the best supper
her house I could afford, only she must be careful to take
notice wh~re they put their guns, and set the table in the
other end 4f the house; and in the meantime, he would go
over and c~nceal himself behind a certain haystack. While
the men 'fere in the other end of the house, demolish
ing the viafdS on the "table, without fearing any danger, he
went quiet y into the other apartment, took up one of their
guns, whic was loaded, and stepping to the door of the room
in which t~ey were so conlfortably employed, and present...
ing ,arms, trld them at the sanle time that if they attempted
to resist or! make their escape, that their lives would, be for
feited. As,ueither of them cared to die just at the time,
they surrerldered at discretion, and he marched them over to
his own h04se, where he det.ained them over night, and in the
morning p,t them on their parole, by making them take a
solemn oat~ on the family Bible that they would not again
take up ar$s against the United States, nor in any way as
sist the Br~tish or the Tories, which promise they kept hon
orably, anct returned to him on the day appointed. After
the war wa~ over, he was chosen a Inember of the conven-
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tion which adopted the Federal Constitution, and also a
member of the convention which framed the Constitution of
the State of North Carolina; and when the Synod of the
Carolinas held its first meeting, which was held at Oentre
church, in the year 1778, a committee was appointed, con·
sisting of five ministers and five elders, for the purpose of
addressing a circular letter to the churches under the care of
the Synod, and of this committee the Rev. Dr. Caldwell was

appointed chairman. He continued to preach in his congre ..
gations until the year 1820, and lived until the 25th of
August, 1824, when he bid ~dieu to earth in the one hun
dredth year of his age.

CAMERON, JAMES, a brother of Simon Cameron, was
born in Maytown, Lancaster county. He was for a time a
partner in the Lycoming Gazette, and in the year 1829
obtained control of the Lancaster Sent£nel. In 1839 he was
appointed Superintendent of Motive Power on the Columbia
Railroad, in room of Andrew Mehaffey. He was in 1843
appointed Deputy Attorney General of the Mayor's Court,
in room of S. Humes Porter, resigned. Through various and
successive steps, he worked his way in life from orphanage
and poverty up to distinction and position in society. He
held the position of colonel in the late civil waf, and was
killed at the first battle of Bull Run. A correspondent,
speaking of the repulse of the Union arnlY at Bull Run says:
"CoL CameroD, who had repeatedly rallied his men, seemed
paralyzed at this new reverse; he dropped his sword from
his hand and looked a moment at the retreating mass. Some
of his men still fired, and vvhen one of his lieutenants came
forward for orders about the wounded soldiers, he turned
suddenly towards him, faced the battery, and at the same
instant a minie bullet pierced his breast. He fell without
a groan. After his fall, the rout became complete, and
night saw the disheartened ~rmy in full retreat toward Fort
Corcoran.

CAMERON, SIMON, was born March 8th, 1799, at May..
town, Lancaster county, Pennsylvania. He traces his descent
on the paternal side, from the Camerons of Scotland, who
shared their fortunes with the unfortunate Charles Edward,
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whose starlof hope sunk on the field of Culloden.. Donald
Cameron, ~is great grandfather, was a participant in that
memorablt battle, and having escaped the carnage, made his
way to A\ffierica, arriving about 1745-6.. He after\vards
fought un~er the gallant Wolfe upon the heights of l\braham.
On his m~ternal side, Sirnon Cameron: is descended from
Conrad pfoutz, one of those sturdy German ProtestaNts
whose fait! no terrors could conquer. An exile from his
native Ian for conscience' sake, he sought the western wilds,
and was £, r a time the companion of that fained Indian
fighter, Ca~t. Samuel Brady, the history of whose life is more
captivatin§ than romance.

When t~e subject of our sk:etch was about nine years of
age, his patents removed from Lancaster to North um.berland
tounty, an~ his father .dying soon after, he was early cast
upon his o[wn exertions. Having an unquenchable fon~ness

for books,i young Cameron ,vas able to perceive no other
means so l~kely to satiate his appetite as a printing office, it
$eeming td him the chief centre of thought in the community
in which destiny had fixed his lot. He therefore entered,
in 1815, ~s an apprentice to th~ printin~ business i~ the
town of S*nbury, "'''here he contInued Ulltil 181'7. HIS em
ployer at t~lis time proving unfortunate in a financial aspect,
his office tas closed, and our apprentice, now being out of
employmeft, was compelled to seek a situation elsewhere.
lIe accorqingly nlade his way, on foot, to Harrisburg,
and after ponsiderable disappointment ,'{as received as an
apprenticelin the office of James Peacock, of that place.

On attaiping his rnajority he located at Doylesto\vn, Penn
sylvania, and in January, 1821, began the publication of the
Bucks Oourty Messenger.. ~s editor of this paper he evinced
a breadth 0f inforrnation which, in .view of his limited advan
tages, seeqed astonishing. In :Afarch of the saIne year he
entere<d in~o partnership with the publisher of the Doylestown
Democrat, ~nd the firm merged their papers into the Bucks
County Democrrat" whose publication they continued till the
close of th~ year 1821, Vw,hen the paper was sold to Gen. W.
T. Roger~.. Cameron started for Harrisburg, and again
obtained ernplo}Tment as a journeyrnan printer, and the fol-.
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lowing year we find him in the employ of Messrs. Gales &
Seaton, publishers of the National Intell1·gencer, at Washing
ton, D. C.

In 1823 Simon Cameron returned to his native State, and
was married to Miss Brua, of Harrisburg. In the same
year be became one of the publishers of the Reporter, a
Democratic paper printed at Harrisburg. He was also
elected State printer, and received from Governor Shulze
the appointment of Adjutant General of Pennsylvania.

The poor printer was now become a man of mark. His
official and business connections introduced him to the lead
ing men of the State, and he soon came to be recognized as
one of the shrewdest business men of the ,vhole country.
His utilitarian character no,v unfolded itself, and shortly
afterwards he obtained a leading position in the financial
institutions with which be was connected."

He early became conspicuous in the public improven1ent
enterprises of the State; and the projection of the Ifarrisburg,
Mt. Joy and Lancaster Railroad, is the excogitation of his
brain. His energy and ability vast]y contributed towards
the completion of this public enterprise. In recognition of
his efficiency in this particular, he \vas chosen President of
the road. The Lebanon Valley Railroad ,vas another mon
ument of his sagacity and foresight. The Northern Central
Railroad, from Harrisburg to Sunbury, was another of his
developed conceptions, which, with the Tide 'Vater Oanal
and other improvements, are sufficient to give hiln a front

. rank amongst the useful and enterprising citizens of the
commonwealth.

In 1845, after the inauguration of James K. Polk, the
position of Secretary of State was tendered to James
Buchanan, then one of the United State Senators from Penn
sylvania in Congress. A successor was to be chosen to
fill Buchanan's place in the Senate. SilTIOn Oameron was
the man who, at this time, in recognized sympathy ,vith the.
Democratic party~ was selected for this position as the repre
sentative of the wing of the party which favored the policy
of a protective tariff. George W. Woodward was, however,
the caucus nOlninee of the Democrats; this party being at
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the time strongly in the majority. The Whigs consented
to unite thtir strength upon Cameron, because of his known
tariff sym~athies. By the union, therefore, of the Whigs
and a part pf the Democrats, the subject of our sketch was
elected to t~e United States Senate.

In 1857]General Cameron was again a candidate for the
United St~tes Senate, and succeeded ~n being elected over
John W. Forney, then universally conceded as one of the
shrewdest JPemocratic politicians in Pennsylvania.

Upon th~ election of Abraham Lincoln, in the year 1860,
the distant found of an approaching storm became instantly
audible in ~he southern horizon. As soon as the new Presi
ident assunied the helrn of state, on the 4th of March, 1861,
and began to look around him for those in whom he should
repose his pounsels in the troubled state of the nation, he
tendered th

t
'port-folio of the war department to the subject

of our sket h. General Cameron became Secretary of War
at a period hen all the signs of the times indicated an un
precedente~ hurricane upon the American continent. It
came with ~he bombardment of Fort Sumpter, on the morn..
ing of the'~2th of April, 1861, and ilnmediately the bugle
blasts of w~r arose, both North and South, and the period
which follo~ed requjred of the War Secretary a coolness,
sagacity an~ vigor of will, that the exigencies of the nation
had never Ibefore demanded. General Oameron at once
evinced his ~ppreciation of the magnitude of the difficulties
to be encouptered, and showed a determination of resistance
that the cris~s required. In accordance with his plans, an army
was soon organized, and the Northern States were placed upon
a military f~oting that amply shielded and assured the per
petuity of t e Federal Union. The position was, however, a
perplexing ne for even the steadiest nerves, and our Secre
tary retired from the post in January, 1862, and was ap
pointed to he important diplomatic position of Minister to
Russia.

In 1867 eneral Cameron was, for the third time, elected
to the Unit d States Senate, a position he still contin ues to
fill.

As a politician, General Cameron ranks as one of the most
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shrewd and sagacious in the United States; and for years
has been recognized as exerting a powerful influence in the
political machinery of the nation. His devotion to his
friends knows no bounds; and hence, in a great measure,
flows his great strength as a leader in the workings of poli
tics. From this cause is it that he has been able to attach
to his interests men of both political parties; and those en
rolling thernselves under his standard are not forgotten
when victory perches upon his banners.

CARPENTER, ABRA.HAM, was a citizen of Strasburg
township, and an in:fluential and leading man of his time.
He was a farmer. He was a member of the Legislature in
the years 1790, 1791, 17~2, 1793, 1795,1796 and 1797. He
was elected a n1ember of the State Senate in the year 1798.
He died March 4th, 1815, in the 57th year of his age.

CARPENTER, CHA.RLES, was a member of the Legisla·
ture in the years 1842 and 1843.

CARPENTER, CHRISTIAN, was elected Sheriff of Lan
caster county in 1799. He was the father of William Car
penter, late Prothonotary of the county, who was elected
in 1857. Wm. Carpenter has for many years been the lead..
ing scrivener and conveyancer of Lancaster city.

CARPENTER, ED\VA"RD, was born in Lancaster county,
and emigrated to the northwestern territory about the year
1800. In 1802 he was chosen a member of the Ohio Con
vention that framed the State Constitution. Afterwards he
was appointed a Judge of the Court of Common Pleas of
Fairfield county, Ohio, and held this position for several
years. I-Ie filled many minor positions, and all ,vith great
acceptability. He died 1faTch 20th, 1822, in the 79th year
of his age.

CARPENTER, EMA.NUEL, was a member of the Legisla
ture in the years 1755,1756,1757,1758, 1759, 1760, 1761,
1762, 1763, 1764, 1765, 1766, 1767, 1768, 1769, 1770 and
1771. He was for nlany years a Justice of the Peace, and
President of the Ju~tices' County Court, a position he held
up to his death, in 1780. He was the grandfather of
Emanuel C. Reigart. The following shows the manner in
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which his: public services were appreciated by his fellow
'citizens : j
To Ernanu l Oarpenter, esq., late one of the Representatives in the A8

sembly jot the County of Lancaster:

SIR: TIlt burgesses, a~sistants, &c., of the borough of Lancaster
met this da , at the request of a number of the reputable inhabitants
of the boro gh, and being sensible of your services as one of the Repre
,sentatives fpr the county of Lancaster in the General Assembly of the
Province, tlttese seventeen years past, have directed that the thanks of
the corpora~ionbe offered to you, with the assurance of their approba
tion of your steady and uniform conduct in that station. And, as you
have declinJd serving your country in that capacity, I aln charged to
mention, that it is the earnest wish of the inhabitants of Lancaster that
you may bel continued in the COlllmission of the peace and a judge in
Our county, :where you have so long presided, and deservedly acquired
.and snpportied the character of an upright and impartial magistrate, &0.

By order ~f the Burgesses and Assistants.
I

[Signed,] CASPER SHAFFNER, Town Clerk.
Lancaste~, October 3, 17&/2.

CARP:'N'J.:'ER, E1fANUEL, JR., was a member of the Legis
lature in he years 1777, 1780, 1784, 1785 and 1786.

CARP ,NTER, HENRY, a Commissioner of Lancaster
county, elected in 1823.

CARP~NTER,DR. HENRY, was a leading and prominent
physician lof Lancast8r COUI:!ty. He lived near Lampeter,
and establfshed a large botanical garden, into which he in
troduced ~ fine assortment of rare and costly plants that Were

exotics in jthis section of country.

CARPENTER, DR. HENRY, was born December 10th,
1819, in bancaster, in the same hou~e he now occupies. His
father ,va~ named Henry, and he is tbe great grandson of
Heinrich izimmerman (Carpenter), the first founder of the
numerous Carpenter family in Lancaster county. His edu
cation '\ias obtained in the select schools of the city, and
afterward~ he went to the Lancaster County Academy. He
read medi~ine in the office of Dr. Samuel Humes, and began
the practibe of medicine. in ~farch, 1841. He immediately
obtained dhandsome practice in the profession. He was one
of the foubders of the Lancaster County Medical Society, in
1844, and its first Secretary, a position he held for several
years. In 1855 he was elected President of the Society.
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He has been Secretary and Vice President of the State
lYIedical Society, and is now one of the Board of Censors for
the Eastern district of Pennsylvania. He was President of
the Select Branch of Oity Councils for nearly twenty years,
and has been an active and influential nlember of the Lan·
caster School Board for about sixteen years. For many years
he has served as one of the directors of the Lancaster Gas
Company, and also of the Lancaster County Insurance Com
pany. He has, for a long time, been a director of the Cone
stoga Steam ~Iills Company, and since their sale, in 1857,
one of the principal owners. He was one of the firm that
built No. 4 cotton milL He was one of the originators of
the Conestoga Turnpike Company, and its President since
the organization.

He is Qne of the principal physicians of the city of Lan
-caster, and enjoys a large and very lucrative practice. He
was the chosen physician of the late Jarnes Buchanan,
Thaddeus Ste.vens,Ool. Reah Frazer, and others of our lead..
ing citizens.

CARPENTER, JACOB, a member of the Legislature for
the years 1765, +.766,1767,1769,1772 and 1781.

OARPENrrER, JACOB, was elected three times Treasurer
of Pennsylvania. He was appointed January 13th, 1800,
by.Governor McKean, Clerk of the Orphans' Oourt of Lan·
caster county. He died February 13th, 1803, in the 36th
year of his age.

OARPENTER, JOEL, ~ member of the Legislature in the
years 1814 and 1815.

CARPENTEl{, DR. JOlIN, also a leading physician of the
.county. He lived near Earlville, and hi~ services in his
professional line were sought for by persons from a great
distance. He lies buried in the old Carpenter graveyard,
near Earlville.

CARPENTER, MICHAEL, sqn of Samuel Carpenter, ,vas
born September 22nd, 1796, in Warwick to\vnship, Lancas·
ter county, Pennsylvania. lIe removed with his father to
Lancaster, in 1807, and learned th~ business of a turner.
J3ecoming involved in speculative enterprises in which he
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met with :eavy losses, he turned his attention to the writing
of deeds ~nd other instruments of legal transactions; in a
word, he ~ecame a scrivener. In this career he seemed to
have foun& the business for which he was best fitted; and in
the year 1843 he was elected Mayor of the city of Lancas
ter, and bJttsucceSSive reelections continued to fill this office
up to 185 .

In statu e, unlike his father, he was not corpulent, but
rather of spare build. He was of a feeble rather than of a
robust co~'stituti()n. In disposition he was kind and gentle~
yet grave and serene in his demeanor. He was a man of
a high or er of integrity and moral worth, and a devoted
and humbte Ohristian. He was of industrious and steady
habits, an~ devoted himself sedulously and constantly to
business u~til overtaken by disease (pulmonary consump
tion), which caused his qeatb, August 5th, 1861.

CARPEiNTER, SAMUEL, was born Noven1ber 11th, 1765,
in Lancast~r county Pennsylvania. lIe was bronght '*p to
the busine~s of agriculture, which he followed for many
years, and 'Iup to April 1807, when he removed to Lancaster
for the putpose of having better opportunities for the edu
cation of ~is children. Here he engaged for some years in
the busine,s of inn-keeping; Lancaster at the time being the
seat of the i,State government, and a great resort for strangers .
from all p~rts of' the StatM. He vvas appointed an Alder
man, and n t long thereafter was elected Mayor of the city of
Lancaster, position to which he ,vas freq llently reelected..

In appe ance he was not tall, but of medium beight and
quite corp lent. He nlade an excellent magistrate, being
possessed of strong native sense, and a clear understanding
of right a4d wrong. His opinions of law were remarkably
accurate. ~n conversation he was affable and exceedingly
friendly, a id he enjoyed the high esteem of all who knew
him.

CARTE , RICHARD, was one of the early settlers of
Warwick ownship. He was a native of Warwickshire,
England, a d elnigrated to Lancaster county at an early day.
It was thropgh his influence that ·'lVar\vick township was
named in hrnor of his native county in England. He died
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July 9th, 1750, aged 81 years. He lies buried at the Union
Meeting House, in Warwick township.

CASSEL FAMILY. r~Phe first family of Cassels emigrated
to this country, from Hesse Cassel" Germany, about the
year 1680, and settled at Germantown, near Philadelphia,
then a small town; at this place the Mennonites, of which
the Cassel fanlily were nlelnbers, had a ehurch and regular
preaching. An incident occurred about this period going to
show, in a very striking manner, the simplicity of the church
at this time. A letter came from Europe to the Cassels that a
large legacy was left them by the death of a relative, amount ...
ing to nearly a million of dollars, and that they should
send out and get the treasure. A church council was called
and the matter freely discussed, when it was decided by a
unanimous vote not to receive the rnoney, as it would have
a tendency to make them proud. Sinlplicity of lnanner,
plainness of dress, frugality, honesty and economy were some
of tl!e characteristics of this people. Abraham Cassel, with
an elder brother, heard that there was fine land in Lancaster
county, and about the :year 1750 these two emigrated to this
county and located near Sporting Hill, in Rapho township,
then a wild wilderness. Their fortune consisted of a good
axe, strong consti~ution,and a firm and detern1ined purpose.
Trees were soon felled to the ground, and a log house erected
on the banks of the Back run, vvhere there was a good
meadow, well adapted for grazing and -raising stock. Here
Abraham Cassel, the second, was born; and on the 18th of
April, 1775, was married to Esther Weiss, and from this
union the follo"ving children were born: Henry Uassel,
March 12th, 17·76; Maria Cassel, December 13th, 1779;
Abraham Oassel, December 14th, 1782.

Henry Cassel, the oldest son, located at Marietta, where
he was one of the leading men, and greatly instrumental in
building up that town. He was President of the old Marietta
Bank. He built the house now occupied by Mr. Watt, then
one of the most costly buildings in the county. He had three
children; the youngest, A. N. Cassel, who was a member of
the Legislature in the years 1838 and 1839, and is now one
-of the wealthiest and most honored citizens of Marietta.
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Maria, he second child, was married to a man named
Kauffman, and located near Manheim, in Penn township;
they had two children. Abraham, the only son, has been
one of the Ileading rnen of the county for many years.

AbrahaJ\n Cassel, the youngest of these three children,.
owned an~ conducted a farm in Rapho township, the old
p.omestead~ He was a man of very marked character, and a
sound and

j
practical think:er. He served in several public

positions, tnd was a director of the poor of Lancaster county.
His familY1 consisted of three sons and two daughters. The
oldest son,' Dr. John H. Oassel, studied medicine with Dr.
Wasbingtcin L. Atlee, and aftervvards located at Pittsburg,
where he as highly respected. Emanuel Cassel, the second
son, is a fa mer and resides near lVlt. Joy, greatly esteemed by
his neighb. rs for his generosity and kindness of heart. The
only living daughter is I-Ietty Ann, married to John K. Barr.
They resid near Salunga. Jacob E. Cassel, the youngest
son, was b ,1"n January 22nd, 1822. lie was elected a !V.em
ber of the :Ijegislature in October, 1859. Upon the break
ing out of ~he rebellion he enlisted as a private in Ham
bright's 79th regiment, P. V., but arriving in camp, he was
appointed 0 the position of Quartermaster, which he held
up to Oct ber 9th, 1862, when he vvas captured by the
enemy. pon his release, infirm health induced him to
r~tire from the army.

'CASSID , DR. PATRICK, was born September 22d, 1810,
in Butler pounty, Ohio, where his early life was passed.
While a young man, he spent some time engaged in teach
ing school.: In 1835 he removed to the city of Lancaster,
and soon eptered upon the practice of his pr()fession. He
long maint,ined the rank of one of the most skillful physi
cians of th~ county of Lancaster. During all his lifetime he
was a stud~nt, and ever a\vake to all discoveries and im
provement iin the science of medicine. He kept himself in
formed as to the invention of new surgical instruments as·
they made their appearance, or to any new method of treat..
ing disease rwhich promised more effectually to relieve suffer
ing or pres~rve life, thus proving a true physician instead of'
a mere fossi~ in the profession. "The older I grow," he once.
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}'emarked, "the less medicine I prescribe. I have long made'
it the careful ru.le of my practice, to give absolutely as little
medicine a,s possible."

Dr. Cassidy was one of the most efficient and active mem..
bers of the School Board of Lancaster city, and he spent
considerable sums of money in the purchase of books on
the art and science of teaching. He labored in this sphere
out of an abiding love for the system of popular education..
He was the Republican candidate for Mayor of the city of
Lancaster, in 1862 and 1863, but owing to the popularity of
his competitor, was defeated. He died in the year 1864.

CHAMBERS, Sl'EPIIEN, ,vas a leading lawyer in his day,
and was admitted to the bar in 1780. He was a delegate to
the convention in 1787, which ratified, on the part of Penn
sylvania, the Federal Constitution. lIe was killed in a duel
which he fought with Dr. Reger.

CHAMPNEYS, BE~JA~IIN, was born in Curnberland
county, in New Jersey. His ancestors caIne up the DeJa·,
ware before Penn's Oharter, with J 01n Fen \vick, the grantee
of the province of 'l,·t est New Jersey, and landed at Salem..
One of these ancestors, ]~dward Chalnpneys, was Fenwick's
son-in-law, and aideJ '\Villiarn Penn in establishing a proper
and just government, and was instrurnental in settling a
controversy betvveen the proprietary and Byllinge, who had
a large interest in the lands of the province. The father of
Benjarnin Champneys, an only son, spent his early life and
was educated in Philadelphia, graduate~ at the University,
and sailed from that port in the "Philadelphia" as a surgeon
under C0111ffiOdore Stephen Decatur.

The subject of this notice ,vas placed under a tutor at nine·
years of age, and remained under instruction for several
years; subsequently, he entered the Sophonl0re class at
Princeton, where he remained till the decease of his father.
He theu entered the office of Chief Justice Ewing, of New
Jersey, and remained there for six months; and at the sug..
gestion of his guardian, Oolonel Potter, of Philadelphia, he
removed to Lancaster. He became a law student of George
B. Porter, esq., and, after three years of study, was adulitted to
the bar. He soon established himself in his profession and

,
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secured £ r himself a lucrative practicp. In the autumn of
1825 he ! as nominated by the Democratic party and elected
a memben of the House of Representatives. He 'was again
elected inl the year 1828, and discharged the duties of both.
sessions Jith credit to himself and to the satisfaction of his
constituents.
, In 183

1
1

he was appointed by Governor Porter, President
Judge of he Courts of Lancaster county, and discharged the
duties of this office for three years and a half. \Vhile yet
judge, he lwas nominated by' the Democratic Convention of
Lancaster'l county for the office of State Senator, and there-
upon tendered his resignation of the President Judgeship, to
take effect before the election. He was elected Senator in
1842, and served the usual term of three years. Before the
e.XPiratiotof his Senatorial term, he was appointed Attorney
General f the Common\vealth, by Governor Shunk, and
held this ffice until the decease of the G'overnor.

Benjamiin Champneys acted with the Democratic party up
to the b~eaki.ng out of the Southern rebellion, when he
ranged hitnself on the side of those who favored a vigorous
prosecutiqn of the war for the suppression of the rebellien,
and thus became identified with the Republican party, with
which he! afterwards acted. In 1862 he was nominated
by the Republican party and elected to the House of
Representatives, and'in 1863 was nominated and elected to
to the State Senate. He discharged the duties of these posi
tions wit~ a conscientious regard for what, in his opinion,
duty reqJired of him. Since the termination of his official
career as I a 'State Senator, he was engaged in no active
business. i

Benjart-n Champnejs long ranked as one of the leading
lawyers 0 the Lancaster bar, and for many years the amount
of legal b! siness transacted by him was, perbaps~ surpassed
by no me~ber of the bar in the county. He, indeed, ranked
amongst ~he ablest of his profession in Pennsylvania. He
died August 9th, 1871, aged 71 years.

CLARK, BRICE, a native of the county of Derry, Ireland,
emigrated to America and first settled in New Castle, Dela
ware. lIe moved thence to Leacock, Lancaster county, and
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afterwards to East DonegaL He was elected a member of
the Legislature in the year 1794. He died in 1819.

CLARK, ROBERT, a member of the Legislature in the
year 1784.

CLARK, THOMA.S, an Associate Judge of Lancaster county,
appointed in 1813.

CLARKSON, REV. JOSEPH, was born in Philadelphia,
and was the son of Dr. Gerardus· Clarkson, a prominent
physician of· that city, and an influential rnember of the
Protestant Episcopal Church. During the early part of the
revolutionary war Mr. Clarkson attended a classical school,
then of great repute, kept by Dr. Robert Smith, a Presbyterian
clergyman, in Lancaster county, Pa. He graduated at the
University of Pennsylvania in 1782, and received the degree
of Master of Arts from the College of New Jersey, 1785.

Having studied for the minist~y he was admitted to Dea
con's Orders in 17Sg, being the first ordained by Bishop
White after his return from England, whith~ he had gone
for consecration. During that year he acted as Secretary to
the House of Bishops and began his ministry in Philadelphia,
removing thence in about three years to Wilmington, Dela
ware, where he officiated in the Old Swede's Church until
1799. In April of that year he accepted a call to St. James'
Church, Lancaster, Pa., where he remained u:o.til the time of
his death, January 25, 1830. He was a man well beloved by
his parishioners, and had during his long life a very peaceful
ministry. His remains lie in St. James' churchyard.

*CLEMSON FAMILY. The Olemson family were amongst
the most worthy pioneers who opened up the wilderness
north of the Gap mountain and the valley of the Pequea,
(now Salisbury township), and they were also among the most
eminent members of' the Society of Friends, at the time that
the old Sadsbury meeting was first established, in the year
1724.

James Clemson, the first, emigrated from Birmingham,
England, near the close of the seventeenth century, having
embraced the doctrines of the Friends. He purchased 636
acres of land in the valley of the Pequea, on which he

*Contributed by Isaac Walker, of Sadsbury.
12
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settled. 18 warrant bears date the 18th of May, 1716.
He left th ee sons and three daughters, viz: James, John
and Thorn s; Hannah, (married to ~~oseph Haynes), MarYr .'
(married tp Henry Gest), and R,ebecca Clemson. He died in
the- year lr30, and his lands were divided among his sons.
James cli'mson, the second, purchased 200 acres of his
father'~ tr ct, from his b.fothers a~d sisters, in the year 1731,
on WhlCh e erected a three-storIed stone dwelling house,
lately occ~pivd by his great great grandson, Da:vis Clemson,
now deceased, and which is the oldest residence now stand
ing in Salikbury township. He was for rLany years a public
speaker add a \vorthy member of society, and his name fre
quently ap~earson the records of Sadsbury meeting. In the
year 1740 Varnes Clemson and Anthony Shaw were appointed
l'epresenta~ives from Sadsbury, to represent that monthly
meeting inl the quarterly nleeting of Friends, at Old Ohester.

His son" i James Clemson, the third, was born in Lancaster
county, in ~he Ytiar 1727, and in 1749 was joined in rnarriage
,with Marg'aret, daughter of Stepllen IIeard, of Sadsbury.
He was an ~arly advocate of Aluerican independence, and was
commissio~eda Justice of the Peace before the Revolution.
He was elected a delegate to a general county convention
in the yeat 1774, to take into consideration the resol~s of
the CGntin ntal Congress, and the question being put, for or
against re istance to British tyranny, James Clemson, John
"\Vhitehill, of Leacock, and Robert Bailey, of Sadsbury,
voted in t e affirrnative. On the 5th of January, 1775, he
vtas electe to represent Lancaster county in the Provincial
Conventio ,at Philadelphia. He was also appointed on the
committee of observation and illspection for Lancaster, for
the year 1 ! 75.*

He was ~ nlember of the Legislature of Pennsylvania in
the years .~ 777, 1778· and 1779. lie was appointed and
commissio~eda Justice of the Peace and of the Common
Pleas, in a~d for the county of Lancaster, upon a return
made accoifl.ing to law, from tIle district composed of the
townships 6f Sadsb.ury and Salisbury, in said county, in 1790.
Be had twp sons, James and John, and seven daughters, all

*RufP's History of Lancaster county, pp. 384 and 389.

I
I
I
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of whom were intermarried into the most wealthy and
respectable families of the county. His son, James Clem
son, the fourth, served for many 'years as Justice of the
Peace in Salisbury; also, his grandson, the late well-known
and highly respected James Olemson, esq., the fifth, served
in the saIne capacity. It was an old saying, that "the
Olemsons always keep one squire in the family." His great
grandson, James Olemson, the sixth, is no·w an extensive
cattle dealer in the city of Philadelphia, and his descendants
in the county are both nUlnerous and respectable, and
among their nUlnber we find the Mcdauleys, the McCaus
lands, the Sanlples, the Skiles', the Ellmakers, the I-Iender
sons, the Buckleys, the \;Vatsons, of Donegal; the Pattersonst

of Mount Joy; the 1fcNeils, a~d the Buyers, of Salisbury;
Isaac Atlee, the son of CoL Atlee; the Whitehills, the Bakers,
and many of the most respectable families il1l Lancaster and
Chester counties. Thomas Clemson (or vVilliam), the grand
son of John Clemson, (and brother of the Rev. Baker
Olernson), was an erninent chemist, and was married to
a daughter of the distinguished statesman John O. Calhoun, of
South Carolina. Davis Ulernson, the grandson of Judge Clem
son, until his death occupied the old homestead, which was
erected by his great great grandfather, about the year 1735.

CLINTON, JOSEPH, was born February 18th, 1800, in
Lampeter township, Lancaster county, Pennsy lvania. His
father was of English descent, and his mother of German.
His education was very limited indeed, he having picked up
by degrees all the informatio~ by means of which he has
been enabled to pass through life. He first learned the hat
ting business in Lancaster, and worked at the same for near
forty years. During 'part 0f this time he lived at New Hol
land and thence moved to Elizabethtown, Lancaster county,
Pennsylvania. On the 20th of Dece,mber, 1824, he :married
Parmelia, daughter of John and Margaret Diffenderff:er, of
New Holland. In the fall of 1854 he was elected to the
office of Clerk of the Orphans' Court, and discharged the
duties of the same for three years. He was, in 1850, ap
pointed Deputy Marshal for taking the census of part of
Lancaster county.
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COCHI1AN, RICHARD E., M. D., was born at Bohemia
Manor, ne~r Middleto,vn, New Oastle county, Delaware, on
the 9th dftJ of September, A. D. 1785. His father, de
scended o~ Scotch-Irish stock from the north of Ireland, was
a farmer ail-d land-owner in comfortable circumstances. The
son, after ~assing his earlier years engaged in agricultural
pursuits 0e his father's farm, obtained an education, includ
ing an ac~uaintancewith the Latin and Greek languages, at
an academy at Newark, Delaware; and choosing the medi
cal profes~ion as his pursuit in life, took his degree as doctor
of medici~e at the University of Pennsylvania, from a board
of profess?rs, inclu~ing Rush, Wistar, Dorsey, Physick and
other distt~guished men, in the year 1810 or 1811. He
commencf practice at Mid~letown, Delaware; but having
married in May, 1812, moved to vVilmington, Delaware, in
1813, and Ithere engaged in merc~ntile pursuits, during the
then pending war with Great Britain, during which he vol
unteered t·! the n1ilitary service on the approach of the foe.
In 1817, a ter his father's death, he beeame the owner of part
of his Ian ed estate, and removed'to his place, called Somer
ton, near , iddletown, where he resumed and continued the
practice of his profession until May, 1824. In the meantime
he took a1 acti ve part in political life, on the side of the old
Democrat~c party, and besides other mere local positions,
was twice, in the years 1822 and 1823, elected a member of
the Hous of Representatives of his native State. In May,
1824, he r moved with his family to Columbia, Lancaster
county, a d there continued in an almost unbroken prosecu
tion of prpfessional labor during the remainder of his life.
In 1836 h¢ was nominated and elected a Representative del·
egate front the county, to the convention called to propose
amendments to the constitution of the State, and attended
the sessio1s of that body at Harrisburg and Philadelphia in
'1837-38. I Besides other duties, he discharged those of chair
man of thb committee to revise and adjust the several sec
tions of t~e constitution after the amendments had been
agreed uprn. His life was closed on the 1st day of Septem
ber, 1854,,: when he had nearly attained the 6')th year of his
age, by ani attack of the disease called Asiatic Cholera, which
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at the time raged in that borough, and of which he was one
of the earliest victims, as he had visited professionally and
with characteriAtic fearlessness and devotion the first suffer
ers. He was a ruling elder, and in that character attended
many of the judicatories of the Presbyterian church, whose
communion he had joined before he left his native State, and
remained in until death.

COCHRAN, LIEUTENANT RIel-lARD E., JR., was the third
son of Richard E. Cochran, M. D., and was born on the 16th
day of November, 1817, at Somerton, New Oastle county)
Delaware. His boyhood and youth passed quietly, and in
atttendance upon school in his father's family, in Delaware,
and after his removal at Columbia, until the year 1838, when
he sought and obtained a con1miss1on as Second Lieutenant
in the army of the United States, and was assigned to the
fourth regiment of infantry. In this service he was ordered
:first to Florida, and afterwards to the western border in
Arkansas, and the territory partly now within the State of
Kansas, and arnong the Indian tribes. When the war with
Mexico commenced, in 1846, he joined with his regiment the
forces under the command of General Zachary Taylor, in
Texas. On their march to the Rio Grande, he took part in
the battle at Palo Alto, on the 8th of May, 1846, and was
slain the next day in the battle of Resaca de la PalmaJ

sword jn hand entering the captured entrenchments of the

defeated Mexicans. His body was first interred near the
scene of his death, but was afterwards brought home by his
father and brothers, and placed for final interment in the
cemetery at Columbia, attended by a large military and
civic procession. A Inonument was erected over his grave
by the citizens of the town, who honored his patriotism and
courage, and remembered his kind and genia-l conduct and.
disposition ,vhile his early years were passed in their midst ..
He was married and left a widow and daughter to survive him.

COCHRAN, THEODORE D., was the fourth son of Richard
E. Cochran, M. D., and was born at Somerton, Delaware, on
the 18th day of January, 1821~ Brought by his father to
Columbia, he passed his boyhood and youth there, going t()

school and obtaining a kno,vledge of the art of printing..
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In 1840 h became and continued to be for some time, the
editor of ~he Old Guard, then published at Lancaster, and
then and afterwards wrote largely for the newspaper press,
especially the Columbia Spy and York .Republican, In 1847,
the countr~ being then engaged in war with Mexico, he en
tered the Imilitary service and received a commission as
Lieutenantin the regular line, being attached to the regi
ment kno n as V oltiguers. He marched from Vera Cruz
in the for e commanded by General Cadwallader, taking
part in all! its contests and in the subsequent battles around
Mexico, conspicuously those of Molino del Rey and Chapul..
tepee. H+ remained there in the serviQe until the forces of
the Uniteq States were withdrawn from Mexico at the declar
ation of pence, and~the regiment was disbanded. Previously
to that tirrte, his fellow citizens of Lancaster county elected
him one ot their representatives in the State Legislature, in
which he ~erved thenl during the sessions of 18-1:4 and 1845.
He was re$iding at York when the Southern rebellion broke
out in 18611, and, although still su~'ering from the effects of
hurts and! disease incurred in the Mexican war, he com
menced atian early day to raise a company, which he com
manded i~ a three n10nths tour of duty, and after its close
took a co~mission in a regiment of regular forces, but was

compelled! by ill health to retire from the service. After ~
.lingering nd painful illness he died at the residence of his
oldest bro her, Thomas E. Oochran, at York, on the 26th day
of July, 1 63, and his body is. interred in Prospect Hill
Cemetery, adjoining that borough.

COLE, AN, EDvVARD, son of Robert Coleman, was one
of the wea thiest and most enterprising citizens of Lancaster
in his daY,1 and it was chiefly owing to his enterprise that the
conestogall navigation ,vas Inade a success. He stood high
amongst h"8 fellow citizens, and was honored with numerous
public tru ts. He was elected a member of the Legislature
in the yeats 1818 and 1819. In 1820 he was chosen to a seat
in the St~te Senate of Pennsylvania, and reelected to a
second terfn in the same body. A public dinner was given
hirn by th~ citizens in 1827, before his departure for Europe
in that year.
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COLEMAN, ROBERT, emigrated from Ireland and cameto
Lancaster county, and found employment with Peter Grubby
the proprietor of Hopewell forge.• The following incident in
troduced him, as the story goes, to Grubb's favorable notice:
One of his ~ellow employees desiring an order to be written,
asked Ooleman to write it, and when Grubb saw the order
he inquired who wrote it, and being told that it was a man
by the name of Ooleman, he imrnediately sent for him and
()rdered hiln to be entered as his book.keeper at £100 per
year, Pennsylvania currency. Afterwards, when the Eliza
beth furnace was sold as the prope:r;ty of Baron Steigel, and
was carried on by a cOlnpany, Coleman was employed as its
manager. It was not long till he obtained a share in th~

furnace, and finally caIne to possess the whole interest of the
same. He became in short, by his energy and perseverance,
the most successful iron-master in Lancaster county; and to
untiring industry 'and judicious management, he united the
utmost probity and regularity in his dealings. To him is
Lancaster county chiefly indebted for ,the celebrity it ac
quired from the number and magnitude of its iron works
and the excellence of its Inanufacture. He married a daugh
ter of Robert Old. He was elected a menlber of the Legisla
ture in 1783, and was one of the associate judges of Lancas
ter county for about 20 years.

COATES, KERSEY, son of Lindley Coates, was for SOID0

time a teacher in the Lancaster high school, afterwards
studied law with Hon. Thaddeus Stevens. H~ moved west
about 1856, was Colonel of the 77th regiment of Missouri
militia· during the rebellion, and was afterwards elected
President of the !vlissouri Riv:er, Fort Scott and Gulf Rail
road. He no,v resides in Kansas Oity, Missouri.

COATES, LI~DLEY, was born in Oaln township, Chester
county, Pa., March 3d, 1794. He married Deborah Sim
mons, and removed to Sadsbury to,vnship, Lancaster county,
in the spring of 1820. Lindley Coates was one of nature's
noblemen. He was possessed of remarkable natural talents7

was an able debater, and a bold and fearless advocate in the
cause of the emancipation of the Southern slaves. He was
appointed a manager for I.Jancaster county at the first orga-ni-
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zation of ,he Anti-slavery Societ.y, in Philadelphia, Decem
ber 5th, 1833. He was chosen a member of the Reform
Convention of Pennsylvania which was held in 1838. He
died June 3d, 1856.

COLLINS, CORNELIUS, one of the early setl~rs of Cole
rain township, emigrated from Ireland, and took up land in
both Colerain and Drumore townships. He was a farmer
and a member of the Associate Refor~ed Church.

COLLINS, CORNELIUS, son of James Collins, was born
July 14th,,1795. He has always been engaged in the avoca
tion of hi~ forefathers, that of agriculture. He was a Direc
tor of the !,Poor during the years 15j31, 1832 and 1833. He
has been aln elder and trustee of the Middle Octoraro church
fOT upwaris of forty-five years. He was, without any solici
tation on is part, elected to the Legislature in 1836, and
reelected n] 837 as a 'member of the old Whig party. He
has never ~een an aspirant for public positions.
, Mr. Co]~ins belonged to the old style of politicians, being
hominatedl as a candidate for the Legislature \vhilst follow..
ing his p~ow. He is in his ·sentiments entirely liberal
and cbarittble, and has never been known to attempt to dic
tate to met'under his control for whom they shall vote. He
always pe mits men to exercise their own judgment. As a
man he is onest and upright, and has ever maintained an
irreproach~ble reputation.
i OOLLI

1
'S, JA~IES, son of Cornelius Collins" was born in

Colerain township, and was for a time a private in the
American army during the Revolution. He was an intelli
gent, ente ,prising and influential citizen, and an elder of the
Associate ~eformed Churcb, at Octoraro.

COLLI I S, ORESTliJS, appointed President Judge of the
several co rts of Lancaster county; in 1836.

COLLI S, THOMAS 0., also son of James Collins, is a
farmer an an active and influential man in bis locality. He
was electe County Auditor, and was, in 1863, elected one
of the Commissioners or Lancaster county.

lCOPE, CALEB, was born in Chester county, Pa., in the
IMajor Andre (then Captain Andre) was captnred at St. J9hn's,

Upper Canada, on the 3d of November, 1775, by General Montgomery,.
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year 1736, and removed when a young man to the borough
of Lancaster, where he became an influential and leading
citizen. He was one of the first surveyors and regulators
of the streets appointed for the borough of Lancaster, in
1774. In September of the same year he was elected second
Burgess of the borough, and reelected to the same positipn
in the year 1775. He died in Philadelphia, May 30th, 1824.

CONYNGHAM, RED1\IOND, was a native of the city of
Philadelphia, and was a graduate of Princeton College, New
Jersey. He inherited from his paternal grandfather an estate
of £2,000 per annum, in the county of Donegal, Ireland,
where he spent several years of his early life. Whilst in
Ireland he was the companion of Ourran, Grattan, and
other bright intellects of Hibernian soil. Amongst the most
and with other British officers sent to Lancaster, Pa., as a prisoner of
war. Caleb Cope, being a member of the Society of Friends, a non
combatant, was not of those ",~ho were fierce in their resistance to the
pretensions of the British Uro·wn. Public feeling being greatly inflamed
against the prisoners, and the landlords of the borough refusing to
entertain them, Mr. Cope extended the prisoners the hospitalities of his
house. This act required no small degree of moral courage upon the
part of Mr. Cope; and, as a consequence, so embittered the citizens
against him that they beat in the windows of his dwelling, which, in
the disturbance, accidentally caught fire and was burned. In after years
the citizens of Lancaster liberally assisted the unfortunate owner in the
reerection of his dwelling.

Major Andre was a skillful painter, and had a great taste for the fine
arts. His manners were gentlemanly, and his education and accom...
plishments procured hhn adrnittance to the social gatherings of the elite
of Lancaster of that day. Under his instructions the celebrated Dr.
Benjamin S. Barton, then a youth, received his first lessons in the art of
sketching, and he became no Inean draughtsman. His descendants yet
preserve specimens of Andre's skill, some of which are of singular merit.
One of ~Ir. Cope's sons had a strong natural taste for painting, and he
soon became a favorite of Andre's; so much so that he constantly
pressed the father to place the lad in his charge, and suffer him to be
brought up to the art. On one occasion he urged that he was anxious
to go back to England, but could not do so without a reasonable excnse
for quitting the arlny; that he had now an offer to purchase his com
mission; and that with this boy to look after, a fair pretext for returning
home would be afforded. But the father was inflexible, and in March,
1776, the master and pupil were separated, the former being sent to
Carlisle. A corr~spondence was, however, kept up between Mr. Cope.
and himself for SOllle tinle.-ReC01'd of the Oope .Farrnily, pp. 32-3. Lif8
Qj And1'e, by Sergeant, p. 89.
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brilliant of these was his cousin, 'V111. Con.yngham Plunket,
afterwards Lord Chancellor of Ireland, and who was named
after Mr. Conyngham's grandfather.

Mr. Conyngham lived some years in Luzerne county,
and whilst a citizen of that county had the honor to repre
.sent it for some time in the Legislature. He removed to
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, where he spent the balance
·of his days. He was nlarried to a daughter of Jasper
Yeates, Judge of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania. He
aied June 16th, 1846, in the 65th year of his age.

Mr. Conyngham was a great reader, a finished scholar,
and evinced an especial fondness for antiquarian research;
his contributions to the Historical Society of Pennsylvania,
.and to the American Phi10sophical Society, of both of which
he ,vas a member, rank hiln as an explorer of no ordi
nary measure. His papers are valuable contributions to
the historical and philosophical don1ain of our literature.
He wrote rijuch on the early history of Pennsylvania, and
the aborigines of La13.caster county. His death was an
nounced in the rooms of the American Philosophical Society
by Bishop Potter, who pronounced an eloquent eulogium
upon the deceased, and a resolution ,vas pass~d requesting
the Bishop~ at a future day, to deliver an address before
them on his life and character.

In his deportment Mr. Oonyngham was an entire gentle
luan, and exceedingly interesting and entertaining as a social
~onlpanion. He was the warm friend of all public enter
prises looking towards the melioration and advancement of
.society. In worthy young men he always took great
interest, and especially in those preparing themselves for •
the christian ministry. He was a great friend of Sabbath
8chools. As a lnember of the Protestant Episcopal church,
he was frequently a lay delegate to its Diocesan conven-
tions. ':rhe church in !>aradise, this county, is in a good
degree a monument of his liberality and zeaL

}'lrs. Elizabeth Conyngham, wife of the above, and a
lady of great benevolence, survived her husband many years.
She died August· Brd, 1867, at the advanced age of 90 years.

OOOKE, SA~IUEL,a member of the Legislature in the years
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1801, 1802 and 1803. He was a citizen of Donegal town
ship, and died March 6th, 1804. He was an early aboli
tionist, as the following from his will indicates: "Item-Hav
ing hired out my black man Bob to Samuel Evans, it is nlY
will that immediately on the expiration of the term for which
he is "hired, he, the said Bob, shall be set free. Item-It is
my will that within one month after my decease, my negro
Tim shall be set free. And likewise it is my will that my
negroes and slaves not yet 24 years of age, shall upon their
and each of their attaining to that age be set free."

COWDEN, JA.MES, was a n1ember of the Legislature in
1780.

OOWDEN, JAMES B., was a member of the Legislature in"
1853.

*COOPE R, CALVIN, emigrated from Birlningham, England,
about the year 1730, and located in Sadsbury township. He
purchased the land from ~'homas Moore, on which the town
of Christianal is built, in the year 1734, (being a part of the

lOhristiana Riot Gase.-In September, 1801, was enacted within the
linlits of Lancaster county a tragedy that attained a national celebrity;
and this owing to the antagonb;tic sentiments that prevailed through
out the country on the subject of African slavery, as it existed in the
southern section of the Anlerican Union. itt the thne of the formation
of the constitution, in 1787, slavery existed in all the States of the Con
federation, save one; and yet so considerable an opposition displayed
itself towards the institution, that a cOlnpromise of conflicting opinions
on this question was found necessary in order to induce all the States
that had borne the banner of independence through the revolution, to
adopt the Federal Union. This compromise was effected, and slavery
was perlnitted to exist in the several States, subject to their laws; and
the Northern States, soon enacted laws for the manumission of the slaves
within their borders. Slave labor in the Southern States being con
sidered profitable, especially with the increasing denlalld for cotton,
these States clung to an institution that s,velled the coffers of the
wealthy and afforded them all the pleasures that life could covet. The
Southern States becanle, therefore, the advocates of slavery, and the
Northenl, its opponents.

With the growth of the United States, and the march of liberal ideas
throughout the civilized world, the opposition to slavery continued to
increase in the Northern States, and at the time of the admission of
Missouri into the Union, so intense became the feeling that was en
gendered between the two sections, that another cOlnpromise was needed
to prevent the dh,ruption of the Pedoral bonds of nationality. Appa-

*Contlibuted by Isaac Walker, of Sadsbury.
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land confi med to Philip Powell in the year 1702), and the
following year, 1735, he erected a fulling mill on the Oc~o

raro, betw~en Ohristiana ~nd the residenc~of C!rus Brinton.
The machirery for the filII he brought wIth him from Eng-

rent harmonf between the North and South again unfurled its standard
over the bro~d domain of the AInerican Union; but the seeds of oppo
sition to the ~nstitutionof slavery were already sown and germinated,
and tinle alo*e was required to produce the fruit. The efforts that had
bee~ made b~ Clarkson and his cOlllpeers in England, to induce the
British gove~nmentto put an end to the slave trade, had the eflect to
arouse the p~b1ic mind of the educated world to the enormities and
abuses of anlinstitntion that, in its best guise, had a revolting aspect.
The British government emancipated, in the year 1834, their slaves in
the West India Colonies, and this event sent its effect across the waters,
and speedily!numerous societies were organized, ,vhose object was the
suppression qf slavery in the American Union.

Among tht·foremost (if not the. very first), who arrayed them.selves
3,gainst the i lstitution of slavery, were the Quakers, a pious and esti
mable class f Christians, whose virtues adorn the annals of history.
The founder pf our State, William Penn, in common with many other
members of his society, was led to believe that the holding of human
beings in sla~erywa.s sinful, and in his ,vill he emaJl1cipated aU his slaves~
and to some tf them he gave tracts of land in additioll to their freedom.
As early as 688 a company of Gerlnan Quakers emigrated from the
fatherland, s ttl~d at Germantown and took a decided stand against
slavery. Th$y revolted at the idea of good men buying and selling
human flesh, i as it ,vere. Faithful to their convictions, they published
an address to the society in the same year, and from that tin'le forth
these devoted followers of 'Villiam Ames, their leader, who came over
with them f~om the Palatinate, bore an uncompromising testimony
against Slave~IY. The subject was annually agitated in the society, and
gradually gai ed strength until the year 1~54, when we find Benjamin
Lay, Anthon Benezet, John Woolman and Ralph Sandiford laboring
in the work f emancipation, the last of whom freed .his slaves in the
year 1'j 33. Ip the year 1774 it was made a breach of the discipline and
a dishonorabl~ offence for n'lelnber~to hold slaves. It ,vas also counseled
against hirin1 slaves or serving as executors or administrators to estates
in possession of slaves. Thus early do we find this body of Christians
(the Quakers, far in advance of others in their opposition to human
slavery.

Upon the organization of the anti-slavery societies throughout the
northern Stat s, it was to be expected that the Quakers should figure
prominently n these efforts to abolish slavery. All that the Quakers
and the other anti-slavery organizations could effect, was to keep up an
agitation of he slavery qnestion, and thus endeavor to educate the
public consci nee up to their principles. In this they were in a very
great degree ~uccessful. Their opinjolls entered others of the American
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land. In the year 1746 he purchased a large tract of land
in the valley, from James Musgrove, being part of the land
which bad been sold by the Proprietaries' commissioners of
property, to John, the father of James Musgrove, in the year

churches, and divisions of the same follovtred, marked by the Mason and
Dixon boundary. The American Union, in the eyes of many of the
leading statesmen of the nation, was again rocking in the thToes of
disunion or civil convulsion, aud another cornprolllise, headed by Clay
and Webster, was sanctioned by the national Congress, in 18tjO, which
made it the duty of the Northern States to surrender fugitive slaves to
masters where the proper legal denland was nlade for them. Against
the compromise of 1850, and especially against the fugitive slave
law, the northern conscience at length fully revolted. Slavery being
regarded as a sin by a large portion of the intelligent citizens of the
North, that they should be compelled to render aid in capturing the
fleeing fugitive fro1l1 labor, was altogether incolllpatible with their sense
of duty. In their view they would rather bear the penalty of the law
tIl-an aid in its execution. No law could justly, as they believed, compel
them to violate conscience.

In no section of the whole North was there a more determined feeling
of opposition or disinclination to the execution of the fugitive slave
law, than in the eastern part of Lancaster county, where the citizens
were mostly either Quakers or th~ir descendants. For years fugitive
slaves had found amongst the people of Sadsbury and Salisbury town
ships kind treatment, and quite a colony of them had become congrega
ted and settled in the vicinity of Christiana. It was natural to suppose
that the fleeing fugitive would direct his steps to a retreat amongst the
friends of his liberty, rather than alnongst those who were ready to
surrender him for pelf or out of hatred towards his race.

Some of the slaves of Edward Gorsuch, of Maryland, had made their
escape to the eastern part of Lancaster county, andwere living amongst
others of their race in that section. On the 9th of September, 1851,
Edward D. Ingraham, Commissioner of the United States, iSRued his
warrant to Henry H. Kline, an officer appointed by him under tb;e fugi
tive slave law of the 13th of t;eptembel", 18;30. The warrant so issued,
commanded the officer to apprehend Josh IIamlnond and three other
fugitive slaves, the property of Edward Gorsuch, and which slaves had
escaped from Maryland, and were then in Lancaster county. The fact
of the issuing of the said writ became known to a colored tavern-keeper in
Philadelphia, by the name of Samuel Williams, who, with another
colored man, preceded the official party to the neighborhood where the
slaves resided, and where the arrests were to have been made, and gave
notice that they were coming to execute the writs and reclaim the fugi
tive property.

The capturing party consisted of Deputy Marshal Kline, Edward
Gorsuch, the owner of the fugitive slaves, Dickinson, a son of Mr. Gor
such, Dr. Thomas Pearce, a nephew, and Joshua Gorsuch, besides two
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1713. The citizens of Sadsbury having petitioned for a
division of! the township in 1743, the Oourt appointed Calvin
Cooper, George Leonard, Sf., Jarnes \JVilson, Samuel Ramsey,
Robert W~lson and Jarnes Miller, to divide the same. The
neighbors of' Edward Gorsuch, all of whom caDle to assist in making
capture of thf fugitives. They started from Philadelphia for the place
whel"e the fup-itives ,,~ere believed to be living, as soon as the warrant
was issued, ap.d taking different Inodes of conveyance. The party arrived
at Christianal early on the morning of September 11 th; and having se
cured the seryice of one acquainted with the locality, set out qn hunt of:
the fugitives,1 and when they had neared a house kept by a negro named
Parker, aboll three niiles fronl Christiana, they espied one of the slayes
coming down the lane from Parker's house. As soon as the slave saw
them he retr ated and fled to the house, pursued by the party, but he
succeeded in luding their grasJ). From the infonnation that had been
given by the I egro, "Villiams, it was soon perceived that the negroes of
the l1eighbor~ood",~ere upon the lookout, and as the party· ,vas approach
ing the house~1 a horn ,vas distinctly heard, as a supposed signal fOT the
assembling of'the negroes. The slave that had been first seen made his
way up stairs" and the party in search of him immediately surrounded
the honse, so ~'ts to prevent escape. Edward Gorsuch, the owner of the
fugitive, and ~he Devuty 1\£.:t1'8h'11, now entered the house, and de
manded of the~blackS that thoy surrender, ,vhich they refused, and began
loading their guns, showing the uttno·t determination of resistaNce.
Mr. Gorsuch t

l
ld them if they \vould come down and surrender them'

selves, he wou~overlook the past; but the reply came from the negroes
that "they co d only be taken over their dead bodies." The J\'larshal
read his warra; t, and ,vas proceeding to ascend the stairs ,vhen he was
strnck by a ·sha.rp instrumentand compelled to desist from this attempt.
fIe read his w~rrant the second and third tinie, and advised the negroes
of the peril of ~Sistil1g the authority of the government, and gave them
tift.een minute time to consider whethei~ or not they would surrender.
Ed","'ard Gorsu h had in the meantime stepped outside of the house
and cal-led to is slave, and endeavored to persuade him to surrender
himself and sJbmit peaceably to his authority, and while doing so was
shot at by one ~f the negroes irom a window, but the shot failed to take
effect, the ahn ~eing too high.

During this ~period, two white men, named Castner Hanway and
Elijah Lewis, ~uddellly appeared upon the ground. This was seen to
have the effect; of inspiring enthusiasln into the negroes in the house,
who immediate~y set up a cheering. By this time a large number of
negroes had m~de their appearance armed with double barreled guns,
pistols, corn-cu~ters, scythes and clubs. The organization had been com
plete, and as soon as the horn was sounded, as above indicated, the·
negroes assembled from all directions.

The Marshal now approached Oastner Hanway, one of the white
men, who was upon horse-back, and asked of him that he render assist-
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division was ordered, and the eastern part called Bart, and
the western retained the old name, Sadsbury.

Calvin Cooper was elected a member of the Provincial
Assembl~y 'for six consecutive years, from 1749 til11755.

ance in luaking the arrest. IIanway demanded of him his authority,
and the Marshal read him his warrant. Han"way then told him that
he would meet "with difficulty in luaking the arrest, and advised him to
desist from the attempt. At the tinle the Marshal read his ,varrallt,
Lewis, the other white man, was also present, but neither he nor Han
way felt thenlselves bound to obey a lnandate against the execution of
~hich their consciences revolted, and they chose rather to endure the
consequences of refusal. Besides, an attempt, at this time, to ex~ute

the law seemed hazardous and likely to be attended with fatal conse
quences. By this time the nUlnber of negroes that had arrived has been
estimated at from 75 to 100, all armed and evincing the most determined
spirit of resistance. To the demand of the Marshal, of Han,vay, to assist
in making the arrest he remarked, "I will have nothing to do with it."

The negroes in the house, seeing their friends in such abundance,
sallied out, and raising a shout, surrounded Edward Gorsuch and his·
companions, and fired upon them. Edward Gorsuch fell, and his SOll,'

Dickinson, running to his assistance, was also shot in the breast and
lungs and fell to the ground. Dr. Pearce was likewise shot in several
places, but succeeded in 11laking his escape. Deputy lVlarshal Kline,
Joshua Gorsuch and 1he other two individuals, Nelson and Hutchins,
who acconlpanied the capturing party, all made their escape, speedily,
as best they could. Edward Gorsuch was mutilated by the negroes, his,
pockets rifled of about $300, and left lying dead where he fell. His son,
Dickinson, was· rescued from death through the influence of an old
colored man, ,vho begged of the murderers to spare his life, and he was
shortly afterwards relIloved by SOlne white persons, who visited the
scene, to the house of Levi Pownall, where he lay a considerable time
before he could be removed.

As soon as the news of this occurrence reached Lancaster, John L.
Thompson, then District Attorney, and J. Fra,nklin Reigart, an alder
man, accolnpanied by some of the most resolute citizens, repaired at
once to Christiana, and after taking certain legal steps proceeded to
arrest the blacks. Nine of them were taken in less than two hours.
Castner Hanway and. Elijah Lewis, hearing of the warrants, surren
dered themselves vvithout resistance. All were committed by Alderman
Reigart, and conveyed to the Lancaster jail. The United States J\'Iar
shal, the United States District Attorney, and the Commissioner, with a
strong force of marines, and a detachment of the Philadelphia police,
arrived shortly afterwards at Christiana and lent their aid in making
an'ests of suspected parties. Both parties proceeded to make alTests,
and in a short time every section of country was pretty well scoured. A
large number of additional prisoners were brought in, and among them
two whites, a mali named Scarlet, and the other Hood.
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The citizens of Lancaster county petitioned the Legisla
ture for the passage of an act that \vould cause the removal
of the Fr~nch refugees from Nova Scotia, who had been
thrown uppn them by the English government. An act was

A difficult!y was like to have occulTed between the State and the
United States authority, as to which the prisoners should be awarded.
Mr. Thomp$on contended that the prisoners had been guilty of the
highest crim!e known to the law of Pennsylvania, willful and deliberate
murder, and that as this had occurred in Lancaster county, the prisoners
should be t~en to Lancaster for trial. District Attorney Ashmead, oq
the contraryJ insisted that the prisoners had been guilty of treason, in
levying war ~gainst the United States authorities. In this he was sus
tained by th~ Commissioner, E. D. Ingraham, and finally a compromise
was effected ,II by which each party was allowed to dispoRe of its own
arrests. I

On MondJy, November 24th, 1851, the trial of Castner Hanway for
treason, was pOlnluenced in the United States Circuit Court before Judges
Grier and K~ne. The counsel who appeared for the United States, were

-.United statf, District Attorney John ·W. Ashmead, Jalnes R. Ludlow
and George . Ashmead; Robert J. Brent and James Cooper for Mary
land. The ounsel for Castner Han:way, were. John lVI. Read, Thaddeus
S"tevens, Jos¢ph J. Lewis and Theodore Cuyler. The trial lasted fifteen
days and W~iS conducted with n1asterly ability by the legal gentlemen,
both for the rosecution and defense. The jury afteT retiring from the
box, returne after an absence of ten minutes, with a verdict of "not
guilty." i

Caster Hahway and Elijah Lewis were ·brought to Lancaster to an
swer any ch~rge that might be preferred against them. An indictment
was laid befqre the grand jury for Dlurder, but the jury ignored the bill
and thus e~'ed the Christiana riot case.

The Chris iana riot case is an illustration of an attelnpt to execute an
unpopular la ,an undertaking that usually proves abortive. Conscience
rules supre e in the actions of men, and the law must succulub. With
whom lies t~e blame in such cases? In the present instance both par
ties, the sla~e owners and the fugitives with their friends, had apparent
justice on tbjeir side. The one owned his property by virtue of law and
his educatio. told him he was in the line of his duty in seeking to re
claim it. 9, the other hand, the in5tillctive law of liberty induced the
fugitives to seek for it and even fight- in its defense; and the friends of
the fugitive~ sYlupathized with them in their contest for liberty. We
can, therefote, condemn neither party, and must be allowed to say that
what may bJ wrong in one, in another is the contrary, and therefore,
can see no dther rule of rectitude in life than to obey conscience, and if
sincerely followed, though it be perverted, we are justified. This safe
rule would establish charity, toleration and free opinion, unite mankind
in a universal brotherhood, where free thought and free speech would
crown the highest aspirations of man.
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passed March 5th, 1756, and Oalvin Oooper, James \Vebb,
and Samuel Lefevre were appointed to carry its provisions
into execution. The act empowered and required them or
their survivors, that within twenty days from the passage of
the act, they should order and appoint the disposition of the
inhabitants of Nova Scotia, imported and permitted to be
landed, in such lnanner and proportions as to them shall ap
pear most eqlilitable under certain limitations, having regard
to such lands and plantations, or other employments as they
might procure for them towards maintaining themselves and
their families, and thereby relieving tIle province from the
heavy charge of supporting thenl.

Calvin Cooper was appointed one of the Justices of the
Peace for Lancaster county, whi~h office he held with satis
faction to the public for many years. Iris descendants be
came nUluerous and respectable, and "\vhile some of them
settled along the valley, and about Cooperville~ others set..
tIed at Lampeter and at the borough of Oolumbia; and the
Coopers residing there,at the present day, are among his de
scendants. He was a valuable member in unity with the
Society of Friends, and undoubtedly a worthy and servicea
ble man in the community. He was the grandfather of the
late well-known and highly respected Jeremiah Cooper, of
Sadsbury, "\vho erected a large woolen factory in the valley,
below Cooperville, about tke year 1825. The present
Coopers of Sadsbury, Rart, Lampeter and Columbia, are his
descendants of the 5th, 6th and 7th generations. He de,
parted this life near the close of the Revolutionary war,
aged about eighty years.

CRAIG, JOHN, was a member of -the Legislature in the
years 1782, 1783 and 1784.

CRAIG, ROBERT, was a member of the Legislature in 1784.
He was also a Commissioner of Lancaster county in 1778.

CRUMBAUGH, REV. J. C., was born in Frederick county,
Maryland. He received his education in the Pennsylvania
College, at Gettysburg, and graduated in 1851 with the
h.ighest honors of his class. He came to Lancaster and
studied theology under the Rev. Dr. John C. Baker, and at
the same time served as Principal of the Lancaster High

13
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School. e was licensed to preach by the Pennsylvania
Synod in 1853, and shortly afterwards he was elected pastor
of the new: St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church.! With
constantly:declining health he continued to serve this con
gregation ~p to March 19th, 1857, when he resigned, and
accepted tfe office of County Superintendent of Co mmon
Schools. t had been the hope of his friends that this
new positi I n affording him more out-door exercise, might
restore his! health, but in this they were disappointed. He
died of consumption January 13th, 1859, at the early age
of 28. A~ a student in college, be maintained a reputation
for talent lof the first order, standing ever at the head of
his classes~ and carrying a\vay the honors over his mates.
As princi:~~l of the Lancaster High School, he was a nlodel
for in1itat~on, being able to maintain the most excellent
discipline ,nd order in the class and study rooms; and as a
clergyman~ he had the unbounded confidence and friendship
of his who~e congregation ana of the community at large.

I

CUKNI~GHAM, JAMES, was a member of the Legisla-
ture in the! years 1779, 1788, 1789 and 1790.

I •

lIn the f~l of 1851 a nUluber of the young members of Trinity
Lutheran Cl urch, of which the Rev. John C. Baker was pastor, held a
social gather ng and conversed concerning the propriety of opening a
mission schob1 in the llorth,vestern part of the city, and it was resolved
to Inake the tteu1pt, provided they could obtain the sanction of the
vestry to the\~ undertaking. This consent having been obtained, l\Iarch,
1852, a Sund y-school, called the Lutheran, ","'as organized ,vith twenty
two pupils, . C. Crumbaugh being its superintendent.

With the esignation of Rev. John C. Baker as the pastor of Trinity
Lutheran ell, rcll, in January, 1853, the friends of a new church began
to consult a*ong themselves, and a meeting ,vas held on the 2nd of
April of tha~ year, when it was resolved by those present to constitute
themselves the nucleus of a new Lutheran church. On the 18th of ~lay
following, a pOffilnittee ,,"'as appointed to draft a constitution and by
laws, and anbther to solicit subscriptions for the erection of a church
edifice. On ,~he 15th of June, on motion of G. M. Zahln, the church
was ullanim~usly named "St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church."
The small cpngregation generally worshiped in Fulton Hall or the
lecture rooIh of the Moravian church. On the 9th of October,
1853, the cqrner-stone of the llew edifice was laid, Revs. I-Iarbaugh,
Kurtz and ~rotel officiating. On the 24th of Dece~ber following, the
entire building having been completed, the consecration took place.
The edifice cost over $20,000.
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DARLINGTON, EDvVARD c., became a partner in Decenl
ber, 1841, lNith R. W. Middleton, in the publication of

the Exam£ner and Herald. 1 Shortly after this, Middleton
withdrew fronl the firm, and Mr. Darlington continued the
publication of the paper up to October 20th, 1858. During
Mr. Darlington's connection with the paper, it was regarded
as the organ of what was known as the Silver Grey Whigs.2

of Lancaster county. Mr. Darlington was elected to the
State Senate, in 1851.

Mr. Darlington was 'a man quite retiring in his disposition,
a great reader, and a writer who wielded the editorial pen
with considerable ability.

1 The Lancaster Exa1niner was started in the spring of 1830, by
Samuel Wagner, who continued its publication until J nne, 1834.
Wagner sold out his interest to George W. IIalnersly and Luther
Richards, who united it with the IIerald. These continued the publi
cation, under the new title, until December, 1838, and then sold their
interest to R. W. ~Iiddleton. On the 8th of December, E. C. Darling
ton became a partner of J\tliddleton; but on the 22nd of-the same month
the latter retired, leaving Darlington sole owner and proprietor of the
paper, which he continued to be until October 20th, 1858, when he sold
out his interest to John A. Hiestand, John F. Huber and Francis
Heckert. This latter firm was dissolved November 4th, 1862, by the
death of Huber, one of its members. On the 9th of February, 1863,
the interest of Huber was purchased by Edwin IVI. Kline, and the
style of the firm became J. A. Hiestand & Co. On the 1st of January,
1864, T. E. & J. J. Cochran sold out the Lancaster Union to J. A.

.. Hiestand & Co., and from that date the latter firm began issuing the
Exarniner selni-weekly, which has been continued up to this time. May
1st, 1864, Mr. Heckert's interest in the paper passed to John I. Hart
man, and the firnl was named Hiestand, Kline & HartInan. On May
1st, 1868, Mr. Hartlnan withdrew, and the paper is now published by
Hiestand & leline.

i After the adoption of the compromise measures of 1850, during the
administration of Millard Fillmore, the Whig party divided into two
branches; those who favored the compromises and those opposed to
them. In Lancaster county, the friends of the administration or of the
compromise measures, received the name of Silver Greys, who were
advocates of the policy of President Fillmore as regards the com
promise measures on the slavery question. Isaac E. Hiester was at
once regarded as the leader of the Silver Greys, and with him acted
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DAVIE , EnwARD, was elected a member of the Legisla
ture in the years 1834 and 1835. He represented Lancaster
county in ! ongress from 1837 till 1841.

DEERI~NG, HENRY, a member of the Legislature in the
years 178~and 1789.

DENU S, OHARLES, was born August 28th, 1823, in
York cou ty, Pennsylvania. In 1835 he removed, with his
parents, tol Lancaster, and was apprenticed to the turning
and powder-horn making business; but the uncongeniality
of his mas}er caused our subject to shorten the term of his
apprentice$hip.. When about seventeen years of age, acting
on an OCC]Iion as cannonier for the Washington Artillery,
he lost"his right hand from the accidental discharge of the
cannon. eing thus disabled for manual pursuits, he now
turned his lattention to the obtaining of an education, and
having m~de some advance, in the year 1842 he began the

I
Thomas "E. ,I Franklin, esq., Edward C. Darlingteln, William W.
Brown, esq", John Sheaffer, of Manheim, James ~f. flopkins, of Dru
more, John ~teger, of Ne,v Holland, Michael Shirk, of vVest Cocalico,
Samuel Wor~h, of Martie, John J. Evans, of Little Britain, and R. A..
Evans, of L~ncaster. The other, wing of the party was headed by
Thaddeus S~evens, Dr. Esaias Kinzer, George Brubaker, Peter Johns,
David Bail', 10. J. Dickey, George ~'ord, Alexander II. Hood, Samuel
Eberly, and I Hiram Erb, of Clay, Anthony E. Roberts: Frederick E.
Hoffman, an~ }Prederick Smith, of Conoy.

In the W~ig convention of 1851, the Silver Grey wing carried off the
victory, no inating all the candidates for office except Esaias Kinzer,
who, by a f ithful canvass before the convention, had secured enough
votes to nominate bim to the State Senate, along with E. O. Darlington.
The defeat o~ the Anti-slavery Whigs, was regarded as owing to the
influence of the Exa?niner and Herald~· and as a counterpoise to this •
paper, it ~Wfc's resolved to start a paper in their interest. Edward
McPherson, of Adams county, was sent for, and he began the pub~ica..
tion of the Independent Whig, devoted to the advocacy of Anti
slavery prinJiples. In 1852 the Silver Greys were again successful, elect
ing Isaac E. iHiester to Congress.

At the N~tional Convention held at Baltimore in 1852, the Silver
Grey elemertt of the country supported Millard Fillmore for Presi
dent; the <jI.istinctive New England element voted for Webster;
and the An~i-slavery Whigs united upon General Scott and he was
nominated. ,I Scott having been so disastrously defeated in the canvass
for Preside~t, the old Whig party began rapidly to decline. In
1853 the Na~ive American party that had maintained a feeble exist
ence in thel large cities, began to revive under the name of Know
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study of law with Hon. Thaddeus Stevens, and was admitted
to .the bar in 1844. He practiced for a time in Lancaster, a
short period in Yark, Pa., and "afterwards removed to Wis
consin, in which place he was attacked with disease, and
returned home in 1848.

He now began teaching school, a car~r he followed, at
different places, for a number of years. He was principal
of the Millersville graded school for nine years.

In 1859 he entered upon the study of theology, and having
preached his trial serlnon, served as a supply to a congrega
tion at Oolumbia.

In 1862 he raised a cOlnpany for the Union army, and
was commissioned captain, August 12th, 1862. His com
pany was assigned as part of the 135th regiment of Penn
sylvania volunteers, under 001. Porter. He, with his Inen, •
protected two of the Union batteries at the battle of Grey's
Farm. He participated with his company in the famed

Nothings; and lodges were organized throughout tIle country, which
wer~. filled chiefly by recruits from the old 'Vhig party. In 1854 there
were, therefore, three tickets in the field in Lancaster county, the Demo
cratic, the Know Nothing, and the Whig.

The party manipulations in the I{no\v Nothing lodges were conducted
in secret. In the nominations made in the county convention of the old
effete Whig party, the best men in their ranks wer~ selected as their·
standard bearers, and in the election which followed, some of those
elected were Democrats, some Know Nothings and other Whigs. An
thony E. Roberts was elected to Congress on the I~now Nothing ticket.
The disintegration of the Whig party by 1855 was complete, and in that
year the whole Know Nothing ticket in the .county was elected. The
Whigs relnained at that time but a very feeble minority. About this

. period the Democratic party in Congress repealed the 1"Iissouri Compro
mise, and this had the effect of attracting into the Know Nothing ranks
most of the anti-slavery element ofthe country; and inasmuch as the secret
oath-bound dogmas of the party were offensive to many of the recruits
from the Democratic and Whig ranks, and the main principle now be
ing hostility to slavery, the party re-moulded itself into an open organ
ization, under the name of Republicans. A few of the old Whigs of
Lancaster county feeling them8elv~s entirely out-general~din the new
.construction of parties, and out of an unwillingness to acknowledge the
leadership of their opponents, attached themselves to the Democratic
party, and thenceforth acted in its ranks. 1~he great mass, however, of
the old Silver Grey Whigs united their political destinies to the Anti
slavery wing under whatever name it called itself, and from that time
Lancaster county has been overwhelmingly Republican.
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conflict Chancellorsville, after which they were mustered
out of sertice, in May, 1863. .

Having'returned home, lie taught school again in the
winter of ;1863-4. In October, 1864, he was elected to the
Pennsylva~ia Legislature, and reelected in 1865. During
his last se~sion he 'Rcted as chairman of the military com
mittee. IF the spring of 1866 he again began the practice
of the laW] in Lancaster, which he yet continues. On Janu...
ary 1st, 1867, he was appointed Notary Public, and re
appointed !January 12th, 1870.

DICKE[y, o. J., was born in Beaver county, Pennsylva
nia, Aprill6th, 1823. His father, John Dickey, was a lead
ing politi¢ian in the western part of the State, and at one
time a metnber of the board of Canal Commissioners, and

.. represented his district in the State Senate, also in Con·
gress, and!was marshal of the,vestern district of Pennsylva
nia at the time of his death. The sllbject of our notice re
ceived hi~educationat the Beaver Academy and at Dickin·
son 0011e e, Carlisle, passing through the junior class of the
latter "iust tution. Having closed his classic career one year
short of graduation, he entered as a student in the law office
of James IAllison, esq., one of the old leading lawyers of
Beaver (t~e father of the present Register of the Treasury),
and was a~~itted a member of the Beaver bar. Designing
Lancaster i as the place where he should locate for the prac
tice of th~ profession, he came in 1846, with a lett~r of in..
troductiorl to Mr. Stevens, vvho kindly received him and
proffered 10 him the use of his office. Mr. Stevens having
by intuiti?n, as ~t were, perceived that ~uryoung barrister
was madeiof solId materIal, employed hIm from the start at
a fixed sal~ry to attend to certain parts of his business. Mr.
Dickey ,v~s thus a:f!orded an excellent opportunity of becom
ing acquainted with the practical business of the profession"
and. rapidiy did he profi~ with t~ese a~vantages,. This. ~as
an Instanqe of a rare mInd meetIng WIth rare opportunItIes.
His progr~ss in business was a very rapid and successful
one. Aft~r a fe·w years of steady and gradual rise in his
professio~, he, at the instance of his benefactor, became a
partner 1th the latter, as to all the current business which
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presented itself, save 'vhere Mr. Stevens was himself specially
employed. This partnership continued up till the year 1857,
when he found it necessary from the press of bURiness to
open an office of his o,vn.

In the fall of 1856 he ,vas elected District Attorney of
Lancaster county, an office he filled with great credit and
ability. After opening a separate office of his own, he still
continued to have charge of all Mr. Stevens' business when
the latter was absent or unable to attend to the same.

In the year 1857 1fr. Dickey chose to himself a partner
for life, in the person of 11iss Elizabeth Shenk, of Lancaster.

Upon the death of Mr. Stevens, in 1868, ~fr. Dickey ,vas
nominated and elected to fill his unexpired terrp. in Congress,
as well as for the subsequent term of two years; and in
1870, after a warm and spirited contest, he was again nom..
inated by his party by an overwhelming majority, over J. P.
Wickersham, and again elected to Congress.

As a lawyer, 1\:lr. Dickey ranks amongst the first practi
tioners of the Lancaster bar; his business being perhaps as
lucrative as any that could be named. He is well read in
his profession, and in the trial of a cause he has no superior.
His argurnents before a jury are sound, logical and convinc
ing; and he is able to bring out of his case all that is in it.

As a politician, he has but few equals, having a strength
with the masses that fevv possess. Born to rule, he enters
an assemblage of tumultuous partisans and contending polit
ical aspirants, and organization follo\vs his word and opposi
tion retires. As by a word, he carries "\vith hinl the meeting,
and the result crowns his banner. He is dexterous in his
manipulations, active- in circUlnventing his enemies, and
always present in the midst of the political battle, saying in
essence to his political friends, "follow me."- His ,vord has a
charm in it, and he generally leads to victory.

As -a man, Mr. Dickey is high.toned and honorable,
and his ,vord on any occasion is as good as his bond. He is
exceedingly liberal in his opinions, never permitting differ ..
ence of sentiment to alter his conduct or feeling towards a
personal friend. In this particular, he is exen1plary. He
was one of those of enlarged views who, during the dark days
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of the reb~llion (when partisan hate was vjsible all around),
could accqrd to individuals of different opinion from his
own, the salIne honesty of sentiment as he himself entertained.

Mr. Dic14ey is not what might be called a fluent declaimer,
but his spebches have the ring of energy, ability and force.
His political harangues will, however, excite more applause"
and enthu~iasnl than will follow the outbursts of a more
impassionetl and eloquent orator. His manner of speaking
is rather bJtter adapted for juridical than partisan purposes.
His streng~h as a politician lies in his great organizing abil
ity rather than in his oratorical. Since the demise of his
great prec~rsor in Congress, he is, perhaps, the leading
thinker of his party in Lancaster county.

DICKIl'{SON, JOSEPH C., a member of the Legislature in
the years iS46 and 1847. He was one of the first who
erected permanent buildings in Christiana.

*DICKI~SON, JOSEPH, emigrated to this country from
CumberlaDjd, England, by way of Ireland, about the year
1725. Th~ ship on which be came a passenger having
struck upoh a rock, causing it to leak so rapidly that it was
impossible Ito keep the vessel afloat, and was about given up
as lost, andithe passengers were preparing to meet their fate,
when Jose~h Dickinson volunteered to go do\vn under the
water, on the outside of the ship, and stop the leak, which
hazardous hndertaking he accomplished by inserting pieces
of dri~d b~ef in the crevices. He \vas united in marriage
with Elizabeth, ·daughter of Guyon Miller, of Kfjunett,
Chester cOfnty, in the year 1732, when he removed and
settled nea] the Pequea creek, in Salisbury to\\rnship. He
had two 80*-S, Joseph and Gaius, and seven daughters. His
.son, Gaius, !and his grandson, Joseph, cantinued to reside on
.the propertt, while his son Joseph purchased land and resided

in SadsbU~!•
Joseph . Dicl{inson, Moses Pownall and Joseph D. Pow..

:nall, of Sad bury, and Joseph Hood, of Bart, who were mem
bers of the egislature at different times, were the great grand
sons of Jo~eph Dick:inson; also, Jacob T. Gest and Isaac
Walker,of!Sadsbury. Anna Dickinson, ofPhiladelphia, and

*Contributed by Isaac Walker, of Sadsbury.
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Mary Louisa Walker, late of Richmond, Va., but now Mary
.Louisa Roberts, of Robertson county, Texas, are both the
great grand-daughters of his son, Gaius Dickinson. He was
a man well edueated, and was an esteelned and valuable
member of the denon1ination of Friends. His great grand
sons, James and Lewis Dickinson, still reside on the property
in Salisbury; an,d J. D. O. Pownall, one of his descendants
of the fifth generation, holds the property in Sadsbury.

DIFFENDERFFER, and a companion by the name of
Stone, were the two first settlers who took up the land upon
which New H,olland is built, and for a mile around it. They
were natives of Germany, and came to New Holland in 1728.
David Diffenderffer, a son of the first settler, became early

· identified with the American patriots in their struggle for
independence. He entered the army, and served with credit
'for several years, bearing his part in several of the hard
fought battles of revolutionary histor.y. He died in New
Holland in 1846, at a very advanced age. His descendants
are numerous. Dr. W. L. Diffenderffer is one of his grand
sons.

DILLER, ADAM, was elected sheriff of Lancaster county
in 1827. .

DILLER, ROLA.ND, is a native of Lancaster, and a man 'of
great activity and business perseverance. His educational
facilities were superior to the great majority of the young
men of his time whose lives were designed for active em
ployments. IIe engaged in the nlercantile business for some
time; but, upon the death of his uncle, Frederick Seger, who
was a conveyancer, he abandoned lIlerchandising and took
up conveyancing, a business he has followed ever since. lIe
has also connected with scrivening that of surveying.

Upon the organization of the anti~Masonic party, Mr.
Diller was amongst the Inost prominent and active in that
movement. He contributed actively towards the establish..
ment of the first anti-~asonic paper in the county, and in all
the political movements of his party he has ever maintained
3, leading position. He for many years acted as a magistrate
of the county, and perhaps no Inan ever filled that office who
seemed, by intuition, to con1prebend the intricacies of law
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better tha the sllbject of this notice. One knowing Mr.
Diller inti ately, uses this language of him: "The cast of
his mind ·,s eminently legal, and had he read la,v regularly,
and pract~ced the profession, he would have become one of
the best jurists our county ever produced."

He has fpr years been the legal adviser of his fellow-citizens
in and around New Holland, and his advice is anxiously
sought in all matters of busine~s where a knowledge of law
is requireq. ~Ir. Diller has always been a great reader, and
his library is said to be one of the best, if not the very best,
in Lancas~er county: He possessed the basis, beyond all
question, for extraordinary achievements, and but an arena
'vas wanting to have rendered him one of the most conspicu
ous men of the nation. He has been frequently mentioned .
for Congr~ss; but he rather cho~e a life of retirem~nt than
one that brought ,vith it great sacrifices and responsibilities.
JIis wonde~fulmethodical arrangement, if nothin~ else, dis
plays a nli~d of no ordinary compass, and this characteristic
has been observed in all his business transactions. He pos
se~ses complete files of. most of the papers he has ever re
ceIved. Spme years SInce he donated some of these to the
Lancastert'thenooum.

DILLE ,S?LOl\IO~,.a brother of the above, was a mem..
ber of the, eglslature In 1836 and 1837.

IDIXONf, WILLI.t\)I, was the principal founder of the Lan
caster Intelf/t'gencer, \vhich ,vas started by him and his brother
Robert, in Ithe year 1799. The paper was issued regularly
as a Republlican (Democratic) organ by Dixon until his death
in 1823. Willianl Dixon was several times elected Treasurer
of LancastJr county. He ,vas a man of great popularity and
sterling pr~nciple.

I William ]J)ixon was, in February, 1806, found guilty of libel 011 Gov
ernor l\fcKeall, in that he charged the Governor with having made
corrupt overf,res to Henry 'Vertz, a Senator fron1 Bedford county. On
account of tl contradictory statements nlade by 'Vertz, before the trial
came off, he as not called as a ,vitness; and, although Dixon proved
substantially all he had charged in his paper, yet he was found guilty,
under the la,t of libel as it then existed. He 'vas sentenced, by Judges
Henry and Cbleman, to three months' inlprisonment in the county jail,
and to pay $500 as a fine to the Commonwealth, and the costs of prose
cution. lIe was committed in accordaNce with the sentence. The fine
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// DONER, JOH~,O:a::::S;::U::;:::·1818,in Lamp~t::

(now East Lampeter) township, Lancaster county, Pa. His
parents were of French descent, and in their religious faith,
members of the old !Jlennonite church. His education was
such as the schools of his neighborhood afforded, and he has
been all his lifetime engaged in agricultural pursuits. After
his marriage he removed to lvIanor township, where he yet
resides. He was elected and served as a director of the
Lancaster County Bank for a number of years. In 1860 Mr.
Doner was elected a Commissioner of Lancaster county, and
served through perhaps the nlost critical period of the
county's history, the beginning and the greater period of
the rebellion. It was a period that devolved upon the Board
of Commissioners a weight of responsibility that never before
had required to be assumed by any Board since the organi..
zation of the county. Mr. Doner, as one of the Board during

and costs were promptly paid by his political friends, and he was daily
visited by members of the Legislature and citizens of the highest stand
ing, all regarding hin1 simply as the victim of political persecution.

A number of Democratic citizens gave Mr. Dixon a supper in his
place of confinenlent, which was handsomely illulninated on the occa
sion. l\'Iajor John Light, and Joseph Lefevre, (afterwards a member of
Congress)# acted as president and vice president, and numerous toasts
were drank in honor of Dixon in his captivity.

lIrs. Dixon, ,vife of William Dixon, evinced great heroism during the
imprisonment of her husband, and refused to ask his release of
Governor McKean. ",Vhen certain influential friends volunteered to
accompany her to the Governor and endeavor to obtain a pardon, she
replied, "For your friendship, and the offer of your company and inter
cession, gentleluen, I sincerely thank you; but my husband has com
mitted no crime. 'Vhyask forgiveness? A separation from the hus
band of my bosom is afflicting, but to supplicate the oppressor (who has
torn hhn from D1Y side) would be base servility."

Dixon's imprisonment was denounced by the whole Republican press
of the day. A nleeting of the leading Republic~tns of the borough of
Lancaster was held at the house of John "Vhiteside, and an address was
issued suggesting the propriety of changing the day of the county
meeting fronl 'VedneEday, lIay 14th, till Saturday, the 17th, in honor
of it being the day when Dixon's term of imprisOllluellt will have
expired. A.s he ,villleave the prison about 12 0' clock, the address uxged
that the Republicans nleet at Williteside's tavern, at 11 0' clock, in order
to give Dixon a fitting reception upon his leaving the prison. On the
day of his release, accordingly, a large Ineeting of Re}>ublicans met
Dixon at he prison and escorted hinl to his house.
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t~at period, faithfully and efficiently discharged the dU"1

devolved upon him, and to the entire satisfaction of his Ct

stituents. J\fr. Doner is at present engaged in agricultur
pursuits.
DOUGL~SS, JOHN, a member of the Legislature in 1756,

1761, 1762'1 and 1763.
DOWN~NG, WILLIA.M, a member of the Legislature in

1771. ~I
DUeH AN, JACOB, elected OOUldty Commissioner in 1820.
DUCH AN, OOL. JOHN H., was a prolninent citizen of

Lancaster city for many years. He was, by occupation, in
his younget years, a hatter, and carried on this business for
years. He! kept for a number of years the Leopard hotel,
in East K~g street. Early in life he became captivated
with milita y glory and volunteered ~n the war of 1812-14.
He served a first Lieutenant of the old Lancaster Fencibles,
then under 60mmand of Oapt. John K. Findley, which was
famed for i~s admirable discipline, and which was disbanded
about the breaking out of the Mexican war. Some years
after this Cpl. Duchman raised a ne,v cOlnpany, also named
the Fenciblfs, of which he was elected Captain. It was this
~ompany which escorted James Buchanan to Wash~gton in
March, 1851, at the time he was inaugurated President of
the United $tates. This company remained in existen~e up
to the brea~ing out of the rebellion in 1861~ and became
Company ]l of the 1st Pennsylvania regiment. Owing to
ill health, qapt. Ducbman was unable to march with his
company, a~d 1st Lieutenant Emlen Franklin succeeded to
the cominan~. For some years he was clerk in the Lancftster
bank. Dur~ng James Buchanan's administration he held a
position in t4e custom house in Philadelphia. Shortly after
the breakin~ out of the rebellion he raised a company for
the 79th Rejiment, P. V. of which he was chosen Lieutenant
Colonel. •

On accou t of advanced age and the rigors of the field, he
was compe(ed to retire from active service after having
served abou one year. He died. October 8th, 1866, in the
70th year of his age.

DUCHM N, WILLIAM, elected Recorder in 1845.
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*DUFFIELD, GEORGE, was the third son of George and
1fargaret Duffield, who emigrated from Ireland in 1730 and
settled in Pequea, Lancaster county. They were descended
from Huguenot ancestry, their forefathers having escaped from
France on account of religious persecution and settled in
England, and afterwards passed over into the north of Ire..
land. The narne was originally du F£elde, but became an
glicised after the family bad settled in England.

The subject of this notice was born October 7th, 1732..
He receiv·ed his acadernical education at Newark, Delaware,
whe,re afterwards he officiated as Tutor. He graduated at
Nassau IIaIl, joined the church under the care of Rev.
Robert Smith, of Peque~, and shortly afterwards commenced
the study of theology under his supervision. He was licensed
to preach the gospel by the Presbytery of New Castle, March
11th, 1756. lIe received a call from the united churches of
Carlisle, Big Spring and Monahan (now called Dillstown),
and was ordained at Oarlisle, Septenlber 25th, 1761.

During the pendency of his ordination and settlement at
Carlisle, he was married March 5th, 1759, to Margaret Arm
strong, sister of General John Armstrong, of Revolutionary
memory. By this marriage he had fouf children. His
youngest son, George, was for many years connected as
Register and Comptroller General, \vith the administration of
the State of Pennsylvania under Governor Thomas McKean.

At the time of his settlement in Oarlisle and the united
congregations, each ten miles distant from the borough, the
Indians were numerous in the vicinity and often made hostile
demqnstrations, which required the body of the male mem
bers to arm themselves in selfdefense. In all these dangers he
participated, cheerfully accompanying his flock to the camp,
to administer to them there the consolations of religion. The
chureh at Monohan was in such an exposed situation, that as
a protection during the hours of worship, fortifications were
thrown around it; behind which, while those stationed on
the ramparts kept watch, the congregation might, without
distraction or fear, engage in the worship of God. His deep
interest in and sympathy with a population thus periled and

*Sprague's Annals of the American Pulpit, Vol. 3.
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suffering ,n the frontiers, rendered him, throughout the
whole of that region, exceedingly popular. So strong was
the attach~ent for him, that in all perilous adventures,
especially during the Revolutionary struggle, the men who
had to take up arms for their homes, their liberties and their
lives, alwats welcomed his visits in the camp with the most
cordial gooid-will.

Mr. Dumeld was a bold and zealous assertor of the rights
of conscien~e, an earnest and powerful advocate of civil and
religious liberty. During the pendency of those measures
which were maturing the Declaration of Independence,
while the nrospects of the colonies seemed most gloomy, his
preaching eontributed greatly to encourage and animate the
friends of ~iberty. He was not in the habit of writing out
his discourbes in full; but, having made a skeleton, and ar-

I

ranged his Ithoughts, awaited the inspiration of the ·occasion
for th~ filliqg up. Se~e~alof these unfinished discourses wh.ich
remaIn, br~athe a spIrIt of the most pure and lofty patrIot
ism, and tithal are strikingly prophetic of the religious
scenes whiQh were to open out of all that darkness in which
the countrt was then enveloped.

During ~is ministry at Carlisle, he "ras twice earnestly
{)alled by the Second Presbyterian church of Philadelphia,
then wors~ippingat the north,vest corner of Arch and Third
streets, to ~ecome their pastor; and the commissioners with
great zeal prosecuted their call before the ·Presbytery. Both
the Presby~eryand himself, however, judged that his pres
ence at Ca~lisle was of more inlportance at that time than at
Philadelphta.

In the year 1766 Mr. Duffield was deputed by the Synod,
in connectipn with the Rev. Oharles Beatty, to make a mis
sionary to4r and visit the families tha.t had made their way
along the ,reat valley that stretches through Pennsylvania,
Maryland nd Virginia. The object of this rnission was to
administer ,the offices of religion to those families which had
settled in ivhat is now Franklin county, Pennsylvania, and
through the range of country where Greencastle, Hagers
town and ~ther villages now stand, as far as the Potomac,
with a viet to the organization of churches.
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Some time after this, 1fr. Duffield was called to the Third
Presbyterian church in Philadelghia, where he officiated dur
ing the sessions of the Colonial Congress, anterior to and
during the Revolutionary struggle. That church had been
originally a branch of the First Presbyterian church, under
the care of the Rev. Dr. Ewing. A controversy arose be
tween them and the parent church, relative to their indepen.
dence. Both the Presbytery and Mr. Duffield judged that
it was his duty to accept the call and remove to Philadelphia.
The circumstances under which he was translated to that
charge, in connection with t~e old feuds that had divided the
church, produced obstacles in the "vay of his labors at the
commencement of his Ininistry. He was greatly admired as
a preacher, and was recognized as a bold, animated and de..
cided Whig, resolutely contending against the encroachments
on civil and religious liberty Inade by the government of
Great Britain. On an occasion shortly after his appearance
in Philadelphia, the large church edifice, then standing on
the corner of Third and Pine streets, which the First church
claimed to have under its control, was closed and barred
against his entrance, by their order, notwithstanding an ap
pointment had been made for his preaching in it for the con
gregation accustomed to worship tbere, and by their direc
tion. The house was opened by the officers of the rrhird
church, and Mr. Duffield was assisted through the throng
that had assembled to hear him, and introduced through a
window. News of the people assembling on Sabbath even
ing spread, and application was luade to 1\lr. J. Bryant, ,the
King's magistrate, to quell what was called a riot. The
magistrate proceeded to the spot, and, shortly after the com
mencement of public worship, pressed his way into the aisle of
the church, before the pulpit, (on the very spot ,vhere after
wards Mr. Duffield's remains were interred, and where they
yet sleep, and in the name of the King, r~ad the riot act and
required the people to disperse. The congregation was, com..
posed of zealous Whigs, who could not endure Tory influ..
ence or authority. The principal officer of the congregation,
a Mr. Knox, rose and ordered the magistrate to desist. He
refused and went on with his reading. A second time the
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zealous cnampion of liberty, in hearing of all the congrega
tion, with loud voice, demanded that the magistrate cease
from disturbing the worship of God. He still refused; when,
without further ado, he seized the magistrate, who was a
small man, and lifting him up carried him through the crowd
01lt of the !house, and ordered him to begone, and not come
back therJ to disturb the worship of God. The magistrate
bowed to i the stern assertor of popular liberty, and Mr.
Duffield went on with his preaching. But the ;next day he
was arrested and brought before the :NIayor's Court, and was
required ~o plead to the charge of aiding and abetting a
riot, and ~ive bail for his appearance for trial. He politely
and respectfully refused to put in any plea or give the bail,
averring, ~hat as a minister of Christ, he was performing the
duties of ~is office and was no way accessory to a riot, of
the existe~ce of which there was no proof. The Mayor said
that such la procedure would greatly' embarrass the Court,
who w0ul~ be cornpelled to send him to p~~ison if he did not
plead and !after bail. His brother, Samuel Duffield, M. D.,

, or other of his friends whonlsoever he might name, would
be accepte~ by him as bail. He still, with the utlnost cour
tesy, e.ecli~ed. After some entreaty, the Mayor ·offered him..
self to be.~is bail, not wishing to commit hiln to prison. He
cordially thanked his IIonor for his unmerited kindness, but
protested ~hat he stood on the ground of principle, and that
he was cal~ed, in the providence of God, to assert the rights
and liberty of a minister of Christ, and of a worshiping ~

sembIy, a~d denied the legitimate interference and cogni
zance of tHe King's government in such matters. The Mayor
delayed fot several days deciding in the case, and requesting
him to ta~e the n1atter into consideration, suffered him to
withdraWio his own house, under the assurance that he must
again app ar before the Court and give his definite answer.
The occas·,on and procedure were productive of great excite
ment. THe news that the King's government was going to
put Mr. Duffield in prison, spread through the city and into
the country, uBtil it reached the region where he had for
merly lived. Here the excitement became so great that the
volunteer forces, to whom he was well-known, and by whom

I
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he was much beloved, assembled, and resolved toh01d them.,.,
selves in readiness to march, though distant a hundred miles
or more, to the city of Philadelphia, if he should be impris
oned, and set him at liberty in opposition to the King's gov
ernment. The occasion a13.d opportunity for their valor
were never afforded; for he was never again brought before
the Mayor's Court. He was allowed to pursue his minis
terial duties unmolested, and the First Church settled their
matters with the branch, and !ecognized their right to call
the minister of their choice without dictation or c'ontrol.

Attempts, however, were made to prevent his introduc
tion into. the Presbytery to which the First Ohurch and their
pastor belonged. He insisted on his right, according to the'
social compact, to be received by them, refusing to com·
mence his ministry in Philadelphia ,vith allowed imputa
tions of his character and or~hodoxy. Eventually, when he"
had been so received, that his presence might not molest
men who did not sylllpathize "\vith him in eeclesiasticnl mat..
ters, he voluntarily applied for and received a dismission to
the other Presbytery, with whose members he had more
especial affiI}ity.

During a part of the sessions of the Colonial Oongress he
was employed, with the Rev. Mr. (afterwards Bishop) White,
as chaplain to that body. John Adams attended regularly
on his ministry, and communed with his church during th~

sitting of Oongress in Philadelphia.
Mr. Duffield was eminently a man of. devotional feelings

and habits, and was instrumental in establishing the first
prayer-meeting in any Presbyterian church in Philadelp·hia.
So much did he value prayer, and so important did he feel it to
be to excite and encourage the men that had left their homes
and periled their lives in the cause of freedom, to look to
God and put their trust in Him, that he would o.ccasionally,
in the darkest hours of the Revolution, leave his charge and
repair to the camp, where the fathers and sons of many of
his flock were gathered, and minister to them in the public
preaching of the Word, and in personal converse.

When the enemy were lying on Staten Island, and the
American troops were on the opposite side of the Sound, on

14
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a Sabbat day he preached to a portion of the soldiers
gathered into an orchard, having ascended into the forks of
a tree for Ihis pulpit. The noise of their singing arrested the
enemy's a~tention, who directed several cannon shot to be
fired toward the spot whence it proceeded. As the shot
came rusbing through the trees, he suggested that they
should retire behind a hillock, and not remote from the spot
where th~y were, which was done under the enemy's fire,
without i*jury, and there they finished their religious exer
cises. H~ was with the army in their battles and retreat
through ~~rsey, during that dark and nearly hopeless period
··of the Revolution, and was almost the very last man that
crossed t~e bridge over the stream immediately south of
"Trenton, ~efore it was cut down by order of the American
general. ! For this preservation he was indebted to a Quaker
friend, wJ+om he had essentially aided in his hour of trial
though 9~ politics opposed to his own-and whose deliver
·ance he h~d been tlle means of securing. The British officers
had put a price upon his head, and were particularly anxious

• to destro him, because of the influence he exerted among
the soldi s of the .Anlerican army. After the retreat from
Princeto , he had retired to a private house in Trenton to
seek repo e, and was not aware that the American army had
taken up !their line of march and had nearly all crossed the
bridge, u{ltil his Quaker friend, having ascertained that he
was in th~ town, sought him out and gave him the alarm, just
in time fqr hirn to escape before the bridge was destroyed
by the re~reating army of Washington.

He co:qtinued the pastor of the Third Presbyterian church
until the Iday of his death, and was greatly respected and
beloved ~y them. He received the degree of Doctor of
,Divinity Ifrom Yale College, in 1785. He died in Philadel
phia, amqng the people of his charge, February 2nd, 1790,
aged 57 ~ears.

DUFFIELD, R:Ev. GEORGE, was born in the village of
Strasbur$, Lancaster county, July 4th, 1794. His father,
also namjed George, was a merchant, and for nine years
Register ~nd Comptroller General, under Governor McKean.
His grandfather, also bearing the same name, was chaplain

i
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of the Old Continental Congress, an honor he held in con
nection with Bishop White.

The subject of this notice graduated at the early age of
sixteen years, at the University of Pennsylvania, then under
the Presidency of S. McDowell, LL.D. He read theology,
and was licensed to preach by the Presbytery of Philadel
phia, on the 20th of April, 1815. He immediately there
upon entered ~pon the duties of his profession, in which he
faithfully continued to labor up to the day of his death. In
1817 he married, in New York city, Miss Isabella Bethune,
a daughter of the well-known merchant, and sister of the
Rev. George W. Bethune, D.D. In 1837 he was called to the
Broadway Tabernacle as the successor of the Rev. Oharles
G. Finney. In 1838 he was called to the First Presbyterian
congregation of Detroit, a position he at once accepted, and
continued as the sale pastor thereof until April 27th, 1865,
when the Rev. N. S. McOorkle was installed as associate
pastor. The subject of this· notice was honored with the
title of Doctor of Divinity by the University of Pennsylvania.

Dr. Duffield was very regular and assiduous in his clerical
ministrations, preaching regularly to his congregation, except
when temporarily disabled, up to the period of his death.
Even during the cholera epidemic of 1849, he steadily stood
his post, and being severely prostrated by the rnalady, and
from the effects of a chronic disease to which he had long
been subject, he, at the earnest solicitation of his friends,
accepted a leave of absence and went abroad for a year, and
then returned completely restored to health.

In his own denomination, Dr. Duffield's learning and
abilit3 made him one of its most eminent divines. He ranked
in the same category with Drs. Lyman Beecher, Albert
Barnes, S. H. Cox, Bethune, Spring, and Sprague. His in..
fluence was long exerted and will be permanent. He died
at Detroit, June 26th, 1868.

DUNLAP, JOHN M., is a native of Lancaster county, and
a practicing physician in the borough of Manheim. He set
out in life as a teacher of a subscription school, but soon
after abandoned this for the study of medicine. He entered,
as a student of medicine, the office of Dr. F. S. Burrowes,
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of Lancaster city, and graduated at the Jefferson Medical
College) i* 1845. He chose the borough of Manheim for
the practi e of his profession, and he was not long in estab.
lishing hi self in a lucrative business, in which he is yet
steadily e gaged. In 1863 he was nominated and elected
a State Se ator, a position he filled by a courteous and close
attention ~o the duties of the office.

DYSAE,rr, JAMES, was elected Clerk of. the Orphans'
Court in 1851.

E.

EBER AN, JACOB, son of John Eberman, was elected
Cou ty Treasurer in 1803. He was also elected Direc

tor of the IPoor, a position he held for three years. He was
commissidned by Governor McKean, a Justice of the Peace,
but never acted in t·hat capacity~ He was a land agent for
many ye rs, and .was instrumental in this line in securing
and effect ng land titles for the owners of property while the
land offie was located at Lancaster.

1 EBE MAN, ~OHN, was a clock-maker of Lancaster, and
the manu~cturer of the first to,v~ clock in Lancaster, and
which is et in existence.

; EBER AN, JOHN, a brother of Jacob Eberman, was
cashier of one of the old Lancaster banks for thirty years.

EBER¥AN, PETER G., son of Jacob Eberman, above
named, hdld the office of Oommissioners' Olerk for a period
of upwarqs of a quarter of a century and until within the
last five ~ears. He is an Alderman of Lancaster City.

tThe old ~own clock was made and put up by John Eberman in the
old Court :gouse, in 1786, at a cost of £550. About the year 1796 a new
steeple wa~Tadc1ed to the building, the clock taken down and new hands.
put thereon~ which were considerably larger than the old ones, improve
ments roUt commended at the time. It was on this occasion that
Jacob Eber an, son of John Eberman, lost his hand. The clock was
put up on ,cold day of February, and his hand being numbed with the
cold, was a~cidentanycaught between the large wheel and pinion when
the works 'Tere in motion, and the fingers literally ground off.

i
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EBERLE, DR. JOHN, was born in Manor township, Lan
-caster county, in January, 1788. His father was a black
smith, and designed his son to follow the same occupation,.
but his nature, fitted for another career, pr()~pted him to
,make exertions to have his life directed in a different chan
nel. Without more than the ordinary education of the
'schools of his district, he began the study of medicine under
the direction of Dr. Abraham Oarpenter, of Lancaster; after
wards he read with Dr. Clapp, in Philadelphia, and graduated
Doctor of Medicine, at the University of Pennsylvania, in
1809. The subject of his inaugural address was an£mal
heat. He entered upon the practice of medicine first in
Manheim, Lancaster county, and after a few years removed
to Lancaster city, where, a short time afterwards, he "~ccepted

a commission as surgeon to the Lancaste~ militia, and was
present at the battle of Baltilnore, in 1814. Whilst in
Lancaster he became, for a short period, the editor. of a poli..
,tical paper during a stirring gubernatorial election, and was
thereby seduced into the meshes of office-hunters and un...

principled dernagogues, and led into other kinds of practice,
that for a season threatened him with entire ruin. In this
way he lost all his practice as a physician in Lancaster, and
was obliged to select a new location for the pursuit of his
professio?, and for this he determined upon the city of
Philadelphia.

In 1815 he began the practice of his profession in this
new location, where considerable time is usually required
,to establish an extensiye business. Not long after this he
wrote some articles "\vhich attracted marked attention, and
pe was thus induced, shortly afterwards, to essay the edi
torial management of a medical journal. In 1818 the
American J£edical Recorder made its '"debut, under the editor
ship of John Eberle, 1tl. D., as a quarterly, and was ably sus
tained by men who were willing to furnish him their contri
butions without any pecuniary reward. To the establish
ment of this journal Dr. Eberle greatly owed his subsequent
advancement and reputation; he was soon thereafter elected
,a member of the Linnooan Society of Philadelphia, and in
1822 the Berlin Medical Chirurgical Society enrolled his
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name in ~heir list of foreign members. In 1825 he was
elected a rhember of the Academy of Natural Sciences of
Philadelphia.

He was!iactive in promoting the interests of the Jefferson·
Medical Cpllege, and may be regarded as one of its most
efficient fQunders. After the establishment of this institu
tion he w~s appointed professor of the practice of Physicr

in 1825, a~d in 1830 was transferred to the chair of Materia
Medica, in the same college. He was lecturer, also, on
obstetriGs~ In the fall of 1831 he removed with his family
to Cincinij.ati;' and was elected Professor of 1Jlateria Medica
in the ohio Medical College. In the changes which neces
sarily oc4urred on this occasion, he was called upon 'to
resume t~e branch he had formerly taught in Jefferson Col·
lege, and· he practice of medicine again came within the
immediat duty of his professional chair. He continued to
discharge this responsible trust until 1837, when he was
induced, rom many circumstances, once more to change the
the scene 1of his labors, and he removed to Lexington, Ky.
The prof~ssorshipof the practice of medieine was no,v ten
dered to l)im in the medical department of the Transylvania
U niversit~. He died shortly after his installment in this
institutiot, at Lexington, February 2nd, 1838.

Besides his labors as editor of the Med£cal Recorder, he is
the authdr of several distinct treatises which will long render
his name Ifalniliar to the medical student. In 1822 his trea
tise on T erapeutics came before the public, one which was
conceded not only in this country, but in distant lands"
to be th very best work on the subject ever issued from
the Arne iean press. As evidence of the high esteem placed
upon it, he work was translated into several foreign lan
guages, a d has been quoted with n1arked approbation ever
since. ~ 0 Alnerican work on Therapeutics has ever yet
been pu~lished so full of originality and real excellence. In

l 1830 ap*eared his practice of Physic, in 2 vols. octavo, a
deserved}y popular work, and since often re-printed. It was
the only I Philadelphia issue on practical medicine that had
ever app~ared, professing to be original to a great extent,
and Dot tmere re.print of a foreign work with the addition
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of a few brief notes. This, like his Therapeutics, found its
way into all the respectable libraries of the professioIl, and
was made a text·book in various colleges. In 1833 he issued
the first edition of his treatise on the Disea~es of Ohildren, a
work of considerable merit, and one which met with a fair
sale.

The life of Dr. '..Eberle was chiefly appropriated to the
advancement of the profession he haa selected as the busi..
ness of his existence. His knowledge was the result of great
individual effort, often under the most discouraging and
adverse circumstances; and, nevertheless, it was various and
extensive. To modern science, he added a familiar acquaint..
ance with Hippocratic medicine, and his regard for the
ancients led him to estimate somewhat unduly their merits.
That he labored not in vain, may be inferred from the
extensive circulation of his writings, and the estimation in
which they are generally held both by the students of sci
ence and by men of clinical experience.

Dr. Alban Goldsmith, who was for :five years a colleague
of Dr. Eberle in the Medical College of Ohio, in a letter to
Dr. Francis, of New York, thus writes of his lamented friend:
H In a wide survey of medical men with whom I have had
intercourse, I have rarely encountered one who possessed a
larger share of professional knowledge in the several branches
of healing than Dr. Eberle. To great extent of inf .rmation
he united a kind and courteous demeanor, and was never
obtrusive in enforcing his practic'al opinions, except when
they were assailed by ignorance and unwarrantable assur
ance. During the period that we labored together, he was
a constant and indefatigable student, taking a wide survey
of the philosophy of medicine. His lectures were always of
a practical nature, and his hospital clinics filled \vith the
most valuable facts, the result of careful observation. His
deportment towards the junior ID.embers of the profession
was universally kind and parental, and he was always ready
to ofter them aid in their inquiries. He was totally free
from all professional envy, and his intercourse with his col·
leagues was characterized by the strictest laws of etiquette.
Medicines or money were dispensed by him with like liberal..

PA-Genealogy



176 l BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

ity to remo,! e the sufferings and alleviate the calamities of
the poor. lIn short, he was liberal to a fault and often care
less of his ~wn proper interests. He deserves to be recorded
as a succeSrful pioneer in the valuable corps who have pro
moted the iffusion of real science in the great west, and his
medical wrj"tings I think, may be justly estiulated as having
added to t~e claims which indigenous literature and science
have upon lithe Confederation of the American Medical Fac..
~lty.'" .

His remlins, after being for a time deposited in Lexington,
were transferred to the Episcopal Cemetery in Cincinnati,
where a monument nlarks their final resting spot.

EBERLj¥, SAMUEL, elected Recorder in 1839. He is
the father t: Adam J. Eberly, esq.

EBY F¥\-MILY. This family is an old and numerous
-one; its 91embers being scattered over different parts of
Pennsylvab.ia, the adjoining States of New York and Mary..
land, and likewise reside in Canada and the west.

A perfe4t list of the individual mernbers could not easily
be had. Jfeither can all of the existing branches be traced
to the par~nt stem~

The anc~storwho first came to America, and from whom the
greater patt of the family has sprung, was named Theodorus.

Theodo~us, a Swiss by birth, and a Mennonite in faith,
left his n~tive country on account of religious persecution,
and reside~ for awhile in, the" Palatinate" or "Pfaltz," an
old di visi~n in Germany, whose chief towns were Manheim,

Heidelber~:, Simmern and Zwei Brucken.
\Vhen illiam Penn, by his agents, offered free homes to

persons of all religious denominations, Theodorus emigrated
to Americ and set-tled on Mill Creek, Lancaster county, at
a place lat~ly known as Roland's mill, situated south of New
HollaLd, .~nd near the line of Earl and Leacock townships.

It is saia he had five or six sons in his family, skilled in
the vario~s mechanical arts; so that with their assistance he
built a m~ll, and erected such other buildings as were needed,
without employing persons outside of his family, except for
.the purpore of burning charcoal to supply the smith forge,
which the~ did not thelnselves sufficiently understand.
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The place of Theodorus' birth cannot now be definitely
'ascertained, there being no record in existence showing the
fact. Family tradition has it, that he came fron1 Canton
"Schweitz," and must therefore have been of a race of hardy
mountaineers.

The date of his arrival in Pennsylvania, is fixed by the
Oolonial Records, in 1715. And in the same year appears
the names of Jacob Hochstetter, Jacob Kreider, Johannes
Shenk and others. Five years' later, in 1720, the family
received an additien by emigration, in the person of Peter
Eby, said to have been a relative of Theodorus; and still

another much later, whose kinship, however, was never rec
ognized.

In 1728, it appears that two persons were naturalized un
der the name of "Abye." These may have been sons of
either Theodorus or Peter, and their names erroneously
spelled by the government agent. It is to be observed
that the descendants of Theodorus have always scrupulously
adhered to the literal translation of the name, while some
of the others have adopted the pronunciation of the German
into the English, and wrote themselves" Eaby." So far as
.can be judged from the oldest knoV\7n members, they must
originally have been an active, quick-tempered, brown-eyed,
dark-haired family.

The name of only one of the sons of Theodorus is now
-certainly known, which was Christian.

OHRISTIAN married a Mayer, and settled on Hammer
Creek, in Elizabeth township, about three 111iles north of
Litiz. He died in 1756. His ,vife died in 1787. They left
a family of ten children as follows: Ohristian, Johannes, Bar
bara, married to Jacob Hershey, Peter, Anna, married to
Christian Stauffer, Andrew, G-eorge, Elizabeth, married to
Jacob Hershe:r, Samuel, and Michael.

His oldest son, Christian Eby, who married Catharine
Bricker, retained the mansion place on Hammer Creek,
which he greatly improved by building a· new stone dwell~

ing house, the date of which is 1754, a large barn, and a new
mill and a dwelling house and barn for his son John.

He was a large, well.proportioned and athletic man, re-
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taining unus,ual health and vigor of both body and mind,
up to the time of his death. He was elder in the Mennonite
church, and~lwore a long beard, which in his later years had
turned whi e. Regular stated 1tIennonite meetings were
held at his ouse, until a building for that special purpose
was erected ~n the neighborhood.

He lived iduring the Revolutionary war, and' foraging
parties carrt~ed off some of his horses and cattle, as also
large quanti ies of flour and grain out of his mill. On one
occasion his wife's pewter dishes and spoons, and an oven
full of newIt baked bread and pies shared the same fate.

During th~ vvinter in which the American army was en..
camped at vlalley Forge, a number of disabled soldiers were
quartered iIt the old Lutheran church, near Brickerville,
and were sutPlied weekly with milk and other necessaries
from his an other neighboring farms.

He died i 1807. His wife, who is said to have been an
amiable and, greatly esteemed persoD, surviving him several
years. He left eleven children, as follows: 1. Elizabeth t

wife of Jose h Bucher, resided near Litiz, and left descenca..
ants. 2. 0 ristian, who resided on the home-place. 3.
Peter, who oved to Pequea valley, and afterwards became
a Mennonite! Bishop. 4. John, who lived at the mill, adjoin
ing the old W1ace. 5. Andrew, who died, middle-aged, leav
ing severa11hildren, that afterwards Inoved to the west. 6.
Oatharine, wife of Abraham Burkholder, resided in Earl
township. . Barbara, wife of Joseph Snyder, moved to
Oanada. 8. Anna, wife of Jacob Wissler, resided in Olay
township. . George. 10. Benjamin, who moved to Canada,
was made a , inister in the 1'Iennonite church, and succeeded
his brother 1Peter as Bishop of the ~rennonites in Canada.
11. Maria, tife of Jacob Brubacher, resided in Elizabeth
township.

CHRISTIA: EBY, son of Christian the second, was married
to a Hershejy-, find left the following children: 1. Catharinet

died unmarr~ed. 2. Elizabeth, wife of David Gingrich, re
sided in Lanf:aster county. Left eight children, among whom
are Samuel"Ohristian, and John, vrho follow farming, and
are useful.ci~izens; the latter being an active school director,
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and treasurer of the board of East Hempfield. 3. Anna,
wife of Samuel Nissley, residing in Rapho township, had a
family of children. 4. Maria, wife of Peter Eby, resided in
Penn township, and left two sons, Seth and Joel. 5. Barbarat

wife of Abraham Reist, resided in Penn township, and had a
family of children. 6. Rev. Benjamin, served as a minister
among the Mennonites for many years, up to the time of his
death. Retained the old mansion place, at Hammer creek,
the greater portion of his life, and afterwards moved to
Washington county, Maryland, where he died. He left four
sons and one daughter, all residing out of the county. 7.
Christian resided in East Hempfield township, and left three
children. Fanny died unmarried; Ann, wife of John Ging
rich, and Elizabeth, wife of Abm. Rohrer, both residing in
Hempfield township. 8. Sem resides in Leacock township,
follows farming, a worthy man, and father of a numerous
family. 9. Susan, wife of Henry Stauffer, resides in Rapho
township, and has two sons and two daughters.

PETER EBY, married to Margaret Hess, moved to Salis·
bury township, near the Gap, in 1791, and followed farming
when his time was not taken up by his duties as a minister
of the gospel or bishop in the Mennonite church. He was
ordained a minister in 1800, and the second among his de
nomination in that neighborhood. Up to 1814 he preached
in private houses; then a school-house was erected, and
afterwards a meeting.house for that special purpose.

This member of the family deserves more than a passing
notice. His fame as a preacher was widely known, and
served to fill the houses to their utmost capacity wherever
he was known to officiate. .

The ministers in the M$1nonite church are not ed'ucated
for the pulpit, nor adopt the ministry as a profession; they
are chosen by lot, whenever a position is to be filled, from a
small number of the congregation considered most worthy.

Several mjnisters usually resi€le convenient to a particular
meeting-house, ,vhere they are expected to officiate upon all
ordinary occasions. On communion days, and other special
occasions, a Bishop is required to be present. The bishops
have also certain districts allotted to each, and the privilege
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{)f presidin~ amongst them is generally accorded to the
senior in o~ce, or the most eminent in abilities. This posi
tion Peter held for many years, up to the time of his death;
and his autHority also extended over the church in Oanada,
until he was succeeded there by his younger brother,
Benjamin. !

To form dome idea of his powers as an orator, it is neces
sary to stat~ that tIre principal sermon in the Mennonite
churches w~s always prefaced by an introductory discourse
<froln one of the younger ministerA present; and that on
-communion: day, the subject invariably used to be Bible
history, froin Adam down, bripging out the prominent
events and ~prophecies pointing to the new dispensation.
The introdu~torydiscourse generally bro~ght it down to the
time of JSo~h and Isaac, when it would be taken up by the
Bishop and ~ontinued to the birth of Christ, His ministry on
earth, and His final suffering and death.' Old as the' story
had become~ the audience never tired listening to it from the
eloquent lips of Peter. When he slowly arose, all noise
subsided intr an alnlost painful expectation. Then he would
break the si~ence with a kind and fatherly greeting to his
hearers, and, glide gently into the eourse marked out for
himself. }>roceeding step by step, describing, explaining,
illustrating ~nd sustaining his points as he went along, with
copious quotations from the Scriptures, for all of which he
drew upon ~is extraordinary memory, he would gradually
warm up in ihis theme, and, when under full sway, his dis..
course movJd along like a deep, clear strearn, rolling ocean~
ward, witho?t a break or ripple, grand, lnajestic, and irre..
sistible. H~s powers, ho,vever, were brought out rnost fully
when he caine to' portray the acts and sufferings of his
Master duri1ig his last few days upon earth. The scene in
Gethsemanel; the sleeping disciples; the noise and tumult
breaking utn the stillness of the night, ·when the armed
men came t take Him; the dQings before the Jewish and
Rornan trib nals; the embarrassment of Pontius Pilate, and
his fruitless ~evices to save Jesus; the message sent him by
his wife; hi~ last resort, when he gave the Jews to choose
between Jesus and Barabbas, and the cries of the infuriated
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multitude that pronounced his condemnation. Then the
sorrowful train moving up Calvary; the preparation to carry
the fearful sentence into execution; and lastly, the finishing
act in the sublime drama; the Saviour of mankind nailed
between heaven and earth, His side pierced, and yet, with
parched lips, in the agonies of ~eath, crying to the Father
to forgive; the darkening of the heavens, the quaking of
the earth, and the elements bearing witness, in thunders and
lightnings, to the divinity of Him that was suffering. All
this he would portray in a manner so vivid that the speaker
would be forgotten in the subject. Then, as his voice, sup
pressed by emotion, and sinking into siJence, would allow
the attention of his hearers to return to the speaker, he
would stand before them, tealS streaming down his cheeks,
his countenance glowing, and his raised hands directing the
penitent sinner, as it were, to the foot of a visible cross.

His preaching wa·s altogether extemporaneous, and its effect
upon an audience great. And yet he was not a sensational
.preacher; he addressed the judgment as well as the feelings,
and his discourses abounded in arguments and reasonings
that were listened to with admiration by the most polemical
or logical. So much ,vas this the case, that it frequently
happened, that strangers hearing him for the first time,
although otherwise informed, would not be convinced that
he was not a person regularly educated and trained for the
ministry.

His personal appearance also was greatly in his favor, be
ing sOlnewhat above medium height, well proportioned and
fleshy, with a high, square, even forehead, a finely formed
face, that had it not indicated quite as much force, might have
been called classic; a deportment easy, grave and dignified.
An acquaintance of his, who had heard some of the most
noted orators of the state and nation, in and out of the pul
pit, gave it as his opinion, that for none of them, it seemed,
had nature done so much towards making the "Orator," as
for this grand old servant' of the church.

In the councils over which he presided as Bishop, his
voice was equally potent. His clear intellect enabled him
to probe difficulties to the bottom; and his impartial decis-
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ions prono need without fear or favor, were acknowledged
to be just, ~nd rarely appealed from.

He died 1A..pril 6th, 1843, in the 78th year of his age. His
family con~isted of nine children who arrived to adult age;
the names lof only three were furnished the author, viz.:
Peter, Chri~tian and Henry, and one of the daughters, mar- .
ried to a S~auffer.

JOHN EJy resided at the mill adjoining the old mansion
place, and.{vas a quiet, unobtrusive, but prominent man in
the commup.ity in which he lived. A miller and a farmer by
occupation,i he dealt extensively in produce, which he had
transporte~to Newport and Philadelphia, keeping a team of
his own for! that purpose, and also employing teams of his
neighbors when they could be spared from the farms.

He was ~ promoter of improvements. In tAhe day of turn..
pikes he s~rved as a director; had roads laid out; one to
open com~unicationbetween the town of Manheim and the
Ephrata tqrnpike, at Durlach, and one from his place to
Brickervillb, besides others. The :first school-house in the
neighborhqod was built on his farm, at his own private
expense, wlere the youth of the neighborhood were educated
by teacher~ procured by him.

i It was mpstly through his influence that the Mennonites
of Lancast~r county purchased a large tract of land in
Canada, to ~ssist their distressed brethren in that part of the
world, and Iwhich subsequently became the home of many
of their descendants. He left eight children, viz: 1. Catha-

I

rine, wife of John Hostetter, who resided in Manor township,
her family iiconsisting of seven children, John, Elias, Jonas,
Abraham l, Martha, Mary and Catharine. 2. Jonas, mar·
ried to Fanny Nissley, resides in West Hempfield township;
family con~isted of six children, who arrived to adult age,
John N., E~ias, (now a school director of Rapho), Samuel N.,
Simon J., ~enry N., and Fanny. 3. Mary, wife of Jacob
Yundt, reslded formerly in Elizabeth township, but moved
to N eipers~ille, Illinois; family consisting of seven children.
4. Rebeccat wife of John Bomberger, resided near Manheim
borough, and left three children, Martha, Christian and Sem.
5. Elias resided at the mill in Elizabeth township, followed
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farming and milling; was elected sheriff of Lancaster county
in 1851, serving three years; died September, 1862, in the
57th year of his age. Left three children, S~mon P., a prac
ticing attorney in Lancaster city; Mary, and Eliza. 6.
Elizabeth, \vife of Samuel Risser, resided in West Hemp
field township, now in Mt. Joy borough. Her family con..
sisted of seven children, Ann, wife of Jacob K. Nissley,
Mary, Levi, Jonas, Reuben, Samuel and Joseph. 7. Levi
resided in Rapho township; follqwed farming, and left five
daughters, Mary, Sarah, Fanny, Fianna and· Rebecca. 8.
Anna, wife of Rev. Samuel Hershey, resides near Manheim
borough. Her family consists of four children, viz: Levi,
Henry, Mary and Anna.

CATHARINE BURKHOLDER had a son by the name of Chris
tian. He married Veronica Groff, who resided in West Earl
township.
H~r grandchildren are: 1st, Seth, moved to Whiteside

county, Illinois. 2. Christiana, late wife of John B. Sen
senig, resided in Earl township. 3. Elias, moved to White
side county, Illinois. 4. Ezra, resides in West Earl town
ship, is a justice of the peace, surveyor and scrivener. 5.
Catharine, wife of John Martin, resides in -West Earl town
ship. 6.. Menno, resides in West Earl township. 7. Frances,
wife of Adam Myers, resides in Upper Leacock township.
8. Maria. 9. Groff. . 10. Ann. These three reside in West
Earl township. 11. Christian, deceased. 12. Peter, :tnoved
to Whiteside county, Illinois. "

ANNA WISLER'S FAMILY. 1. Andrew, .moved to Michi
gan. 2. Jacob, resided in Clay tovvnship, farmer left four
children. 3. Christian, resided in Olay township, followed
milling, left four children. 4. Martha, wife of Jacob Lan..
dis, resided in Ephrata township, left three childr~n. 5.
Ezra, resides in Clay township, follows farming, family can..
sisting of two sons. 6. Mary, wife of Levi Erb, moved to
Canad~, and now resides in Shenandoah county, Virginia,
family consisting of two daughters. 7. John, moved to
Canada, and afterwards to Shenandoah county, Virginia,
where he was engaged in the iron business, and died leaving
six children. 8. Samuel, resided in Canada, engaged 'in the
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milling and manufacturing business, left family of some five
children. l. Levi, resides on the old Wissler family man·
sion in CIa township, one of the first places settled in that
neighborh ,ad, and originally owned by a person .named
Groff. !

REV. BENJA)IIN EBY, who succeeded his brother Peter as
presiding ~ishop of the Mennonites in Canada, was married .
to an Erb, ~nd left a family of eleven children, one of whom
also becam~ a minister of the Gospel.

He movetl to Canada in and settled where Berlin, the county
town of Waterloo county now stands; but which W2tS at
was at that ~ime an unbroken forest. He died ·in a few years
ago. His ~rm, like many others in that county, afterwards
settled upo I by Lancaster county people, was a part of the
large tract .urchased by the Mennonites, as mentioned in the
notice of hi elder brother John.

Two of is sons became printers, and for many years pub
lished a newspaper, as also hymn books and other religious
works. THe latter being done under the supervision of their
father. '

MARIA BRUB.AKER'S .FA}fILY. 1. 8em, resides in Rapho
township; has two sons. Martin N. is a justice of the
peace, and follows surveying and scrivening. Rev. Jacob
N. follows ~arming, and is a minister, of much promise, in
the Mennonite church. 2. Henry E. kresides in Elizabeth
township, ahd is the presel1t owner of the old .Eby mansion
place, on H!ammer creek, follows farming and has a family.
3. Isaac, re~ides in Rapho, and is a farmer. 4. Jacob E.,
resides on ~he old Brubaker mansion place, in Elizabeth
township, ~nd follows farming. 5. Maria, wife of John
Reist, resid~s in Penn township. 6. , wife of Jacob
Brubaker, ~esides in Lancaster township. 7. Anna, wife of
Rev. Horst,1 resides near Manheim borough.

There w~s a Christian Eby, who resided near Neffsville;
and died inJ 1867, near Brickerville. He was a descendant
of Theodorbs by another branch. Left nine children: John,
resides in C~mberlandcounty; Eliza, wife of Abm. Metzler;
Christian, resides in Conestoga Oentre; Mary, wife of Erhard
Lutz j Ani' wife of Elias Barr, resides in Lancaster city
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Benjamin moved to Ohio; Lydia, wife of E. Pfautz; Ephraim'
0., resides near Brickerville; Oatharine, wife of Daniel Flory'..

There was an Ephraim Eby, who lived near Elizabethtown,
a much esteemed man. He had seven children; Jacob, mer
chant and banker, resides in Harrisburg; Ephraim, merchant,
resides in Philadelphia; Mrs. Grove, of Columbia, and Mrs.
Weaver, of Lancaster city. Three dead. A third brother;
Jacob, resides in Ohio.

There was a Jacob EbYJ a cousin of the elder Christian,
who settled on a farm on Hammer Cjeek, Elizabeth town
ship, now owned by Jacob R. Hess. He left three sons:.
Abraham married, but had no children; Peter, who lived
a hermit (Einsiedler), in a pleasant little home in Elizabeth
township; died in 1836, leaving a will, by which he directed
all his estate and property, of which he possessed a consid
erable amount, to be distributed in flour among the deserv
ing poor, irrespective of age, sex, nation, color, or religion~...
This was faithfully carried out by his executors, su(;h dis
tribution being made gradually, and lasting three or four
years; two wagon loads were sent to Lancaster city, and there
distributed from the hardware store of Geo. Louis Mayer.
He also wrote and published a small religious work, most
copies of which were either sold or distributed after his death.

The other son, Abraham, left four children, viz: Abrahamt

Peter, John and Jonas. Of these the first named lived in
East Cocalico township, and had eight children. The second
lived near Manheim borough, and had two sons; the third
left one son in Iowa, and the last named resided nea r &hoo
neck, and left one daughter, wife of Henry B. Erb.

There was a Peter Eby who settled in Upper Leacock
township, and married a Roland. His falnily consisted of
eight children: Peter, Samuel, Henry, John, Da vid, Chris
tian, Andrew, Ann, wife of Abm. Wenger. The two oldest,
Peter and Samuel, served in the Revolutionary war, under
Capt. Roland, and were present in the American army when
the British took New York, in 1776. Samuel afterwards
married and resided in Leacock township, and followed farm
ing. He left four children, Samuel, Jonas, Barbara, wife of
Wm. Good; Elizabeth, wife of John Good.

15
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His BO!l1, Jonas Eby, married a Line, and his family con..
sists of three children, viz: Samuel Eby, a justice of the
peace, surveyor and scrivener, and banker, residing in Eliza.
bethtown; Isaac, and Lavina, wife of Martin Leber.

There was also Isaac Eby, of Leacock township. father of
Major Christian Eby, who at one time was the owner of
Roland's mill, where Theodorus settled, and adjoining which
some of hts descendants still live.

Jacob $. Eby, who resides on a farol in Upper Leacock
township, Ithat has been in the name for about a century, is
the son oft Jacob, and a grandson of Daniel Eby.

Moses a.nd Joel Eby, of Intercourse, are said to be of the
same branch as Jacob S. Eby, although they write their
names Eaby.

There 'ras also Christian Eby, of Rapho township, lately
deceased, ~ho followed farming and milling, and who left a
family of !well-doing children, among whonl are Jacob and
George. I

The on~y descendants of Samuel Eby, who lived about
two miles south of Manheim, are a daughter, married to
Henry Kurtz, of Mt. Joy borough, and a daughter married
to . Eber]y, of Olay township.

EOKM.+\N, JOH~, a member of the Legislature in 1794.
I

EDIE, ~OHN, elected State Senator in 1792.

EDW4RDS, THOS., a member of the Legislature in the
years 172~, 17?O, 1731, 1732, 1735, 17~6 and 1739.

EHLE~, JOHN, elected sheriff of Lancaster county in 1842.

EHRE~FRIED, JOSEPH, was born in the city of Mayence,
in Hesse !Darmstadt, Germany, on the 25th of December,
1783. Hjs parents were members of the Roman Catholic
faith, and I designed him for the priesthood, and sent llirn to
school to be educated for this purpose. At the age of nine
teen he left his native country, and emigrated to America
about 18~2. He began his career in this country as a
school te:icher, in 1803, in the "Grove School House," in
East Donegal township, Lancaster county.. Not long after
t"his period Mr. Ehrenfried received the situation of transla
tor and brk.keeper in Albright's printing establishment, in
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the city of Lancaster, where he acquired a practical know..
ledge of the" art preservative of all arts;" and in 1808, in
connection with William Hamilton, he established the
Volksfreund~ a German paper, which he disposed of to John
Baer, in 1817, by whose sons the paper yet continues to be
published. He continued in the establishment of Mr. Baer
.a.s editor, translator and compositor for twenty years, during
which time he translated into German" Buck's Theological
Dictionary," and published in German the works of Dietrich
Phillips; wrote and published in German" Ehrenfried's 001
loquial Phrases," besides a num.ber of other works.

About 1837 he made two visits to his native country, and
after his return he removed to Harrisburg, the capital of the
State, and published the Vaterland's Waechter j and during
the administration of Governor Ritner, he held the office of
German State printer. He subsequently established the
Friedensboten, a German newspaper, at Allentown, Palo, which
he disposed of some time thereafter, and accepted the office
of Deputy Register of W ills, of Lancaster county, in 1845,
which he· filled until the autumn of 1860, performing the
duties thereof entirely to the satisfaction of his superior
officer anu the con1ffiunity at large, and retiring only at the
dictation of age and increasing infirmity.

In 1809 Mr. Ehrenfried married Mrs. Ann Smi~h, formerly
Miss Ann Hubley, a daughter of Bernard Hubley, esq., of
Lancaster city, and had celebrated both his silver and his
golden wedding days, an event that happens to so few in pro
portion to the number of marriages. About th~ year 1816
he became "a receiver of the doctrines of the New Church
(Swedenborgian), through the instrumentality of Professor
Frederick Damish, a Saxon music teacher, a congenial and
intimate friend. In 1835 or 1836 he became connected with
the "Lancaster New Jerusalem Society," and held the office
of president for twenty years. In t'he welfare of his church
Mr. Ehrenfried always manifested a deep interest, as did he
also in that of the church at large. He was cotemporary
with Darnish, YOULlg, Girling, and Keefer.

Mr. Ehrenfried died lYlarch 6th, 1862, in the 79th year of
his age. In his conduct and deportment he was one of the
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meekest of men, was most highly esteemed by all classes of
citizens, and we hazard the assertion that he died without
an enemYi He was an industrious and working man, and
in additi9n to his usual vocation did much in compiling
and trans~ating from the English into the German language.
Only a shprt tirne before his death he was engaged in the
translatio~ of Noble's Lectures, for the Monatschrift.

The fo*owing, as illustrative of his entire rectitude of
principle, ,Ideserves to be recorded. Having proved unfor
tunate, hel became involved in debt, and all his property
passed fr$m his hands. After living in Harrisburg and
having retained a footing, be visited Lancaster and gave
public an ouncement in the papers, that he would meet his
creditors ,n a certain day, and pay them his indebtedness,
at a Plact' specified. He met his creditors, according to
announce ent, and paid all his debts, great and small, and
from that, day forth acted upon the scriptural injunction,
" Owe no ~an anything."

EICH~OLTZ,HEJ\"'R,Y, was, in September, 1818, appointed
Prothono~ryof the Supreme Court of the Lancaster district t

in the room of John Ho~ dect'\ased.

EIOHItOLTZ, JACOB, was born in the borough of Lancas
ter, in th~ year 1776, and shortly after the declaration of
American Independence. He, in after years, congratulated
himself in having the fortune to be born an American instead
of a Briti subject. His parents were of German ancestry,
and havi g a large family, were not in circumstances to
afford the subject of our notice more than a limited English
education. His father and three of his brothers bore arms
in th'e str~ggle of the American Colonies for independence.
At the eatly age of seven years, he showed signs of that
inborn tri't which, in after-life, enrolled him as a painter of
wide repu e, and rendered him a marked man in his day.
It was as child up in his father's garret with a piece of red
chalk, that he was in the habit of delineating the infantile
specimensi' of his art upon the walls; but his father was
unable to !appreciate the budding genius, and little heeded
these monitions of superior intellect. Besides a few lessons

. obtained from a sign painter, young Eichholtz received
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no instruction in that art for the knowledge of which his
whole soul was aspiring; and he, in after years, was in
the habit of remarking the intense agony that seized him
when the sad tale of the sign painter's suicide was brought
to his ears, occasioned by unrequited love. All the bright
hopes that had da1rvned upon his youthful vision seemed
in this occurrence as buried forever. Sadness for a time
seated itself upon the throne of his spiritual existence, and
but blank grief seemed to be invited in the prospect of his
future career. The instruction in painting he had already
received was but as nothing, but the little seed had been
sown in a fertile soil.

He was next apprenticed by his father to learn the cop
persmith business, and whilst engaged in this business, his
predilection was still showing itself in the sketches of his
fellow apprentices pictured on the walls of the shop with
charcoal. After the expiration of his apprenticeship, he
began business as a coppersmith upon his own account; but
ever and continually the ruling passion of his inner life wae
manifesting itself. Ohance, as it werp, brought a painter to
Lancaster, and this formed a pivot of his after career. He
now had an opportunity to gather from this painter all the
information of which he was in possession as regards the art
,of his aspirations. Prior to this period, he says: "I had
made some rude efforts, with terrible success, having noth..
ing more than a boot.jack for a palette, and anything in the
shape of a brush, for at that time brushes were not to be had
·even in Philadelphia. At length I was fortunate enough
to get a few half-worn brushes from Sully, when on the eve
-of his departure for England. This was a great feast for
me, and enabled me to go on until others were to be had."

Having by this time a fan'.ily of several children, he
hesitated the abandonment of the coppersmith business for
that of painting, not being full)T convinced of the peouniary
result that might follow such a step. To attempt to support
his family by painting, seemed hazardous, and his prudent
nature forbade a doubtful enterprise. He therefore still car
ried on the business of his trade, and alternated his'time be
tween coppersmithing and painting. The specimens of his
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skill as painter went forth, and his reputation steadily
grew. B1is shop became the resort of the fashionable and
wealthy. t'It was no unusual thing for him to be called out
of his 8ho to ~ee ~ fair l~dy who desired he~ pictu~e painted..
The copp· rSffiIth ImmedIately became the face painter. At
length his patronage in the career of his choice enabled him
to abandon the coppersmith business and devote all his time
to painting.' His fame as a painter spread, and he was called
upon by the highest magnates of America to' have their

likenesses' painted. Among others he painted a portrait of
Nicholas Biddle, President of the United States Bank.

He was now urged by a friend, vvho appreciated his
superior abilities, to visit Boston, then the seat ·of the Ameri
can fine arts. He resolved to act upon this suggestion. He
visited B9ston, and was accorded a handsome reception by
gentleme~ who were able to nppreciate his skilL He took
with himia specimen of his workmanship, and called UpOE.

the emin~.nt painter, Stuart. Of this interview, Eichholtz
says: "Here I had a fiery trial to undergo. My picture was
placed alongside of the best of his hand, and that lesson I
considered the best I had ever received. The cornparison
was, I thought, enough; and if I had vanity before I went"
it all left me before my return." Stuart, however, assured
him that he should not be discouraged, and that the speci
men of his skill warranted his perseverance.

Upon h~s return, finding his native town too small to sup
port a painter, he ren10ved to Philadelphia, where, by an
incessant· practice of ten years and constant elnployment, he
gathered a COD1petence, and afterwards returned to his native
town. He died May 11th, 1842.

The follpwing is a copy of Sully's account of his first
meeting w'ith Mr. Eichholtz:

"When Governor Snyder was elected I was employed by Mr. Binns
to go on to Lancaster and paint a portrait of the -new chief magistrate
of the State. Eichholtz was then employing all his leisure hours, stolen
from the manufacturing of tin kettles and coffee-pans, in painting; his
attempts were hideous. He kindly offered me the use of his painting
room, which I readily accepted, and gave him, during my stay in Lan
~aster, aU the professional information I could impart, (in that interim
he had visited and copied Stuart). I was much surprised and gratified.
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I have no doubt that Eichholtz would have made a fir5t-rate painter,
had he begun early in life, with the usual advantages.

In my intercourse with Eichholtz I have admired in him a man of
frank, simple and unpretending manners, whose conversation marked
hi~ good sense, and whose conduct evinced that propriety which has led
to his success and ultimate independence. Mr. T. B. Freeman informs
me that, in 1821, he saw at Harrisburg a portrait, by Eichholtz, which
excited his curiosity; and going to Lancaster, called upon him and
invited him to Philadelphia, where the first portrait he painted was
Freeman's, and soon afterwards Commodore Gales." Dunlap's Hz"story
of the Arts of Design, Vol. II, p. 228.

EICBHOLTZ, LEONARD, was an innkeeper, and kept the
tavern with the sign of the" Bull's Head." He w~s father
of Jacob Eichholtz, the painter, and died April 26th, 1817,
in the 67th year of his age. He had been for many years an
elder of 'l'rinity Lutheran church, and a highly esteemed
and respected citizen.

ELLMAKER, AMOS, 'son of Nathaniel Ellmaker, was born
February 2nd, 1787, in New Holland, Lancaster county, Pa.
Giving early indications of marked ability, his fatber deter
mined upon giving hirn a first·class educatjon, and for this
purpose sent him to Yale Oollege, where he finished his col
legiate career; afterwards he completed his law studies at
the' celebrated law school, under Judge Reeves, at Litch
field, Connecticut.

He began the practice of his profession at Harrisburg,
und was not long in establishing himself in his profession..
In 1816 he married Mary R., daughter of Thomas Elde~,

esq., of that place. He was an officer in the army that
marched from Pennsylvania to the defence of Baltirnore, in
the war of 1812. He ,vas appointed Prosecuting Attorney for
Dauphin county, and was elected three times from the same
county a member of the l:louse of Representatives. In 1814
he was elected a member of Congress, but declined to take
his seat, having been appointed President Judge of the dis
trict composed of the counties of Dauphin, Lebanon and
Schuylkill. He resigned his judgeship and was appointed
.A.ttorney·General of the OOIDlnonwealth of Pennsylvania,
which position he also resigned, and afterwards, in 1821,
removed to Lancaster, where he began the practice of his
profession. Here, as a lawyer, he met with extraordinary
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success, and retired from his labors in independence. He
was the candidate of the Anti-Masonic party for Vice Presi
dent of th~ United States, in 1832. In 1834 he received the
next highiest vote to James Buchanan for United States
Senator, when the latter was elected. He died November

28th, 185~.
Amos llmaker possessed, in a considerable degree, the

particular characteristics of his father. He was no courter
of popular favor, but on many occasions, when proffered,
he refused to accept distinguished stations. Upon the acces
sion of James Monroe to the Presidency, Mr. Ellmaker was
tendered the appointment of Secretary of War, a post for
which he "fas admirably qualified, but which he promptly
declined, notwithstanding the urgent solicitations of his
friends to iaccept the same. He preferred the quiet enjoy..
ments of private life to all the pomp and consequence of
pfficial position.

.Mr. Ellmaker possessed, in an eminent degree, those
characteristics that go to make up the soul of a great man.
In addition to a vast fund of information on all subjects, he
possessed a lively, social disposition, that made his presence
pleasing to all; and no one had more of that elevation of
mind and tenerosity of soul which distinguish nlen of rare
endo'\imen~s, than he.

In all tne relations and positions of life, he was a Inodel
worthy of i imitation. He was distinguished for great COUf

tesy to the younger members of the profession', and was
ready at all times to take by the hand young lueu struggling
to rise by their own industry and merits. As a lawyer, he
always advised the settlement of differences by amicable
.adjustmen~, without resort to legal means; and many there
are who, h~ving taken his advice, escaped the costs and har
assing attendance upon courts fronl protracted and ruinous
law-suits. l.As counsel, his effort always was to have the
parties to ~ettle their difterences among themselves, although
such advice was against his interest as an attorney. But he
took it be his duty to guard the interests of his client,
and not look upon him as a bird caught in a snare to be
plucked.
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,

He entertained the highest regard for strict integrity, and
no one devoid of this trait of character could secure his con
fidence or friendship. His associates must be free even from
the suspicion of a lack of principle. He regarded honesty
as the foundation of human excellence, but with those lacking
this .ingredient of character, he chose to have little inter~

course, as they were unable to command his esteem.
He took a lively interest in all the political movements of

the day; and although not conspicuous as a politician, yet
his views and opinions had great weight in controling the
course of public affairs. Indeed, his sentiments in all the
movements of the Anti-Masonic and Whig parties were
anxiously sought for and highly respected. His judgrnent
was rarely at fault, and his inflexible honesty and steadiness
of purpose caused his counsels always to be regarded as
wisdom. He continued to enjoy the esteem and high con
sideration of his nunlerous friends unimpaired until his death.
Nathaniel Ellmaker, esq., son of Amos Elhnaker, has for
many years been one of the leading lawyers of Lancaster.
His Orphans' Oourt business is, perhaps, the largest of any
lawyer at the Lanc~ster bar.

ELLMAKER, LEONARD, emigrated from Germany and
settled in Earl township, in 1726. His son, Nathaniel Ell..
maker, was elected a mernber of the Pennsylvania State Sen..
ate in 1796. He was noted for his indomitable persever
ance, independence, integrity and love of truth, and bore the
reputation of being a man of considerable ability.

ENGLE, HENRY 111., a leading farmer and fruit grower of
East Donegal township, Lancaster county. He was one of
the first in the county who began fruit growing as a busi
ness pursuit. He was elected President of the Agricultural
and Horticultural Society, in January, 18ti9, a position he
has held by annual reelections up to the present time. He
was elected a member of the Legislature in 1870, receiving
the support of both political parties. Mr. Engle bears an
unimpeachable reputation for honesty, entertains no politi.
cal aspirations, and becarue a candidate for office, on the
occasion above referred to, s~mply in deference to the wishes
of friends.
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*ERB FA ~,1ILY. Nicholas Erb, the first known ances tor
of this name, came to America with his family in the year
1722. He was a Swiss by birth, and, it is said, his father
desired him to become a Catholic priest, but he joined the
Mennonites and left his native country on account of religious
persecutions. He resided for some time, before emigrating
to this coilntry, at a place called "Wester vValter Hoff."
Where this place of temporary residence was located, is not
known. In all probability it nlust have been a farm on the
outposts of sonle province in Germany that had dangerous
neighbors, a:ad the time Inust have been somewhat turbu
lent, as it is known that he lived under the promised protec
tion of his Lord or Superior, and in case of an unexpected
attack, it had been agreed that he should give notice by
£ring a gup. It is also related that, either to try the effi
ciency of ~be signal or t 11e faithfulness of his landlord, he
:fired the gun, and in a short time had the satisfaction of see
ing bis protector, with his retainers, coming to his assistance
as fast as Horses could bring them.

He settl~d on Hammer creek, in Warwick township, near
where thel mill, lately o,vned by David Erb, one of his
descendants, now stands. He was a farmer .by occupation.
He had a family of five children-four sons and one daugh
ter; the latter married to a Johns.

John, eldest son of Nicholas Erb, came to America with his
father, married a Johns from Leacock township, lived for
some time with his father, but subsequently moved near to
Manheim, where he died. His children were: Jacob, Johnt

Christian, Daniel, Peter and :Nlagdalena.

Nicholas Erb, second son of Nicholas Erb.
Christian Erb, third son of 'Nicbolas Erb.
Jacob Erb, a prominent clergyman in the United Brethren

congregation, stationed at the Otterbein church, in Balti
more, and frequently presiding elder, is a descendant of either
Nicholas or Christian.

Jacob Erb, fourth son of Nicholas Erb, resided on Ham
mer creek~ in Warwick township, where Erb's mill now
stands. He was a leading man among the (Jerman popula.

jContributed by Levi Reist, esq., of Warwick.
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tion in the northern part of this county fi"om 1760 to 1790.
He ,vas a member of the Legislature when it sat in Phila
delphia in 1787, 1788, 1789, and 1790. He had two sons,
John and Christian.

Magdalena E~b, daughter of Nicholas Erb, married to a
Johns, of Leacock township.

Jacob Erb, son of John, and a grandson of Nicholas Erb r

resided near the Mouth of Cocalico creek; had three sons,
John, David and Emanuel. The two former settled in York
county, Pennsylvania, and Emanuel kept the homestead.
He had one son, Jacob, who still owns the home place, to
gether with some five or six hundred acres of land in War..
wick and West Earl townships, and is extensively engaged
in farming and stock-raising.

Joh11 Erb, son of John and grandson of Nicholas Erb, had
one son also named John, who settled in Canoy township,
from whence he moved to Linn county, Indiana, with all
of his family except Christian S., who now resides in Canoy;
It business man, justice of the peace, and bank director.

Ohristian Erb, son of John and grandson of Nicholas Erb,
'born February 6th, 1755, died August 1st, 1812, resided in
Warwick township, about on,e mile north of Litiz; and was
married to Anna Bomberger, born February 8th, 1752, died
Septernber 17th, 1823. She is reputed to have been a stately
and prim old lady, who, being a Mennonite, wore her dresses
plain, but of rich materials, with a snowy kerchief and cap.

o She was well versed in the Scriptures. They had two sons:
Christian and Jacob, between whom their father's place was
divided-and a daughter, married to Henry Hostetter, who
moved to Hanover, York county, Pennsylvania. Christian,
the eldest son, moved to the neighborhood of Dayton, Ohiot

having sold his part of the farm.
Jacob Erb, the younger 'Bon of Christian, a.nd great grand

son of Nicholas Erb, born March 7th, 1781, resided the
greater part of his life o~ the old farm, subsequently moved
with his son Henry to Penn township, and afterwards into
Manheim township, about one mile north of Lancaster, where
he died. He was an active business man in the earlier part
of his life and carr.ied on farming and distilling. He was
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married Elizabeth Becker, who, dying young, left him a
family of seven s~all children to raise, which parental duty
he perforInjed in the most comlnendable manner, never marry
ing the se¢ond time. lIe no doubt inherited his mother's
taste as to ~Idress, and was known as " gentleman Erb." He
became a Iinember of the Legislature in 1833-34 and 1834
35, serving two terms. He was elected on the Anti-Masonic
ticket, but i declined to follow the ultra men of that party in
their extreme measures (of whom Thaddeus Stevens, at that
time also ih the House, was one), and became classed with
those calling themselves National men. His children were
Ann, marrted to Christian Kauffman, moved to Ohio, who .
had four s~ns in the Union army. Henry, married to Eliz
abeth Spidkler, now living in Manheim township with his
son-in-law,IJacob Myer. Sarah, married to Joseph Bornber
ger, lives i~ Curnberland county, Pennsylvan~a,and whose
son, Jacolj, Bomberger, was a member of the Legislature
from that ~ounty in 1872. Eliza, married to Elias Eby, ex..
sheriff. Cifttharine, married to David Witwer, moved to
Franklin c?unty. Levi, married to Mary Trissler, now re ..
siding at qolumbia furnace; Virginia, and Mary, married to
Elias Bom~erger, living in Maryland.

Dani~l.E!rb, son of John, and grandson of Ni.cholas Erq,
had four sons: John, Joseph, Daniel and Jacob. ':rhe first
named was'a minister of the old Mennonite persuasion, and
moved many years ago to Cumberland county. Joseph had
one son, Daniel S., who resides in Penn township, and fol
lows farmilg. Daniel has three sons, David W:, Daniel 'Y.,
and John. The old home place that has been In the famIly
for over a century, is owned by Daniel W.; and Israel G.
Erb, esq.,1rising young man in the neighborhood, is the
Bon of Dav·d W.

Peter E !b, son of John, and grandson of Nicholas Erb,
had four sbns: Isaac, Jacob, Christian, and another who
moved to Canada. Isaae had three sons: Henry, Samuel and
Isaac, who live in Lebanon county.

Magdale:qa Erb, daughter of John, and grand.daughter of
Nicholas Etb, married a man named Gingrich, whose family
moved to Erie county, Pa.
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John Erb, son of Jacob, and grandson of Nicholas Erb
I

had several sons; one of them, named after himself, who
lived in Elizabeth townsllip, near Durlacb, was a miller and
farmer, and kept the tavern where, for lnany years, the
elections were held; was a prominent politician from 1825
to 1840; filled the office of County Commissioner from 1833
to 1836, where his economical managelnent of county affairs
made him popular. He was also a candidate for sheriff in
1833 on the same ticket with Gen. David Miller. He had
four children: Hiram, now residing in Lebanon county;
John E., residing in Litiz; Henry B., residing near Schooneck;
and a daughter, married to Geo. Steinmetz, residing on the
old place, now in Clay township. His sons are all intelligent
and well to do men; John B. follows surveying and
scrivening, and served many years as a justice of the peace
while living in Clay township.

ESHLEl\fAN, DAVID G., was born and raised in Stras
burg township,! Lancaster county. He graduated at Dick
inson College, Carlisle, in the year 1840. He entered, as a
student of law, the office of John R. 11ontgomery, esq.) and
was admitted as a member of the bar in 1842. After coming
to the bar he was not long in establishing himself in his

1St1~a8burg township was established before or abo~t the time of the
creation of the county of Lancaster. As it was established, it included
the township of Paradise, which has since been cut off. The part that
still retains the original name ,vas settled chiefly by Swiss l\fennonites,
who emigrated by way of IIolland, froln 1710 to 1i25. The descendants
of the early settlers are still to be found in the to,vnship, such as the
Herrs, Groffs, Eshlemans, Brenenlans, Neffs, Lefevres, Kendigs, Brack
bills, Brubakers, Buckwalters, Leamans, Howrys, Millers, Lantzs, Hos
tetters, Myers, &c., &c.

The buildings and improvements of all new communities seem to
pass through formations similar to the geological primary, secondary,
and tertiary, before they become permanent. In this county "Te have
pretty generally reached the tertiary period. Many buildings of the
secondary period remain, however, and occasionally we find remaining
one of the primary period. Of this class there are several of minor
importance in the township of Strasburg, three of which are deserving
of notice.

One of them, perhaps the oldest large house in the county, is situate
about a mile east of the borough of Strasburg, and in the occupancy of
Dr. Abraham Eshleman. The old portion of the house was finished in
the first decade of the 'last century, and the "new end" was finished in
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profession, to the duties of which he has applied himself
with great assiduity up to the present time.. He was one of
the representatives from Lancaster county, in the Legisla
ture, during the sessions of 1848 and 1849.

Mr. EshleJIlan has always been a close and industrious
student, an«ti he justly ranks amongst the best read members
of the Lanbaster bar. His mind is of a juridical cast, and·
his opinione upon critical points of law are frequently sought
by the other members of the profession. In 1871 he was
the Democratic candidate for judge of the several courts
of Lancast~r county.

EVAN~, DAVID, was born in Manheim township, Febru
ary 21st, 1~27. His father was of Irish, and his mother of
German de~cent. He was sent by his parents to the common
schools of ~he neighborhood, and acquired a knowledge of
the branchbs then custonlary to be taught, viz.: readin,g,
writing ant arithmetic. When about thirteen years of age,
he attendet a quasi select school, taught by a man named
Sutherlandi, and here he began the study of the advanced
branches of an education. He worked on the farm and also
aided in th~ butchering business, which was the trade of h~s

father. I

He earlY[ evinced a great fondness for reading, and pro-
1741. It is a~ present occupied by the fifth generation, as a family resi
dence, of the family now represented by Jacob Eshleman, or Paradise,
Dr. Isaac S. jEshleman, of Philadelphia, Dr. Frank Eshleman, of Down
ingtown, Dr.! Abram Eshleman, of Strasburg, Benjamin Eshleman, of
East Lampetkr, and David G. Eshleman, esq., of Lancaster.

On the adjoining farm stands an old mill, one and a half stories high,
with a saw-mill attached. The first pair of French burrs introduced
into Lancast~r county are still in use in that mill. The mill was built
in the early l~art of the last century, by Jacob Eshleman, and although
of such dim.inutive and insignificant appearance now, that it would
scarcely attrd,ct the notice of a traveler, it was considered of sufficient
consequence,! at the time of its erection, to be called "Eshletuan's big
mill."

About one!and a half miles south of the borough of Strasburg, ()n
the road to New Providence, just beyond the residence of the late Jacob
Neff, stands the old mansion house of the Neff family. This house was
erected in tJie second decade of the last century.. It stands up on a
knoll, which'rises abruptly from the banks of Beaver creek, and is
remarkable on account of its position and its antiquated and venerable
appearance.
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curedfor himself and read some of the most valuabIe and useful
books. When about

'
twenty years of age, he began teaching

common schools, which pursuit he followed for some years.
Not long after this, he entered as a student, the Strasburg
academy, then taught by Rev. D. McCarter. The last year
he attended at this institution, he was employed in the capa·
city of an assistant teacher, and taught the lower classes.
After leaving this place, he attended for some time at the
White Hall academy, in Cumberland county, Pennsylvania,
and next entered the Sophomore class in Franklin and Mar
shall college, where he graduated in 1858, obtaining a divi
sion of the Marshall bonor with a classmate named Theodore
Fisher. His theme on cornmencement day, was" the Consti.
tution of the United States."

He began teaching in Perry county, Ppnnsylvania, in
September of the same year in which he graduated. He
was married in the following month, and in February, 1859,
was appointed County Superintendent of Common Schools
of Lancaster county, in the room of Rev. John S. Crum
baugh, deceased. He was elected to the same office in May,
1860, by the Directors' Convention, and thrice reelected in the
years 1863, 1866 and 1869. He held the office up to the
1st of June, 1872. 1

EVANS, JAMES, was born in Little Britain township,
Lancaster county, in 1791. In 1812 he moved to the
borough of Lancaster, and in 1814 entered into partnership
with his brother, Robert, in the dry goods business, and so
continued to act as partner with him up to 1824. Prior to

. removing to Lancaster he had himself engaged, in the vicinity
of his birth, in the mercantile business, individually, for
about one year and a half. In 1824, having established a
wide reputation for business sagacity, he ,vas elected cashier
of the Lancaster Bank. Dr. F. A. Muhlenberg"was at that
time President of the Rank. This position of cashier Mr.
Evans held for a number of years. March 7th, 1842, he was
elected President of the same Bank, and this office he held

1 When Mr. Evans entered upon the duties of his office, in 1859, the
average salary of male teachers in the county was $27.37, and of female
teachers $24.18. In 1870 the average salary of males was $38.85, and of
females 34.44.
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until Nov~mber 22d, 1849. During the time he officiated as
President ~f the institution, he managed its affairs with great
:financial success; all this time it was in the highest degree of
credit, andl its notes passed at par throughout the whole
country. [ndeed, it is but the truth when it is said, that to
him the iD~titution owed its prosperity, credit and financial
success. From the time Mr. Evans ceased to be the head of
the institujtion, the downfall of this old and reliable bank
dated its olrigin.

James E!vans was a man of strict integrity~ of irreproach
able and upright conduct, and universally esteemed and rea
spected bj his fellow citizens. He was a man of a very
generous n~ture, liberal in his charities when worthy objects
presented t,hemselves; yet he gave in no ostentatious man
ner, and sought rather that his gifts should be kn0'Yn only
by the reci~ients thereof.

As a man of business, he was shrewd and penetrating;
and it is not too much to say, that he had no superiors as to
business q1,l.alities in the county, and but few, if any, in the
State. In ~is opinions he was very liberal and high·toned,
and never permitted difference of views to mar social rela
tions betw~enhimself and his associates. He was no aspirant
for public 'office, aHd though this was within his reach, he
rather shrlp.nk from cares of this character, devoting his
attention simply to business affairs. He died October 12th,

1864. I

EVANS, ROBERT, brother of James Evans, was born in
tittle Britain township, October 4th, 1791. His father,
John Evarls, was one of the early settlers of Lancaster
county, ha ing emigrated from Wales about the year 1740.
Having re eived the rudiments of an education, customary
in his day, he was apprenticed, on the 24th of November,
1807, to M cbael Gundaker, (a leading merchant of Lancas·
ter), to learn the mercant.ile business; and, after serving
three year~, he married Anna Margaret, a daughter of Mr.
Gundaker. i He set up as a merchant in Lancaster, and" con
tinued to f9110w this business to the end of his life. In 1819
he was appbinted by Phineas Ash, W ffi. B. Ross and Peter
Holl, Oommissioners of Lancaster county, to the office of
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County Treasurer, and was twice re-appointed to the
the same office, in the years 1820 and 1821. Amongst those
recommending )fr. Evans to the office of Treasurer, we find
the names of several of the principal leading citizens of
Little Britain township, viz: Jeremiah Brown, Sf., William
Bro,vn, Jererniah Brown, jl', John Kirk, Nicholas Boyd,
(father of the late sheriff Boyd), Timothy Haines, Isaac
Stubbs, vVilliam McCulloch, and Slater Brown. Mr. Evans
served for many years as a director of the old Farmers'
Bank of Lancaster, and acted besides in many fiduciary
posit,ions of trust and responsibility, and was esteemed as·
one of the most useful and influential citizens of his day..
He died November 2nd, 1831, aged 40 years and 29 dayso<
The present Robert A. Evans and Walter G. Evans, esqs.,.
of Lancaster city, are sons of Robert Evans.

EVANS, S~~MUEL, elected Clerk of Quarter- Sessions and
Oyer and rrerminer, in 185'7.

EWING, A. SCOT1', a member of the Legislature in
1849.

EWING, G.ENERAL JAMES, ,vas born about the year 1736,
in Manor t~wnship, Lancaster county. His father had emi
grated from Ireland at an early day, and settled in Manor
township, and when the subject of this notice was but a boy
they removed to Hella~ township, Yark county. At the
age of eighteen he was engaged with his associates in re
pelling the incursions of the Indians. He served in the cam
paign under General Braddock, and was a participant in the
action near Pittsburg, in which that brave but ill-fated offi
cer \vas killed and his arrny routed. James Ewing served
his country in the capacity of a brigadier general, attached
to the flying camp during the Revolution.

In the character of civilian, he was also a prominent and
influential member of society. He was a member of the
Legislature for several years, and filled many other positions
of public trust. He was a man highly esteemed by his fel
l()w citizens, and died in March, 1806, aged seventy years.

EWING, THOMAS, a member of the Legislature in 1739,
1740, 1741 and 1742.

16

•
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FAHNE '~POCK FAMILY.* The Fahnestocks are de..
scenarnts of one Dietrich Fahnestock, who came from

Prussja in ithe year 1724. He had seven sons, viz: Casper,
Peter, Die~rich, John, Benjamin, Daniel, and Borieus; of
the two la~ter no record can be found. Benjamin had two
sons, Geotge and Dietrich, from whom the druggists of
Pittsburg have descended. John had two sons, Jacob and
Henry. Dietrich, ~Tho was a physician, had three sons,
Samuel, D~niel and John, who were all physicians. Casper
had threelsons, Charles, Dietrich and Daniel. Peter had
five sons, ~amuel, Obed, Peter, Conrad and Andrew; the
latter has lr>een a Seventh-day Baptist minister, living at
times at Abtietam, and latterly at Ephrata. Conrad was a
printer, anU published a paper at Harrisburg, during the
.alien and Isedition acts, and being a warm supporter of
Mr. Jeffersbn, was outspoken against the administration of
Mr. Adalns. He was, in consequence, arrested, with others,
,and thrown into prison. It was, however, just upon the eve
()f the elec~ion, and he was released a few days -afterwards.
He had bU1 one son, Peter, who resides at present at ~P?rat.a.

Peter has t~ree sons, Samuel and Reuben, both resIdIng 10

Ephrata to~nship, and John, residing in Ohio.
There arb ~Fahnestocks residing in Lancaster, and also in

Lebanon cfunty, who are no doubt descendants of the same
family. :

. F AHN ESTOCK, DR. SAMUEL, a leading physician of
Lancaster for many years. He practiced medicine in Lan
caster for ~early forty years.

In the a~tumn of 1777, when the wounded soldiers were
transferred 'from Brandywine to the village of Ephrata, the
subject of fhis notice, being about fourteen years of age, by
his unwearied attention and the coolness he displayed,
attracted the attention of General Hand, himself an eminent
physician, iwho advised his father to educate him for a
physician. i The father accepted the suggestion, and his

*Contributed by I. F. Bomberger, of Litiz.
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future career fully justified the prophetic spirit of General
Hand.

As he increased in years and practice he became especially
distinguished for his treatmen.t of fevers, and the remarkable
success that attended the exercise of his skill throughout
the prevalence of an eventful epidemic, won for him the
most flattering encomiums of the distinguished Dr. Rush..
His practice, for many years, extended far beyond the limits
of Lancaster county. He died December 8th, 1836, in the
73rd year of his age.

FAHNEsr~rOCK, WILLIAM M., was a man somewhat
fond of antiquarian research. In 1835 he published a his
torical sketch of Ephrata, together with a concise account
of the Seventh-day Baptists,

FERREE, ISA.A.C, a member of the Legislature in 17~3,

1794, 1802, 1803 and 1804..

FERREE, JOSEPH, a member of the Legislature in 1770,
1771,1772,1773 and 1'774.

FERREE, JAMES B., elected Register in 1839.

FISHEI{, JOSEPI-I W., was born October 16th, 1814, in
Northumbe;land county, Pennsylvania. lie received the
simple rudiments of an English education, and when quite
young was hired out by his parents to work upon a farm till
about the age of fifteen, when he was apprenticed to learn
the tailoring business. In this occupation he spent the early
years of his manhood. In the year 1840 he removed to
Oolumbia, Lancaster county, where he pursued his trade for
several years. In 1848 he was nominated and elected a
member of the House of Representatives. In 1850 he was
elected a justice of the peace, and so entirely did he satisfy
his constituents, that he was l'eelected to the same office in
1855, receiving every vote save six. During the time he
was acting in the capacity of justice of the peace he read law,
and was admitted to the Lancaster bar in 1856, and was not
long in stepping into a fair practice.

He was always an active and leading politician; a Whig
during the existence of that party, and upon its dissolution
he became a Republican. In the campaign of 1860 he took
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a very act~ve part, and assumed the ground that if Lincoln
was electeU and "var resulted, he would enter the ranks in
defence of the flag of the nation. Upon the bombardment
of Fort Sumter, therefore, although over age, he enlisted as
a 'private, ~nd was immediately elected Captain of what was
afterwardsj Company K, of the Fifth Pennsylvania Reserves.
When the ~egiment \vas organized, he was elected Lieutenant
Colonel, arid served with the regiment through the campaign
of 1862, ~nd afterwards participated in the engagements
known as 1he seven days' battles before Richlnond, also at
Bull Run, ~outhMountain and Antietam. He led the heroic
charge, co1sisting of a part of the Fifth and Eighth regiments
of the Referves, and killed, wounded and captured the
Seventh ahd Seventeenth Virginia regiments, in which en
gagement ~ol. Simmons was killed. 001. Fisher was com..
plimented lby Gen. Lemoyne, commanding the division, and
recommended for prornotion by Gens. McCall, J\feade, Rey
nolds and ~emoyne, to a Brigadier Generalship.
Becomi~g Colonel, in course, upon the death of Colonel

Simmons, ~t the second battle of Bull Bun, he was not able
to comma~d the same, owing to injuries received from the
fall of his ~orse. At the battle of South Mountain he left a
sick bed t~ lead his regiment, and he charged with it up the
northern slope of the mountain, and drove the enemy from
the summi~ down the southern and western slopes, and cap
tured a large nurnber of prisoners. He was complimented
b~y· Gens. Meade, Lemoyne and Duryea for the undaunted
heroism c1i~played by him in this engagement, and ,vas again
strongly u~ged by them as "vorthy of promotion. Being
with his regiment in the battle of Antietam, he repulsed an
attack dur~ng the night, of the Fourth Texas regiment, and
drove theni in utter confusion.

He was Itransferred by Gen. Meade from the first to the'
third brig~de, to take con1mand of the latter, which com
mand he r~tained until the close of the third year for which
he had enlikted. He participated in nearly all the battles of
his division l:lntil the close of his term of service. At the
battle of Gettysburg he led his brigade up and took what is

. known as ~ound Top Mountain, and held it. From Gettys-
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burg he crossed, with his brigade, the Potomac, Rappahan
nock and Rapidan; and left his sick bed, against the protests
-of his surgeon,~to participate in the battle of Mine Run, in
November, 1863.

After this battle the arnlY went into winter quarters, and
he had cOlnmand of the post at Manassas Junction, and
remained there till April. After the army got in readiness
he moved his brigade from Culpepper, and was in all the
battles of the Wilderness, and closed bis term of service on
the 30th of May, 1864, with a brilliant victory at Bethesda
church, near where he had participated in his first engage..
ment.

He then left for home, where he arrived about the middle
{)f June, intending to remain. However, upon the invasion
of Maryland and Pennsylvania by the rebel forces, under
Generals Early and Breckinridge, at the urgent solicitation
<>f Governor Curtin, he raised and took command of the
195th regiment, and aided in the defence of the Border
.States, during the one hundred days. He moved with his
regiment up the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, as far as
Hedgesville, in West Virginia. U pan the expiration of the
one hundred days period of service, he urged his men to
reenli.st, and succeeded in inducing about 300 of them to do
so. He then returned home in r\ovelnber, 1864, and in the
following February, was solicited by Governor Curtin to
take command of the 300 men, (before stated to have reen·
listed) and to raise, if possible, sufficient recruits to' cOlllplete
the full strength of the regirnent. This he did, and succeeded
in swelling the regirnent to 1300 men, of which he was com·
missioned Colonel on the 25th of February, 1865. He was
with this regiment in the Shenandoah valley, up to August
of that year, and being transferred to Washington, there
l'emained in cOllllnand of his regirnent up to January 31st,
1866, when the regiment was mustered out and discharged
from service.

During the time he was in the Shenandoah valley, in 1865,
he had the command of a brigade, composed of the 192d,
195th and 214th regiments, and also the 192d and 193d regi.
ments of New York. Being recommended for promotion
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by all the superior officers under whom he served, he was
raised to the rank of Brigadier General, in 1865.

General Fisher participated in about thirty different en·
gagement~ of the war. He was never absent from service
without l~ave of his superior officer, and was never repri
manded for dereliction of duty. In all things he was a
faithful and efficient officer, and won the esteem of both
officers and men. He was frequently detailed to sit upon
courts martial, and was for six weeks president of a board
of examiners, to examine officers for promotion. His highest
ambition, as an officer, was to save his men, and he had the
good fortuee to secure their unlimited confidence and esteem.
Although ne of the strictest disciplinarians in the army, he
neverthele s uniformly treated the 111en under his command
with kindness and respect, and his men were ready to obey
and followl him through every danger.

In the fall of 1866 General Fisher was nominated and
elected a ~ember of the State Senate of Pennsylvania, from
Lancaster ~ounty. He removed to Lancaster city during his
term of Senator, and again actively engaged in the practice of
his profession. In 1871 he was appointed Judge of the
District Cqurt for the territory of 1tfontana, for which place
he left, wi1h his family, about the first of April, 1871.

I FOGLE, GEORGE. The late well-known and highly re
spected Geprge Fogle, of Sadsbury, was ~aptain of a com
pany of tHe Lancaster county militia, in the war of 1812.
He resided on the land of the "rell-known Francis Bailey,
(the printet), and farmed the land. He first volunteered as
a private sbldier, under James Oaldwell, esq., of Bart, but r4

when the company received marching orders, Captain Cald-
well was op the retired list, and George Fogle was chosen to
take his ~lace, in marching the company to Baltimore.
After the ~lose of the war he purchased a farm in Bart

1 George ~'ogle was the son of Jacob Fogle, who emigrated to this
country fro:rn; Germany about the year 1765; whose SOD, Adam, was the
well known A.dam Fogle, esq., who served many years as justice of the
peace in Sadsbury. George Fogle was united in marriage with Barbara~

the daughter of Simon and }Iargaret Geist, of Bart, about the year
1796, and di~d in the year 1854, aged 84 years. J. M. W. Geist, esq.,
of Lancaster~ is the grandson of Simon and Margaret Geist, of Bart.

I
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township, on which his grandson, Joseph Fogle now resides.
His son, John G. Fogle, now resides in Christiana. Jacob
S. Fogle, the eldest SOll, is a respected citizen of Columbus,
Ohio, where he emigrated many years ago. David R.,
another son, is a citizen of Berrien county, Michigan. ()ther
descendants of George Fogle are numerous and respectable
citizens of the neighborhood.

FONDERSMITH, JOHN, elected Clerk of Quarter Ses..
sians in 1842.

FOREMAN, JACOB, a member of the Legislature in 1840,
1841 and 1842.

FORD, GEORGE, was a leading lawyer of the Lancaster bar.
He was elected to the Legislature in 1836, 183'7 and 1839.

FORDNEY, 'VILLIAM B., a retired lawyer, and one who)
whilst in practice, ever ranked amongst the ablest of his pro
.fession. After bis admission to the Lanca$ter bar, in 1829,
his superior abilities soon gave him a front rank in the pro
fession, \vhich he held until his retirement from practice some
years SInce. For several years he acted as prosecuting'3Ittor
ney of Lancaster county. In intellectual capacity he ranked
with Gorge B. Porter, Gorge W. Barton, Thaddeus Stevens,
Reah Frazer, Benjamin Ohampneys, and other brilliant stars
of the old Lancaster bar.

FORNEY, COLONEL JOHN W., was born in Lancaster,
Pennsylvania, in the year 1817. His parents occupying an
humble grade in society, were not in possession'of the means
to afford him more than an ordinary English education. At
the early age of thirteen, he obtained employment in a store
of his native town for a short time, and then entered as an
apprentice the office of the Lancc!Jster Journal, at that period
one of the most influential papers published in Pennsylva
nia. Hugh Maxwell, the proprietor of the Journal, was a
man of renlarkable ability, and one who wielded the edito..
rial pen with singularly rare force. In this office, the sub ..
ject of our notice remained until he attained his twentieth
year, when he purchased the Lancaster Intelligencer, 1 a strong

1 The Lancaster Intelligencer was first issued in 1799 by William and
Thomas Dixon, as a weekly paper, being at first only a small four col
umn sheet. It was regularly published up to 1823, the time of William
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Democrati paper of the county, from Thomas Feran, esq.
A. few yeats afterwards he bought out the Journal and con
solidated the two papers, and made the new paper one of the
ablest and most influential sheets of the county, and one that
exercised ~ powerful influence not only in Lancaster county
but throutthout the whole State. In 1839 he was appointed
Prothonot~ryof the Court of Common Pleas of Lancaster
~ounty,"a ~osition he held for a short time. He remained in
Lancaster, Iabsorbed in his editorial duties, up to the year
1845, whe~ he received the appointlnent of Deputy Surveyor
-of the POI1t of Philadelphia, from President Polk, and re
moved to ihe last named place, the better ~o attend to the
duties of the 0ffice.

Soon af~er his location in Philadelphia, with that enthusi
asm for journalism which has ever seelne€I in him a leading
(;haracteri~tic,he purchased a one-balfinterest in the old Penn
8ylvan~'an newspaper, then the leading Democratic organ of
the State. ; This was in the year 1845. He remain~d asso
ciated wit~ the Pennsylvantt·an until the year 1853.

In Decerber, 1851, h~ was elected Olerk of the House of
Representatives, and renl0ved with his farnily to Washing
ton. This: important and influential position he held during
,the nlemo~able struggle of 1855 and 1856, for the election
of Speaker of the Hop-se, and \vhich terminated in the elec
tion of Kathaniel P. Banks. During those exciting times
Colonel Forney was the presiding officer of the IIou"se, and
the higbly!satisfactory manner in which he performed his
d~tie:, is ~tteste~ by ~ resolution oftere~ by Hon. Joshua R.
GIddIngs, ~enderlng hIm the thanks of the House, for the
ability and[ irnpartiality ,vith which he had presided over the
House durfng the contest. The resolution was passed with
<!>ut a dissellting voice.
Dixon's dea1h, and ,,~as continued after"wards by Mrs. Dixon, assisted
by her pon-i*-la"v, :LVII'. Bedford, and subsequently by Thomas. Feran,
,esq. In l\Ia1lch, 1837, the paper passed into the hands of James H. Bry
.son and .Johil W. Forney, the latter of whom obtained the whole COll

"trol and. ovv)1ership "\\7ithin the year. In Septenlber, 1839, 1\11'. Forney
bought out the J01U'1Utl, first established in 1 ;94, and united it with the
IntelUgf,nCer,i under the title of the Intellz'gence1~and J01J;rnal, at the same
time cOllsideIlal>1~7enlarging it. When, in 1845, Mr. Forney left Lancaster
(or Philadelphia, the paper passed into the hands of l\Ial'Cus D. Hol-
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Subsequently CoL Forney became one of the editors of
the Washington Union, and remained in that position until
·James Buchanan received, at the Den10cratic Convention
held at Cincinnati, in 1856, the nomination for the Presi
dency. He was then elected Chairman of the Democratic
State Central COlnmittee of Pennsylvania, and threw him·
self into the campaign with all his vigor and energy. By
this time Col. Forney had become, and was generally re·
garded, as one of the shrewdest and most sagacious politi..
cians in the Democratic party; and located at Washington,
as he was, in the midst of the leading political minds of the
nation, his influence was of the greatest account in the Presi..
dential contest. He wielded one of the lYlOst fertile pens in
the whole country, and his efforts were all po\verful in behalf
of the Democratic norninee. It is, perhaps, but the truth
when it be said, that to J. W. Forney, more than to any
other man, was James Buchanan indebted for the electoral
vote of# Pennsylvania, alid with it his elevation to the Presi-
dential chair of the United States. .

In 1857 Col. Forney was nominBtted by the Democratic
members of the Pennsylvania Legislature, as their candi..
date for the Senate of the United States, his competitor
being Simon Cameron, a politician of great sagacity and
adroitness. The contest on this occasion was that of Greek
meeting Greek, and the subject of our notice through the
political treason of three Democratic Representatives-Lebo,
\Vaggonsel1er and Manear-was defeated.
brook, as its manager. In the follovving year, the latter became sole
publisher, but in a few months transferred the paper to Franklin G.
1rlay. On January 1st, 1848, l\:Iay tra.nsferred his interest in it to Edwin
W. flutter, who continued his connection with it until July, 1849.
IIutter was succeeded by George Sanderson, who afterwards associated
his son Alfred with hinl in the publication, and these continued it up to
July 18th, 1864. It was then sold to John nL Cooper, H. G. Smith,
William A. Thlorton and Alfred Sanderson~ ,vllo published it under the
firm title of Cooper, Sanderson & Co. N ovenlber 1st, 1866, it passed
into the hands of H. G. Smith and A. J. Steinman, the present editors
and proprietors. August, 1864, the Daz'ly Intelligencer was started by
Cooper, Sanderson & Co., vvhich, with the lVeekly Intelligencer, passed
into the hands of II. G. Smith and A. J. Stehllnan. The Dttily and
lVeekly In/elligenc(31~ yet continues to be puf)lished by tilenl. The Intel
ligencer is Democratic in politics.
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It was ot long after James Buchanan was inaugurated
President, .that a coolness between Col. Forney and himself
became distinctly perceptible. The rupture was by no
means complete, however, for a considerable time, Col. For
ney still i~ccording to Mr. Buchanan his friendship and
sympathY_I Indeed, in the first number of the Press, issued
August, 1&57, he openly and warn11y advocated the adminis
tration poNcy. It was not until the Kansas question became
prominent, that any serious difficulty took place between
them. It Ilwas only when, as he eonceived, Mr. Buchanan
was lendin' the weight of his official position towards the
establishm nt of slavery in Kansas, that Col. Forney took
issue with irn, and at once expressed his views of the mea..
sure and he questions it involved, in his usual forcible
manner.

In December of 1858, Col. Forney was a second time
elected Cle~k of the House of Representatives. During his
residence a!~ the National capital, he started a weekly paper,
entitled th~ Sunday Morning (lhronicle, which was subse
quently turned into a daily paper, and was one of the most
successful Journals ever printed in that city.

In 1861 ~e was elected Clerk of the Senate, a position he
accepted a4d filled with great credit for several years.

During the rebellion Col. Forney was a stern advocate of
the principles of the Union party, and a warm supporter of
the administration of President Lincoln. Upon the death of
the latter, 4e gave his influence and support to his successor,
Andrew Jothnson. This course he continued until upop. the
veto of the IFreedman's Bureau bill by President Johnson, it
became apparent that the ne\v Executive was swerving from
the principles of the party to which he owed his election.

In March, 1871, he was offered by President Grant the
position of bollector of the port of Philadelphia, which he at
first positi~ely declined, but which at the urgent request of
leading men of his party in this and other States, he was
afterwards induced to accept. He discharged the duties of
this office tith marked ability and success. The opinion
entertained'

! amongst th.e business men generally, is, that

PhiladelPhl never before had a more effiCi:nt Collector.
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In personal appearance, Col. Forney is a fine.looking man,
of medium height, dark brown hair, piercing eye and promi
nent features. He has a deep, full voice, which never fails
to command the attention of his hearers. He is not an im
passioned orator, but he is calm, fluent, logic and emphatic
-qualities of which all others are desirable in a political...
speaker. ~"hen rising to address a mass meeting, during a
political campaign, his air is imposing and his flowing strains
of eloquence and captivating declamation leave the impres
sion that he is a man of brilliant conception and rare intel
lectual ability.

As a journalistic writer he is smooth, elegant and ornate,
his sentences presenting a polish and roundness almost
rivaling those of a Gibbon; and yet, at the same time, show
ing that they are the unstudied first effusions of his pen, no
indications of the midnight oil being at all visible in his com
position. But few writers equal Col. Forney in this particu
lar. He seems, in a word, to have reached the acme of
style most captivating and best adapted for the journalist
and newspaper writer. He is a tower of strength in the edi..
torial profession, and his rare mental vigor and complete
mastery of the pen, justly entitle him to be regarded and
styled the journalistic Achilles of the Western Continent.

FORREY, JOHN, was a member of the Legislature in the
years 1816, 1817,1823,1825,1827 and 1828.

1 FOSTER, REV. VVILLIAM, was born in Little Britain
township, Lancaster county, in 1740. He was a son of
Alexander Foster, who emigrated from the north of Ireland
and settled in that township. He graduated at Princeton
College, New Jersey, in 1764-having as his cotemporaries
in that institution, David Ramsey, the historian. Judge Jacob
Rush, Oliver Ellsworth, Nathan Niles and Luther Martin.

llVlr. Foster was succeeded as pastor of Upper Octoraro and Doe
Run, by the Rev. Alexander l\:Iitchell, who was born in 1731, graduated
at the College of New Jersey, in 1765, was licensed pastor in 1767,
and was installed at Octoraro, December, 14th, 1'."85. He had formerly
resided in Bucks county. and came from thence to Chester county. He
was pastor of Octoraro until A.pril, 1796, when his connection with the
church was dissolved. During the last of his thne, troubles arose in
the congregation which continued for several years. He died December

•
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He was Ii ensed to preach by the Presbytery of New Castle,
April 22n~, 1767, and ,vas installed pastor of the Upper Octo
Taro chur4h, October 19th, 1768. lIe also, about the same
time, becdme pastor of the Doe Run Presbyterian church,
on the Strasburg road, in East Fallowfield township, where
he preached one-fourth of histinle. He. married Hannah, a
daughter of Rev. Samuel Blair, of Fagg's Manor, and owned
and resided on a farm' a short distance east of Upper Octo
raro churdh. This farm he purchased December 15th, 1770.
~In the ~evolution Mr. Foster engaged heartily in the

cause of civil liberty, and encouraged all who heard him to
to do their utmost in defence of their rights. On one occa
.sion he w~nt to Lancaster to preach to troops collected there
previous t~ their joining the main army. The discourAe was
so acceptalble that it was printed and circulated, and did
much to atollse the spirit of patriotism amongst the people.

Indeed, :nearly all the Presbyterian clergymen in this
State, at t~at time, were staunch Whigs, and contributed
greatly to '~eep alive the flame of liberty which our disasters
had frequjutlY caused to be well-nigh extinguished in the
long and unequal contest; and but for them it would often
have been ,mpossible to obtain recruits to keep up the forces
reguisite to oppose the enemy.

It ~"as aj great object with the British officers to silence
the Presb)1terian preachers, as far as possible; and they fre
quently di,patched parties into the country to surprise and
take priso~ers unsuspecting clergymen. An expedition of
this kind -tas planned against ~fr. :Foster.

The B.ri~ish were ill possession of Wilmington, Delaware,
and sent a party of light-horse frorn thence one Sunday

6th, 1812, at the age of eighty-one years, and was burried in Upper
Octoraro. lIe left no descendants. The Doe RUll church, to which Mr.
Foster and *1'. lVlitchell had ll1inistered one-fourth of their time, was
made a disthtct congregation in 1798.

From 1796 until 1810, the Upper Octoraro church was without a regu
lar pastor, and received supplies from Presbytery.

Septeluberi: 25th, 1816, a call ,vas presented to Rev. Jaliles Latta,
",hich he accepted. He had been licensed at New London, December

. gth, 1809, and ,vas ordained and installed pastor of Octoraro church,
April 12th, 1811. He Inaintained that relation until October, 1850, a
period of forty yea~s, and then resigned.
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evening, to take him prisoner and burn his church. Mr
F03ter received word of it on the morning of that day, ate
Doe Run, and hastening home collected his neighbors, who
removed his family and libfary .into a house remote from
the publIc road. The expedition after proceeding twelve
miles on their way, were informed by a tory that tbeir pur..
pose was known, and that parties of militia ,vere stationed to
intercept theln, and they returned to Wilmington without
accornpanying their object.

Mr. Foster "died September 30th, 1780. He had a high
standing as a minister, and was held in much estimation by
his congreg&tion. They procure4 a tombstone to be erected
over his remains in Upper Octoraro burial ground.

He occasionally received under his care theological
students.. The Rev. Nathaniel 'V. Sample, who was the
esteemed pastor of several churches in Lancaster county for
forty years, was one of his students. After his death, his
family continued for a time to reside on his farm already
referred to. It was sold by his widow on September 4th,
1790, to Joseph Park, esq., and the family removed to west ..
ern Pennsylvania. Henry D. Foster, the Democratic candi
date for Governor of Pennsylvania in 1860, is a grandson.
He is a son of Samuel B. Foster, the eldest son of Rev.
William Foster.

FRANKLIN, COL. E~ILEN, youngest son of Judge Walter
Franklin, was born in Lancflster, April 7th, 1827. After
passing through the select schools of Lancaster, he entered
Yale Oollege in 1845, and graduated in 1847. He thereupon
entered the la,v office of Nathaniel Ellmaker, esg., and after
the usual time of studJ, ,vas admitted to the bar, May 15t4,
1850. He immediately began the practice of his profession,
and in the autumn of 1854 he was elected a member of the
House of Representatives at Harrisburg; and having
served one term, declined a reelection, owing to the shape
that parties had, in the meantime, assumed.

In 1859 he was elected District Attorney of Lancaster, and
discharged the duties of his office, during his term, with
credit to himself and to the satisfaction of his constituents.

Upon the breaking out of the rebellion, being at the time
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the Captain of the old" Fencibles," he volunteered with his
company.fpr the three months' service. In 1862 he raised
the 122d *egiment of Pellnsylv~nia volunteers, of which he
was chos~n Colonel, and which he comnlanded for nine
months, t4e period for which the regiment had been raised.
During th}s period of his service he participated, in com
mand of ~is regiment, in the battles of Fredericksburg and
Chancello~sville. He returned with his regimellt on the 16th
of May, 1863; and in June, of the same year, :upon the inva
sion of PelJlnsylvania b}T Gen. Lee, in obedience to the urgent
solicitation of Gen. Oouch, then commanding the department
of the Susqnehanna, he immediately raised the 50th regiment
of Pennsylvania militia, and in cOlunland of one of the bri..
gades, par~icipated in the movements of that campaign.
With the r~storationof quiet along the borders, these troops
were disch~rged, and Col. Franklin resumed again the prac
tice of his profession. During the fall of 1863 he was nomi
nated and 'I elected register of wills of Lancaster county,

, I

which position he filled during his term of three years.
I

During the period of his official service, and up to this time,
he has been, and is now, engaged in the pursuits of his
profession. I ~

FRANKLIN, THOMA.S E., a member of the Lancaster bar,
and a brother of Elnlen Franklin, has for many years been
recognizedl as one of the leading members of the profession
in Lancast~r county. He was appointed Attorney.. General
of Pennsyltania, by Governor Pollock, in 1855. In 1860 and
1861 he w~s a leading menlber of the National Peace Can..
vention, cdnvened in order to endeavor to avert the calami
ties of thd: impending civil war, which finally deluged
American ~oil with blood.

1 FRAN~LIN, VVAL'rER, was born in the city of New
York, in Webruary, 1773. His father having removed,
during his kinority, to Philadelphia, he there read law, and
was admitted to the bar in 1794. In Januar.y, 1809, he was
appointed, by Governor Snyder, Attorney-General of Penn..

1 Upon the breaking out of the war of 1812, with Great Britain, the
public mind, as always happens in such cases, became instantly crazed,
and insults and contumely were heaped upon those who had the courage
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sylvania, which position he held until January, 1811, when,
upon the death of Judge John Joseph Henry, he was ap..
pointed President Judge of the Courts of COIDlnon Pleas of
the second judicial aistrict of Pennsylvania, which com
prised the counties of Lancaster, Yark and Dauphin, and to
which afterwards were added Cumberland and Lebanon.
This office he continued to fill until his death, February 7th,
1838.

As a judge he was distinguished for' clearness of concep
tion, vigor of mind, and eminent integrity. He discharged
the duties of his position with great satisfaction to the pub
lic. As a jurist, he ranked alnong the ablest in the State..
He was marked by uniform dignity of manner; was in
deportment unvaryingly correct and courteous; and his rare
gentlemanly bearing rendered him a favorite with all classes
of his fellowacitizens.

*FRAZER, BERN.A_RD, was born in Dublin, Ireland, about
1755. When only eleven y~ar~ old he left his father's house
for the purpose of coming to some friends in America, whom,
it appears, he never found. Being well educated for a boy
of his age, he found employment in a country store, owned
by a family in Chester county, named Witherow, with whom
he had his home for several years. During this time he
acquired a knowledge of surveying and scrivening, a business

to raise their voices against the war. The civil authority was in many
places prostrated, and mob law ruled supreme; the most respectable
citizens 'were insulted, and the offices of the press, opposed to the war,
were in many places destroyed. In the midst of this state of excite
mefolt and feeling Judge Franklin delivered a charge to the grand jury
of York county, of which the following is an extJ"act :

"The existing state of our foreign relations, and the sensibility of
the public mind on all questions connected with it, call for peculiar
care in those who are concerned in the administration of justice, to
guard against every occurrence which may have a tendency to promote
a spirit of popular tumult, or of lawless violence.

".A. disposition to riot and commotion may in general be easily sup
pressed, in its first stages, by a proper firmness and decision on the part
of the magistrate; but if neglected, and suffered to gain ground and
extend itself, it soon grows too powerful for the ordinary exertions of
civil authority, and bears down everything before it in a resistless torrent
of rage and desolation. Fear is said to be the basis of arbitrary govern-

*Contributed by Alex. H. Hood, esq. ~
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which he racticed to a considerable extent in after-life. In
1776 he velunteered in a Pennsylvania regiment, and was
present at Brandywine, where he received a bullet in his leg
which lamed him for life, and which he carried with him to
his grave.! In 1786 he came to Strasburg, and was employed
as a clerk lin a store. Soon after this he married Elizabeth,
the daughter of Philip Kessler, the result of which marriage
was a nu~erous and highly intelligent family. He died in
1817, and l

, lies in the Lutheran churchyard at Strasburg.
His widOf died in 1855, aged nearly ninety years. His
sons, Joh~, Samuel and Philip, died vvhile yet young men,
leaving f-ailnilies. vVarren never ,vas married, and died when
about t,ve~ty-fiveyears old. \V"illiarn lived to be over sixty,
and left a fa-mily. Of his daughters, Hannah died unmarried
in 1845; and 1'fary, the ,vife of Alex. H. Hood, ~sq., died in
1851. T't0 of his daughters, Elizabeth) the widow of Captain
Christian ~herts, resiEles in Lancaster; and Angelica, a single
lady, resid~s in Strasburg.

~lr. Fra~er was a very u~eful man in his day. He, and
all his famJily, were remarkable for the beauty of their pen
manship; and in his section of the county, when anything in
that line 'V1as to be done, he was always employed. In hunt
ing up old ~itles, his d'eeds are often to be found, and they fully
justify his traditional reputation.. The few who still remember
him, spea~ of his._ ability as a teacher, a surveyor and a
scrivener, in the highest terms. Philip Frazer, of Philadel
phia; Christian Frazer, of Austin, Texas; and David T.Frazer,
of Venan&o, Pa., are the grandsons who inherit his name.
ment, and vi+vtue the ruling principle in republics. La"vs, and not faction,
should bear I he s\vay in every free country. No condition is more de
plorable tha that produced by anarchy; and experience has abundantly
proved, that of all governments, a mob is the most despotic and san
guinary.

"We are, each of us, deeply interested in avoiding a state of things
so awful and calamitous. Let us unite then in our endeavors to. prevent
the most dis ant approaches to,val'ds it, and let us evince our reverence
for the prin~iples of the institutions of republicanism, by a faithful
adherence "to!, the law, and a strict and impartial execution of it against
offenders of every description. "

The above Iare the utterances of sound wisdom, and such as should be
observed in all civil commotions. Uufortunately, however, the mass of'
mankind nevTer are able to live up to them.
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FRAZER, COL. REAR, was, in his day, one of the leading
lawyers of Lancaster, and a politician who ~xerteda controll
ing influence in his party. He read law in the office of
Amos Ellmaker, one of the luminaries of the bar, and was
admitted a member of the profession in the year 1825. Be..
ing possessed of a very buoyant and impulsive temperament
he was not long in establishing himself as one of the
most conspicuous atto,rneys of Lancaster, and for many
years, and indeed up to a short time before his death, he was

, employed in most of the important cases that came before-'
th,e courts of his native county.

He was ardent and enthusiastic in all he undertook, and
he brought the whole power of his impassioned nature to
the investigation and trial of his cases; evincing during the
whole of the proceedings the same zealous and passionate·
ardor as were he advocating or defending his own individual
case. His was a nature which knew no moderation. In his.
speeches in Court he seemed to have the power to carry the"
day, from his faculty of being able to convince the jury that he
himself fully believed all he uttered and advocated. Th~,.

in short, was one of the great seorets of his success as a legal
practitioner.

For nlany years he was the leading Dem0crat of Lancaster
county, and was known throughout Pennsylvania as the
"Lancaster War Horse." As a politician he was all power
ful with the Inasses, who are ever more swayed by passion
than by argument. Wherever he presented himself eluring
a campaign, the occasion was a signal that called forth the
huzzas and plaudits of the congregated multitude. He died
Decen1ber 30th, 1856.

In the business of his profession, he was very industrious
and persevering; and he prepared and tried his cat;es to the
utmost of his ability. He would seem, however, to a critio
witnessing his impassioned displays before a jury or a polit
ical meeting, as unhewn intellectual marble, lacking symmet..
rical precision and connected systenlatic cohesion. His efforts
were terrific and applause-producing; and he simply bore
off the victory by the herculean might of his inflammatory;
declamation.

17
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FREY,iJACOB F., elected Commissioner in 1856. He was
-elected sheriff of Lancast~r county in 1866.

FRY, SAMUEL, was borB February 12th, 1809, in Ephrata
township, ;Lancaster county. He ,vas a miller by trade, and
carried on the Millport mill for many years. He was a man
of rare b,usiness capacity, and was often by his neighbors
empl0.Yedl:in fiduciary trusts. In 1840 he was elected a jus
tice of th~ peace, and after serving that office for ten years,
he was, inJ 1850, elected Oommissioner of Lancaster county.
He was oie of the board of Commissioners when the new
Court Ho~se was erected. For many years he stood at the
head of the Lancaster Oounty Corn Exchange. He was, for
a time, engaged in the commission business, in Market street,
Philadelphia, in the :firm of Fry, Acheson & Rommel. He
died Octqber 23d, 1868, and he lies buried at the Union
meeting-house, in Warwick township.

* FULTON, ROBERT. rrhe aid of the historian, or biogra
pher, is hardly necessary to preserve the name of Fulton.
He is identified with the age in which he lived, and so long
·as a knowledge of the power of steam remains, tradition
will perpetuate the character and exertions of him who, by
his succes~f'ul application of its po\ver to the purposes of
navigatio*, defied alike wind and tide, and compelled the
elernents ~o bo\v to the genius of man.

Yet, although his memory exists, and will exist until the
unsparing: hand of time shall have S¥lep-t away alike the
records otl his fame and the knowledge of his triulnphs, and
mental darkness shall again obscure the earth, it becomes not
less our dp.ty to render him the praise which is his due, and
to enroll h~s name in our humble volume ~mong the illustri
ous worthles of our native land. Lowly in his origin, needy
in circumstances, and devoid in his youthful career of the
appliances of wealth and the patronage of friends, he pos·
sessed a m~nd and temperament that enrolled him in the ranks
of genius,! and by his self-dependence enabled him to com
mand the lone and disregard the other.

He smoothed for himself the rugged road to power, and

* National Portrait Gallery.
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when standing on its lofty eminence, be relaxed not the toils
by which he had attained his elevation, but

--" gazing higher
Purposed in his heart to take another step."

The father of Robert Fulton was an emigrant from Ireland
to this country. He married Mary, the daughter of Irish
parents by the name of Smith, then settled in Pennsylvania,
and fronl this union Robert was born in the township of
Little Britain, (now Fulton township,) Lancaster county, in
the year 1765, being the third child and' oldest SOil. His
father dying when Robert was little more than three years

old, his means of instruction, which during the lifetinle of
his parent were small, were still more reduced, and to the
town of Lancaster he was indebted for the rudiments of a
common English education. The early bent of his genius
was directed to drawing and painting, and such was his pro
ficiency that, at the age of seventeen, we find him in Phila
delphia pursuing this avocation for a livelihood, and with a
success that enabled him, by strict frugality, by the time he
had arrived at the age of twenty-one, to acquire sufficient
means for the purchase of a small farm in Washington
county, on vvhich, with filial affection, he settled his mother.

In 1786 h~ embarked for England and became an inmate
in the family of his distinguished countryman, Benjamin
West, where he remained several years, and with whom he
formed an intimacy which death alone dissolved.

For some ti'rne after leaving the family of Mr. West, he
devoted himself chiefly to the practice of his art, and during
a residence of two years in Devonshire, near Exeter, he be
came known to the duke of Bridgewater and the earl of
Stanhope, with the latter of whom he was aftewards for a long
time in regular correspondence. About this period he con
ceived a plan for the improvement of inland navigation, and
in 1794 he received the thanks of two societies for accounts
of various projects suggested by him. In 1796 he published
in London his treatise on the system of canal improvement.
The object of this work was to prove that small canals navi
gated by boats of little ,burthen, were preferable to canals
.and vessels of larger dimensions; and to recommend a mode
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of transp rtation over mountainous regions of country with
out the aid of locks, railways and steam engines. This he
proposed[to accomplish by means of inclined planes, upon
which ve~sels navigating the canals should be raised or low
ered froni one level to another through mean~ of some in
geniously contrived machinery placed on the higher level,
by lifting and lowering the vessel perpendicularly. The only
ideas in these projects claimed by him as original, were the
perpendi4ular lift and the connection of the inclined planes
with machinery.

From England, in 1796, Mr. Fulton proceeded to France
and took' up his lodgings at the same hotel with his cele
brated fellow-citizen, Mr. Joel Barlow. Mr. Barlow after
wards reJ1noving to his own house, Mr. Fulton accepted an
invitatio~ to accompany him, and continued to reside in his
family fot seven years. In this period he studied several
modern Janguages and perfected himself in the higher
branches lof mathematics and natural philosophy.

The attention of Mr. Fulton appears to have been early di
rected to ~he application ofsteam to the purpose of navigation.
It is not claimed for him that he was the originator of the
idea, nor that he was first to make the experiment, but it is
affirmed, and justly, that he was the first who successfully
applied this powerful engine to this branch of human indus
try, and 'y his genius and perseverance removed the in..

i cumbrantes which had hitherto obstructed the path and
'contribut~d to those splendid results which we are daily
witnessing, and in which its saving of time has shortened
space, and by bringing the various sections of our beloved
country ~nto more frequent intercourse, has strengthen ed
the Fede~al compact and joined more closely the bonds of
union. This important object was, however, temporarIly
suspended, and in the meantime, in addition to various other
scientific projects, Mr. Fulton embarked in a series of ex
periments, having for their object. the destruction of ships
of war by submarine explosion. The situation of France
at this p~riod, engaged in a war with nearly all the powers
of Europe, and compelled to succumb on the ocean to the
naval superiority of Great Britain, gave a universal interest
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to his scheme, and at once invited the attention of the
French government to the suggestion. A commission was
appointed by Napoleon, then first consul, to examine the
plans and report upon the probability of their success. Ac
cordingly, in 1801 Mr. Fulton repaired to Brest, and there
commenced the experilnent with his plunging boat, the
result of which we find detailed by himself in an interest
ing report to the committee, from which, as related in
Colden's memoir, we gather the following facts:

"On the 3rd of July, 1801, he embarked with three com
panies on board his plunging boat, in the harbor of Brest,
.and descended with it to the depth of five, ten, fifteen, and
so on to twenty-five feet, but he did not attempt to go lower,
because he found that his imperfect machine would not bear
the pressure of a greater depth.. He remained below the
surface one hour. During this time they were.in utter
darkness.. Afterwards he descended with candles, but find...
ing a great disadvantage from their consumption of vital
.air, he caused, previously to his next experiment, a small
window of thick glass to be made near the bow of his boat,
.and he again descended with her, on the 24th of July, 1801.
He found that he received from his window, or rather aper
ture covered \vith glass, for it was no more than an inch
and a half in diameter, sufficient light to enable him to count
the nlinutes on his ,vatch. Having satisfied himself that he
.could have sufficient light when under water, "that he could
,do without a supply of fresh air for a considerable time,
that he could descend to any depth and rise to the sarface
with facility, his next object was to try her movements as
well on the surface as beneath it. ·On the 26th of July he
weighed his anchor and hoisted his sails; his boat had one
mast, a mainsail and jib. There was only a light breeze,
,and therefore she did not move on the surface at more than
the rate of two miles an hour, but it was found that she
would tack and steer, and sail on a wind or before it as well as
,any common sailing boat. He then struck her mast and sails,
to do which and perfectly to prepare the boat for plungingt

required about two minutes. Having plunged to a certain
depth he placed two men at the engine, which was intended
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to give heT progressive motion, and one at the helm, while
he, with a barometer before hirn, governed the machinet

which kept her balanced between the upper and lower
waters~ He found that with the exertion of one hand onlYt
he could ~eep her at any depth he pleased. T~e propelling
engine wa~ then put in motion, and he found upon coming
to the surface that he had, in about seven minutes, made a
progress ~f four hundred meters, or about :five hundred
yards. He then again plunged, turned her around while
under wat-~r, and returned to near the place he began to
move froti. lIe repeated his experiments several days suc
cessively, !until he became familiar with the operation of
the machipery and the movements of the boat. He found
that she was as obedient to her helm under water as any
boat cou14 be on the surface, and that the magnetic needle'
traversed ~,s well in the one situation as the other.

"On the 7th of August Mr. Fulton again descended with a
store of at~osphericair compressed i~to a copper globe of a
cubic foo~ capacity, into which two hundred atmospheres.
were forc~d. Thus prepared, he descended with three com
panions t~ the depth of about five feet. At the expiration
of an hou~ and forty minutes he began to'take small supplies.
of pure aiJr from the reservoir, and did so as he found occa
sion, for f~ur hours and twenty minutes. At the expiration
of this ti i e, he came to the surfa,ce without having experi...
enced any inconvenience from having been so long under
~ater.

" Mr. F lton was highly satisfied with the success of these
experime ts; it determined him to attempt to try the effects.
o{ these iriventions on the English ships which were then
blockading the coast of :France and were daily near the
harbor of Brest.

H His boat at this time he called the submarine boat, or the
plu;nging ~oat; and he afterwards gave it the name of the
Nautilus; - connected with this machine were what he then.
called submarine bombs, to which he has since given the
name of torpedoes.. ~:'his invention preceded the Nautilus..
It was, indeed, his desire of discovering the rneans of apply
ing his torpedoes that turned his thoughts to a submarina
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boat. Satisfied with the performance of his boat, his next
object was to make some experirnents with the torpedoes.
A small shallop was anchored" in the roads; with a b0111b
containing about twenty pounds of powder, he approached
to within about two hundred yards of the anchored vessel)
struck her with the torpedo and blew her into ato~s. A
eolumn of water and fragments were blown from 80 to 100
feet in the air. This experiment was rnade in the presence
of the prefect of the department, Admiral Villaret, and a
multitude of spectators."

The experiments of Mr. Fulton with his torpedoes were
subsequently renewed in England, where, in 1805, he blew
up in 'Valrner roads, near Deal, a Danish brig of two hun
dred tons, provided for the purpose.

On his return to this country he continued his experi.
ments, and in 1807 blew up a large hulk brig in the harbor
of New Y ark. Th~se experiments, however satisfactory to
himself, were not so to the various governments to which
he had offered his services, and his efforts were therefore
productive of no further immediate results than to demon
strate the effect of submarine explosions.

We now recur to an important period of Mr. Fulton's life,
for the purpose of tracing in a connected point of view those
labors, the successful result of which has exercised so bene
ficial an influence on the destinies of the world and on which
rest his own claims to imperishable renown. As early as
1793, as appears by a letter addressed by him to Lord Stan
hope, his attention had been dra\vn to the praeticability of
steam navigation. It does not appear that any experiments
were made by him until the year 1803.

"AmoNg his papers," says Colden, "are a variety of
drawings, diagrams and innumerable calculations, ~Nhich

evidently relate to the subject; but they are imperfect;
most of them are mutilated, and they are without dates, so
that they cannot with certainty be assigned to any period.
They render it very evident, however, that the appbcation
of water-wheels, as they are now llsed in the boats which he
built in this country, was among his first conceptions of the
means by which steam vessels might be propelled."
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It is not, our intention to enter into an examination of
Mr. Fulton~s claims as an originator of this idea; he made
no such pr~tensions. Experiments had been made again and
again by dlfferent individuals, but without success; in some
instances, ihdeed, vessels had been moved by the power of
'steam, but they had only served to prove the fallaciousness
-of each inintion, and to confirm the ignorant in their belief
-of its imp acticability; and until the attempt of Fulton, we
,unhesitatigly assert that the practical establishment of
,navigation i by steam was wanting, and that to him is the
world indebted for its advantages.

How contemptible is that narrow-minded sectional feeling
which in i~s desire to give credit to natives of a particular
-country, ~ould descend to calumny and falsehood for the
purpose of robDing another of his well-earned laurels,
merely because his birth-place was on a different soil.

Genius belongs to the earth at large. It is the property
of the un~verse. It disdains conventional trammels, and
like our otn free eagle, it soars in the boundless space far
above the:! clouds of prejudice and envy, regardless of the
petty storms beneath.

As vvell might the claims of Watt, as an inventor, be dis..
puted, be9ause steam engines were in operation before his
day, as those of Fulton, because others had unsuccessfully
attempted similar experiments; and yet we are told by
Stuart, in his "Anecdotes of Steam Engines and of their
Inventors Iand Improvers," that "there is probably no one
whose nar,be is associated with the history of mechanisnl and
whose labbrs have received so large a share of applause, who
appears tJ have less claim to notice as an inventor than
Robert Fulton."

So alsq in another part of his work, in speaking of Mr.
Fulton's ~ublicationon the subject of canals, before adverted
to, he sa s: "The character of this book was that of its
:author, i contained nothing original either in matter or
;manner.'" We can hardly return the compliment of Robert
.Stuart, in reference to his production, as he is certainly
(entitled to the credit of originality for his idea of Fulton's
,charaeter, and we nlay add that in this thought be stands
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alone. While Mr. Fulton was yet in France engaged in his
experiments with the Nautilus, Robert R. Livingston, esq.,
arrived in that country as an American minister, and an
intimacy at once commenced bet\veen theln. Chancellor
Livingston had previously been engaged in some experi
ments in that country, and in 1798 had procured from the
Legislature of the State of New York, the passage of an act
vesting him with the exclusive right of navigating all kinds
of boats which might be propelled by the force of fire or
steam on all the waters within the jurisdiction of that State
for the term of twenty years, upon condition that he should
within one year build such a boat, the mean rate of whose
speed should be at least four miles an hour.

A boat was accordingly constructed by Mr. Livingston,
in accordance with this act, but not meeting the condition
of the law, the project was for the time abandoned. His
acquaintance with ]-'ulton was the commencement of a new
era in the history of science. It was the union of congenial
spirits-a junction of nlinds alike distinguished for capacitYt
energy and perseverance, and bent upon the same grand
design, and from whose embrace sprang into being the
mighty improvement which, in its influence on human
affairs, has outstripped all other efforts of modern times.

The mind of Fulton was of an order which peculiarly
fitted him for this undertaking; active, inventive and un
yielding, towering in stature, it may be aptly compared to
that of the bard who saw

-" The tops of distant thoughts,
Which men of common stature never saw."

Possessing a keen penetration, a mind also of superior
mechanical order, and thorough theoretical knowledge of
the laws of mechanics, Mr. Livingston was deficient in that
practical information which, with the other qualities, was
united in :Fulton; and on meeting with him, he at once per
ceived the man through whose talents he Inight hope to
accomplish his valuable designs.

It was immediately agreed between them to ernbark in
the enterprise, and a series of experiments v.rere had on a
small scale, which resulted in a determination to build an
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experiment I boat on the Seine. This boat was cOlnpleted
early in the spring of 1803; they were on the point of
making an experiment with her, when one morning as Mr.
Fulton was rising from a bed in which anxiety had given
him but little rest, a messenger from the boat, whose precipi.
tation and ~pparent consternation announced that he was
the bearer bf bad tidings, pres~nted himself to him and,
exclaimed, in accents of despair, "0, sir, the boat has broken
to pieces and gone to the bottom 1" ~rr. Fulton, who him
self related ithe anecdote, declared that this' news created a
despondency which he never felt on any other occasion; but
this was on~y a momentary sensation. Upon examination.
he found th~t this boat had been too weakly framed to bear
the weight ~f the machinery, and that in consequence of an
agitation of :~he river by the wind, the preceding night, what
the messenger had represented had literally happened.
Without re~urning to his lodgings he imlnediately began to
labor with J1tis own hands to raise the boat, and worked for
four and tw~nty hours incessantly, ,vithout allo\ving himself
rest or takipg refi->eshment, an imprudence \vhich, as he
always supppded, had a perrnanently bad efl~ct on his con
stitution, ana to which he imputed much of his subsequent
bad health.

The accidfnt did the machinery very little injury, but they'
were obligeq to build the boat almost entirely anew. She
was completled in July; her length was sixty·six feet, and
she was ei~'ht feet wide. Early in August }Ir. Fulton
addressed a letter to the French national institute, invit
ing thenl to witness a trial of his boat, "vhich ,vas made in
the presence of a great multitude of the Parisians. This
experiment was so far satisfactory to its projectors as to de
termine ther(n to continue their efforts in that country; and
arrangements were accordingly made with Messrs. Watt &
Bolton to furnish certain parts of a steam engine according ~
to the directions of Fulton. ~fr. Livingston also procllred a
reena~tment of the Jaw of 1798, extending the provisions of
that act to Fulton and himself for the tern1 of t,venty years·
from the date of the new act. In 1806 Fulton returned to-
this countr~, and at once commenced building his first.
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American steanlboat. In the spring of 1807 the boat was
launched from the ship-yard of Oharles Brown. The enginet

from England, was put on board, and in August she was
moved by the aid of her machinery from her birth-place to
the Jersey shore. Great interest bad b~en excited in the
public mind in relation to the n~w experiment; and the
wharves were crowded with spectators, assembled to witness
the first trial. Ridicule and jeers were freely poured forth
upon the boat and its projectors, until, at length, as the boat
moved from the wharf and increased her speed, the.silence
and astonishment which first enthralled the immense audi
ence was broken by one universal shout of acclamation and
applause. The triumph of genius was complete, and the
name of Fulton was thenceforth destined to stand enrolled
among the benefactors of mankind:

The new boat ,vas called the Clermont, in compliment of
the place of residence of Mr. Livingston, and shortly after
wards made her first trip to Albany and back, at an average
speed of five rniles an hour. The successful application of
Mr. Fulton's invention had now been fairly tried, and the
efficacy of navigation by steam fully determined. The Cler..
mont was advertised as a packet boat between New York an·
Albany, and continued, with some intermissions, running
the remainder of the season. Two other boats, the Raritan
and Car of Neptune, were launched the same year, an.d a.
regular passenger line of steamboats established from that
period between New York and A.lbany. In each of these
boats great improvements were made, although as yet im
perfect.

In 1811-12 two steamboats were built under the superin
tendence of Mr. Fulton, as ferry. boats for crossing the Hudson
river, and shortly after another of the same description, for
the ferry between Brooklyn and New York. rrhese boats
consisted of two complete hulls, united by a comn~on deck,
moving either way with equal facility, and thereby saving
the nec~ssity of turning. A painful incident as regards the
starting of this boat is as follows: The boat had made one
or two trips across the river, and was lying at the wharf at
the foot .of Beekman street. Some derangement had taken
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place in the machinery, which the chief engineer was engaged
in rectifying, when the machinery was set in motion, and
coming in contact with the engineer, mangled him in a man
ner that produced his death the next day. He was removed
to the house adjacent to that occupied by the author of this
sketch, and well does he remember the conversation between
Mr. Fulton and the attending surgeon in reference to the
unfortunate tnan. After some conversation in relation to
the prospect bf his recovery, Mr. Fulton, much affected, re
marked, "Sir, I will give all I am worth to save the life
of that manJ,' When told that his recovery was hopeless)
he was perfectly unmanned, and wept like a child. It is
here introdu~ed to show, that while his own misfortunes

I

never for a single moment disturbed his equanimity, the
finer feelings of his nature were sensitively alive to the dis..
tresses of others.

It is hardl~ necessary to trace the further progress of Mr.
Fulton's car~er in regard to steam navigation. Altogether
thirteen boat~ were built in the city of New York, under his
superintendence, the last being the steam frigate which, In
compliment to its projector, was called Fulton the First.
The keel of tlitis immense vessel was laid on the 20th of June,
1814, and in little more than four months she was launched
from the shipiyard of Adam and Noah Brown, her architects,
amid the roaf of cannon an4 the plaudits of thousands of
spectators. 'rom the report of the commissioners appointed
to superintenJd her construction, we extract the following
description o~ this magnificent vessel: "She is a structure
resting on t~o boats and keels, separated from end to end
by a channel ~fteen feet wide and sixty·six feet wide; 'one
boat containsl, the cauldrons of copper to prepare her steam.
The cylinder~ of iron, its piston, levers and wheels, occupy
part of the other. The water-wheel revolves in the space
between theID;. The main or gun-deck ~upports the arlna..
ment, and is! protected by a parapet four feet ten inches
thick, of soli~ timber, pierced by embrasures. Through
thirty port hdles, as Inany thirty-two pounders are intended
to fire red-hot shot, which can be heated with grea~ safety
.and convenie ce. The upper or spar deck, upon which
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several thousand men might parade, is encompassed with a
bulwark which affords safe quarters. She is rigged with
two stout masts, each of which supports a large lateen yard
and sails; she has two bowsprits, so that she can be steered
with either end foremost; her machinery is calculated for
the addition of an engine whi~h will discharge an immense
column of water, which it is intended to throw upon the
decks and through the port-holes of an enemy, and thereby
deluge her armament and ammunition."

Before the conclusion of this mighty undertaking, it
pleased the Almighty to remove Mr. Fulton from the scene
of his labors. He died in the city of New York, on the
24th of February, 1815, after a short illness, consequent on
severe exposure. The announcement of his death was ac
companied with all those tokens of regret which mark the
decease of a great public character. His corpse was attended
to its last resting.place by all the public officers of the city)
and by a larger concourse of citizens than had ever been
assembled on any similar occasion. Minute.guns marked
the progress of the procession, and every testimonial of
gratitude and respect was lavished upon his memory. Mr.
Fulton left four children, one son and three daughters, and
we regret to add, in the language of Colden, with no other
U patrimony than that load of debt which their parent con
tracted in those pursuits that ought to command the grati
tude as they do the admiration of mankind." In person Mr.
Fulton was about six feet high, slender, but well propor
tioned and well formed. In manners he was cordial, cheer
ful and unembarrassed; in his domestic relations eminently
happy. A kind husband, an affectionate parent, a zealous
friend, he has left behind him, independent of his public
career, an unsullied reputation and a memory void "of
reproach.

G.

GARA, ISAAC B., was born near Soudersburg, Lancaster
county, Pennsylvania, October 28th, 1821. At the age

of sixteen he entered the Examiner and Herald office as an
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apprentice to learn the printing business, the paper at that
time being under the ownership of Rarnersly & Richards.
After remaining in the employ of this firm for about three
years, the paper passed into the hands of other proprietors,
and the subject of this notice passed out into life and began
the publication of a paper in Bellefonte, and afterwards in
Lock Havenj. For about nine months be edited the semi
weekly Gaz~tte, at Galena, Illinois. The climate of this part
of Illinois n6t agreeing with him, he returned to Pennsyl..
vania and became associate proprietor and editor of the Erie
Gazette, a position which he held up to May 4th, 1865. In
January, 1867, he was appointed by Governor Geary Deputy
Secretary of the Commonwealth, and retained the same
up to May 1st, 1869, when he resigned the Deputy Secre..
taryship to iaccept the office of postmaster of the city of
Erie, a position voluntarily tendered him. Hugh S. Gara,
of Lancaster city, is a brother of Isaac B. Gara.

GARBER, CHRISTIAN, (Carver) emigrated from Germany
sometinle between the years 1700 and 1720, and settled in
West Hemp~eld township, near where the present Jacob B.
Garber, his great grandson, resides. He took up and settled
a tract of land, and obtained a deed in 1735 for 236 acres,
with the usual allowance of 6 acres to the 100 for roads, &c.,
from John, trhomas and Richard Penn, true and absolute
proprietors df Pennsylvania and the counties of New Castle
and Sussex, pn the Delaware. For this tract of land he paid
£46, 11 shillings and 8 pence. The original tract has re
mained in the family until th'J present time, and is yet in the
possession of Jacob B. Garber and Jonas (tarber, also a de
scendant of the original settler. Jacob B. Garber says: "The
hpuse I live in was built by my father in 1812, and is the
third dwelling house erected on this farm, besides the squat
ter's cabin fi~'st put up in the wilderness. Previous to the
time of my 1'0 efather's locating on this farm, several families
had penetrat, d as far as the Susquehanna river and took
possession or"the ground whereon Columbia is now located."
The Garbers !have all been of a retiring disposition, devoting
their time and attention to farming. The name has bee"n
spelled differently-as Karver, Carver, Gerber, Garber.
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Jacob B. Garber is an old, estinlable citizen, noted for the
leading position he bas for many years held in county and
State Agricultural Societies. He bas been a eontributor
for many years to agricultural journals.

GATCHELL, J. C., a member of the Legislature in 1868
and 1871.

GALBRAITH, ANDREW, a member of the Legislature in
the years 1731,1732,1733,1734,1735, 1736 and 1737.

GALBRAITH, BARTRA.M, a delegate to the convention in
1776 which ratified the first Pennsylvania Constitution. He
was a Colonel in the Revolutionary war.

GEIST, J. M. 'V., one of the editors of the Lancaster
Express, was born in Bart township, Lancaster county, on
the 14th of December, 1~24. His parents being persons in
straitened circumstances, and having the burden of a large
family devolving upon them, the subject of our sketch had
not the advantages of more than an ordinary education
afforded him. Being, however, of n delicate constitution,
superior educational training was given him over and above
that received by the rest of his brothers and sisters. He
early gave evidence of superior ability in the rapid acquisi
tion of knowledge, and soon distanced his youthful com..
petitors in the various branches of learning then taught in the
schools. Finding himself cOlnpetent to impart instruction, he
taught school for some time in Chester county and elsewhere.
Whilst engaged in teaching, at the suggestion of friends he
read medicine, and in 1843 visited Philadelphia i!f order to
attend medical lectures in that city. An opportunity now
presented itself to him to learn the trade of his early choice
-printing and stereotyping-and he abandoned medicine,
having little taste for" this profession. In 1844 he began
his editorial career in charge of the Reformer, a temperance
paper of Lancaster. Prior to this he had contributed con
siderably as a writer for newspapers. His enterprise in
Lancaster proving a financial failure, and inducements being
held out to him by the State temperance organization to
essay the establishment of his paper at Harrisburg, he accepted
the ofter. The promised aid not being furnished him, he was
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again unsuccessful, and was involved in difficulties which
required y1eais of patient toil amidst great discouragement
to surmou~t. In 1846 he edited an anti-administration paper
called the Yeoman, supported by a wing of the Democracy
in opposition to the administration of Francis R. Shunk,
Governor lof Pennsylvania. Some time after this, we find
him emplofed in Philadelphia, in the Q1J,aker Oity newspaper
office, for which paper he afterwards contributed a serial
story, entitled the" Prayer of Love," supposed to embody
much of his own life experience. After this he became edi..
tor of the 'sunday Globe:; next one of the publishers of the
Sunday Mercnry. In February, 1852, he accepted the propo
sition of Jlohn H. Pearsol, came to Lancaster and assumed
the editori~l management of the Weekly Express, then the
organ of the temperance sentiment of the county. In 1856
Mr. Geist purchased an interest in this paper, and with his
partner, t~e original proprietor, established in connection
with it the iDaily A'xpress, and has succeeded in building it up
as one of the most influential &nd independent newspaper
organs in eastern Pennsylvania. As an editor of a news
paper, Mr. Geist wields a fertile and vigorous pen, his style
being free, Ieasy and euphonious. Although a Republican
in principle, he is independent, and no party fealty checks
his pen wh~n truth demands the exposure of political cor..
ruption. It is this cause which has rendered his paper the
powerful moulder of sentiment it has become.

GEIST, IPHILIP, elected Commissioner in 1853.

GETZ, GEORGE, was born in the city of Lancaster, July
18, 1789. He learned the printing business in the Lancaster
Journal office, under Hugh Hamilton. Afterwards he
entered thd service of the United States, as midshipman in
the navy. He took part, under Captain James Lawrencet

in the memorable engagement between the Hornet and
the Peacock, and performed active duty in several minor
naval enga~ements. In the latter part of the year 1813 he
resigned hi~ post in the navy, and was appointed by Presi..
dent Madison, a lieutenant in the army, in which capacity he
served until the close of the war. In 1816 he removed to.
Reading, jerkS county, Pa., where he established the Berks
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and Schuylkill Journal, a paper which he conducted for over
sixteen years. In March, 1850, he was elected Mayor of the
city of Reading, and was twice reelected, in the years 1851
and 1852. He died Februar.y 10th, 1853.

GEST, JOSEPH, born at Bethel, (now Delaware county), in
the year 1722, was the son of Henry Gest, who emigrated
to this country from Birmingham, England, about the year
1700, and who was married to Mary, the daughter of James
Clemson. While yet a boy, Joseph removed to Lancaster
county, and resided with his uncle, Thomas Clemson; here he
learned the trade of a carpenter, and soon became an exten...
sive contractor, and was engaged in erecting some of the
nnest buildings among the early settlements. In the year
1764 he purchased 300 acres of land from William W ebstert
the original patentee, on which his grandson, Jacob T. Gest,
now resides; and in the following year he was joined in
marriage with Deborah, the daughter of Joseph and Eliza
beth Dickinson. His SOIl, John Gest, was appointeJ t,o the
office of Recorder of Deeds, for the city and county of Phila..
delphia, under the administration of Governor Ritner, in the
year 1835; and his son, Joseph Gest, was, for many years,
county surveyor for Hamilton county, Ohio, and for the city
of Cincinnati. He lived to the age of 92 years, and his de ..
scendants are among the most intelligent and respectable
personages in the eastern section of Lancaster county.

GE'IZ, PET~R. The following notice of Mr. Getz \ve ex..
tract from Barton's Life of Rittenhouse: "Peter Getz was a
self-taught mechanic of singular ingenuity in the borough of
Lancaster, where he exercised the tr11de of a silversmith and
jeweler, and was remarkable for the extraordinary elegance
and beauty of the workmanship he executed. He was, in
1792, a candidate for the place of chief coiner or engraver
in the mint."

GIBBONS, ABRAHAM, elected Commissioner in 1824.

GIBBONS, MRS. PHOEBE E.A..RLE, a lady of literary tastes,
was born in Philadelphia, August 9th, 1821. Her father,
Thomas Earle, was a man of great note in his day; and in
1840 was the first candidate of the Liberty party for

18
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Vice President.. The subject of this sketch was well
educated in select schools in Massachusetts, and taught in
Mr.. Picot'~ French sGhool in Philadelphia and elsewhere for
some yea~!s.. In 1845 she was rnarried to Dr. Joseph Gib
bons of L ncaster county. In 1861 she began the study of
Greek, wi h Professor William M. Nevin, of Lancaster.. A.
portion of the Odyssey, translated by her was published in
the Lad£e~' Friend of Philadelphia. A small-medical work
was transl~ted by her from the French, for Lindsay and
Blakistora, iwhich was published in 1866. She has also trans
lated a poIttion of the Herman and Dorothea of Goothe. At
diff,..Irent times she has w'ritten articles for magazines. In
1872 she IPublished a small volume, entitled" Pennsylvania
Dutch," ai;ortion of which originally appeared in the A tlan
t~'c Monthl.. Mrs. Gibbons is an active member of the Lan..
{}aster Li nrean Society. She is a lady of varied acquir,e
ments and1marked intellectual capacity.

GIB80rF", GE~ER.A.L JOHK, Was born in Lancaster city,
Pennsylvahia, on the 23rd of May, 1740. Having received
an excelleIltt education, at the age of eighteen he made choice
()f a military career as the most congenial to his tastes. His
first servi4e was under Gen. Forbes, in the campaign that
resulted in the capture of Fort Dllquesne (now Pittsburg),
from the French. When the peace of 1763 was concluded
between tlle French and English, he settled as a trader at
Fort })itt. I Shortly afterwards, war broke out anew with the
Indians, aqd he was taken' prisoner by them at the mouth of
Beaver cr¢ek, while descending the Ohio river in a canoe,
together ~ith two men in his elnploy, one of ,vhom was
immediately burned, and the other suffered the same fate on
reaching tHe mouth of the Kanawha river. Gibson, on this
occasion, o~ed his life to the partiality of an aged squaw, who
chose hinl ~s her adopt~d son, in lieu of her own whom she
had lost it battle. He was necessitated to remain many
years with the Indians, where he becanle immediately con
versant with their language, habits, manners, customs and
traditions. It has been a subject of extreme regret by many,
that he should have held these matters in such slight esteem
as to deem his collections unworthy of being transmitted to
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·posterity; for it is evident that in t~e present state of anti..
quarian research, they would throw light upon many ques
tions that are now agitated among scientific men. No man
of his attainments and ability to set forth his observations,
has had equal opportunities for coming to a correct know
ledge of the Indian character, unless his friend, the Rev.
Heckewelder, is to be excepted. Upon the termination of
hostIlities, he again settled at Jj-'ort Pitt.

In 1774 he acted a conspicuous part in the expedition
against the Shawnee towp.s, under the command of Lord
Dunmore, and ,vas particularly active in the negotiation of

• the peace that followed, and which restored many prisoners
to their friends after long years of anxious captivity. It
was on this occasion that the celebrated speech of Logan,
the Mingo chief, was delivered, and the circumstances con..
nected with its delivery are of sufficient interest to account
for their recital in this sketch, such as they were detailed by
Gen. Gibson Aimself a short time before his death. When
the troops had reached the principal town of the Shawnees,
and while active preparations were being made to put every
thing in readiness for the attack, Gen. Gibson, "\vith an escort
and flag of truce, was despatched to the Indians with au..
tborit.y to treat for peace. As he approached he perceived
Logan, (whom he had previously seen), standing in the path,
.and he addressed him with the falniliar greeting: "My friend
Logan, how do you do? I am glad to see you." To this,
Logan, with a coldness of manner and brevity of expression
which clearly betokened his feelings, replied: ,- I suppose
you are," and imrnediately turned away. After explaining
the object of his embassy to the assembled chiefs, (all of
whom were present except Logan), he found them all sin
cerely anxious for peace. Whilst. the terms of reconcilia
tion were being discussed he felt himself plucked by the
skirt of his capote, and turning around he saw Logan at his
1;>ack, standing with his face convulsed with rage, and by
signs beckoning to follow him. What to do he was at first
in doubt, but reflecting that he was at least equal to his an ..
tagonist, being armed with dirk and side pistols, and in
muscular strength his superior, and considering, above all,
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that any Betrayal of fear in this emergency, might prove
detrimental to the negotiation, he folloWt~d in silence, while
Logan with quick steps led the way to a copse of woods at
some little, distance. Here they seated themselves, and the
stern and fearless chief was instantly suffused in a torrent
of gushing tears, but as yet no word was uttered, and his
grief appeared inconsolable. As soon, however, as he had
regained the power of utterance, he delivered the speech in
question, ~nd desired it to be transmitted to Lord Dunmore,
in order to remove all suspicion that might be entertained
in reference to a treaty, in the ratification of which a chief
of his importance bad not participated. Accordingly, the
speech was translated and sent to Lord Dunmore without"
delay. Gen. Gibson could not positively say that the speech,
as given bf. Jeffersoll in his Notes on Virginia, was verbatim
as he hadenned it; but he was inulined to think from cer..
tain expre sians which he remembered, it was so; that it gave
the sub:3tance, he was confident. Gen. Gibson, however, be·
lieved thajt it was not in thp. power of a translation to do
justice to the speech as delivered by Logan; a speech to
which the tanguage of passion, uttered in tones of the deepest
feeling, arid with gestures at once naturally graceful and
commanding, together with a consciousness on the part of
the hearerl that the sentiments proceeded immediately from
a desolate land broken heart, imparted a grandeur and force
inconceiv~blygreat. Indeed, as compared with the original,
he even r~garded the translation as but lame and insipid.

On the ~reaking out of the revolutionary war, Gen. Gibson
obtained the command of one of the Oontinental regiments,
and was ~ith the army at Ne\v York and during its retreat
through ~ew Jersey; but during the renlainder of the war
he was de~ailed on the western frontier, a service for which
his long Sf·dourn among the Indians had peculiarly qualifi~d

him. In 776 he was a meInber of the convention which
framed th Constitution of l:lennsylvania, and was afterward
appointed: a judge of the court of common pleas of the
county of: Allegheny, and a major general of the militia.
In the. year 1800 he received from President Jefferson the
appointment of Secretary of the Territory of Indiana, and
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this position he retained until the territory was adlnitted as
a State iuto the Union. Laboring under an incurable
--cataract, which had for a long time afflicted him, he now
retired to Braddock's Field, the residence of his son-in-law,
-Geo. 'TVallace, esq., and there died April 10th, 1822, having
.sustained through life the character of a brave soldier and
an honest man.

GILCHRIST, JOHN, was a melnber of the Legislature in
the years 1778 and 1779.

GISH, JACOB, was a mernber of the Legislature in the

years 1805, 1806, 1807, 1808, 1809 and 1824.

GLEIM, WILLIAM, was elected Register of Wills in the
year 1845.

GOOD, ANTHONY, was elected Recorder in the year 1857.

-GOOD, DANIEL, elected Comnlissioner in 1854.

GOTSCHALK, ABRAHAM, was a member of the Legisla-
ture in the years 1867 and 1869.

GRAFF, HANS, (John), a native of Switzerland, born in
1661, was one of the first pioneers of Lancaster county, who
.settled in it as early as the year 1717, when the district in
whieh he chose his future home was comparatively a howl
ing wilderness, still inhabited by the tawny races of the new
world. He belonged to the pious but persecuted sect of
religionists in Europe, the Mennonites, against whom the
sword of intolerance was unsheathed; and it was to escape
the destruction that seemed to threaten the devoted followers
.of Menno Simon, that the subject of our notice was induced,
together with his fellow· religionists, to select some portion
'Of the new world as their place of refuge. About the y~ar

1695, lians Graft· had fled frorn his native home in Switzer-
land, and taken up his abode in Alsace, a district of France,
where he remained until he emigrated to America, and set
tled at Germ~ntown, Pa. IIis stay in this latter place was
()f some duration; but finally, induced by glowing descrip ...
tions of the fertility and excellence of the soil of the Pequea
valley, he removed thither and chose it as his abode, unless
,one more adapted to his tastes should come to his knowledge.
In his wanderings through the new territory he came into a

•
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finely tim, ered district of country; and embowered in the
midst of beautiful and nlajestic oaks, he saw a gushing stream
of lirnpid tater issuing from its fountain in all its na:tive
purity. Fhscinated with this delightful elysium of nature,
this exiledl wanderer for conscience resolved to select the
lovely spot upon which his eyes then for the first time
rested, and. the place where, in coming years, he and his
successors tight pour out their adorations to the God of
their fathe s, with none to fear n.or make them afraid. His
resolution I as fixed. Returning to his home at Pequea, he
dispose~ o~ his effects and immediately took up his journey
for the pla~e which he had chosen as his future home and
abode. Here he erected a cabin under a large white oak
tree, in w~ich he, the partner of his bosonl and an only
child, spent the first winter. In the following spring, in
order to s~cure himself in this the territory of his choice,
he took out a warrant for a large tract of land, and then
built for hitnself a house of more commodious dimensions
and near tq the site of his first rude and homely cabin.
Fortune fa~ored, in a remarkable degree, this early pioneer
of Lancast¢r's wilds; and it was not long till his -prosperity
attracted others- of his countrymen, who came and settled
around and" near him; and in this manner the nucleus of a
flourishing settlement was in a short time formed. For'
many year~f however, the p'rincipal ~ersons with whom Hans
Graff had Iptercourse, were the red:men of the forest, and
this accoun'~s for his great knowledge of the Indian tongue,
in which hJ is said to have discoursed as fluently as -in his
vernacUlariGerman. He was not slow in taking a,dvantage
of the eire rnstances by which he was surrounded, and with
the Indians, he soon established a trade that resulted to his
great profit! and advantage. He sold to the Indians milk,
vegetables, ! blanket.s, and other articles of n1erchandise
which he cquId purchase in Philadelphia, and obtained in
exchange f9r theln furs and other objects of trade, for which
he could sedure a ready sale, and which, to him, were equiva
lent to casH.. In this way Hans Graff laid the foundation
of a princely fortune; and by the time that Lancaster was

I

organized i' to a separate county, he was already one of the,
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most independent and influential of its citizens. The town
ship in which he had selected his abode, was named Earl (Graff)
in honor of him, as its most respected inhabitant. He was
an active and energetic man in his day; useful as a counsel.
lor amongst his ne~ghbors and fellow·citizens; and no busi
ness of importance was transacted at that early period unless
his jlldgment was first consulted and his consent obtained.
Despite the jealousy of race, that in those early times in...
Harned the antagonistic Irish and German elernents of the
county, we find the name of Hans Graff often conspicu..
ously appearing in positions of official trust, to which he
bad been assigned by the Governor and Board of Council
of the provjnce; and by the judges of the court of his
county. After baving served his day and generation,' he
was followed to his last resting-place by his numerous friends
and descendants, who have erected a shrine to his memory
more enduring than the lofty marble tnonuments reared to
princ~s, kings and elnperors.

Hans Graff raised six sons: Peter, David, John, Daniel,
Marcus and SamueL David was married to a Miss Moyer,
and died at the age of sixty-two years. His wife attained ,
the age of ninety·two years. David, son of the last named,
Inarried Barbara Hirst, and built the house in West Earl
township where Levi W. Groff now resides. He died at
the age of twenty-seven, and his widow marrIed David
Martin. John, (gross Johnny), son of the last, was n1arried
to a Miss Wenger. I.Jevi vV. Groff is one of his sons, and
David G. Swartz, esq., of Lancaster, is a grandson.

Gi.~IEST, Er-JLwooD, \-vas born in Chester county, Pa.,
June 17th, 1824. His parents belonged to the Society of
]lriends. After receiving an ordinary English education, he
was apprenticed to the blackslnithing business, and having
learned this trade, he worked in the capacity of a journeyman
in Lancaster, Ohester and Delaware counties. He carried
on this business in Bart township, and afterwards in Christi·
ana, up to the breaking out of the rebellion. He entered
the service of the United States in December, 1862, as a
clerk in the subsistence department, in the Third Division,
Sixth Army Corps, Army of the Potomac. In this capacity
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he served p to October, 1863, when he was captured by
Moseby's uerrillas, and ,sent to Richmond. Here he was
detained 1r some months, and after returning home, was
detailed fo duty to Johnson's Island, in Lake Erie, a depot
of rebel p isoners. In August, 1864, he was commissioned
commissary of subsistence, with the rank of captain. He
was order~d to Gen. Sheridan's army, and placed on his
staff as issuing commissary at headquarters. lIe re
mained w~th Sheridan till February, 1865; and when the
latter went on his raid in the Shenandoah Valley, Captain
Griest wa~ left as post commissary at Winchester.

During [the time that Oaptain Griest was connected with
Sheridan's! staft~ General Alexander Shaler, who knew..him
well in th

1
Army of the Potomac, and was now commanding

the post 0 Oolumbus, Kentucky, made repeated applications
to have h·,ffi assigned to duty on his staff. These applica
tions werel at length referred by the Commissary General of
SUbsisten! to General Sheridan, who returned them with
the follow ng endorsement:

HEADQUA 'l.'ERS MIDDLE MILITARY DIVISION, WINCHESTER, Va.,
I December 14th, 1864.

Respectfupy returned to the COlumissary General, with the remark
that Captain Griest is an intelligent and efficient officer, whose services
at this time,i in this department, cannot very well be dispensed with.

By prder of MAJOR GENERAL SHERIDAN.

JNO. KEL~OGG, Col. and Chief C. s.
He was ~fterwardsdetailed with Sheridan to New Orle~ns;

next to J~cksonville, Florida, at which latter place he re·
mained til~ mustered out of service in April, 1866, with the
brevet ra~k of Major. Before returning home a lieutenant's

I

commissidn in the United States infantry was tendered him,
which he reclined accepting. In the following September,
upon his return home, he ,vas appointed County Treasurer
by the co~nty commjssioI).ers, in room of Samuel Ensminger,

deceased. ' Whilst acting as Treasurer he was engaged by
,8. A. Wy~ie to edit the Lancaster Inqu~'rer, then published.
by the latter. In 1868 he entered into partnership with the
latter, a position he retained till the death of Mr. Wylie, in
.June, 187j" He is still editor of the Inquirer.
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GREY, HENRY, was a member of the Legislature in the
years 1852 and 1853.

GRIMLER, BENJAMIN, the editor of the Wahre Ameri
caner, a German newspaper published in Lancaster during the
period that it was the seat of government of Pennsylvania.
~1'he paper was published by himself and his brother, Henry
-GrimIer. Benjamin was the youngest of a considerable
family. His father had emigrated from Wirtemberg, Ger
many, at an early day, and his mother was a native of
Charleston, South Carolina, and an intimate acquaintance of
the celebrated Benjamin :Franklin, having boarded in
th~ same fanlily with him for SOIne time. Der Wahre
Americaner was for a long time the leading Dernocratic paper
of LaNcaster county, and looked upon as the political bible
of that party. The Messrs. GrimIer were employed by the
Legislature to do the German printing as long as the ses
.sions of the body 'Yere held in this place. Benjamin Grim
Ier went out as lieutenant of a company, raised in Lancaster,
to Elkton, Maryland, to assist in keeping at bay the British,
who were cruising around the coasts under Adrniral Cock..
burn. His service was not or long duration, and after his
discharge therefrom he returned to Lancaster and resumed
again the business of civil life. In 1824 he was elected to
the lower house of the 'Pennsylvania Legislature. Benja
min GrimIer was a ready writer, in either German or Eng
lish, and could deliver an impromptu address or pen an
editorial upon any occasion. At the tinle when Captain
George Hambright was defeated by the delegates of the
Federal party for the office of sheriff~ and ran afterwards in
opposition to the settled ticket of his party, Benjamin
GrimIer was successful in inducing the Democratic p9.rty to
support him, and he was elected. I-Ian1bright was supported
by the plebeian wing of the Federal party, and also by the
Democrats. During this campaign GrimIer issued in his
paper one of his masterly addresses, which aroused the masses
,of the people to the support of his candidates, and insured
their triumphant election. He died in 1832, and lies buried
in the graveyard of Trinity Lutheran church. The nlother
of Hon. Henry G. Long was a sister of Benjarnin Grirnler.
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GRIML R, HENRY, brother of the above and co-editor
wIth him in the publication of Der Wahre ...4.me1·icaner. He
was a rnan of much greater brilliancy of intellect than his
brother, and possessed a great fondness for writing blank
verse. Sorpe of his productions lof this kind' evince a high
order of intellect. He died at the early age of 36 years.

GROFF,IJOHN, a member of the Legislature in 1812.

GROFF, !SEBASTIAN, was elected State Senator in 1790.
He was, in [787, a delegate to the convention to ratify the
Federal constitution, and was again a delegate in 1789 to
the ~onvent[I:'6n held to amend the constitution of Pennsyl..
vanIa.

GROll, O. L., ele?ted a Oounty Commissioner in 1831.

GROSH,:JACOB. In 1745 two families of the name of
Grosh, emigrated to this country from Manheim, Germany.
On landing ~t Philadelphia, two of the children were in
dentured as!" Redemptioners," to aid in paying their passage
money.

Valentine Grosh, the grandfather of the subject of this
sketch, settled in East Hempfield, on wild lands purchased
on credit frbm the government, at a shilling (13t cents) per
acre. The houses being built of roulld hickory logs, the
neighborhood was called Hickorytown ; afterward Snuff..
town. After a time Valentine rernoved to Litiz, being a
member of itbe Moravian church, and gave up the farm to
his son Joh*, the father of Daniel and Jacob, and their sisters.

Jacob Grbsb, the youngest of these children, was born
January 25~h, 1776. Between the ages of eight and twel.ve
years he ~as sent to school in Litiz-three months each
summer-a! daily walk of ten miles. The teacher was Rev.
Mr. Grube, !grandfather of John Beck, the founder, and for
fifty years itbe principal of the Boys' Acadelny in Litiz.
This twelvd months of schooling, all he ever received, was·
in German ;: nor did he learn to read and write English until
aided by hik second wife. At 12 years of age he was put.
to "man's \vork," plowing, felling trees, &c. At 20 he
married, anp was disowned by bis father. He soon went to
work, and thus describes his establishm.ent: "OUf house
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(rent $7.00 a year,) was built of round logs, the crevices
filled with clay mortar. It was 15 by 16 feet, of one~story,

(6 feet in the clear,) roofed with straw, and had one window of
four panes, 6x8. My wages were good, and we had every..
thing we really needed, a bed, two chairs, two pewter spoons,
two knives and forks, two plates, a table of rough boards,
a few pots, pans, &c., and suitable clothing in a chest. We
were really comfortable and contented, a.nd happy in each
other. I had a tender, loving wife, of my own choosing, a
healthy, virtuous and agreeable woman." His wife died on
Christmas' eve of 1796. .

His father having married again, came and thus addressed
him: "Jacob, your new mother, and, I may add, your new
fat.her, want you to come home again. Next Sunday I wish
you to go to church with your mother, brother and sisters,
and I ~'ill acknowledge you as my son as publicly as I dis
owned you." Their mingled tears washed away all unkind
recollections.

In 1799 he made his home with Daniel,·his brother, whose
wife, U Gretel," (Margaret) was always a beloved sister;
laboring on the farm, where he became acquainted with
Margaret, daughter of George Gutedel, (anglicised into
Gooderl); but as he could understand no English, and she
no German, their intercourse was confined to looks and
dumb show. But a marriage resulted, June 13th, 1799..
His father now gave him the tenancy of 100 acres of wild
land, and became security for necessary stock and utensils..
He cleared ten acres, and built a two-story log house, 28 by
30 feet, and a double barn, hilnself felling and preparing all
the timber for buildings and fences. Ilis energetic wife was
his helper in nearly all the labors in field and barn, in dairy
and household, as was then the country custom. Here were
born to them Hannah, C\vho died, aged four years), and Aaron
Burt, (Mr. G.'s mother's family name); and afterward, in
Marietta, Rufus King, C. C. Pinkney, J. A. Bayard, Malvina,
Magdalena, and B. Franklin. l Hard labor, exposures, and
the anxieties of debt inlpaired his health, and finally com
pelled a change. The farm, stock and utensils were sold,

1 Of these seven children, only the first and third sons survive (1872.)
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debts paid, ,and a surplus of $1,000 obtained. The towns of
Waterford land New Haven (now Marietta), had just been
laid out at Anderson's ferry, on the Susquehanna, and thither
they moveq in March, 1806, and built (of brick) the seventh
house in t~e place, and opened it as a tavern. The land..
1adr's tactind skill made it successful, but it was disagree
able to hi . One day while his wife was on a visit, he cut
down the ,ign·post, and closed the tavern. Thus ended a
few brief rdonths of tavern-keeping. He entered next into
the lumberlbusiness, which he continued for fifty-three years.
This led him' into new associations, and somewhat into dissi
pation.

In 1811 he was nominated for the House of Representa
tives, and ~!aving overheard his wife and a friend expressing
their fears ~f the result, he inwardly resolved that hence
forth he wquld not forfeit the public confidence, nor blast
the hopes of his family and friends, and from that day to the
(}lose of hit"life he never gambled in any way. And during
his first WI ter at Harrisburg, by the representations of an
aged rOOlYl- ate, (001. Erwin, Senator from Bucks county,)
he vowed that he would never taste intoxicants while en-

. 'gaged as a !legislator. In after·life he often gratefully re
viewed the 'many snares he had escaped by observing these
resolutions. He was reelected to the Legislature for the
sessions of 1813, 1814 and 1816. In 1818 he was elected
to the State Senate, and served four years, making his legis
lative service eight years, four in the House and four in the
Senate. I

As a legislator he was noted for his close attention to his
duties, his ~ntimate acquaintance with rules and usages, his
,sound judgment, strict integrity, and readiness to attend to

- .all proper calls for aid and information. He was conscien
tiously op~osed to the war of 1812-15. He believed that it
:should not ~ave been declared until the country was put into
a condition! to make it effective. The early disasters of our
.army and Rccuniary distress of the government confirmed
these vie\vs; but when Washington city was captufed, the
capitol and its records burned, aIld other cities threatened, his
blood boile~within him and he contributed liberally to send
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a company of drafted men to Baltimore. Soon after, Gov
ernor Snyder issued a proclamation calling for volunteers,
and sent a copy with a letter, appealing to Mr. Grosh to give
it his influence. He at once hired the town-crier to go
through the streets, read the proclamation, and call a town
meeting that evening. At the meeting he made a warm
appeal and called for volunteers. Over eighty gave their
names on the spot, uniform and name (" Marietta Greys")
were agreed on, and money sub~'cribed to equip the men
and provide for needy falnilies. The principal work and
cost soon rested on Mr. Grosh, who was unanimously chosen
Captain; John Pedan, 1st Lieutenant; John Huss, 2d
Lieutenant; and J. Albright, Ensign. l On the fourth day
after receiving the Governor's proclamation, 107 men 2 were
uniformed and Inarched for their destination.' They were
mustered jn as "9th Co., 2a Reg., Pat Vols., L. Inf.," com
manded by 001. Lewis Bache. As cold weather came on
the captain purchased 100 blankets at $8.00 a pair, for which
he never made any claim on the government. While in
cnmp, conlmanding men who were associates and friends t

and some his social superiors, he lived on the same fare and
bore the same privations and restraints, and thus secured
their cheerful obedience to his orders and submission to the
hardships of camp.

During the speculati0n 3 fever ~Ir. G. (in 1813) bought
48 acres of land, east of (now in) Marietta, at $13.00 per
acre, and laid it out in lots. In two months all were sold,
at $500 each, and, in February following, when titles were
given, were beld at $600 and upward. He bought back
many lots at these prices, and a farm of 133 acres, seven
miles from town, at $250 per acre-rnerely to invest his
money. He also built a first-class three-story brick house

1 The women of Marietta assembled in a school-house, and made gar
ments aHd knapsacks for the volunteers in Captain Grosh's company,
80 that when the men left their homes to march to Marcus Ilook, they
went fully equipped.-8ypher's History of Pa., pp. 239, 240.

20f these 107 men but one now (18i2) survives, Jacob Jones, of"
Delaware.

\) Few persons now living have any definite idea ot the 8pecu]ations
that desolated so many homes and ruined so many fortunes in Marietta,
during and after the war of 1812-15, when property fell in successive
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in the neW!. town, costing over $10,000. In those days of
abundant wper money, all felt rich, and indorsing was "a
mere fornl,:" for every man was" abundantly able to meet
all his engagements;" so that when Mr. G. went to camp, in
1814, he w~s bail and indorser for more than $55,000, beside
his own heavy debts. By 1819 every man for V\rhom he had

I

indorsed, w~s bankrupt; his absence had necessitated new
indorsers, and thus saved him! On his return, he freed
himself from other entanglements, barely in time to meet
the coming storm. For when his property fell to one..tenth
in price, while debts contracted in paper money had to be
paid in coiln at about quadruple value, he found himself
utterly bankrupt-save that no one knew it-only his wife
suspected i~. Once, when sued as bail on a bond, for $2,960,
by selling ~is entire stock of lumber at a sacrifice, he escaped
,an executio~; and the free use of his brother's credit stocked
the yard again. In the faruily, the merest and cheapest
necessaries !only were used. l Thus through ten years of
agonizing ~ebt, Mr. G. slowly ernerged into comparative
comfort, st~ll limited in means, but free from. fears of the
sheriff: '

His faithrul wife sunk into consumption, and died Decem ..
ber, 1823, d,ged 36 years, leaving six children, the youngest
about :five years old.

'When the Marietta Bank became insolvent Mr. Grosh
and six otb~r8 were appointed trustees to settle its affairs.
Its notes w~re bought up at a heavy discount by brokers, who
hoped to se~l them at great profit when the bank's debtors

values and deijts pressed inexorably, until everything except indebted
ness ,vent do{vn under the sheriff's hammer for almost nothing; and
fathers and llusbancls were dra~ged to jail by unsatisfied creditors,
leaving fanlil~es ·",-ithout the necessaries of life, which the imprisoned
Inen were thl~,S prevented from earning. Nor were the sufferers few.
Up to 1822, out of 2,000 souls in J\iarietta, only four nlen escaped in
solvency! Houses sold for less than the cost of the nlortar in and on
their walls; one, that cost $16,000, sold for $1,100; lots brought one per
cent. of former prices; even farms, five or six miles from town, sold for
only one-sixt~of their cost !

1 Rye coffee without sugar; rye, com and potato bread, generally
without butte ~; cheap meat, twice a week; home-spun clothing for the
children's every-day wear, &0.
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were pushed for payment. But in 1823 the bank was rob..
bed of all its evidences of debt, and its notes rendered
worthless, unless the trustees could be made liable for them,
or responsible for the robbery. Hence, civil suits \vere
commenced against them for over $400,000, the U. S. Bank
leading the way, and the Legislature of 1824-5 was induced
to cite them to appear before it for trial. Mr. Grosh prompt
ly refused to appear, and Mr. Shannon, Sergeant-at-Arms,
was sent to compel attendance. He found Mr. Grosh en..
trenched in his chamber, armed for resistance unto deat~.

In vain 1fr. Shannon urged (anlong other considerations,)
that a refusal would be considered proof of guilt. Mr.
Grosh acted on principle, and was therefore regardless of
people's opinions, and Mr. Shannon went to sunlffiOI). a posse.
He returned after a time, saying that not a man would aid
him, even as Mr. Grosh bad predjcted. So, after dinner,
(which 1\1:r. Grosh had ordered prepared, but did not preside
at 1) he departed, bearing to the Legislature Mr. (-trash's pro..
test, which stated-that the Oonstitution vested all govern
ment in three departments (legislative, executive, judicial,)
that neither department could exercis'e powers vested in the
others- -that in citing the trustees for trial the Legislature
usurped judiciary powers, in violation of the Constitution
and of the right of citizens, for if it had a right to try the
trustees for alleged bank robbery, it had a right to try any
otber person for any other alleged crime, (robbing a hen-roost,
for instance !) He concluded with assurances that he refused,
not out of disrespect, nor fear of conviction, but out of
duty to resist a precedent so dangerous to the prosperity of
government and the rights of its citizens, and pledged ready
obedience to the summons of any lawful crirninal court.
These event,s excited much feeling and various comnlents
on all sides; but the result was, that the Legislature drop
ped the matter, and never afterward undertoo~ any similar
affair; no crilninal suit was ever brought; and, after much
manceuvering and costs, even the civil suits were decided
against the plaintiffs or quietly dropped. Many years after
wards a worthy townsman, on his death ..bed, informed Mr.
Grosh that he and others had robbed the bank to save them-
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selves fro the utter ruin which must have ensued had the
bank colle~ted its claims.

He found, in the Litiz "Sister House," a lady every way
suited to make him happy, and was married November 2d,

1824. I'

In 1822 his oldest son embraced Universalism. Owing
partially tq surmises long entertained, he was induced to con-

sider the su·bject of religion more earnestly, reading books
and periodicals on both sides, and studying the Scriptures so
thoroughly! that few were better acquainted with their con·
tents, and thu"1 he became (as he afterward lived and di8d) a
Universali~t Christian.

Mr. Grosh had been reared a Federalist. But the war of
1812-15, a~d the Presidential contest between five candidates
jn 1824, g*adually effaced party lines. He voted for Mr.
Adarns in ~824 and 1828; but before 1832 Gen. Jackson's
views on n!ullification and the United States Bank so fully
accorded w~th his o,vn, that he thenceforward acted with the
Democrati~ party, until, in 1857, his life-long hatred of
slavery led! him to vote with the Republicans. In 1832 he
again becarp.e an active politician. In 1840 Governor Porter
nominated Ihim to the Senate for Associate Judge. Both
Lancaster Senators being ardent Whigs, opposed the nomi.
nation, all~ging that he was incapable, superannuated, an
infidel, (beqause a Universalist), and a ~abbath-breaker, in
that he hel~ U nive~salist meetings in his house, and attended
temperance meetings on Sundays. Only 101 persons could
be induced! to thus remonstrate, but he was rejected, 15 to
18, by a st~ict party vote. In 1841 Governor Porter again
nominated ~im, stating that many of both parties desired it ;
that carefu~ inquiry proved him fit and capable; and that
religiou.s p~ejudice should not be heeded, &c. He was con
fil'med-18~Democrats and 4 Whigs for, and 9 Whigs against..
When, fiv1 years later, he was again nominated, nearly all
of the bar, requested it, and the Senate unanimously con·
firmed it.

Shortly ~fter Mr. G.'s appointment, Judge Dale died, and
Judge Champneys resigned his seat upon the bench. Before
Mr. Shaeffer bad taken Judge Dale's place, Judge Grosh waa
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alone on the bench. Yet he opened the court, qualified the
new associate, charged the juries, and presided at trials; the
first instance an associate judge had so officiated in the
county. On the first day he thus presided, Thaddeus Stevens,
who had lately removed to Lancaster from Adams county,
came to him, at noon, and said, "The settling of the docket.
was forgotten this morning." The judge replied that that
would be attended to next Monday, the first day of Common
Pleas. Mr. Stevens remarked, U This is the proper day;'"
and added that he had taken judgment in two cases, namiD:g'
them. The judge said that where both terms were held the
same week, (as in AdamE county,) the first day might be
.proper, but if Mr. Stevens would consult some old member- I

of the bar he would find that it was not the rule here. Mr.
Steven~ fiercely replied that he knew his own business, and
would impeach any judge who dared alter that entry on
the docket. When the court opened the judge calmly saidt.

" Mr. Prothonotary, Mr. Stevens (in a mistake, the Court.
presumes,) entered judgments by default against --- and
---; and, as he declines striking them o~ the Court:
now directs you to do it." It was done, amidst great sup"
pressed excitement in the bar, Mr. Stevens looking pale and
vexed, but from that day he and Mr. Grosh were friends JJ

despite their political differences.
Another lawyer, presuming on Mr. Grosh's timidity, was

unruly and speaking" out of order." He was told to take
his seat, but heeded it not. The judge mildly said, "Sit
down, or the Court will be compelled to commit you for·
contempt," to which the lawyer saucily replied, U Your
Honor had better try your band at that 1" " Sit down, sir 1'''
said the judge, in such stern tone and with flashing eye, that
the lawyer literally dropped into his seat. That was the last.
attempt to'browbeat him on the part of any attorney at the
bar. The greatest pain was suffered in deciding cases of
fugitives from slavery, not one of whom, however, was ever
rema·nded into bondage by him or Judge Shaeffer. One
case only is here noted. Before the law of 1848, which
debarred all State officers from acting in slave cases, f~gi ..
tives could be tried by a single judge, "in chambers..'tl

19
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Thus, enry Johnson, kidnapped by slave catchers, and
rescued, ~as brought to the judge's residence for trial. The
'Crowd arlld excitement were so great that the strong front
,door was forced from its hinges. As Johnson desired a
lawyer, the case wag adjourned to the court house, on the
~nsuing ~aturday, when Judge Shaeffer assisted by taking

, -down the testimony, and Mr. Stevens appeared for the
defenda~t. The proof of identity, and that Johnson had
Tun away from the claimant, was clear, and Mr. Stevens,
seeming)'Y paralyzed, could only express suspicions of
forger.y, &c. Judge Grosb, also in deep distress, asked time
for cons'deration. The clairnant'~ lawyer, with much heat,
eXClaimrid, "Why, judge, a plainer case could not come
before y u;" when the judge interrupted him with, "I gen
erally d my own thinking," and ordered the case adjourned
till Man ay, at 2 o'clock, p. ffi. Leaving the crowded court

I house h went to Hinkletown, where his wife was on a visit.
On seei g him she cried out, "Good God I what ails you?
how wr tched you look!" He told her all, and asked to be
alone th t he might think. He read the testimony again
and aga·n, and worried through the weary hours, till with
Monday morning came a ray of hope. He reached Lancas..

I ter at nQon on Monday, and Judge Shaeffer almost leaped
with jo~as he related his plan. At 2 p. m. the court house
was so f 11 that the judges had to get in through a window.
After th opening Judge Grosh asked the clailuant's attorney,
'.' Can a person be legally a slave, unless born in a slave
State, and of a slave mother?" "If a free woman were

I

kidnapp~d and carried into slavery, would her progeny be
legally j!SlaVeS ?" The answers were, "Certainly not."
"Then said the judge) the case is clear. In" all cases where
freedom, and slavery are at issue, all constructions, all
doubts, I must enure to the advantage of freedom. So I
should qharge a jury, so I must govern myself. I doubt
whethe~ Johnson's mother was a slave. I will adjourn the

I court fo~ one week, if you claim that you can remove that
dOUbt.'~'I A dead silence, no motion for such adjournment,
and he roceeded, "No answer t I therefore decide that you,
Henry ohnson, are a free man," &c. Shouts rent the air,

I

I
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.and it was some time before order could be restored. Toward
the close of his second term, by the ar!Lended constitution,
the office became elective, and JUdge Grosh declined
~andidacy.

In 1842 his wife was taken ill and lingered along, until he,
too, was prostrated by a fever, from the delirium of which
he awoke to find that his affectionate wife had died August
'26th, 1842, aged 58 years. He next married Miss Leah
Bushong, of Reamstown, in 1843. She died October 15th,
1847. A fifth marriage was entered into with Mrs. Sarah
Albright, on May 24th, 1849, who survived him. The
close of his long life was quiet and peaceful. The deaths of
many children, grandchildren and friends often excited the
wish, that" these young plants could have been spared, and
the old, useless trunk been taken in their stead," but he did
not repine at Providence. His two sons aided him in his
business, and, with their families, cheered his lonely hours.
His general health continued good, and his faculties active,
for one of his years, until his last comparatively brief illness,
which terminated his life on N oven1ber 4th, 1860, in his
85th year. Judge Grosh, though of quick telnper, never
bore malice; and though he reared a large family of children
and dependents, he never but once inflicted corporal pun
ishment on any of them. Indeed, most of" his failings leaned
to virtue's side;" and many portions of his life furnish in
teresting examples to encourage the poor and erring amongst
mankind.

GROSH, SAMUEL, a member of the Legislature in 1823. t

GRUBB, HENRY, emigrated from Wales to Lancaster
.county at an early day. His son, Peter, obtained possession
of the Cornwall are banks, and built a furnace as early as
1725. The title of the property was confirmed to Peter
-Grubb by the proprietaries, in 1732. Peter Grubb died in
1745, leaving two sons, C~rtis and Peter, the former inherit
ing two-thirds, and the latter one-third of the estate. The
estate in 1783 consisted of Oornwall furnace, the Hopewell
forges, and Union forge, on the Swatara, at the foot of the
Blue Mountains. Curtis Grubb was a member of the Penn
sylvania Assembly for the years 1775,1777,1778 and 1782.
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He died in the yeF 1788. His son, Peter, was Colonel of
the 8th battalion of Lancaster county militia. He was a
member of the Legislature in the year 1784.

I H.

HAI~ES, HENRY, was born near Columbia, Lancaster
cpunty, Pa., December 8th,1759. His parents being

in very'humble circumstances, he was apprenticed at an early
age to the tailoring business, and his education was entirely
neglected. All the little learning he acquired was picked up
by him after his :marriage, in a German night schooL At
the early age of eighteen he evinced his patriotism by en·
listing as a soldier in the revolutionary army, in which he
bore hi~ part heroically. He was chosen as one of the guards
to the :Hessian prisoners, captured at Trenton, an{1 assisted
in theit removal to Lancaster. Afterwards he was attached
to CoIl Bole's command in his expedition up the Susque
hanna 10 subdue the Indians. After the revolution he settled
in Maytown, where he spent the balance of his useful and
active ~ife. In 1797 he was appointed a justice of the peace,
the duties of which position he discharged for many years.
Some time after this he was elected and commissioned a
captain of militia by Governor Simon Snyder. Being a.
warm land ardent Democrat, he was nominated and elected
to tlle~ILegiSlaturein 1804. He was reelected again in 1810,
and aloin 1811, serving his constituents with great satis
factio. In 1825 he was again elected, and also in 1828; but
o,ving to ill health, was obliged to retire before the close of the
sessio~'. The Anti-Masonic party,l about this time coming

1 The Ipolitical complexion of Lancaster county ,has, from an early
period ~f its history, been moulded to a certain extent by the religious
sentim~ntsof the people. The bulk of the early settlers being llOll

resista~~s, a line of divisio~ so~n manifested it~elf which never ceased
to be vIsIble. Even an earlier dIfference than tIns separated the Gennan
and Scotch-Irish elements of the county. This was the earliest line of
distinction, and it was some generations before it disappeared. Before
its disa~pearancethe difficulties between the Quakers and Scotch-Irish
arose, qhiefiy brought about by the Quaker policy of Pennsylvania with
referen~e to the Indians within the State. The Scotch-Irish, being the
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into power, and Mr. Haines being a man of wide influence,
was tendered by this party the position of Senator if he
would attach himself to the n'ew organization. So fixed,
however, was he in the principles of Jefferson, that he spurned
the offer with contempt. He never further to~k an active
frontier settlers, were about tp.e time of the outbreak consequent upon
the French and Indian war, and after\yards in the conspiracy of Pontiac,
:subjected to be 'the victims of the nlost inhuman murders and tortures
{)f every description that can be conceived; and being so situated they
implored the Governor and assembly of the province to remove the
Indians that they were harboring, and also vote supplies for their
'defence. Deaf ears were turned by an assembly, the majority of whom
were Quakers, and non-resistance their religious policy. Out of reli
gious sympathy the )iennonites of Lancaster county, and other non
resistant sects sided with the Quakers again~t the Scotch-Irish. This
was the first line of political distinction that divided the people of Lan
caster county.

Upon the breaking out of the revolution the old division was not
obliterated. As is well known, the Quakers, ~lennonite~, and other
non-resistant sects felt averse to the war, because of religious scruples.
They were stigmatised as Tories and adherents of the British crown. In
nowise did they side ,vith the British government, but their conscientious
"Scruples would not allow theln to favor any war, defensive or otherwise.
'They chose therefore to remain quiescent and participate with neither
party in the struggle. Non-resistant sects are in all countries found loyal
to the powers tha,t be. They paid their taxes and assessments the same
as other citizens, and follo,ved the employnlent of their lives, farming.
The Mennonites, in particular, were no politicians then, nor are they
yet, such at least as remain truest to the faith of their fathers.

After the achievement of A.merican independence the Quakers, Men
nonites, and other non-resistants, still clinging together out of old
sympathy, and feeling the necessity of aiding, as speedily as possible,
in the solidification of a new government, gave their early and hearty
adhesion to that party which favored the new constitution and the
establishment of the Federal Union. Being of those classes that are
ever averse to revolution and change in government, the~y were not slow
to perceive that the Federalists, in their view, ,vas the party to which
their adhesion should be given. Early, therefore, having attached
themselves to this party, (and at a time, too, when the ablest men of the
nation were arrayed under i~s banners), it is in accordance with experi
ence that they should rc:main faithful to their new allies, now become
the representatives of the government. They thus early becaIne and
remained the devoted advocates of the party of their first choice
throughout the changing phases of its history. In other Gerluan coun
ties of Pennsylvania, the early settlers of which did not belong to
non-resistant sects, a marked difference of !)olitical attitude has been
,observed. The people of Lancaster county, for the reasons stated,
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part in politics; but so steadfast was he in his principles, that
at the age of 83, when blind and feeble in health, he could
not be i4duced to abstain from voting, inasmuch as he re
garded the liberty of his country as resting upon the free,
exercise !of this invaluable privilege. He deposited whatt

being the great majority of them of German non-resistant sects, early
became mbmbers of the Federal party, and not giving that attention to.
politics a~ many others did, even the U11popular measures of John
Adams were not sufficient to wean them from their early choice.

The large majority of men of position in the county, from the origin
of the government, continued the advocates of the measures of this
party. The great Democratic victory in Pennsylvania, which carried
Thonlas }IcKean into the gubernatorial chair in 1799, and which broke,
the strengt·h of the Federal party, had none of its laurels in Lancaster
county. is conlpetitor carried the county by a considerable ma
jority. T, us we find parties at this early period. Occasionally a Men
nonite, or his descendant, gave his adhesion to the Democratic party,
but the gr at bulk of them remained attached to theQld opinions of their
fathers. hen the Federal party became more and more unpopular in
public est· ation, the non-resistant sects chiefly abstained f1'o111 the polls,
and the D mocrats (then called Republicans), occasionally carried the
day in the

l
county. Thus, in 1802, 1803 and 1804, the Democrats car

ried the cqunty by small majorities. In 1805 the Federals gained, and
likewise t1jLe following year. In this manner elections some"That alter
nated; on~ year the Jj'ederals carrying the victory, and another their
opponents~ 1\. marked feature is, that the Democrats never carried ~it

, by a large Imajority, as ,vonid occasionally the Federals, showing that
Democrat~csuccess was rather to be attributed to the apathy of their
opponents than to their own numbers. The Federals carried the county
in 1814 by about 800 majority; in 1815 by 630; in 1816 by 460, and in
1817 by 1, 00 majority. -LL\.bout this time the financial bubble burst, and
with it co apsed the Federal party. :From that time up to 1.828 the
Democrat occasionally carried the county, or elected a part of their
ticket. ~ndrew Jackson, in 1828, carried the county for President by
over 1,500~lnajOrity. But the movement, of all others, that made the
county of Lancaster the strong citadel of Democratic opposition, was
the Anti- iasonic crusade that took its rise from the abduction of
Morgan, i~1 New York State, in the year 1826. ~Iorgan's abduction was
seized hoI of by politicians, and by the fall of 1828 a considerable
party was already organized upon principles of opposition to the Masonic
order. Itlwas a very captivating question with which to make capital
for a part~. A jealousy always exists in the huma~ mind against that
which is exclusive, and to,vards secret societies this feeling is ever alive..
Particula1y amongst the people of the rural districts does this jealousy
exist the ftrongest; and vvith many religious bodies secret societies
receive n6 favor. The Mennonites, Omish, and other such German
sects, werr not hard to be persuaded into a party that had for its object.
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as he surmised, proved his last ballot, with the remark:
"Let it be so, this may be Iny last vote and I must cast it
for Iny children's children." He died February 1st, 1842,
highly esteemed and respected by all who knew him. He
was a man of great firmness, purity of principle, and one
the overthrow of Masonry, and they therefore welcomed the crusade
that was being preached against the murderers of Morgan and the
advocates of the l\'Iasonic iniquity, as they regarded it.

An organ of the new party was started in June of the year 1828, at
New Holland, entitled the .ilntz'-Ma8on~·(j He/J'ald, with Theo. Fenn as
its editor. This sheet was widely circulated through the county, and
the effect was tremendous. Quite a nUlTIber of those who had hitherto
acted ,vith the DelTIOCratic party received the new paper, and became
converts to the nevv cause. The party grew ,vith great rapidity. The
most of the German non-resistants warmly espoused the cause. In the
election held in 1829, the Anti-Masonic party swept the country with a
considerable majority. Prom that time for several years Anti-ltlasonic
principles in Lancaster county V\Tere in the ascendant. Masonry sank
rapidly below par. No longer was a member of the Order free from
insult, and they mostly ceased all connection ,vith their lodges. These
,vere closed one after another, and every lodge in the county remained
closed for some years.' Most of the rural lodges were never again re
opened. Lecturers passed through the country detailing the horrors of
Masonry; exhibitions were given in which the different scenes of Ma
sonic initiation were said to be represented upon the stage; and
almanacs, both English and German, were filled with cuts representing
Masonry in the lllOst ludicrous light. Feeling beeame more and Inora
intense against the Order; and he was a bold man, indeed, who any
longer o,vned himself the member of an organization resting under such
public odium. Most members of the Order denied that they were
Masons, and it even become matter of insult to charge a man as being a
J:I'ree Mason.

Jarvis F. Hanks, a }flason of ten years' standing, and eighteen de
grees, from Nc,v York State, began on Monday, May 4th, 1830, holding
exhibitions in Lancaster, representing the various initiations of Masonry.
He exhibited first in Lancaster, and afterwards in 1VIt. Joy, Strasburg,
New Holland, ~Ianheim and other places. He carried with him tools,
implements, robes, &c., by which the better to illustrate the l\'Iasonic
initiations. He charged t,venty-,five cents admittance to his exhibition.
He represented himself as an artist by profession, a member of church
in good standing, and an editor of the Investig((;tor, an Anti-Masonic
paper. lIe began his exhibitions and illustrations by introducing "a
poor, blind candidate," ,vith a bandage over his eyes, and a rope around
his neck; "neither naked no'r clothed, barefooted nor shod," IIis exhi
bitions purported to represent the oaths, mysteries and ceremonies of
Free Masonry, and to display before the eyes of his audience the spec
tacles and workings of a Masonic Lodge. His exhibitions were numer-
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ever resal ed to stand by what his conscience dictated as
duty. I

HAI..DJl]MAN FAMILY. In Rupp's History of Lan
'Caster co~nty, p. 397, a list of citizens is given who were
·chosen in! 1775 as a Committee of Public Safety, in the
,ously attend.ed. In his exhibitions Hanks generally represented the
nrst eveningl the Entered Apprentice and Master l\'1ason's Degree; the
-next eveni~f' the Royal Arch Degree, and on the third, the TelnpIal'
Degree. A~ J\lt. Joy he exhibited in the school-house; but great oppo-
'sition ,vas made to his exhibiting in the public building. He also
,exhibited to ~audiencesof ladies the initiations into the Entered Appren
tice and Master Mason's Degree; and at Mt. Joy a lady of standing
a-eceived th~ "Iferoine of Jericho," or lady degree. He exhibited to
-the ladies w~thout cOlupensation. These exhibitions were held all over
the county, r.nd were designed to bring the ~Iasonic Order into public
-contempt. Anti-~IasonicpapeTS were full of prospectuses and announce
ments of th~ publication of books and rituals exposing the secrets of
Masonry. One writing in 1830 says: "The developnlentsandexposures
'Of Masonry Ihave already thrown the institution into disgrace. Five
years ago nol one dared to speak against it, but now its luembers become
angry if call¢d Masons, and publicly talk against it. No public parades
are any mofe held, and no initiations are nlade.jnto the Order. The
Democratic iparty found itself obliged to exclude all ~Iasons from its

ticket. " I I

Lancaster Lodge, No. 43, after being closed for a considerable tiIne,
was ag<.tin pened, and melubers stealthily began to visit it in small
numbers, £a'T melubers of respect, for a long time, frequenting any of
the meeting. Robert ~ioder,,\rell,esq., l\'layor Albright, and Dr. Geo. B.
Kerfoot ,ve amongst the most respected and influential Masons who
helped to lif~ the Order again to respectability. In 1837 the meetings of
the Lodge ~re small, and those who visited theln soug-ht access so as
not to be se~n by their neighbors. An odium hung over the Order even
for years lat,r, and it was not nl11ch before 1850 that IV[asons felt bold
enough to lId their public processions as in thnes prior to the Anti
Masonic exc telnent. It soon becalne clear that the Anti-l\Iasonic party
could never ecome national, its strength being confined very generally
to the Nort. Although it had already lost i~s distinctive importance,
the election jof Ritner as Governor, in 1835, ,vas regarded as an Anti
.Masonic triuJmph. About this time, however, the Anti-J\iasonic party
un Lancasteri divided, a part calling themselves Whigs. Fromt his time
.Anti-MaSOn! continued to decline in the county until Stevens came to
Lancaster fr m Adams county, in 1842, and attempted, but unsuccess
fully, to l'evi e it. The leading Anti-Masons were Amos Ellmaker, Isaac
Burro'wes, 1h08. H. Burro\ves, Roland Diller and Samuel Parke. ':"'~le

leaders whoi brought up the Whig party in Lancaster county. were
·Christopher Hager, JOhll Shaeffer, John F. Long, Will. GleiIn, Geo.
W. HaIllersl and Luther Richards.
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troubles which resulted in the war ,vith England, and ambng
numerous German names, that of Jacob Haldenlan 1 appears
as one of three for Rapho to,vnship. To his grandson Henry
Haldeman, a similar trust ,vas confided at Harrisburg during
the so-called Buckshot War in 1838. Jacob Haldeman was
the father of John Haldeman, (1753-1832) of Locust Grove,
near Bainbridge,2 on the Susquehanna, who lived in the
house now occupied by his grandson John (son of John B.)
Haldeman, about two miles below Bainbridge. The elder
John was married to Maria Breneman, and they brought up
a large family, most of whom were sons, and becaUle suc
cessful business Inen.3 After a prosperous career, John Hal
deman and wife left their homestead to their oldest son, J obn
B., (1779-1836) and retired to a life of leisure in Co]umbia.
'The large stone mill at Locust Grove (subsequently trans
ferred to his fourth son, Henry), was built by him and bears
the inscription-ERBAUET BEl JOHN HALDEMAN AND ]\LA.RIA

HALDE1\IAY, 1790.
About the year 1795 he was a menlber of the State Legis

lature for two terms at Philadelphia, ,vhere he made the
acquaintance of various distinguished men of the period.
He ,vas well informed, fond of reading, and a subscriber to
works like' Guthrie's Geography,' 2 vols. 4to. 1794) and
'The \iVorId Displayed,' 8 vols. 8vo. 1795, both of which
he presented to S. S. Haldenlan ,vhen a boy. These im
parted a taste for geography and travel to the recipient,
who in 1837, when engaged in the geological survey of the
State in the vicinity of Hummelsto\vn, remembered the
exaggerated description in Guthrie, of the cave on the S,va
tara. Upon visiting it he discovered the main cave, (pre-

1 Born in Gernlall Switzerland, October 7th, 1722; died December 3d,
1783: General Haldeman, a native of French Switzerland, and the first
British Governor of Canada, visited Lancaster county in 1773, and
offered to adopt one of Jacob Haldema.n's sons, as he had not a family
,of his own. The celebrated scientific writer, 1\'11'8. Marcett, was related
to this family.

2 This town ,vas founded by his sons John B. and Henry Haldeman.

:3 Particularly the second Jacob ]\1. flaldeman, (1781-1857) of Harris
burg, w110se son Jacob S. ,vas ~finister to Sw·eden in 1862, and another
son, (F chard J.) is now' (1872) a 11lember of Congress from Cumberland
county Pennsylvania.
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viously unk~own),by climbing to a small hole into which he
crept, and found a descent where a rope was required to
reach the flo~r. In the apartment thus entered for the first
time, every delicate stalactite was perfect; there was not a
foot-print in! the soft clay floor, and the bones of bats were
the only sig~s of previa us visiterse

HALDEMAN, S. S., was born at Locust Grove 1fills in
1812; the o~est son of Henry Haldeman (1787-1849) and
his wife Fr~nces Steman, (1794-1826). The house of his.
parents was ~ell supplied with books, a pair of globes, &c.t

which affor~ed indoor occupation. He went to the local
schools unti the age of thirteen, and as there was little or
nothing req ired of him in the way of employrnent, his time
in the vacat~ons was spent in tIle use of tools, in the shops
on the pre~ises, in shooting, fishing, boating, trappingt

riding and srin1ming, thereby securing a good constitution
and founding habits of observation which were afterwards
applied to t~e study of the sciences. Scott's beautiful illa,p
of Lancasteri county (published about the year 1824), had
great attrac~~on8 for him, and taught him the local geogra
phy; and as!a boy he studied natural history, wading in the
Susquehann~ for shells, collecting plants, and traversing the
river shore f~r nlinerals, Indian arrowheads and stone axes.
He formed a:' little museum on the loft of the carriage house,.
where among other things, he had. rude anatomical prepara
tions made Tfrom rabbits, possums, muskrats, and other
animals; anp. a traveling Methodist preacher taught him
how to stuff Ibirds. From his father's house an eagle's nest
was visible, i upon a large buttonwood, on an island a mile
distant, and I i~ was easy to observe the eagle chasing and
robbing the 6sh..hawk, and to ascertain that when he cannot
thus get fis~, he ,viII dive for them himself--a fact first put
on record b~ 1fr. Haldeman, who also published the fact
that the per~grine falcon nests in rocks, as in Europe, and
not in trees,! as Wilson and others had supposed. He had
in reality p~ocured young ones from a nest in the cliff
(Chickies Rock) which rises behind his present residence.

In the spring of 1826, when nearly fourteen years of age"
Prof. Haldeman was sent to the Classical Academy of Dr~
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John M. Keagy,! at Harrisburg, where be rernained for two
years, and then went to Dickinson College, Carlisle, where
he was a student for two years more. ·Here he took lessons
in French as an extra study, a language to which his atten
tion had been turned by the grammar used by his mother
when a pupil at Litiz; and his taste for natural science was,
encouraged under Prof. H. D. Rogers, subsequently the dis
tinguished geologist. Preferring to direct his own studies,
he returned borne at the age of eighteen, and while occa
sionally assisting his father in the saw~milling business at 4

Uhickies, he continued his studies and gradually accumulated
cabinets of geology, conchology and entomology, and a
scientific and linguistic library.

In 1835 he published his first cOlnmunication of a scien
tific character in the Lancaster Journal, being a refutation
of Locke's "1foon Hoax," in which it was pretended that
with a telescope twenty-four feet in diameter, animals had
been observed in the moon.2 At this period he was inter
ested in education, and was ready to lecture before lyceums,
which came into vogue about that time; and subsequently
before educational conventions, on scientific and linguistiC'
subjects, taking care to expose the scientific errors which
are so often present in educational literature. To one of
these books h~ devoted an entire pamphlet, (' Notes on Wile
son's Readers'), of which the revised edition has the date of
1870. ,Vhen editing the 'Farm Journal,' (1851, p. 2 and'
66,) he ridiculed the' Paine Light;' and when' spirit rappings'

I See Mombert's History of Lancaster county, 1869, p. 398.
2 The following paragraph will give an idea of this refutation: "The'

magnifying power of the new telescope is said to be 42,000 times, and
capable of distinguishing objects of a few inches in diameter on the
lunar surface. Now this power is much too great for an instrument.
twenty-four feet in diameter, a,nd still not great enough to distinguish
objects of eighteen inches. The unassisted eye, ,vhen viewing the moon,
can distinguish a spot of about seventy nliles, and· of course with a
telescope magnifying seventy times, one 11lile of lunar surface would
just be visible. According to the rule for calculating the power of tele-·
scopes, it 'would require a magnifyip.g power of 37,000 to distinguish
ten feet of lunar surface, and a lens to produce this power could not be
less than sixty feet in diameter, with a focal distance of three hundred
feet. From this, we may judge to what an extent the powers of a.
twenty-four foot diameter telescope have been overrated."
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(lame up, the~ received like attention. On one occasion a
a speaker spo~e of the sciences as leading to skepticisln,
when he repli1d, that ~f it had not been for physical science
we would pro~ably have been executing witches to this day.

In 1835 Prqf. Haldeman married }liss Mary A. Hough,
a,nd removed ~o the residence ,vhich they still occupy; at
·Chickies, whe~e he was subsequently joined by his brothers,
Dr. Edwin Haldeman and Paris Haldeman, in the iron busi·
ness. In this connection he published a paper, in 1848, on

. the construction of blast furnaces; in 1855 he edited the
,second edition of Taylor's" Statistics of Ooal," and for many
years he has been an officer of the State Agricultural So·

I

.ciety. In 184R his "Freshwater Univalve Mollusca" of the
United States tas commenced, a work which had no superior
in the style aUf finish of its plates: 1 About ~he .period of
,1855-8 he was professor of agrIcultural chemIstry and
geology in De~a,vare College, confining his cou-rse to several
months of each year, without residing permanently at the
college. His f.aper "On Species and their Distribution,"
(1851), opened! a question which has been more recently de-

I

veloped into that is now called Dar,vinism, and Darwin
himself rnal{:es favorable mention of this article in his later
editions.

As language is a characteristic of mankind, his attention
was drawn to it as an aid to ethnology; he studied it as a
natural scienc~, and the first result "vas his "}1~lements of
Latin Pronunq.liation," (1851), in ,vhicb the attempt is made
to ascertain the ancient pronunciation. 2 Professor Halde
man subseque~tly lectured OD the "l\lechanism of Speech"

1 The original shells figured have been presented to the .Academy of
Natural Sciences, Philadelphia; and those of the continuation, pub
lished in P"lris, ,~ere given to the celebrated Delessert-Lamarck collec
tion in that city. :

2 That philo8op~licaltalent and tact so essential for investigations in
natural science, Which he is ,veIl known eminently to possess, he has
here brought to ~ear on the eiements of the Latin language with pecu
liar success. Hi~ conclusions, we fancy, are generally, if not alw'ays,
correct, as they ~re founded on philosophical principles, having been
drawn from variolus reliable nlaterials, both ancient and modern, in a
manner almost as satisfactory and as safely to be trusted as the deduc
tions of mathema:tics.-M~'rcer8burgReview, March, 1852.
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before the Smithsonian Institution, and in 1858 his "Tre
velyan Prize Essay" was successful in England, against six
teen competitors. This essay was published in 1860, by J ..
B. Lippincott & Co., Philadelphia, under the title of "Ana
lytic Orthography," and it contains specimens' of about
seventy languages and dialects, as heard from the lips of the
natives themselves. In 1865 his ' Affixes to English Words'
appeared, which claims to be the key to the analysis of
100,000 words; 1 and in the Southern Review (Baltimor'et

July, 1869), he has an article on American Dictionaries.2

.. Of late years the advance of learning has required an
increase of professors in the large colleges, and among thesfl
the University of Pennsylvania stands in the front rank, its
location in a large city like Philadelphia affording facilities
for getting instructors in the various sciences. The last
professorship added to the list in this institution, was that of'
Comparative Philology, in 1870, to which Prof. Haldeman
was elected. Studying language as a natural science, and
simultaneously with it, he often gives definite information
upon points which his predecessors had attributed to 'acci
dent' or 'euphony;' and studying the vocal elements of many·
languages by ear, he ascertained, for example, that a certain
sound of Arabic and Hebrew occurs in vVyandot, another in
Esquimaux, while another is common to Cherokee and:
·Welsh. It is obvious that to ascertain such facts, the same·
person must hea14 the sounds compared, and from native·
speakers. Oomanche was thus heard in Washington, Ha
waian at Liverpool, and from Queen Emma in London, Gud..
jerati from a Parsee in Paris, and the language of the Tonga
Islands, and Coordish, at the missionary college of the
Propaganda at Rome, at which many languages are spoken.

At school and in college the subject of this notice was an
llIr Haldeman has compressed in an elegantly printed octavo volume,

* * a collection more rational, complete, and exhaustive of the com
ponent parts of our language, t!?-an we have had any good right to hope
for within the present century; ~:f * a most practical, useful work,
* * absolutely indispensable to systematic and thorough students of'
language.-Gontemporary Review, London, July, 1867.

2It is a learned and exhaustive eX:1mination of the respective merits
and demerits of Worcester's and Webster's dictionaries.-Trubner's"
Literary Record, London, September, 1869.

PA-Genealogy



262 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

average stud nt, acquiring knowledge slowly"; and had he
remained to graduate, he would probably not have taken
any of the h~ors. His success is to be attributed to facility
in determinin the proper line of inqu.iry, caution in adopt
ing results, a d persistent industry in research; traveling to
observe, but ~iving the life of a hermit when working up his
materials, althus producing a series of from eighty to one
hundred co· munications in the scientific journals, causing
Dr. Hitchcoc , the distinguished geologist, to express sur~

prise that heishould "find time to make and bring out so
many new di$coveries." As work produces fatigue, rest is
required, and! as rest may be secured in a change of study,
the" Tours of a Chess Knight," (1864, illustrated with 114:
figures) was t~e result of such a change.

ACkllOWle1ments for his aid, or for suggestions, are given
in various A erican worlcs of science, such as Lynch's Dead
Sea Expediti n; and he has been honored with mernbership
in a nunlber, of learned societies, American and foreign.
One of his la~est labors has been an essay on that curious
dialect of Ge~man spoken among us, and called" Pennsyl
vania Dutch,'! which he was requested to prepare for the
Philological ~ociety of London, and which is now in their

hands. 1i

HAMBRI HT, GEN. HENRY, was a member of the Legis...
lature in the ears 1813, 1814, 1816, and 1817.

HAMBRIGtHT, GEORGE, elected sheriff of Lancaster
county in 181,s.

HAMBRIG\HT, HENRY A., now Major of the 19th United
States Infantr~, brevet Oolonel United States army, and
brevet Briga-~ier General United States V 01unteers during
the late rebelFon, was born at Lancaster, Pa., on the 24th
day of Mareh, ~819, and was the third son (!)f Major Frederick
Hambright an~ Elizabeth Shaeffer, his wife. The family of
Hambrights were always fond of military life; in fact they
were natural Born soldiers; his father and uncle, Col. George
Hambright, bqth of whom were highly popular men, not
only served as Icaptains of our old-time volunteer companies,
but during the war of 1812-14 marched to the battle-field
and defended their country. The father of Henry A. Ham-
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bright was Major-General of the militia of Lancaster county,
and was a soldier in reality. Henry A. Hambright, after
commanding a fine and spirited volunteer company, (as his
father and uncle had done before him), in which he had
served under his father as second sergeant, no sooner heard
of the declaration of war between the United States and
Mexico, in 1846, than he volunteered and entered into the
service of his country. His conlpany had been previously
twice called upon by the then Governor of Pennsylvania,
David R. Porter, and marched to Philadelphia to quell the
riots there taking place, and it rendered efficient service.
He early felt the necessity of learning the" school of the
soldier," and the efficiency of discipline. Giving proper
attention thereto, he becalne a good soldier, and marched as
First Lieutenant of a company in the 2d regiment of Penn
sylvania volunteers, commanded by Colonel William B.
Roberts, to the Mexican \va!". He served throughout the
whole war in the valley" of Mexico, from Vera Cruz to the
City of Mexico, and was consequently present in the battles
of Oerro Gordo, La Roya, Oontreras, Cherubusco, Molino
del Rey, Ohepultepec, Belen Gate, and the taking of the
City of Mexico. After his return with the regilnent to the
United States, which was mustered out of service at Pitts
burg in 1848, he resumed his busin-ess as a contractor on
public works, and afterwards was an efficient officer on the
Pennsylvania Oentral Railroad, stationed at Lancaster.

It was in this capacity that he was serving when the
rebellion became a "fixedfact," and having reorganized his
old volunteer company, the" Jackson Riflemen," and ten
dered its services with his own to the Gnvernor of Pennsyl
vania, was received and marcheS. to Harrisburg. He was
mustered into service in the 1st Pennsylvania volunteers,
under Oolonel Samuel Yohe, for three months, and partici
pated in all the actions of the campaign under Gen. Robert
Patterson. On the discharge of this three months' regiment,
he immediately raised a new regiment and offered its services
to the government to serve for three years, which offer was
accepted, provided he had it ready for service in thirty days,
and to report to the Adjutant General, U. S. A., at Wash-
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ington city'! This order was promptly complied with, after
a short extension of time. The regiment proceeded to Pitts
burg, and was organized October 18th, 1861, with its full
complemen~of officers and men, and a fine regimental band.,
It was afte~wards known througp.out the whole war, as the
gallant and efficient 79th Pennsylvania regiment, and Col.
Hambright I continued in its command until it was finally
mustered o~t of service at the conclusion of the war. On
the 7th dat of June, 1865, "for meritorious services in the;
field," he was commissioned by the President" brevet Brig
adier General of volunteers." While serving in the three
months' service as Captain, he received the commissien of
Captain in tpe 11th regiment United States Infantry, of the·
regular armlY; this appointment he accepted; but his higher
temporary r~nk as Colonel of a brave regiment of volunteers
where he w4s doing his whole duty, at times being in com
mand of a hrigade, kept him in full emploJrnent, and he con·
tinued in co6mand as Colonel of the 79th, and brevet Brig
adier Gener~l in the army of the Ohio, and that of the Cum
berland, and formed part of Sherman's grand corps in the cele
brated march to the sea. ("rnder all circumstances he brought
into service those active and energetic powers with which
he was naturally gifted, and participated in all the actions
and battles of the campaigns under Generals Buel, Rose
crans, Geor~e H. Thomas, Sherman and other commanders,
which endedl the war; eliciting from them all high com
mendations. i

Colonel H~mbright, since the close of the war, has served
in Texas arid other parts of the south, and is at present
comnlanding officer at Fort Jackson, Louisiana, together

I

with Fort Sti Philip, lying adjacent thereto on the other bank
of the Mississippi river, near its mouth. He is an honor to
the army and a credit to his native State. His actions and
meritorious :conduct speak for themselves, and need no
eulogy. I .

HAMBRIGHT, MAJOR FREDERICK, son of John and
Susanna Hambright, was born at Lancaster, Penna., Novem
ber 22d, 178~. Early in life he displayed a taste for mili
tary affairs, ~nd in 1810 became a member of the Lancaster

i,
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Phalanx. As fourth corporal of this company he marched
to Elkton, 1\ld., in 1813~ under Captain "James Humes. In
181-1:, when Baltimore was threatened with destruction and
pillage by the British, the Phalanx again Inustered for the
defence, and on this occasion the subject of this notice
accompanied it in the. capacity of ensign. The company
was now under the command of his brother, George Ham··
bright. After going into camp for three months the
Pennsylvania troops were discharged, and returned to their
respective homes. In the year 1815 Mr. Harnbright was
elected captain of the Phalanx, a position he held up to
1838, when the company disbanded. During the afore
mentioned period he had several times been elected major
of a battalion, composed of different volunteer companies of
Lancaster county, in which position he was highly esteemed
and gave very general satisfaction.

In the year 1839, at the request of the "Jackson Rifle
men," a very spirited cornpany, composed cbi~fly of )roung
men, he became their captain, and lnany new names having
been added to the roll, he commenced a series of instructions
that made it one of the best military companies in that
branch of the service anywhere to be found. In 1840 he
marched his company to Camp \Vayne, Pa., and at the
request of a regirnent there assembled, composed of volun
teers fronl various sections of the State, among which was
his own company, he assumed the command. In July, 1841,
Captain Hambright ,vas called upon by a. cornrnitte8 from
York, Pennsylvania, to take comrnand of all the volunteers
to assemble at Ca np Lafayette, in the following month; he
accepted and marched to York with his riflernf~n, on the 23d
of August, and organized the brigade. fJ.'his is said to have
been one of the handsomest displays of volunteers ever
witnessed in Pennsylvania, and gave Capt. Hambright great
credit for the discipline of the entire cOlnmand. He won
golden opinions. fr@ID all assembled, as he, on this occasion,
displayed a knowledge of military affairs inferior to none,
and ranked hinlself as a commanding officer of rare military
attainments. He continued in command of the Riflemen
until 1846, when they disbanded their organization.

20
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On the!4th of July, 1842, he was elected Major General of
the 4th d~vision of the Pennsylvania Militia by the officers
thereof. lIn the year 1824 Major Hambright marched two
~ompanie$-the"Lancaster Phalanx" and the" City Guards"
by invita~ion, to participate in the reception of the nation's
guest, General La Fayette, on his ~rrival in this country.
This, at t1P.at time, was one of the most brilliant receptions
witnessed! in the United States. Major Hambright also
marched a comrnand to Philadelphia on t"vo several occa..
sions wheh riots were taking place in that city, in obedience
to the cal~ of David R. Porter, Governor of the common..
wealth. On those occasions Major Hambright was the re
~ipient of much applause for the high state of discipline
"rhich hi~ cOilllnand exhibited, and for the very efficient
services thich he so cheerfully rendered. As a civilian,
Major Hatnbright held a prominent and influential position
amongst his fellow-citizens. In the fall of 1821 be was
elected H~gh Sheriff of Lancaster county, an office previously
filled by i his brother, Col. George Hambright. As an
~vidence qf the esteem in which he was held by the people,
upon the ierlnination of his office of Sheriff he was elected a
membe~ <# the State Senate of Pennsylvania, the duties of
which he aischarged honestly and faithfully. About twenty
years ago !be removed to Allegheny, where he resided up to
the time ~f his death, which took place March 17th, 1872,
at the resi~ence of his daughter, Mrs. Charlotte Kennedy, in
the 86th ~ear of his age.

As a t~$timony of the regard in which 11ajor Hambright
was held ~y those under his command, the following certifi..
cates are ~ppended, one signed by the officers of the" Lan
caster Ph~lanx" which he so long commanded, and the other
signed bylthe Lancaster city Battalion.

"I, Peter! Reed, jr., Fir~t Lieutenant of the Lancaster Phalanx, a
volunteer cqrps belonging to the city battalion of volunteers in the 1st
Brigade, 4t~ Division, Pennsylvania militia, do certify that Major
Frederick IJambright .became a member of said corps at the organiza
tion, on the 118th day of July, 1810; and in the year 1813, when the said
corps marched to Elkton, in the late war, he was appointed a corporal;
in the year 1814, when said company marched to the defence of Balti
more, he was elected ensign in the corps; in 1815 he was elected cap
tain, which command he still holds; and in the various duties of private,
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officer and commander, for twenty-five years, his conduct has been that
of a gentleman, a soldier and a patriot, alike anxious for the honor of
his corps and the welfare and prosperity of the strong arm of our
country's defence, the volunteer system.

Given under our hand this 4th day of May, A. D. 1835.
(Signed) PETER REED, Jr.,

1st Lieut. Lancaster Phalanx.

We, the undersigned officers of the Lancaster city battalion of volun
teers, in the 1st Brigade, 4th Division, P. :1\1., do hereby certify that
Major Frederick Hambright was elected and commissioned Major com
manding said battalion on the 12th day of ~iay, A. D. 1826, which
command he yet holds, and has conducted himself as an active disci
plinarian, vigilant officer, and honorable gentleluan, beloved and re
spected by his soldiers, and enjoying their highest confidence as a
gallant commander, ever ready to defend the rights of freedom and the
welfare and glory of his country.

Given under our h.ands this 4th day of May, A. D. 1835.

(Signed) CHARLES NAUMAN, Adjutant.
JOHN LEONARD, Surgeon.
JACOB KAUFMAN, Quartermaster.

HENRY PINKERTON, Captain City Guards.
GEORGE BAUGHMAN, Captain Jackson Riflemen.
PErrER REED, JR., 1st Lieut. Lancaster Phalanx.
CHAS. NAUMAN, 1st Lieut. Oity Guards.
~IICHAEL TUISfiHJER, 1st Lieut. J ack~on Riflemen.
PHILIP PYLE, 2d Lieut. Lancaster Phalanx. •
J"Aeon FOLTZ, 2d Lieut. City Guards.
GEORGE EAGLES, 2d Lieut. Jackson Riflemen.

HAMILTON, JAMES, a member of the Legislature In

1734, 1735, 1736, 1737 and 1738.
HAMILTON, JOHN, elected State Senator in 1825.

HAMILTON, WILLIAM, was born in the city of Phila
delphia, and learned the business of printing in the office of
Benj. F. Bache. In the winter of 1794-5 he came to Lan
caster, and entered into partnership with Henry Wilcox to
publish the Lancaster Journal, a newspaper which the latter
had started. The partnership was not of long daration.
Hamilton purchased the interest of his partner, and published
the Journal from June, 1796. He continued its publication
until 1820, when he sold out his interest to Huss & Brenner.
Du;ring the year 1796 Hamilton favored the election of
Thomas Jefferson for the next President, and so tltrongly
that he alienated certain Federal leaders, from him, and they
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withdrew,their SUpp0rt from the paper. Among those who
did so, were Robert Coleman and Charles Smith, esq. His
paper had ostensibly set out in its publication as a neutra.l
in politic~, but by 1799 it donned the full Federal uniform,
and contir!ued to wear this garb as long as Hamilton con
trolled it. He ,vas elected a member of the Legislature in
-1810 and 11811, and a State Senator in 1812. Hamilton was
captain of a rifle company, raised in 1814, in Lancaster, and
-he march~d with his company to Baltimore 'on the 3d of
Septembdr, 1814. He was elected Treasurer of Lancaster
county, i~ the year 1816, and twice reelected, in 1817 and
1818. Hb became a defaulter to a large amount of money,
upwards ~f $20,000, and his securities became responsible
therefore. I His securities ,vere Geo. Musser, W ffi. Coop~r,

and John IBomberger. The securities paid the interest on
the defalc~tion debt for some years, aDd finally the County
Commissipners exonerated them from 'the debt. Hamilton,
after his ~ilure, became so distressed in mind that -he was
believed Iby many to have beconle in~ane, and he was
removed ~o the almsbouse, where he died April 10th, 1820,
in the 49~b year ~f his age. ·

HAMltTON, VVILLIA:M, elected a member of the Legis
lature in 11855 and 1856. In 1860 he was elected to the
State Sen~te.

·H~~MAKER, DAKIEL, elected a member of the Legis-
lature in ~829 and 1830.

HAN~, GENERAL ED,\VARD, was born December 31st,
-1744, at Gl'ydafl~ Kings county, province of Leinster, Ireland.
He receiv;ed in 1807 the appointment of surgeon's mate, or
surgeon tt the 18th Royal Irish regirnent of foot, and sailed
\vith the regirnent from Cork, May 20th, 1767. He arrived
at Philadelphia, July 11th. He was ensign of the same regi
ment, his commission bearing date in 1'772. He went with
the 18th regiment to Fort Pitt, and returned to Philadelphia
in 1774, r:esigning his commission and receiving a regular
discharge! from the British service. In the same year he
came ,vitll recommendations to Lancaster, in order to practice
his profe~sion. The following year he married. In 1775
he enteredi. the Continental service, his first commission bear-

PA-Genealogy



OF LANCASTER COUNTY. 269

ing date in June of that year. In 1777 he was chosen
Colonel of the 1st regiment of Pennsylvania riflemen, one
famous for its exploits during the Revolution. He was
raised to the grade of Brigadier General and subsequently to
that of Adjutant GeneraL He was the Adjutant General at
the battle of Y orkto'Nll, and marched with his troops back to
Philadelphia, where they,vere dismissed. Upon the close of
the war he resumed the practice of medicille in Lancaster.
Iri. 1798 he was appointed Major General in the Provisional
army. In 1785 he was elected a member of the Pennsylva
~ia House of Representatives. In 1789 he was a delegate
from Lancaster county to the Convention that amended the
first State Oonstitution. He was a member of the Conti
nental Congress in 1784 and 1785. In politics he was a
Federalist. He died September Brd, 1802, in the 58th year
of his age. As a citizen he was highly esteemed, and as a
physician greatly sought after and beloved, especially by
the poor, to whom he was in the habit of rendering his
services gratuitously.

HARBAUGH, REV. HENRY, an American clergyman and
author, was born in Franklin county, Pa., October 28th,
1817. His great grandfather emigrated from Switzerland
about the year 1736. His father was a farmer, and the sub
ject of this notice spent his youth working. on the farm until
the 19th year of his age. Being very fond of reading, he
was in the habit of saving all the spare money he could, and
therewith buying himself books. In 1836 he sta'rted west,
"\vith the design of learning the carpentering trade. He
followed this occupation for some time, still using his spare
moments in reading. For three years he taught school in
winter an<d went to an academy in summer; and in the year
1840 he entered lYlarshall College, at Mercersburg, and at
the same time read divinity in the Theological Seminary at
the same place. He was licensed and ordained in 1843, and ,
became pastor of the German Reformed congregation in
Lewisburg, Pa" still continuing his literary studies with un
,abated interest. In 184811e published" Heaven, or an Earn
est and Scriptural Inquiry into the Abode of the Sainted
Dead." This work was well received, and has passed t.hrough
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Ilumerous, editions. In January, 1850, he commenced the
publicatioF of the Gua,rdian, a monthly magazine, still
continued~ In 1850 he received a call from the First Ger
man Reformed church of Ijancaster, which he accepted and
~ntered upon his duties April 1st, 1850. Being a strong
advocate ~f total abstinence, and having in his congregation
a few liq~r dealers and many more who did not disapprove
of the rna erate use of int~xicatingdrinks, considerable op
position s: on manifested itself against him. He, however,
overpowered the opposition, the Consistory sustaining him.
The cong~egation,through his instrumentality and influence,
began in ~852 the erection of a new church, vvhich was com
pleted in 1854. A committee of the Eastern Synod having
recomme:d!ded for the use of the Reformed church a provi
sionallitu gy, Mr. Harbaugh gradually and cautiously intro
duced it uring the morning service, without exacting the
responses rom the congregation; but even this partial lean-

~ing to wh t was termed" high churchism," created decided
dissatisfac,ion. An attempt made shortly after to define the
limits of Imembership, and admonish irregular members,
created futther trouble. Several of the mem bers slackened
their atten~ance,or ceased attending church altogether. The
secret of ~ppositionwas their dislike to the liturgy, and this
continued lito increase until it culminated one Sunday morn
ing in th~'Consistory locking him out of the church. For
this offen~ they were arraigned before Classis, deposed from
office, and Isuspended from the benefits of communion. This
ied to ano~her secession of twenty or thirty members, most
of whom ¢onnected themselves with St. Paul's church. He
still conti~ued to serve the balance of the congregation until
Septembe~, 1860, when he resigned. He accepte~ a call
from St. john's church, Lebanon, where he served for three
years, and was then elected Professor of Theology in the"
Seminary i:at ~lercersburg, Pa., which position he held at the'

ti~e of hi~ death, December 28th, 1867. In 1851 he pub
lished " T~e Heavenly Recognition, or an Earnest and Scrip"
tural DisctIssion of the Question, ' Will we know our Friends
in Heaven.'" In 1853 he published "The Heavenly Home,
or the Enjoyments of the Saints in Heaven." In 1854 he·
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published" The Birds of the Bible." In 1857 appeared his
life of Michael Schlatter, and in 1857-58 the" Fathers of the
German Reformed Church in Europe and America," in 3
volumes. Shortly after this he issued" The True Glory of
Woman, as portrayed in the Beautiful Life of the Virgin
Mary." He is also the author of-" Union with the Ohurch,"
and the" Plea for the Lord's Portion of a Ohristian's Wealth,
in Life by Gift, in Death by Will." Dr. Harbaugh deserv
edly ranks as a man of high order of intellect. As a clergy
man, he spoke with considerable force, being solid, weighty
and emphatic in his delivery. As an author, his works give
evidence of great industry, rather than profundity. His
writings are chiefly of the popular order. He no doubt
possessed the ability to become a theologian of eminence,
but perhaps it may be suggested that his attention was too
much dissipated in the collection of his material for and in
the writing of his histories to allow him to bestow such
attention upon theological questions as would have rendered
him profound. As a poet, he showed some ability. in the
Pennsylvania Gerrnan, his native vernacular.

HARTMAN, D.A..VID, was elected Sheriff of Lancaster
county in 1845.

HARTMAN, JOSEPH, elected Commissioner in 1837.

HAVERSTICK, GEORGE, elect~d Commissioner in 1828.

ITAWTHORNE, GEO. C., elected Register in 1860.

HA"\VTHORNE, SA~IUEL, a member of the Legislature
in 1829 and 1830.

HAYES, ALEXA.ND~RL., was born in Kent county, in
the State of Delaware. He was educated in the Southern
Boarding School, in Smyrna, afterwards studied in the New
ark Academy, and graduated at Dickinson Oollege, Carlisle,
in 1812. He began the study of law in the office of Hon.
Henry M. Ridgely, of Dover, where he continued to read for
three years, the period prescribed for law students in that
State, and was then admitted to the Delaware bar. He com
menced the practice of the profession in Dover, but after
wards removed to Philadelphia, and was admitted as a
practitioner before the District Court, Oourt of Common
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Pleas, and.the Supreme Court, in 1820. After practicing
his profession for about a year in Philadelphia, he moved to
the city of' Reading, Pa., where he practiced the profession
for about ~ix years. While a resident of Reading he mar
ried a daughter of Galbraith Patterson, esq., of Mifflin

• I

county, P~. In June, 1827, he was appointed by Governor
Shultz, ASfociate Judge of the District Court of the counties
of York ~nd Lancaster, Judge Bradford being President
of the court. He discharged the duties of the office of asso
ciate judge for about seven years, when the district of which
this court was composed was divided, and a separate district
court was!formed out of the county of Lancaster. Upon
the recom$endation of the menlbers of the Lancaster bar,
he was, in [833, appointed by Governor W olf, president of
this court.f Judge Hayes held this position by subsequent
teoappointfents, until 1849, when he resigJ.led the presidency
of this coutt and resumed the practice of the profession. It
iras not lObg after this that he became warmly interested in
the enterp~ise, then first beginning to be discu~sed, of estab
lishing a lotton mill in the city of Lancaster. He was
among the first who subscribed money for the new project,
and "\\'as se, ected by the stockholders to draft the first arti
cles of the association. I-Ie was after\\rards selected by the
stockholders as one of a committee of fi ve, (Christopher
Hager andlDavid Longenecker being part of the number),
who shou14 visit the New England States, and make them
selves acqctainted with cotton manufacture in that section of
the 1Tnion, land report upon the feasibili,ty of the contem
plat~d ente~prise; and if, in the judgrnent of the committee,
the establiElhment of such a branch of Inanufacture would
seem warranted, then to secure the services of an architect,
Who should cause the erection of a first-class cotton mill in
the city ~f Lancaster. r~Phis committee visited, in 1845,
Boston, N ~wburyport, Lowell, Saco, in Maine, and the prin
cipal cotto~ manufacturing towns of Ne'" England. Upon
returning, ~he committee reported in favor of the projected
enterprise, 'which report was unanimously adopted by the

1 The District Court of Lancaster was presided over by one judge
a]oae, and he was entitled the president judge of the district court.
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stockholders, and they proceeded immediately to erect cotton
mill No.1, in the city of Lancaster. The report ~ubmitted

by the committee that had visited the Eastern States, was
fran1ed by the subject of our notice, and evinces the great
{?,are and observation brought into requisition in the prepa ..
ration of this document.

Judge Hayes was solicited to become one of the five
managers who should superintend the affairs of the new COf

poration, but declined for want of sufficient time to do jus
tice to the duties of the posit.ion. In 1846 or 1847, in con
sequence of the declination of John N. Lane, one of the five
managers, he was again solicited to accept the vacant posi
tion, to which at length, with reluctance, he gave his assent,
.and was thereupon elected to this vacancy, and continued to
hold the san1e until 1854. During this tirne he was elected
general agent of the company, and upon the resignation of
Mr. Hager, as president of the board of mal.1agers, was
,chosen President of t1le said board. In the meantime the
:company had erected two other cotton lnills near the site of
the first one, and were ernploying eight hundred hands in
the mills, and running between seven and eight hundred
.spindles. In 1854 the Legislature having created an aSBO

·ciate law judge of the co-q.rt of common pleas of Lancaster
-county, Ju~ge Hayes was elected to fill the said position so
established, and thereupon resigned his position in the cotton
mill company. The duties of this position he continued to
-discharge up to 1864, a period of ten years, when he was
again reelected to a second term of the said office, which
position he yet continues to filL

HEINITZSOH, CARL HEINRICH, is the earliest settler of
the Heinitsh family in Lancaster. I-le emigrated from .
Leipsic, in SaxonJT, in the winter of 1781, and located in
Lancaster and established the first drug store ,vest of the
SchuylkilL The business thus established by him has been
carried on by his son, and is still continued by his grandson,
Charles A. Heinitsh. He died in 1803, and lies buried in
the burying ground of the Trinity Lutheran church.

HEITLER, RIOHARD R., appointed Register in 1839.

HENDERSON, JAS., a member of the Legislature in 1839.
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RENDE SON, MATIIEW, was born about 1770, in Salis
bury township, where his parents resided. He was of
Scotch-Irish descent. His grandfather, Thomas Henderson,
emigrated from Ireland about the year 1727. The subject _/
of this notice having received a classical education, studied
medicine and practiced his profession for many years with
fine success., In 1820 he was elected a melnber of the Penn-
sylvania House of Representatives, and in 1821 reelected.

I

In 1822 he was elected a member of the State Senate. After
the expiration of his legislative career he retired from the
practice of his profession and lived upon his farm. He died
about the year 1830.

HENDR~CKSON, GEORGE R., son of Okey Hendrickson,
was born J~ne 2d, 1826. After receiving an education he
taught SChll1 for a number of years. In the autumn of

. 1851 he w s nominated and elected Clerk of quarter ses
sions and? er and terminer, and discharged the duties of
that office In person for three years. He was the last clerk
in the old cdurt house, in Centre Square, and the first in the
new one, an~ officiated at the court when held at Fulton Hall.
He was, during the rebellion', elected quartermaster sergeant
to Compan F, of the 15th regin1ent Pennsylvania three
months' vol nteers. He was, in 1868, elected a justice of
peace.

HENDRI KSON, OKEY, a descendant of a Dutch-Swede
family, emiqrated from New York to Lancaster county
about the y~ar 1815. He was a man of unusual enterprise
and p~blic spirit for his time. I!e was instrumental in the
establIshme~t of a post·office In Mount Joy, and was
appointed tHe first postmaster, which position he held for
many years'i under different administrations, until 1837,
when on aC~bunt of the active support he gave the Anti
1fasonic par y, he was succeeded by a Democrat. He was
re-appointed to the same position in 1841, under President
Harrison, wih whom he enjoyed a personal acquaintancet

and whom h~ had entertained in his house, but died before
entering on ~he duties of the office. Out of respect for his
menl0ry, th~, appointrnent was promptly conferred upon
James, bis ol~est son. The project of a railroad, connecting
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Lancaster with the State Capital, originated in the town of
Mount Joy; and Okey Hendrickson, who was one of the
incorporators, was influential, in concert with Jacob Rohrer,
esq., Dr. Simon Meredith, Abraham Harnley, Henry Mussel
man, and Samuel Smith Patterson, in procuring a charter
for the road, and the capital for its construction.

*HENRY, JOHN JOSEPH, was born November 4th, 1758,
at Lancaster, Pennsylvania. He was apprenticed by his
father, WID. Henry, at the age of 14, to an uncle, who was
a gunsmith, then a resident of Lancaster, but who after some
time removed to Detroit, taking his nephew, John Joseph,
with him. At that place his stay was but short, on account
of the scarcity of business. He returned on foot with a
single guide, who died in the wilderness which lay between
Detroit and his home. It was here that hardships and mis
fortune first were felt, and which were his future compan
ions during a length of years. Young Henry returned to
his parents and home, dissatisfied with the employment a
judicious father h~d pointed out for him to gain a future
subsistence. His arduous mind panted after military glory;
the troubles of his country, which ,vas then making vigor
ous and ultimately successful struggles for a total emancipa
tion from slavery, wrought strongly upon one, the acme of
whose hopes and wishes ,vas to be one of those who con
tended most for freedom. In the fall of 1775 he clandes
tinely joined a regiment, raised in Lancaster county,
for the pnrpose of joining Arnold, who at that tilne was
stationed at Boston. After enduring all the fatigues of a
veteran soldier they entered Canada on his birthday, he being
then but 17 years of age. He endured hardships here which
he has enumerated in his history of the campaign against
Quebec. It was in prison, where he lay for nine months,
that he contracted a disease, (the scurvy), which at that time
did not make its appearance; but SL~ weeks afterwards, on
his return hOIne, at a time when least expected, it made its
appearance undel' its most malignant form; it was at a
time when it became a duty for him to continue in the army.
A captaincy had beeIl procured for him in the Virginia 1ine:r

*History of the Campaign against Quebec.
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and a lieute aney in that of Pennsylvania. He had designed
to accept of a command under the hero, Gen. Morgan, that
()f captain, but the disposer of all events arrested his career,
and instead 9f his fond expectations being accomplished, all
his hopes were blasted, his high prospects thwarted, and his
life became ia dreary blank, by the order of that Omnipo
tence which!furnished him with the fortitude which enabled
him through all his misery to kiss the rod that chastised him.
It was after Itwo years' continuance on the couch of sickness,
that his leg,which was the unfortunate cause of his illness,
began to heal, and renovated health gave brighter hopes for

himH.. 1 -I I d d II ·b·l· f h· ·
IS amen'!ess prec u e a POSSI 1 Ity 0 IS again enter-

ing the army. He had, however,. b.y a disregard of parental
.authority, ati least so far as concerned his trade, forfeited
his claim tq, his father's exertions to place him in such a
.situation, su<bh as would make him capable of rendering him
.self useful ~o society. A vigorous effort on his part was
necessary; resolution was not wanting; it was made. He
bound hiIllself an apprentice to John Hubley, esq., Protho
notary of the county of Lancaster, as a clerk in the office for
four years; ~e pursued his business with the closest appli.
cation, and di~chargedthe duties of that office with unabated
,care and strictness, and when the labors of the q.a.)' was over
his nights. were consumed in study, endeavoring to make
up in somel

! measure for tle neglect that his educa
tionhad su~ered by his becoming a soldier. His frame,
still somewh~t debilitated by his illness, was not capable of
sustaining th~ fatigues of office, his health suffered much from
labor so sev1re and application so intense. The time of his
indenture hating expired, he commenced the study of law
under Steph~n Chambers, esq. Here he became acquainted
with his future companion in life, the youngest sister of Mr.
'Chambers. jEre was admitted to the bar in 1785, and began
the practice ~f his profession, which he continued to pursue
until 1793, {vhen he was appointe~ by Governor Mifflin
J?resident of the second judicial district of Pennsylvania.
I A nunJber: of years had now elapsed, and his family W~8

la,rge. By an unfortunate removal to a district, at a sickly
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period, he was a:ttacked by the gout, which from inexperience;t
and owing to his having no knowledge as to the consequences
that would necessarily ensue, he did not take proper precau
tion so as to thwart tIle disease. Under that deceptions
name, numerous disorders invaded his frame, and at times
with so much severity that he was necessitated to continue
at home, and he was thus prevented from executing his
official duties as a judge. It was during some long years of
bodily suffering that his mind and memory reverted to those
scenes (more forcibly than ever) which formed so eventful a
field in a life of misfortune and vicissitude. The interest·
ing narrative of the sufferings of that band of heroes, of
which he was the youngest, is a simple tale of truth, which
he undeviatingly througho,ut his book adheres to.

Re is supported in all his assertions by the testimony of a
number of his companions in that arduous campaign, men
of character and respectability-his relation of incidents, his
descriptive account" of the country they passed through, the
situation of Quebec and the disposition of the army, all mark
him to have been a youth of accurate observation, of a com
prehensive and intelligent mind. Possessing, as he must
necessarily have done, activity of spirit and contempt of
fatigue, he gained the approbati9n and esteem of his seniors.
The buoyant spirits of youth rose high over misfortune;
unq.er the pressure of that severest distress, vivacity was
still retained and burst forth at intervals to cheer his hope
less companions.

Disease had no\v made rapid progress on a constitution
weakened hy repeated attacks and accumulation of disorders
which no skill could counteract or remedy. rrhe non-per
formance of his duties caused petitions from the several
counties to be presented to the Legislature for his removal;
nothing was alleged against him but absence. That honor
able House having exaluined and considered the charges,.
acquitted him with honor. Ilis comnlission he retained for
the space of two years afterwards; but illness and debility
increasing, and a knowledge of his infirmities being incur
able, compelled him to resign that office which he had held
with integrity for seventeen years. Four months succeed-
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ing, his wo n-out frame was destined to feel the stroke of
death, and is freed soul to seek refuge in the bosom of his
father and is God. He died at~ancaster,:April15th, 1811.
The history of the campaign against Quebec was written by
Judge Henr ,who often compared it in many respects to the
celebrated r treat of the ten thousand Greeks, and said of it
that it WOll d require the talents ofaXenophon to do it
real justice. I

HENRY,ij WILLIAM, was an ingenious and successful
mechanic otlLancaster, and for many years conducted a large
gun manufa~toryand iron-mongery, at the southeast corner
of Centre ~quare. He was inventor of the screw auger,
which, prev~ou.s to 1777, could be had only at his store. His
discovery o£ the principle of the auger is thus said to have
been suggested to his mind: He was at a time sitting on his
porch and twisting thoughtlessly, with his fingers, a piece of
lead, and th~s he bored into a turnip, and he observed that
the twisted Ibad threw out chips, and this suggested to him
the idea of t~e screw auger. He sent a salnple of his inven
tion to Engl'~nd and obtained a patent therefor. He acted
as a justice qf the peace for many years before the breaking
out of the r~voIution. In 1772 he was appointed one of a
committee, with John Lukens, Surveyor General, David
Rittenhouse, I; and others, to survey the route of the Susque...
hanna and JJehigh rivers, in order to ascertain the best loca
tion for a ca~al, to be constructed through the interior of
the State of Pennsylvania.

Mr. Henry: was one of the most active men of the borough
of Lancaster Iwho espoused the cause of the colonies in their
opposition tq Great Britain. He was immediately engaged
by the gener~l committee of safety of the province of Penn
sylvania, to Jjnanufacture and rep.a.ir arms for the continental
army, and th~ privjlege was accorded him by the executive
council to choose such workmen as he might deem proper
to be engaged in his employ,and that these men, so selected,
should be e~rmpted froin draft in the army. He was, on
July 4th, 17~7, appointed by the executive council of Penn
sylvania, a j~stice of the peace under the new constitJItion.
This position;, he held contiauously up to his death, and he
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was president of the county court from 1781 up till 1786.
He was also chosen a member of the Pennsylvania council
of safety, by act of assembly of 13th October, 1777. For
some time during the revolution he was treasurer .of the
county of Lancaster.

WID. Henry was one of the first who recognized in the
youthful Benjamin West a genius of a high order, and his
first master-piece, the" Death of Socrates," was painted at
the former's suggestion. Young W est, about 1749 being in
Lancaster, and some of his paintings having met the eyes of
Mr. Henry, the latter suggested to hirn that instead of wast
ing his time upon portraits, he should turn his attention to
historical painting. He, at the same time, mentioned the
death scene of the great GTecian philosopher as affording one
of the best topics for illustrating the moral eflect of the art
of painting. Upon the painter's confessing that he knew
nothing of the philosopher, Mr. Henry ,vent to his library,
and taking down a volume of the English translation of
Plutarch, read to him the account given by the writer of
this affecting story. The young painter said he would be
happy to undertake the task, but having hitherto painted
only faces alld men clothed, he should be unable to do jus..
tice to the figure of the slave who presented the poison, and
which~e thought ought to be nude. Mr. Henry had among
his workmen a very handsome young man, and "rithout
waiting to answer the objection, he sent for him. On the
young man entering the room, ,he pointed him out to West,
and sai.d, "there is your modeL" The instructiON. at once
convinced the artist that he had only to look into nature for
his models. The Death of Socrates was finished, and the
fame of the artist was from that time established..

During the Revolution the house of Mr. Henry was
Bomewhat a place of resort for men of culture and intellect
ual standim.g. The host being a man of acknowledged abil
ity and well-known reputation, naturally attracted others of
like grade around him. Whilst the British held possession
of' Philadelphia from September 1777 till June of the follow
ing year, David Rittenhouse, the philosopher, (then being
State Treasurer), Thomas ~aine, author of the Rights of
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Man, and John Hart, a member of the Executive Council,
were inn1ates of the house of l\lr. Henry. The biographer
of Rittenhouse, the philosopher, speaking of this period of
life, says :1" While he continued in the borough of Lancas
ter, he made his horne in the hous~ of 'Ville Henry, esq., at
that time t!reasurer of the rich and populous county of the
same name!; a situation which at that time was very con1-
modialis fot the business of his office, from its connection
with that of the County Treasurer, and one which was also
the more agreeable by reason of 1fr. Henry being a person
of very considerable mechanical ingenuity." It was during
the time th~t Thomas Paine was stopping at the house of
Mr. HenrY,ithat he wrote No.5 of his celebrated political
treatise, thelCrisis. Mr. Henry was for many years one of the
most active ;and influential assistant burgesses of the borough
of Lancaster. He was comnlissary of the regiment of troops
raised in L~ncaster (jounty in 1'775, and which was destined
to reinforce! Arnold at Boston. All through the Revolution
he was verj active on the side of the colonies, and his cor..
respondenc4 in 1779, as chairman of the committee on the
supply and regulation of the flour market, shows him to have
been a good writer and a shre\vd practical business luana
He was a ~ember of the Continental Congress frQnl 178:1:
till 1786. lIr. Henry was a man of the strictest .honesty
and known :probity. He was possessed of a strong and in
dependent tr~ind, and yet his conscience was one of the most
tender. Hel had a full and abiding faith in revelation, and
his trust in "fhe Redeerner seenled to hiln all-assuring in his
later years. I He was a strict and consistent melnber of the
Moravian c~urch. Ever of a benevolent and unsuspecting
mind, 11r. trenry acted through life upon the principle,
"that we shbuld consider everyone as possessing probity
until we dis¢over him to be otherwise." He died December
15th, 1786. 'I

HERR, ~IENJ.AMIN' a member of the Legislature in 1843
alld 1844.

HERR, ENJ. G., a menlber of the Legislature in 1837)
1838 and 1 ,39.

HERR, OHRISTIAN, a County Commissioner'in 1812.
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HERR, DANIEL, a member of the Legislature in 1852 and
1853.

HERR, DR. ELIAS B., was born the 1st of May, 1833, in
Manor township. His descent may be traced down from
one of five brothers who came from Europe prior to 1710.
He was educated in the schools of John Beck, Litiz, and also
in the York County Academy. At the age of eighteen he
commenced the study of medicine with Dr. F.. A. Muhlen
berg, of Lancaster, and graduated at the New York· U ni
versity in March, 1854; he immediately followed his pro
fession, and at the same time took a great interest in the
cause of education, especially in his native district. Politi
cally, he has always been an active Republican, and was
elected to the Legislature of Pennsylvania in 1869.

*HERR FAMILY. John Herr came to this country in
1710, from Switzerland, bringing with him his four sons,
and others of his friends; he had five sons married,.Abraham,
Christian, Emanuel, John and Isaac. Ohristian had come
to this country before the rest of the family.

ABRAHAM HERR was the oldest,and came with his father
in 1710. He was married in Europe, and had a large family,
some of his children being grownandmarried. He settled near .
Wabank, on the west side of the Conestoga creek. He was
the only one of the family that settled in Manor township,
and having several children grown when he came there, the
family became very numerous.

CHRISTIAN HERR was a minister of the Mennonite church,
and was the first of the family in this country. He came
with Martin Kendig, John Mylin, and others, in the year
1709. They were pleased with the country, and concluded
to send for the rest of their friends. They therefore cast
lots who should go, and the lot fell on Christian, their minis..
ter; ..they not wishing him to go, Martin Kendig offered to

c go, and in 1710 brought over the rest of the Herr family,
and other~. Christian built a house of sandstone in 1719,
half a mile east of Willow Street, where it stands yet, with
his name and the date upon it, now in possession of David

*Contributed by Christian Herr (fanner), West Lampeter.
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Huber. hristian had three sons, John, Christian and Abra
ham.

John liv~d on the farm now owned by John Musselman,
:about one: luile from Willow Street, on the road leading
from Willow Street to Strasburg, and part of the original
tract own~d by his fat4er, Christian. lIe had five SOllA,

n~med Abtaham, John, Benjamin, Christian and David.
Christia, lived on the farm now owned and occupied by

David Huoer, a half mile west of where his brother John lived ;
and also part of the original tract owned by his father,
'Christian. He had two daughters-1?oth married Kendigs;
·one afterwards married Michael Withers. Her daughter, by ....

I

the first 'h

E
! sband, married George 'Vithers, the brother of

Michael. eorge was the father of Michael and George,
living in llancaster.

Abraharp. lived on the farm and in the mansion house
built by h}B father, he falling heir to the honle division of
the original tract. He had four daughters-.two married
Barr brot~ers; one married a Huber, grandparent of David
Huber, nOF o,vl1.ing said pr~perty! the other married a
:Shaub. T~e famIly name expIres WIth Abraham.

REV. OH[RISTIAN'S SON JOHN'S FA.MILY. Abraham carried
on. millingi on Pequea creek, on .the road from Lam~eter
Square to I Strasburg, where DanIel K. Herr now resIdes.
He had fiv~ SOilS, and one daughter, married to John Huber.
Their nantes were Abraham, John, Tobias, David and

EmanueL l'
John ca ried on milling on Pequea creek, near Souders..

burg, now in possession of Benj. Herr, a grandson of said
John. Hel had two children, one son and a daughter. The
former, na~ed John, also a miller. The daughter married
Samuel H4rr, grandson of Emanuel.

Benjanli6. lived vvhere John Holl lives now in Strasburg.
He died without issue.

Christia~ (Big) lived on the farm now owned and occupied
by the author of this sketch, C. Herr, (farmer). He had two
sons and five daughters. The sons, named Benjalnin and
Christian. ; The daughters married Jacob Breneman, Chris
tian Snave~y, Martin Mylin (blacksmith, and grandson of old
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John or Hans Mylin), Martin Light and NIartin Herr,,(grandson
of Emanuel, one of the sons of the qriginal John or Hans Herr).

David lived on the farm occupied by his father, John. He
was the youngest of the family. He had two children,
both daughters, nan1ed Betsy and lfartha.. The former
married Adam Herr, (a grandson of Emanuel and a brother
of Martin, who married Big Ohristiatl Herr's daughter). The
other married Christian Brackbill. Here David's family
name ends. This also ends the record of John's fatuily. I
shall now'take their children, beginning with Abraham's
(miller) children.

ABRAHA1\f'S (MILLER) OHILDREN. Abraham lived on the
farm occupied by his son a few years ago, adjoining his
father's mill property, situated on the west side of Pequea
creek. He had three children, all sons. Henry, (who died
single), John and Abraham.

John lived on the homestead occupied by his father and
carried on milling; he had one SOl1, SanlueL

Tobias lived near Strasburg, on property now owned by
John Book. fIe had four sons and three daughters. Ben
jamin, John, David and Tobias. Nancy Inarried Jop.n
Shenk; Betsy married a Hoffman, and she dying, he married
Hettie, the youngest.

Davia lived near his father, on part of the homestead, in
what is now called Turniptown. He had one son, Benjamin,
who was killed in his grandfather's mill, then in possession of
to his cousin, Samuel (John's son). He \vent to the cog-pit
start the hoisting apparatus, and while doing so accidentally
fell and was crushed to death; stopping the mill, the gearing
had to be taken apart to get him out. This occurred in 1830.
He had also two daughters; one married Adam Beck.

Emanuel settled somewhere in the vicinity of ¥artic Forge,
and reared a family there. One of his sons was named Levi.

JOHN'S (MILLER) FAMILY. John lived on the place occu
pied by his father. He carried 011 milling, and was a justice
of the peace. He had three sons and four daughters; namely,
Benjamin, (miller), John and rleury; Maria, who died single;
one married to Henry Witmer, one to Amos Witmer, and
one to George Lefever.

•
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CHRIST AN'S (BIG) FAMILY. Benjamin lived on the farm
formerly ccupied by his father, Christian, (big). He sold
his farm and went ,vest, leaving SaIne of his children mar
ried here.! He had six sons and three daughters, viz: Anna
married John Bachman, Lizzie married John Herr, her se
cond cous{n, son of Tobias Herr, and grandson of Abraham
Herr, (milier), but Lizzie dying, he married her sister Maria.
The sons~ere :NIartin, Rudolph, David, Benjamin, Christian
and Gear e.

Christia lived on the road leading from Willow Street to
Martie Forge, about one mile south of Willow Street. He
here carri d on the distilling business. Afterwards he went
,vest with his family. One of his daughters married her
first cousi , George, a son of Benjamin.

John, a so a grandson of Abraham, was married and lived
as a rente, here and there. Two of his sons live in the
eastern pa~t of the county.

Abraham, also a grandson of Abraham, lived by the side
of his unc]je John's mill. He lived there and raised a family
of three sbns and four daughters. One daughter married
Aaron vVitmer. Abraham has two children; Christian has
one, and lflam two children.

Henry, ~braham's son, was a grandson of old Abraham,
the miller~ and died single. '

! JOHN'S FA~IILY. Samuel carried on milling where his
forefather~ before him carried on the trade. He was mar
ried, but died without issue.

TOBIASI CHILDREN. Benjamin studied law and practiced
in Lancaster.

John lites on the road from Willow Street to Conestoga
Centre, inl Pequea township.

David llves in Lancaster.
Tobias lives above Lancaster.
JOHN'S ~ISQUIRE) CHILDRE~. Benjamin lives on the home

stead of h s forefathers, and also is a miller. He is married.
John Ii es on the road from Strasburg to Paradise, at

Fairview. i
Henry Fves in Lancaster.
EMANUfL HERR, one of the five sons that came to Lan-

I
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caster in 1710, pitched his tent on the bank of the Pequea
creek, on the road from Strasburg to Lancaster, where John
Musselman now resides. It was he that built the first mill
there, ran the burrs by water and the bolt by hand. He
was married and had three sons: Rev. John, Martin and
Emanuel, and one daughter, who married a man named Car ...
penter; they were the parents of Ohristian Carpenter, and
grandparents of Israel and William Carpenter, of Lancaster
city. Hon. John W. Forney's (editor of the Press) mother,
was a sister of Christian Oarpenter.

Rev. John built his house and farmed the property now
owned by Henry Keener, about one mile southwest from Stras
burg. He was twice married and had two sons by his first wife:
John and Francis; and by his second wife three sons: Henry,
Martin and Adam; and fouf daughters; two of these daugh...
ters married 'Vitmers, one married Tobias lIerr, and the
other married David Strohm, father of lIon. John Strohm.

Emanuel lived on the place o"vned now by Mrs. John Brack...
bill, near that of John Musselman's. He built the house
there, was married and had one son, Samuel, and three daugh
ters; one married Henry Miller and another John Kendig.

JOHN'S (MINISTER) CHILDREN. John carried on milling at
the mill formerly occupied by his father and built by his

_grandfather, now owned by John 1fLlsselman. John rented
this mill to Mr. Gray; Gray put in a conveyor to carry the
ground wheat to the bolt; when Gray's time had expired
John took out the conveyor and said that this made lazy
millers, and made them carry it by hand again. He married
and had one son, John.

FRANCIS'S FAMILY. Francis built the house torn down a
few years ago by Gabriel Wenger, and farmed that property,
owned by him now. He married Fanny Barr, a daughter
of Mr. Barr; who married a daughter of John's one of the five
brothers. He had three sons: John, Francis and Martin;
and five daughters: Anna married Henry Mylin (a great
grandson of the original Hans Mylin "Yho came in with the
five Herr brothers); Esther married Martin Eshleman,
Francis married Benjamin Eshleman, J\Iartha luarried Abra ..
ham Groff (saw miller), and Lizzie died single.
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Henry !lived on the farm owned by Jacob Rohrer, in
StrasburJ" township, north of Bunker Hill.

~Iartinlivedon the farm no,v owned by his son Abrahamr
alongside Ilof his father and grandfather's mill, across the
creek. Be was married three times; his first wife ,vas a
daughter of (Big) Christian; the third vvife was Susan Buck..
walter. -yv.... ith the last wife he had ten children: Four boys,
Abraham~ Adam, John and Henry; six daughters, Esther
was marr~ed to Mr. :NIetzler, Lizzie lnarried 1fr. Kreider,.
Mary mdrried Jacob Huber (a grandson of the original
Christian,j one of the five brothers), Susan married Rev.
John Kinports, Anna to Abner Rohrer, and Martha married,
Christian 1Miller.

Adam I'lives on the h0111e.place, where h~s fatI1er lived,
which prqperty his father obtained with his last wife. He
was married to Eliz'abeth lIerr, (a daughter of David Herr,
and great ~rand-daughterof the original Ohristian, one of the
.five brothers). He had five sons, viz: Daniel, Adaln, Ohris-·

I

tian, Davi~ and John. He had three daughters, viz: Martha
~arried ~avid Herr, (\vhose ill.other was a sister of Martha's
father, an~ from his father's side he was great-great grand
son of t~e original Christian, one of the five brothers.)
Elizabeth married Levi Lefever.

E:MANU L'S FAMILY. Samuel lived close by the mill
formerly wned by John Herr, (Squire). The farm lay east·
,or southe st of the mill. He was married to John Herr's,
(squire) s ster, (great grand.daughter of the original Chris
tian, one! of the five brothers). He had three sons, viz:
John, BeJjamin, and En1anuel; and two daughters; Anna
married ~rank Kendig, and Sarah married Abraham Keagy.

REV. JOHN'S GRAND·CHILDREN. John lived at the mill
formerly <pwned by his father, his grandfather, and his great
grandfathier, Emanuel, one of the five brothers. He mar..
ried Ohristiana 11ylin, (vvho was a great grand-daughter of
Hans Mylin, who canle )vith the five Herr brothers). lIe
had two sons, Francis and Martin; and one daughter, Lizzie,_
who mar~ied a man nar~ed Zercher.

John lived ou the farm no,v owned by his son, John.
F. Herr" one-half mile north of Strasburg. He married
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Elizabeth Groff, (who was a grand.daughter of Mr. Forrer,
who married t~e daughter of John, one of the five brothers)~

He bad two sons, Benjamin G. and John F., and six daughters;
Mary was married to Christian Herr, Elizabeth to Rev.
Daniel Musser, Anna to Henry ]'rantz, Martha to Dr. Jacob
Musser, Naon1i to Dr. Benjalnin Musser, and Fanny, died
single.

Francis' father divided the homestead, and gave the east
ern half to him; be lived on it; it is now ow.ned by his son
Francis. He married Fanny Neff, whose father, Jacob Ne~
married a grand-daughter- of John Herr, one of the five
brothers. He had three sons, Amos, Oyrus and Francis,
and five daughters. Elizabeth married Adam Herr, who
was a great grandson of Emanuel; Anna married Martin
Weaver, Oharlotte married ~enry Herr, (who was son of
Martin and great grandson of Emanuel); Fanny and Amanda
are single.

Martin lived on the home-place with his father, Francis..
He married Polly Herr, (daughter of John Herr, grand..
daughter of Abraham Herr, great grand-daughter .of Rev.

, John, and great ..great-grand.daughter of John, one of the
five brothers). He had two daughters; Mary married John
Kendig, and J\tartha married Gabriel Wenger.

MARTIN'S FAlVIILY. Abraham. lives in Lampeter Square,
and married Susan Hess.

Adam died single.
John lives also in Lampeter Square. He married Fanny

Kreider, and has two sons and three daughters.
Henry no w lives in Lampeter. He, previaus to this, carried

on milling, where his son, Rev. Daniel K. Herr, carries on
now. He was married three times. He had one S011, D. K ..
Herr, (Rev.) and t,vo daughters; Susan, married to Daniel
Musser; and Lizzie.

ADAM'S (BROTHER OF MARTIN) F.A..~IILY. Daniel Herr
lives on the Philadelphia pike below Greenland. He was
married to Sarah Strohm. He has three sons and three
daughters.

Adaln lives on a part of the farm now farmed by his son
Alpheus, and formerly· owned by Abraham Groff (saw
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miller). H married Elizabeth Herr (daughter of Francis
and great.g~and-daughterof Emanuel.) He has one son and
one daught~r.

Christianilived on the farm now owned by David Kendig,
in West Lalnpeter township. He married Maria Light,
whose father was married to (Big) Christian Herr's daughter.
He had tV\rd sons and two daughters.

David kept store in Lampeter Square; afterwards went to
Ohio. He ~as married to Mary Lap-dis. He had six chil..
dren, t,vo SOllS and f9ur daughters.

John lives on a property close t.o the Green Tree Hotel, on
the Beaver !Valley turnpike. He was married to Anna Herr,
daughter 0 : the Rev. Christian Herr, of Pequea, and has but
one son, B njamin.

SAMUEL' FA.MILY. John lived below Strasburg, and died
there in 18 1.

.Benjami : died single.
Emanuelilived on the place now owned by John B. Herr.

He went to! Maryland 25 years ago.

JOHN'S (:~nLLER) FAMILY. Francis received the mill from
his father, ~ut traded it with Michael Musselman for a piece
of land in, Paradise township. He was Inarried to Lydia
Barr, and ~ad two daughters; one married Henry Stehman,
and the ot~er Nathaniel Mayrs.

Martin lives on the farm alongside of John Musselman's
mill. He 'ras married to Eliza Snavely, and has one son and
one daught~r, both single.

REV. JqHN's FAMILY. Benjamin G. lives on the farm
alongside of that on which his father lived, and he devotes his
time principally to literature; has written some eight or ten
books of p~:ems. He was a nlember of the Pennsylvania
Legi~laturefor three years,. 1836, 1837 and 1838. He was
marrIed to! ary Emma WItmer, and has five sons and three
daug4ters. I

John F. !lives on the homestead occupied by his father,
-Rev. JUhn~: and farms his father's farm. He was a member
of the Pen ~ylvania Legislature for one term. He was mar
ried to Ma tba Musser, and has three sons and two daugh
ters.
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FRANCIS'S OHILDREN. Amos lives at Longenecker's meet..
ing.house, and on the farm formerly occupied by John
Longene~ker. He was married and has four sons and :five
daughters.

Cyrus lives on the farm formerly occupied by David Miller,
and adjoiNing the land south of the homestead of his father.
He was Inarried to Mary A. Brackbill, and has four sons
and one daughter.

Franklin lives on the home-place occupied by his father
before him. He was married to Sarah Frantz and has eight
children; three sons and five daughters.

REV. D. K. HERR (lVIILLER) grandsola of Martin and son of
Henry, lives on the mill property owned by his father, Henry.
He was married to Susan Musser, and has one son.

JOHN HERR, one of the original five sons that were the
first settlers of the Herr family in Lancaster county, built a
homestead on a tract of land of 530 acres, which he bought
of \V"illiam Penn for £30 6s., with a rent of a silver English
shilling yearly for every hundred acres; his title was dated
July 3, 1711. He built his house of sandstone; said house
being on the same site of Jacob Herr's present house, who
resides therein; said house being some five miles south of
Lancaster, on the road from New Providence to Lancaster,
in West Lalnpeter township. John had six children; two
sons and four daughters, named John, Christian; Anna mar
ried a Forrer; one was married to a Burkholder; one to a
Barr, and one to Ulrich Brackbill. All the Brackbills in
the county come from this falnily-Ulrich being the only son;
he (Ulrich) had one sister ',named Barbara, who married a
,Groff; they being the father and mother of my grandrnother
-on my father's side. This Brackbill family came to
America in 171'7.

John was born in Europe, came in with his father,
was a ~mall boy at the time of his father's coming in. He
married and lived in the house built by his father, which
was torn down by the Rev. Benj. Herr, a new house being
on the same position, and occupied by Christian B. Herr,
(I?enjamin's son), said house bc·ing about three-fourths of a
mile south of where his father lived, on the same road. He

OF LANC...L\.STER COUNTY. 289

PA-Genealogy



had three" children, two sons and one daughter, named
Abraham, Ohristian, (Pequea); the daughter nlarriedaBach-
enstose. i

Uhristia4 lived on the homestead where his father lived
before himl; be ,vas married t"\vice; first to Anna Kendig,
then to Fa~ny Groff. He had one son and five daughters,
Christian, fanny, Anna, Mary, Elizabeth and Barbara; the
three olderl,daughters by the first wife, and the t,vo other by
the last, C~ristian being the youngest child. Fanny married
G. Bressler; Anna, Benjalnin Herr, grandson of Chris
tian, one «>f the five brothers; ~lary married ....t\.braham
Wit.mer, ~ho built the bridge across the Conestoga, near
Lancaster, on the Philadelphia turnpil{e road. The two of
the second )vife were married; first, Elizabeth, to Jacob Ne:ff;
and Barba~a, to John Neff. two brothers.
Abraha~ lived on the homestead, and married a Barbara

Weaver, ar}d had five sons, named Jacob, John, Abraham,
Martin and

l,

Joseph.
Christia~ lived on the place and in the same house now

occupied by the Rev. Amos Herr. He married lVfiss Bow
Inan; had qne son, Christian, and six daughters; one married
to George ~iffenbaugh; one to John Funk; one to Ohris
tian Rohre*; one to Henry Bowman; one died single. As
Christian li~ed close to Pequea creek, he received the name
Pequea, w~ich has e,'0r since adhered to his family.

CHRISTI_JN'S CHILDHEN. Christian built a house across
the road frpnl where his father lived; this house was torn
down a fe\viyears ago, and a new one erected by his daughter,
Elizabeth. I He had four sons and three daughters; Ohris
tian, John,!Benjamin and Jacoh, Fanny, Susan and Eliza
beth. He ~vas Inarried twice; first, to Elizabeth Withers;
second, to 1:fary Rohrer; two daughters, Fanny and Susan,.
by the first I wife, and the rest by the latter. Fanny married
Samuel He~r, son of John (miller), grandson of Abraham,
(n1iller), grbat...grandson of John, and great-great-grandson
of Ohristia~, one of tbe :five brothers; Susan married BeBja..
min Brene~an, and Elizabeth remained single.

ABRAHA~I'S FA:MILY. Jacob bought a tract of Martin
Kendig, adJoining the home-p1ace of his father. He hera
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built his house upon it, now occupied by John Tout, and
owned by Jacob Herr. He had one child, Jacob.

John lived on the home-place, formerly occupied by his
father, Abraham. He was married twice; first to a Miss
Shllltz, and then to the widow Stauffer, formerly Miss Brack.
bill, a grand-daughter of Ulrich Brackbill. lIe had six
children; one son, John, and five daughters; Susan, Polly,.
Barbara-these were of the first wife; then Elizabeth and
Fanny, of the second wife. Susan married John Barr (he a
grandson of the Barr who married John's daughter, one of
the five brothers); he died; she then married Han. John
Strohm; Polly rna'rried Martin Herr (son of Francis, grand
son of Rev. John, and great-grandson of Emanuel, one of the
five brothers); Barbara, married to David Strohm, (co\lsin to
Han. John Strohm) ; Elizabeth, to Henry Hess; Fanny, to
Benjamin Snavely, whose mother was a daughter of (big)
Christian, w10 was a son of John, himself a son of the Rev.
Christian, one of the five brothers.

Abraham lived south of New Providence, and was mar..
ried to a Shaub, who was a daughter of Abraham Herr's,
(son of the Rev. Ohristian, one of the five brothers) daughtert

who nlarried Henry Shaub. He had three sons, Abraharn,.
John and J\fartin; and one daughter, Polly, who married
Jacob Groft:

Martin lived near New Providence, afterwards owned by
Mowrer. He had three children, two sons, Benjamin and
Martin; and one daughter, Barbara, who married Simon
Groff.

Joseph settled on a farm now owned by Mr. 11yers, situ
ated near the termination of the turnpike leading from the
Lamb Tavern, on the Willow Street pike, to 1Ylarticville.
He married Maria Forrer, (who was a grand-daughter of the
Forrer "/ho n:tarried the daughter of John Herr, one of the
five broth~rs). He bad eight children, five sons, viz: Abra.
ham, Christian, Joseph, Martin and David; he had three
daughters; Nancy, who married a Stoner; Barbara, who
married Isaac Houser; Maria, ,vho married John Harnish.
This ends the children of Abraham.

Christian lived in the house and farmed the place which
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his father, Christian, (Pequea), occupied before him. He
married Na~cy Forrer, a sister of Maria Forrer, who mar
ried his co*sin Joseph. I-Ie had eight children, six sons
.and two daughters; Benjamin (Rev.), Elias, Christian, Joseph,
Amos (Rev.V, and Daniel; Maria married John Brackbill, a
descendan,t pf Ulrich Brackbill; Anna, who married John
Herr, who vtas a great ..grandson of Ernanuel, one of the :five

I
brot.hers. j

Christian~ son of Christian, grandson of Ohristian, and
great-great- randson of John, one of the five brothers,
lives on t e farm formerly occupied by (big) Chris
tian, one m Ie southeast of Willow Street. He married
Mary Herr, ,daughter of the Rev. John Herr, (she being
great-great.~rand-daUghter of Ernannel, one of th~ five
brothers). e had two sons, Amaziah and Ezra, and three
daughters, L, zzie (dead), Louisa and Addie; the daughters
,a~l single.

John lived! on the farm formerly owned by Joseph Lea..
mon, and adjoining, on the north that of his father's home
-stead, the \\'~ole being a part of the original tract of 530
acres. He Vvi3S thrown from his horse crossing the creek at
Herr's mill, ftrmerly owned by Samuel, married to his sister
Fanny. lIe !,was married to Susan Rohrer, daughter of
Christian RofJrer. He had five children, two boys, Aldus
and Henry; ~anny, who nlarried John Brackbill, jr.; Sarah
Ann and Lizfle, both single.

Benjamin ~ives on the place formerly owned by Martin
Kendig, who jcame in with the :five brothers. The old house
which Marti~ built, was used by Benjamin until he built a
new one by t4e side of it. The old house was .then used as
a private SChf:01 house for several families. Benjamin was
married tvvic. First to Catharine Bair, by whom he had
two children, Christian S. B., and Mary Ann, .who married
Christian W~mer, (minister). By his second. wife, Anna
Sener, he hadl three sons, Sanner, Millo, and Aldus.

Jacob lives!lon the old homestead where his father, grand
father and gr~at.grandfatherlived. He married Anna Mus
ser, and has! seven children; five sons, viz: Benjamin,
Hebron, Jacdb, Francis and Amos; two daug.hters, one
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married David Hess, the other is single. Here ends the record
of Ohristian's children; we now recur to that of Abraham's.
(who married Barbara Weaver), descendants.

Jacob lived on the farm of his father. He married Martha
Forrer, and had four children, three daughters and one son;'
Jacob F., who married Barbara Witmer, and has seven chil
dren, five sons and two daughters; Mary and Anna died.
sipgle; Barbara married Tobias Kreider, (minister).

John lived on the old home.place with his father, John,.
but went to Ohio SOUle 37 years ago, and settled near Colum..
bus. He had four sons, Levi, (a noted horse trainer and
dealer, living at Lexington, Kentucky), Ohristian, Francis
and John, all in Ohio.

Ab'raham is dead, and his family is scattered.
John, his son, married a Miss Bartholomew, and had two

daughters, Susan and Lizzie; the former is single, and the
latter is nlarried to Henry Miller.

MARTIN'S F.A.1\IILY. Benjamin was a fuller by trade, and
carried on the fulling business at Martin Huber's, below the
Valley tavern.

Martin was married to Jacob Martin's daughter.
JOSEPH'S FAMILY. Abraham lives with his brother Chris

tian at Groff & Landis's mill on the Willow Street pike. He
married Miss Stoner. He had four children, two sons named
Abrahanl and Isaac, (and this Abraham is married and has.
five children, two sons and three girIs).

Christian lives on the farm spoken of in my last record of
Abraham. He was married to a Hess, and has six children:
four sons.

Joseph, a carpenter by trade, lives in Willow Street, on
the road from Lancaster to Marticville. He married Miss
Snavely, and bas three children.

Martin Herr married a Miss Miller, and left four daughters..
REV. CHRISTIA.N'S (PEQUEA) FAMILY. Benjamin lives on

~he property where the original John, one of the :five broth
er's sons, John (the minister) lived. Remarried Nancy Bren
neman, "and has two children. He is a bishop of the Menno
nite church.

Elias lives on a farm now belonging to his son Elias, and
22
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lying over east from where his father lived. He has been
married t~ree times. He has fi ve children; four sons : Jere
miah' An~rew,Elias, and Benjamin; and Mary Ann, married
to Elias q-roff~

Christi&n (Pequea) lives adjoining farm to his brothers
Elias and!Benjamin. He Inarried Susan Breckbill, sister to
J"ohn BreCfkbill, who married his sister ~faria. He has four
children; Ithree sons, John, Levi and Ohristian (Pequea), and
tOne daug~ter.

Joseph Ilives on the property formerly owned by his aunt
Barbara !Forrer. He was married to Hetty Stauffer, and
has two daughters.

Rev. Amos lives on the old homestead owned by his father
and gran4father. lIe was married to Elizabeth Rohrer, and
has one s~n, Christian, and three daughters; one married to
Benj. SnaJvely, one to Mr. Rank; the other is single.

Daniel !lives about half a mile down the pike from where
his brot~er Amos lives. He carries on the lime"burning
business ~xtensively. He was married to Anna Breneman,
and has two sons, Enos and Reuben; and Lizzie, a daughter,
who was ~arried to Ohristian S. B. Herr.

HER~' JOHN, was a member of the Legislature in 1838.
HER ,JOHN F., was a member of the Legislature in 1854.

HER ,JOHN, the founder or organizer of the New Men-
nonite ch:urch, was born in Lancaster county, Pennsylvania,
Septemb~r 18th, 1781. His father, Francis, was the son of
EmanuellHerr, one of the five sons of Hans Herr, who emi
grated to! Lancaster county in the year 1710. Hans Herr
was the Ipastor and spiritual leader of a large colony of
emigrantk who made their way into the bounds of Lancaster
county, a~dsettled in "'hat was known as the Pequea valley, and
which is how included in the townships of Strasburg, Lampe
ter, Conestoga and others. The subject ofour sketch belonged

, to a faIl1ily noted in the early history of our county as
leaders in religious opinions, many of whom were clergymen
of the M~nnonite persuasion. It would seem somewhat ap
propriate in this connection, to glance at the causes which
induced re important movement in the Mennonite church,
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which ultimated in its division into the old and new com
munions. It is an event of a.ugust concern in our county's
history; one which deserves some consideration, and would
space warrant, (which it does not) it should be treated in full
{letail. The inceptive impulse which led to the separation
of the church was given by Francis Herr, the father of our
subject. For sufficient reasons, Francis Herr became dis
united with the old Mennonite church1 of his fathers, and so
remained till the period of his death. Being a man of
considerable intellectual vigor, he was able to attract a
number of followers who sympathized with him in his views,
and who were in the habit of meeting together for spiritual
conversation and edification ofeach other. In these meetings
of Francis Herr and his followers nothing seems to have been
further in view than to endeavor to act in accordance with
Christ's promise, that he would be in the midst of two or
three of those who should meet together in his name. These
small assemblies were congregated in the name of the Re
deemer, and His promise was fervently invoked upon their
meetings. The design of foynding an antagonistic church to
that to which his ancestry had belonged, never perhaps
entered the thoughts of Francis Herr or any of his followers.
He was an earnest investigator of the doctrines of Menno
Simon, and he critically compared them with the teaching
of the gospel and the whole of the New Testament. This

IThe Mennonite Christians exhibit a simplicity of faith and worship
that serves to call to mind the early days of the reformation epoch.
Deducing their views from the literal sense of Scripture, they have not
been seduced into the reception of new-coined and rationalistic theolo
gies that have since the beginning of the eighteenth century been stea
dily making their way into the other churches of England, Holland,
France and Germany. They may, (especially in America), therefore, be
regarded as presenting the faith-type which most clearly portrays that
which obtained in Europe in the sixteenth century. They have suc
cessfully resisted the insinuating currents of free thought that have been
creeping into many of the other churches of Europe and America
during the last one hundred and fifty years, and on this account they
stand nearer than most others in accord with the views of the Reformed
fathers. Perched upon the mount of Gospel faith, the rippling brook of
deistic unbelief, the encyclopedic stream of French infidelity, and the
surging flood of German rationalism have passed by scarcely noticed by
the inerudite followers of Menno Simon; and the opinions of this early
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investigat on served but to convince him that the teaching
of that rqformer was fully supported in the discourses of
Christ and his apostles, and his chief aim seemed simply to'
be to aid tn building up life-examples as the gospel enjoined.
Doctrine, without a corresponding walk and conversation
would, in his view, be of no avail. In all his exhortations
to his sm~ll flock of followers, he urged upon them in the
most empp.atic manner, holiness of life and uprightness and
godliness lin all manner of conversation. \JVhat should it
benefit him to be a full believer in the tenets of Menno
Simon if his action did not conform thereto, and his ,valk be'
upright abd pure. In a holy life, therefore, as he thought,
did all C4ristian godliness consist.

In all t~is he had before him the example of the reformers
of the sixteenth century. vVith them he agreed in endeavor..
ing to b~ing back the purity of the early ages. Nothing
further w~s his aim than the rejuvenation of Christian sim
plicity an~ piety in the life and actions of his small band of
faithful followers. All this, in his estimation, was attainable
outside o~ nominal church organization; and the communion
of the spirit of Christ and his fello,vship was all that was
desirable.1 Tllis could be secured in the bosom of his small
company lof sympathizers, who were in the habit of meeting
together for mutual consolation.

But ati length the winged arrow of death bore Francis

reformer ybt shine in the vales of the fatherland and on the American
continent in all their pristine purity.

The imp~rtantmovement in the Mennonite church, the establishment
of a theological seminary in Europe in 1735, was an event that occurred
after their early settlements had been made in America. This has given
to the European church an educated ministry, and an array of dis
tinguished ]\'[ennonite clergymen stand conspicuous in modern eccle
siastical history. Their brethren in America prefer, on the contrary,
pastors of apostolic silnplicity, and as yet maintain with a tenacious
grasp the v.ncorrllpted creed of their fathers.

The Am~rican ~Iennonites see in Christianity a perfect system as it
flowed forth from the mouth of the Redeemer of mankind, instead of
being a prqgressive science as is contended by learned modern expositors.
Little else :in their view is required of the ministers of Christ, save that
they shall ~e able to read the Scriptures of the Old and New Testament.
.The critictt.l acumen of a Reimarus, W oIf1', Ernesti, or Semler, is not
desired by! these plain followers of the ancient doctrines.

PA-Genealogy



OF LANCASTER COUNTY. 297

Herr from the scenes of his life's activity and from the com
panionship of his faithful circle of followers, and his freed
spirit took its flight to regions beyond the skies. His mantle,
however, fell upon worthy shoulders-upon him ,vhose task
it should become as the master workman to polish the un
hewn material that his father had been gathering, and there..
from erect a Iiving temple fitted to resist the adverse blasts
,of persecution, and. which is being constantly increased, en
larged and beautified. The architect of the Ohristian edifice
referred to is the subject of our notice.

Of the youthful career of John Herr, whose sketch we
pen, little data exist. Having never preserved any diary
of his labors, all that can be gathered of his career comes
through tradition. It is, however, inferable from the career
in which his father was engaged, that our subject was trained
in the fear and admonition of the Lord, and that the lessons
of truth and morality were taught him by his pious mother.
It is said of him that in youth he was of a gay and lively
disposition, fond of society, and that he engaged in the sports
of his comrades to a great extent. His conscience was, how
ever, cast in a tender mould, ~nd his horror of sin was so
acute that he frequently lamented with tears during the
night, the follies of which by day he had been guilty. In
these secret hours or the night, when all around him was
hushed in sleep, he would deplore his imperfections and
promise to the Saviour an amendment of his course of life.
But these, like the ordinary evanescent promises of youth,
were forgotten. The dawn of day and the appearance of his
youthful comrades, again dispelled the good resolves, and
carnal desires and natural enjoyments soon seated them
selves in his affections.

His educational attainments were of limited scope. Be-
:sides the acquisition of the simple elementary branches of
reading, writing and arithmetic, he asa yout-h was not favored.
':Being possessed of a very retentive memory, he exhibited a
~great taste for reading, and was remarkably fond of investi
gation. ·He seldom accepted anything without prior care
ful study, and the reason of everything must be apparent.
What little spare time he was able to snatch from the labors
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of the far ,he sedulously devoted to the reading of such
works as came within his reacll. His father's library, how
ever, being composed of but few books, save of the religious,
and devo~ional kind, it is reasonable to suppose that he
should beqome well versed in the Bible and works of a reli
gious char~cter. In his youth, therefore, he perused works
on Church History and the Reformation, the lives of the:
Martyrs, ~;ritings of Josephus and those of Menno Simon,
besides ot ers; and his inquis.itive mind led him thoroughly
to investi ate the doctrines of the Mennonite church, which
he found, ike his father before him, to accord with the Gos
pel. It is idoubtful at this time whether he had access to
any works on profane history, biography, travels or polite'
literature.! The only works of fiction, indeed, that he ever
read, werd the writings of John Bunyan; and he uniformly
condemnef' the practice of devoting valuable time to the
reading 0 modern novels. Poetry he appreciated very
highly, es ecially if of a devotional character; and in his
mature ye~rs he composed hymns on frequent occasions. As
regards sdience, art and rhetoric, he had no opportunities
whatever in his youth to acquire a knowledge of them; and
yet in his ~ld age he had attained a fund of general infor
ma.tion uppn all these subjects. His extensive intercourse
for many tears with various classes of society, some of them
the best s9holars in the country, his great powers of obser
vation, hi~ faculty for minute analysis, his extraordinary
memory and his extensive reading, caused him to become in
his latter years, if not profound, at least well informed upon
all ordinary topics.

As above stated, John Herr's youth was chiefly spent in·
the readi*g of the Bible and other religious works, and in.
hearing tle important question of the soul's salvation and
the scheme of redemption discussed by his father, and by
those he met in argument. His naturally bright mind availed
itself of tp.e opportunity thus afforded, and he soon became·
well train~d in this particular field which so admirably qual
ified him ,I for the great work for which he was destined.
When thb period arrived. for him to begin the work, his
preparatiin had been of such a character, that he entered

I
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thereon, not simply as in the performance of a duty, bnt
with the greatest of pleasure and zeal did he inaugurate the
great work of his life.

Upon the death of his father, being painfully exercised by
the conviction of sin, he took occasion to reveal the state of
his feelings to some of his father's friends, who were als()
similarly concerned for their own salvation. But owing to
the increase of worldly cares devolved upon him by the
death of his father, he perrnitted himself again to grow Ian..
guid in his love for Christ, and for a time seemed to regret
that he had revealed his spiritual emotions to his friends...
This state of feeling having continued for some months, an
incident occurred in his career that served to lead him back
to God. He now resigned hims~lf wholly to the Lord, and
soon found comfort. The friends who had sympathised with
his father, were still in the habit of meeting together and
mutually comforting each other in spiritual converse. John
Herr now became a constant attendant at these rneetings.
At one of these, held during the year 1810, Mr. Herr was
requested to give his experience upon the all important
question of the soul's salvation. This was an important
epoch in the life of Mr. Herr. Clothed, as he felt, in
the garb of truth, and mailed in the armor of righteousne~sir

with the sword of the spirit in his hand, he stepped forward
ready to battle and die, if need be, in the cause of the Re'
deemer. Animated by sympathy for lost humanity, and
gratitude to God for His merciful plan of salvation, he
addressed the small auditory in words of peace and comfort.
Then it was that .the firrn resolve was made, that come what
might, while life wou]d last, his time and talents should be
devoted to the cause of Christ; that he ,vouId nlete out to
his fellow-men the consolations of redemption, warn them.
of their folly and the wickedness of sin, and point out tha
way of truth as God should vouchsafe to instruct him. In
spite of his comparative youth, being but as yet in his
twenty-ninth year; in spite of adverse surrounding circum
stances, he nevertheless dared the scorn of the ungodly, met
the jeers of his associates, and openly braved the opposition
of the whole unchristian world. His remarks, altogether
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impromptu., breathed severe denunciations of sin and all un
:righteousn~ss. And at the same time in burning strains of
eloquence ~e presented to his hearers a vivid delineation of
the great richness of divine grace and the vvonderful sub.
limity and: awful grandeur of the God·conceived plan of
salvation for the souls of miserable and fallen men.

The serrp.on of Mr. Herr, delivered on that occasion, was, as
tradition t!ells us, an extraordinary effort, in the opinion of
his illitera~e and simple~mindedhearers. In their opinion', it
surpassed ~nything they had ever heard. For profundity of
.~entiment and eloquent invective, poignancy of grief at the
wickedness of the age; for clear, logical elucidation of man's
~equiremel1lts; for sublime invocations for lIlercy and aid, it
<could not, as his auditors conceived, be surpassed. 'l'he effort
must have I been indeed extraordinary. No sooner was the
news spre*d abroad that Mr. Herr had preached such a
powerful s6rmon, than applications poured in upon him to
preach in various parts of the county. Iris services came in
great demard on funeral occasions. lIe was at once chosen
the leader of the new flock. The tree "\vhich his father
Francis ha, planted and nursed so carefully for many years,
now beganl to bear its fruit under the auspices of John Herr.
The soil w~s well watered by the penitent tears of himself
and co-Iabqrers.

The fact ithat Mr. Herr was a decided radical on religious
aubjects; tqat he would not comprornise his views and thereby
sacrifice h,s sense of right, soon brought him into contro
versy with! clergymen of different denominations. Many
were the f~ul charges and false slanders that were heaped
upon his head. His motives "rere impugn'ed and his views
misconstrued. Ridicule and derision were hurled at him in
great abun~ance, but they fell harn1lessly at his feet. The
envenomed'shafts of calurnny that poured in upon him from
every side, never ruffled the serenity of his disposition, or
excited in him anything save emotions of pain and sorrow;
and in return he sirnply offered up prayers for the souls of
his calulnni~tors~ He veritably fulfilled the scripture injunc
tion, in praying for those "who despz't~fully use you and
persecute you." Nothing, however, debarred his onward
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progress; the more he was maligned and persecuted, the
more strenuous were his exertions; and in spite of the most
untoward circumstances, his influence steadily extended.
New accessions were constantly being made to the ranks of
his sympathizers. In the month of April, 1811, the ordi
nance of baptism was first administered in the new body.
On this occasion Mr. Herr was baptized by Abraharn Gro~

who, in turn, in company with Abraham Landis, was baptized
b'y Mr. Herr. The organiz.ation known as the "Reformed
Mellnonite," or "New Mennonite" church, was instituted by
this trio. They comnlenced by holding regular nleetings at
stated periods; instituted the regular church ordinances,
such as baptism and the breaking of bread; established a
regular system of rules of church government in accordance
with the injunctions of the apostles. Mr. Herr was at once
recognized as their pastor, and was subsequently elected
bishop. Their proceedings occasioned great excitement in
the community, and, as a consequence, their meetings were
attended by numbers prompted by mere curiosity. Mr.
Herr's labors were soon heavy and exacting; he not only
preached regularly and attended frequently at funerals, but
was continually sought by individuals at home and abroad
to offer the consolations of religion at the bedside of the
sick and the dying. His time was so largely occupied in
duties of this kind, that he was unable to devote much time
to his private affairs. In this he greatly sacrificed, as re
gards pecuniary matters, for he was unwilling to receive any
compensation in lieu of his time and services, feeling that
the ministrations of the gospel should not be made a means
{)f worldly accumulation; and he from the first, made up his
mind to look for his reward in the blessings promised to the
faithful who labor in the vineyard of the Lord. Nor did his
temperal affairs fail him. Indeed, to such an extent did
they flourish, that he had always sufficient to live upon and
rear his family in comfort and independence.

In the autumn of the same year, Mr. Herr baptized fifteen
penitent souls, among whom was included his wife, who
stood by him faithfully in all his trials and tribulations, and
his venerable mother. He proceeded in his undertaking in
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the even tenor of his way, exhorting, preaching and discus
sing at times with those that disagreed with him in opinion,
and all the ~hile was steadily gaining new converts to his
opinions. Bis object was not, however, to build up a large
congregation, merely for the purpose of being their leader.
If such had! been his design, he might have secured many
more fo]low~rs than he did. He admitted none as members
of his congr~gationwithout the most thorough examination,
and unless afuple proof existed of sincere repentance. Can
didates, therefore, who desired admission as members of his
church, must undergo a searching ordeal and a trying exam·
ination in order to test their fitness for such communion.
All this he ~new was necessary to keep the church pure and
uncorrupted.1 It must be preserved free from all corruption
and impurity so far as was possible. He was determined
that, so far as lay in his power, no hypocrite, with assumed
Christian habiliments, should obtrude himself and interfere
with the successful working of the new organization; and
when, unhappily, a few such were admitted, and a few fell
from grace, 4e obeyed the apostolic injunction, and of them
made stern examples, and treated them as "publicans and
heathen." :By this constant care and vigilance which he
exercised, w~s he enabled to prevent schism from entering
the organization, and likewise rendered it out of the power
of pride, wor[dly allurements and vanity to prevail against it.

The services of Mr. Herr all this time were coming mora
and more iJ demand, and many invitations came to him
from abroad Ito preach for them. He visited and preached
in the neigh~oringcounties of York, Cumberland, Franklin,
Lebanon, Bubks, Montgomery, and others, in most of which
he organized II congregations and ordained pastors over them,
who constantlly kept him advised of their proceedings. As
a consequence, his correspondence became very large; so'
much so, in~eed, that nearly all his time unoccupied in
preaching wals required to reply to his correspondents. Nor
were his lab~rs by any means confined to the localities above
named; he r4ade repeated visits to New York and Canadat

when traveling was not a matter of the ease and conveni.
ence of the present day. His mode of conveyance wag
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either on horseback or in those heavy two-horse wagons
made use of by emigrants before the spring. carriage was
invented. On his route he preached at various points, and
planted the nuclei of various congregations, that bore in
after years abundant fruit. He also made several trips to
Ohio and Indiana, when those States were but little re"
claimed from their primitive condition of a wilderness, and
when the crossing of the Alleghenies was regarded as quite
an adventure. He established congregations in both the
above named States, as he did also in later years in the State
of Illinois. As he became advanced in years, and the fruits
of his labors were ripening in distant and more extended
regions, his correspondence grew still more voluminous, so
much so that it became necessary for him to call in aid t(}

assist him in his labors. His prayers for aid in his arduous
work were not in vain. A band of laborers grew up around
him who were able to challenge the world for piety, disin
terested benevolence and purity of life. Though not of the
refined and educated, nevertheless, like the humble fisher
men of Galilee, they were mailed in the holy armor of gos
pel truth, and with devoted hearts and heroic spirits they
were amply qualified to fight the battles of the Lord. These
came to Mr. Herr's aid, and largely relieved him of the
details of superintendence. Rut never, until the day of his.
death, did anything important or unusual transpire in church
affairs, either at home or abroad, without his knowledge
and never did an important question arise in the whole
church of his organization, wherever scattered, that was not
referred to him for solution.

Notwithstanding Mr. Herr's great correspondence and
other labors connected with the ministrations of church
affairs, he still found time to write several volumes and
pamphlets upon religious topics. They were all written in
German, with the exception of that entitled, his "Remarka
ble Vision," which he wrote in English. The others were all
translated into Englisb, and passed through several editions ..
In this brief sketch we are unable to analyze his writings,
and speak of them all severally as they deserve. Of his
" Vision," this, however, may be said: that it isa remarkabla
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work in every sense, and one that indicates a genius of a
high order; ,and the little work will not suffer when placed
in comparisa.n alongsjde of the" Pilgrim's Progress."

Mr. Herr i maintained an epistolary controversy with a
pastor of the Moravian church of Litiz, which finally re
sulted in a pamphlet, entitled" a brief and apostolical answer,"
which was published in the year 1819. It is clear, at this
late day, that Mr. Herr had the best of the argument; an.d
his clerical antagonist seemed to think so himself, as he never
,saw proper to reply. This was not the only instance that
Mr. Herr ha<;i such correspondence with clergymen, but it is
the only onelthat was published.

Had John
i

: Herr received the culture ·of a classical educa
tion and ma4e politics his study, he could have become a
leader in spit~ of all opposition. He was an admirable judge
of mankind, land could intuitively almost, as it were, select
those who shduld execute what he deRired to be accomplished.
It is not known) indeed, that he was ever deceived in a single
instance in any of his appointees, whether for the transaction
of church or business matters. And it is somewhat remark
able that, as in accordance with his religious opinions, a
resort to legal tribunals was not warranted; yet in business
affairs he became the dupe of sharpers and knaves to a much
less extent thJan is usually the case with business men.

He was a" natural born orator. His oratory was both
'emphatic and persuasive. He was grandly eloquent when
he wished to enforce a truth or depict the evils of sin. A
leading feature of his character was his earnestness and sin-
,cerity. His reasoning powers were of a high order, and in
argumentative discourse he had few if any equals. He had
a fine voice, and when appealing to sinners to turn from
their evil ways, (and on such occasions made use of his per
suasive powers,) the effect was electrical. He was a sound
logician, and 'I fortified his arguments by appropriate quota
tions. He never spoke from notes, and his impromptu efforts
on the spur df the oC0asion were frequently his most suc
cessful ones.

Re was a ',radioal in religion, and would have been in
politics had he given it any attention; but his mind was so:
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equally poised, that he never would have become agrarian.
His mind was so well balanced, that under no circumstances
did he despond or become unduly excited. He possessed
extraordinary good judgment, was frequently an arbiter be
tween neighbors, when a dispute arose between them, and his
decisions were always satisfactory. Ilis disposition was mild
;and childlike in simplicity; the pauper and degraded had as
free access to his attention as the most respected. His kind
ness of heart was so proverbial, that he never could gainsay
a legitimate request; but when anything was demanded con
trary to his principles, no inducement could swerve him from
his COUfse. Except in his religious views, it is doubtful if
John Herr ever had '~n eDelny; his business transactions
were of such a nature that no one ever took umbrage thereat;
-on the contrary, all his acquaintances were so attracted by
the excellency of his conduct, the unselfishness of his motives,
and by the unostentatious benevolence that characterized all
his labors, both temporal and spiritual, that they became his
devoted friends.

Mr. Herr's sale and only aim in this life, seeIns to have
been to prepare himself, and point out the way to others, for
a life in the future. And as every person with whom he
came in contact soon became convinced of his sincerity, they
respected him on account of his motives, even though they
differed with him in opinion. In the family relation he was
a perfect model as a son, husband and father. He filled all
these relations creditable to hurnan nature. That he had his
failings in temper and desire, no one was more conscious
than hirnself; and of this he gave frequent evidence in the
pulpit and his writings. But take Rev. John Herr all in
all, and it may be said of him by one who knew him for
many years, that" his like will not soon be found again."

John Herr was married in 1808, to Elizabet4 Groff, a
descendant of Hans Groff, the head of one of the surviving
families who accompanied Hans Herr from Switzerland.
'rhey had ten children, two of whom died in infancy. In
accordance with his sense of duty, Mr. IIerr took his last
trip to Oanada in 1850. He preached a sermon in the even-

. ing, traveled to a neighbor's house to spend the night, and
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died on the 3d of May, 1850, far from his wife, his kindred
and connections, and at peace with all the world. He calmly
and willingly resigned his soul into the hands of bis Creator,
in the firm. and abiding hope that he should receive the
crown of glory prepared for the faithful in the mansions of
eternal rest.

HERSIIEY, CHRISTIAN, elected Commissioner in 1836.

llERSHrEY FA1vfILY. Andrew Hershey was born in
Switzerlanu in the year 1702, and moved with his father to
the Palati~ate. In the year 1719 he and his brother Benja
min sailed'! for America and settled in Lancaster county.
His brother Christian also came to America, settling in Lan
caster in 1~39. The three brothers ,vere each of theln chosen
nlinisters ~n the Mennonite church. Andrew died in the
year 1792, iagtJd ninety years. He left twelve children, viz.:
Christian, Andrew, John, Benjarnin, Jacob, Abraham, Isaac,
Henry, Oatharine, Maria and Odti.

Andrew Hershey, second son of Andrew, one of the first
settlers, wa,s born in Lancaster county in the year 1734, and
died July ~,6th, 1806. By his first wife, named Bachman, he
had one d~ughter, Oatharine, born in the year 1760. His
second wifp , Maria, whose maiden name was Acker, was born
September :26th, 1743, and died September 13th, 1831. By
his second jwife he had the following childr~n: Anna, Jacob,
Maria, Antlrew, Henry, Elizabeth and John. Anna wag
born February 27th, 1762; Jacob was born October 2nd t

1765, and died May' 30th, 1821; MaTia was born May 23dt

1768; Andrew was born September 14th, 1779, and died
August 1st, 1835; Henry was born December 19th, 1772;
Elizabeth was born December 5th, 1775; John was born
March 31st. 1783, and died July 16th, 1831.

Andrew Hershey, one of the falnily last named, married
Esther Kauffman, who was born May 31st, ,1770, and died
March ~rd,! 1829. By her he -had the following children,
viz.: Christian, born December 28th, 1796, and died Septem..
ber 5th, 18?4; Anna, born July 15th, 1799; Andrew, born
J~nuary15th, 1802; Maria, born December 9th, 1804; Cath..
arine, born January 15th, 1809; Esther, born September
11th, 1811 i; B~rbara and Elizabeth, born December 9th)
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1814; John, born March 14th, 1818; and Magdalena, born
March 20th, 1821.

HESS, OHRISTIAN, elected Commissioner in 1851.

HESS, MARTIN D., Recorder in 1857.
HERTZ, RE,T. DANIEL, was born in Susquehanna town..

ship, Dauphin county, April 23d, 1796, where he grew up to
manhood. His parents were named Le\vis and Rosanna
Hertz. In youth he learned, in Harrisburg, the printing
business, but this not agreeing with his health, he abandoned
it for brick-laying, a trade which he learned with his brother.
In the winter months, not being busied in the business of
his trade, he engaged at intervals in teaching school, and so
continued until having made the acquaintance of Rev. Isaac
Gerhart, he was induced to prepare himself for the ministry.
He began his preparatory studies to this end, under Rev.
Gerhart, and closed them under Dr. Helfenstein, of Phila
delphia. He entered upon th~ duties of the ministry some
where about the year 1821, and after preaching somewhat.
desultory for some time, received a call to Ephrata, which
he accepted and entered upon duty at this place in the· spring
of 1823. Ilis charge at Ephrata embraced several congre..
gations; and his trial sermon was preached at Muddy creek,.
in the same church in which he closed his labors, forty-five'
years and six months after,vards. His was a long and faith
ful pastorate, and his name remains en~hrined in the memo
ries of' those who oft listened to the words of truth that,
flowed from his pure and mellowed lips. In his long and
dutiful service to the congregations of his charge he preached
10,028 regular Sabbath and week-day sermons; 1,776 funeraJ
discourses, and united in the bonds of matrimony 1,136,
couples. After his long and faithful stewardship he resigned
his charge into other hands, and peacefully breathed out his
soul into the bosom of his Redeelner, Septernber 22d, 1868.
In the words of Rev. J. V. Eckert, the subject of this notice
as a pastor, "was laborious and faithful in his ministry. He
pursued his calling ",vith alrnost unexampled devotion. He
was instant in seaSO~l and out of season. Like his heavenly
master, he went about doing good. lIe was systematic,
conscientious, and particular in his calling. His rnanner and
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deportmen, was high-toned and manly; and never com
plained, nor allowed anyone to trifle with his ministerial
character." I

HIBSHMAN, HENRY, was elected a member of the Leg
islature in the years 1811, 1815 and 1821. He was elected
-to the Stat~ Senate in 1833. .

! HIBSI-IMAN, JACOB, was a native of Lancaste-r county,
a:nd a citiz n of great prominence and respectability in the
community In 1810 he was appointed one of the associate
judges of L ncaster county, the duties of which office he dis ..
~harged for nine years. In 1818 he was elected a member
of Congres~ for the district composed of the C"ounties of Lan
caster, Leb~non and Dauphin. He filled the office of Dep
uty Surve~or for the county of Lancaster, for a period of
upwards oi]twenty years. He was appointed by the Gover
nor Apprai,ser of Damages, suffered by land·owners in con
sequence of1 the public impro,:ements. fIe served the office
of justice of the peace for many years under the old consti
tution; and after the adoption of the ne\v one, was continued
in office by: the suffrages of the people. He held the office
of Major G,neral of the 5th Division of Pennsylvania Militia
for twelve rears. He died at his residence jn Ephrata, May
19th, 1852., aged 80 years, 4 months and 19 days. In public
as well as i4 private life, Jacob Hibshman was esteemed for
his integrity, ability and high sense of honor. In him were
united a sou,nd understanding and a kindness of heart which
endeared bitn to all who knew him. In his entire character
he was wel~ worthy of imitation. He left behind him an
unspotted r¢putation.

HIESTA~D, JOHN A., editor of the .Examiner and Her
ald, was adIIitted as a nlember of the Lancaster bar in the
year 1840. He was elected to the Legislature of Pennsylva..
nia in the years 1852, 1853 and 1856. In 1860 he was
elected to the State Senate, and served one term in that body.
He was apprinted in 1871, by President Grant, to the posi
tion of N,lval Officer in the city of Philadelphia.

HIESTAND, JOHN M., elected Oomrnissioner in 1852.
HIESTE ,ISAAC E., son of vVilliam Hiester, and grand

nephew of overner Joseph Hiester, was born in New Hol-
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land, Lancaster county, in May, 1824. At an early age he
was sent to the Moravian school for boys, at Litiz; after
wards to the Abbeville Acaderny, and subsequently to Bol
mar's Institute, at vVest Chester, where he was prepared for
college. In 1838 he entered Yale College, and after pursuing
a full course of studies in that institution, graduated with
high honors. He entered and read law in the office of
Thomas E. Franklin, esq., and was adulitted to the bar in
184:5. Coming to the bar well fitted for the duties of the
profession, and his family ties being amongst the most in
fluential in Lancaster county, he speedily rose in the legal
ranks. In 1848 he was appointed District Attorney for the·
county, by the Attorney General of the State. In 1852 he'
was elected to Congress by the 'iVhig party, and though
young, made his rnark in that body, delivering a brilliant
speech against the Kansas·Nebraska bill. Upon the organi
zation of the Know Nothing party, Mr. IIiester chose not to
go with the majority of his party, and with a small wing of
followers, united himself to the Democratic party. He was

again nominated by this party for Congress in 1854, but was
defeated. With the Democratic party he continued to act as
long as he lived, but by no means sympathized fully with it.
In 1856 he was again the candidate of the Democratic party
for Congress, but his popularity was by no means sufficient
to overcome the great opposition majority in Lancaster
county. In 1868 he \vas elected a delegate to the D~mo

cratic National Convention, and was chosen to represent the
State of Pennsylvania in the Democratic National Executive
Committee. He died February 6th, 1871.

On the question of the prosecution of the war for the sup
pression of the rebellion, Mr. Hiester seemed not materially
to differ in sentiment with the other recognized leaders of
the Democratic party; but after the close of the war his
opinions showed a restiveness in Democratic harness. His
views by no means harmonized with those of his party, and
he was zealous and outspeken for a dissolution of the Demo..
cratic organization, a change of name and an entire remodel
ing of principles. By instinct he belonged, as it were, to the
Republican party; and although at times he must and did op-
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pose them, et it is very doubtful 1f he did not oft regret his
abandonnlent of the old party in which he had been reared,
and to which he ,vas indebted for his most substantial honors.
He believed that the attitude of the Democratic party, as
regards the'ISouthern rebellion, had ruined it, and he regarded,
therefore, a defence of dead principles as useless. In other
words, in ,his judgment, the DelTIOcratic party had been
weighed in the scales of American public opinion and found
wanting.

As a lawyer Mr. Hiester was conceded talents of a high
order. Fronl the analytical character of his mind, he was
able to gra~p legal questions and unfold them before the
court and jury in a very happy manner. He always had
his cases w(jll prepared, and in their trial was fully equal to
any memb~r of the Lancaster bar. He enjoyed a large and
profitable practice. In all his relations V\rith the members
-of the prof¢ssion his conduct was exelnplary, and his word
when giveq, equalled his bond. He was purely a business
man. Sav~ political distinction, he had no other ambition
than to shin~ in the ranks of the profession, and in this latter
aspiration ~e was worthily gratified. With his immense
wealth, his talents might have secured him eminence in other
careers than business, but his mind never seems to have been
aroused to anything except the career in which he spent his
days. He tppears to have had no taste for travel, science,
or literatur~, any 01 which might have served to occupy his
time quite as pleasantly as the legal profession. As a citi
zen he was ~ind and courteous to alL lIe possessed, how
ever, a digti,ified reserve that gave no room for familiarity,
and even ini the lnidst of his most intin1ate friends this was
not laid asi~e.

nIEST1~1R, \i\TILLIAlf, was born in Berks county, Penn
sylvania, O~tober 10th, 1790. He removed to Lancaster
county wh~n a young man, located at New IIolland, and
married Lu~y E. Ellmaker, a daughter of Isaac Ellmaker of
that place. I He early became known as a politician, and
first took a prominent political part in the movements in
Lancaster county that gave shape to the Anti-Masonic party
of the county in 1828. He acted as secretary of the great
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Anti-Masonic meeting, held at New flolland in 1828, which
passed resolutions refusing to support any man for office
who was a member of the ~fasonic order. Mr. Hiester was
Ilominated in the campaign of 1828 for Congress on the Anti
.Jackson ticket agaiBst James Buchanan, but was defeated.
He was again nominated in 1830 for Congress, and elected.
He was twice reelected to Congress, and served as a mern
ber of that body from 1831 till 1837, and rendered general
satisfaction to his constituents. He was, in 1836, elected
a member of the Convention to revise the Constitution of
Pennsylvania. In 1840 he was nominated and elected a
member of the State Senate, and during the session of 1842
was chosen speaker of that body. \Vhilst a member of
Congress, Mr. Hiester advocated and voted-ifor a tariff that
should ensure a sound national currency; as a menlber of
the Reform Convention he advocated an amendment to the
Constitution, which, if adopted, would have prevented an
excessive increase of the public debt; and whilst a Senator,
he was ever the rigid advocate" of reform, and __desired even
to commence with the reduction of his own compensation.

During all his publjc service, he was rernarkable for his
attention to the interests of his constituents, anr"', for his
regular attendance at his place of official duty. Ifis car~er

of official life secured for him the lasting confidence of his
constituents, and many of them, against his earnest protests)
still desired to crown him with yet higher honors. He was
president of the great Whig meeting, held at Lancaster, July
29th, 1843, which advocated the claims of Henry Olay for the
Presidency in 1844. He was the unanin10us choice of Lan
caster county for Governor, in 1844; and although the dele
gates were instructed for him, he declined allowing his name
to come before the convention. Physical infirmity, he felt,
would not permit him to undertake a trust of such import
ance, especially as he had for some years been in declining
health. He was "the Whig Presidential Elector in 1844.

Mr. Hiester was a German by birth, a farmer b.yoccupa
tion, and a gentleman well informed upon all the current
topics of the day. He spoke the German as fluently as the
English. In private life he was a m~n of unblemished
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moral character and integrity, of winning manners alid easy
address. He was respected and esteemed wherever known.
He died at

t
! New Holland, Oct. 13th, 1853, in the 63d year of

his age.
HIPPL ; FREDERICK, was elected a member of the Legis

lature in 1, 33 and 1834. He was also elected Commissioner
in 1842. I

HOFF, IOHN, was appointed Clerk of Orphans' Oourt in
1817.

*HOFFMAN, GEORGE, was born in Strasburg, March 9th,
1784. Hei!must have been quite a student in his youth,
and, witho t doubt, improved all his opportunities to their
utmost ext, nt. He obtained the first rudiments of educa
tion frorn I an old German schoolmaster, named Bucb, of
whom but ;very-little is known, but who, according to Mr.
Hoffman's ~ecollection, must have been a man of considera..
ble knowl~dge and ability. Of Mr. Hoffman's parents but
little is knO~ll. His father died when George-was quite young,
and his mother, whose maiden name was Drum, did not live to
be old. Old people, who had any recollection concerning
her, alway~ said she was a woman of good sound sense, a
fact which tll who knew her son were free to confess. Such
a man coul~ not have been the son of any other than a
woman of first-rate natural abilities.

When G~orge was about fifteen years old he was placed
in the stor~ of Jarnes Whitehill, then the most considerable
of the Stra,burg merchants. Here he remained till he was
over twenty-one years old. For the next eight or ten years
he was emnloyed as clerk in other stores, all the while re..
taining his ftudious habits and love of knowledge. In 1809
he was matied to Mrs. Barbara Maynard, of Safe Harbor,_
and went i to the mercantile business on his own account.
About five i ears afterwards he removed to Strasburg, where
he continu~d to reside and keep store till the time of his

death. t
In 1816 e was appointed by Governor Snyder a justice

of the peac ,an office which he held till the winter of 1827-8,
when he ce~sed an~ longer to perform its duties, he having

*Contributed by Alexander Hood, esq.
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been, at a special election held in December, 1827, elected to
the Legislature over the regular Jackson Democratic nomi
nee. Being a supporter of Adams, in 1828, he could not be
re~lected. .

At this time 1fr. Hoffman stood very high in the party
which opposed Jackson in this county. True, it was but a
small party in the State', but it contained all the wisdom
and most of the political honesty of the time. The cry of
corruption raised against Olay and Adams, swept everything
before it. In the s111all vote which the State then polled,
Jackson had more than fifty thousand majority. In Lancas
ter county, owing to the exertions of Mr. Hoffman and
others, the .disproportion was not so overwhelming. Bu
chanan's majority for Congress, in 1828, was 1,299, smaller
by about 200 than that which William Hiester, as an Anti.
Mason, received two years afterwards.

As a magistrate Mr. Hoffman was one of the most useful and
upright men who ever filled that office. His aim \vas never
to make money for himself, but to do good to those around
him. No civil case that could be anlicably adjusted, did he
ever push onward to a suit, for the sake of making costs for
himself or the constables. In all cases of misdemeanor,
where the law permitted an amicable arrangement, he never
failed to exert his good offices towaras that end. tio He ,vas
emphatically, a peace-maker; and many h~d cause to bless
him for his efforts in that direction. Nor did his good officeB
as an adviser end with his magisterial career; to the end of
his life he was the friend and counsellor of all who applied
for his advice, the great merit. of which was, that he was
almost invariably right in his views of what was most proper
to be done in all cases of difficulty. He had, in an eminent
degree, the rare faculty of making persons who were wrong
and angry, perceive their error and the folly of their ill
temper; and this he could do without giving them the least
offence. He seemed to know, by intuition, how to treat
every person with whom he canle in contact, and this in all
cases without the least departure from. his habitual dignity.
The writer of this knew him perfectly well, and now, twenty..
seven years since his death, ~pon an impartial view of his

23
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character, OInes to the conclusion that Mr. Hoffman was so
nearly dev~id of all prejudice, that his judgment was never in
the least i~fluenced thereby; that, with the greatest kindness
of heart, h~ had the clearest perceptive power of any man of
whom he ~as ever had any personal knowledge.

His frienJdship for the young was at all times remarkable.
No man ev~r took a stronger interest than he did in young
people Wh~1fell in his way. To them he was like a father;
and his ad ice was always given with so much good feeling
that no one could ever take offence, even when the admoni...
tion took t. e form of reproof. It was this feeling which
gave rise to th~ sentence uttered by him, which led to the
first eflort tp found a systenl of public schools in Pennsyl
vania. In i,January, 1831, in consequence of a sentence
uttered by im, a discussion took place in his store, which
ended in th call of a nleeting, of which George Diffenbach
was the cha rnlan, and James McPhail, esq., secretary. This
meeting, wh· ch was held in the Jackson street school house,
and which as attended by about forty persons, sent the
first petitiod to the Legislature in favor of general educa
tion, resulti g in the passage of the act of 1831, appropri
ating certai funds to\vards the establishment of public
schools at so e future time. From this time till the school
system wjts rmly established, in 1835, Mr. Hoffman, with
other friend, of education, never lost sight of the grand
movenlent tq which in our State they had given the :first
impetus. T9 the day of his death he was always one of its
firlnest suppqrters.

It has alre~dy been said that. Mr. Hoffu1an was strongly
opposed to t~e election of Andrew·Jackson. Being a very
quiet membe\r of the Masonic order, in 1829, when Anti
Masonry swett over this country like a deluge, he was forced
back into the:Democratic party, the ticket of which he voted
till his death~ Iexcept when Henry Clay was a candidate for
the Presidencty, for whom he always cast his vote and influ
ence. He w4s at all times a firm believer in the protec
tion of Ame~ican industry, and an ardent supporter of the
rights of man~ without distinction of color or race. When
Charles Burlefgh delivered the first anti-slavery lecture in

'I
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Strasburg, Mr. Hoffman was one of the few who stood by
him at all hazards. He always was a decided abolitionist,
and hated slavery in all its forms. Had he lived till the
great contest between liberty and slavery had developed
itself, only so far as in its form of free soil against slavery
extensioR, there is no doubt as to where he would have been
found.

His whole nature revolted against wrong and oppression
in every shape; but he was not permitted to see the political
salvation of a down-trodden race, nor to look upon the red,
white and blue, untarnished by the bla~kness of slavery.

In 1845 he was attacked by typhoid fever of the most
malignant type. From this he never rallied, and on the 30th
day of June he breathed his last. No man within the circle
of those who knew him, was ever more sincerely regretted.
He left three children, Barbara, the widow of Jacob Erb,
who resides in Conestoga township; Ann, the wife of B. B.
Gonder, esq.; and Jesse Hoffman, \v'ho resides in Strasburg.

HOFFMAN, VALENTINE, was a superior manufacturer of
edge tools and, cutlery in Lancaster at an early day. He
was a highly respected citizen.

HOFFlVIEIER, J. L., was elected Clerk of the Quarter
Sessions in 1839, being the first elected under the new Con
stitution. After serving this office he was engaged in various
clerkships until 1858, when he was appointed clerk and sales
man of the Laneaster County Prison, a position he retained
up to April, 1863. He was reelected in March, 1864, and
held the office up to April, 18'72, with the exception of a
brief interval.

HOLL, PETER, was a resident of Warwick township, owner
of a ~ill on Litiz creek, and a man of influence in the com..
munity. He was elected Commissioner of Lancaster county
on the Federal ticket in 1819. Shortly after the expiration
of, his term of office, he left Lancaster county and settled in
Cumberland county, Pa.

HOOD, ALEX.A..NDER. In 1696 an Englishlnan, named
John Hood, with his wife, settled within a few miles of where
Norristown now stands. This man, it seems, when quite
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young, ha been concerned in some plot against the govern
ment and ~ed to Holland, afterwards going back to England
as a soldi~r in the army of -VVilliam III. A. grandson of
this man, ~ev. Philip Hood, had a numerous family, among
whom wa~ a son named Gerhart, born in 1756, vvho married
Mary, the Idaugbter of Philip 'Ventz, of Skippach, at whose
house Ge~eral Washington had his headquarters before and
after the ~attle of Germanto,vn. About 1792 Gerhart and
his brother John relnoved to Chester county, not far from
Andrew's tBridge, the place being now known as Homeville.
John remJined there till his death, in 1832, but Gerhart
removed tp Lancaster in .1795, remaining there till 1802,
when he removed to Philadelphia, and died there in 1814.

Gerhart: Hood had three sons: Frederick, born near N or
ristown, Jhne 14th, 1779; George, born at the same place,
about 178~; and Samuel, born at Lancaster in 1796. George
moved fro~ Philadelphia to Lancaster, Ohio, in 1816, and
died there:a fAW years afterwards. Samuel died in Philadel
phia, unnl~rried, in 1822.

Frederi4 Hood learned the trade of a hatter at Lancaster,
and after'yards worked in various places, till he married
Margaret, !the daughter of John Higgins, of Chambersburg,
Pa. After the war of 1812, in which he participated in

I

several battles and was taken prisoner, he removed to Phila-
delphia, and in·lH19 removed to Strasburg, where he fol
lowed his trade for several years. He died at Soudersburg,
October l'f1:th, 1865, in his 87th year. His two sons, Alex
ander H. ~nd John Gerhart flood, reside in Lancaster.

Alexander H. liood was born at Chambersburg, Pa., and
,vhen a s~nall boy came to Strasburg with his parents, as
above stat~d. When about sixteen years old he was appren
ticed to a: shoemaker, and ,vorked at that business till he
was over t'wenty years old. He then became a teacher of a
public school, and in 1837 was appointed a clerk in the
office of tie Secretary of State, at Harrisburg, where he re
mained tilt the close of Ritner's administration. In April,.
1839, he blecame the editor and proprietor of the Lancaster
Union, wh~'ch he conducted with marked ability till October,
1842, whe~ he sold out to R. 'We Middleton. In 1839 he
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was elected Clerk of the Orphans' Court of Lancaster county,
.and before bis term expired he ,vas .elected to the Legisla
ture, in which, owing to a split in the party, he remained but
one session. 'Vhile serv'ing in this capacity, John Mathiot,
who for several years had been Mayor of Lancaster, died.
Mr. Hood, on the petition of nlany Whigs and a few Demo·
crats, introduc~d and had passed into a la,v, a bill nlaking
the Mayor elective, though it ,vas covertly opposed by all
the leading Democrats. After the defeat of Clay, in 1844,
he took but little part in politics for some years. In 1844,
having read lavv under the direction of the late Han. Thad.
deus Stevens, he ,vas admitted to the bar, and soon became

• .one of its most prominent metnbers. In 1847 he identified
hinlself with the free-soil moven1ent, voting for y.....an Buren
in opposition to Taylor. '\Then the Republican party was
formed, he was one of the very fe'\v \vho held the first meet·
ing in Lancaster county. FraIn that day to the present time
he has always been prominent in the Republican ranks. At
the outbreak of the war, all his energies were exerted in
behalf of the Union cause. In 1861 he received the regular
Republican nomination for President Judge of this district,
but was defeated by a coalition of dissati~fied Republicans
with the Democrats, who put the old incumbent, then re
'garded as a Republican, in the field against hiln. The rna·
jority of the successful candidate "vas very small, and Mr.
Hood could have been easily elected had he not refused to
take any part in his o,vn behalf.

In August, 1862, he was appointed Collector of Internal
Revenue of this district, by President Lincoln, a position
which he held till September, 1866, when he was removed
by Andrew Johnson for refusing to contribute funds towards
the forlnation of Johnson's nevv party. Since that time ~fr.

Hood has been steadily engaged in the practice of his pro·
fession.

As to social science, 1Ir. Hood can sca.rcely be said to be
,either conservative or progressive, though his mind tends
most strongly in the latter direction. lIe is the furthest
possihle remove from an old fogy, but he does not like to
go ahead \vithout being sure he is right. His opinions are
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all formed iafter patient investigation, and when his mind is
once made; up on any question, he has full confidence iR the
result at ~hich he has arrived. FroIn his boyhood he was
a decided tbolitionist, and was never afraid to express his
views, eve when such expression was attended with con
siderable d, nger. He has at all times been the friend of the·

. oppressed, iwithout regard to race, color, or condition.
As one~iof the few "rho at Strasburg put the ball in

motion, which resulted in the school system of Pennsylvaniat'
it was nat ral that when an at,tempt to destroy that system
was made, ~e should oppose it with all his force, though the
attempt walis sanctioned by the most of the party to which
he belOng~id. In truth, it may be said, that in all cases
where the ontest has been between the strong and the weak t •

the powerf I and the oppressed, he has always been found
on the sidel of justice and right.

Mr.. Hoo~'s mind is eminently mathematical, and in this
departmen , of science he is said to be proficient. His argu
ments all ·ndicate study in this direction, and it is this
faculty of ind whi~::':-- prevents his impulses from getting
control of is judgment; and it is this which imparts to him
that full confidence he has in all his conclusions. As a
speaker, hel is logical and argumentative rather than flowery
or fluent; yet in many of his speeches there are touches of
pathos whifh go directly to the hearts of his hearers. His
illustration~ are always apt and forcible, but, like the draw-·
jngs of 1tli4hael Angelo, a fe,v tOllches tell the whole story..
On the stu~p he always takes the crowd along with him,
and the e:tmct of his speeches all tell upon the majorities-

I

where he S~Ieaks.
, HOOD, OSEPH, was a member of the Legislature in 1860.

HOLLI GER, ISAAC, ,vas elected Recorder in 1866.

i HOPKI~S, GEORGE WASHINGTON, son of James Hop
kins, was dne of the brilliant lights of the old Lancaster
bar, whoselgreat oratorical powers and splendid decla,mation
have assoctated his name with John R. Montgomery and
George "v.1 Barton. These three names are ever associated
together as: the bright trio of intellectual stars of the first
magnitude,!: that shone with such dazzling splendor on old
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Lancaster, the ren1embrance of which will never perish
whilst memory endures.

HOPKINS, JA1IES, for many years was the most eminent
lawyer of the Lancaster bar,. and ranked amongst the nlost
noted in the whole State. His business in the profession

. was immense, and he accumulated a vast fortune in. the
practice. With him studied many of the old able attornies
of the country, and amongst these James Buchanan. He was
employed in the trial of important causes in different counties
of the State. On one occasion he was selected by the Legis
lature, with Ross,of Pittsburg, to try a case calling for great
legal ability. He was purely a lawyer, mingling little in ·
politics, but was elected a member of the Legislature in
1821. He died whilst engaged in the trial of a case In
Lancaster.

HOPKINS, JOHN, brother of James Hopkins, was a
member of the Legislature in the years 1787, 1788, 1789,
1796, 1797, 1798, 17~9 and 1800. He was also elected to the
State Senate in 1814.

HOPKINS, W. W., grandson of James Hopkins, and a
member of the Lancaster bar, was elected to the Legislature
in the year 1868..

HOSTETTER, HENRY, ,a citizen of Ephrata township,
was elected to the Legislature, on the Democratic ticket,l in
1828. He was a farmer, and ~ minister in the denomination
of the Seventh·day Baptists.

HOUSEKEEPER, We, was a member of the Legis!ature
in the years 1855 and 1856.

HOUSTON, SAMUEL, one of the early settlers in Lancas
ter county, emigrated from S.cotland to America with five
sons, prior to the Revolution. He purchased a large body of
la:ud in Pequea valley, a few nliles northwest of the Gap.
He at once espoused the American cause and rendered impor-

I The Democratic success in Lancaster county in 1828, was its last
victory in the 'county. Prior to that time it had been somewhat alter..
nately successful in the elections, but with the coming into power of
the Anti-l\Iasonic party, the Democratic party sunk. Many Democrats
became Anit-1"lasons, and the DeUlocratic party has been in a misera
ble minority in the county ever since.
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tant servic~. Four of his sop.s joined~ the army and served
during the jwar. He was a valuable and influential member
of the Ass~ciate Presbyterian church.

HOUSTpN, SAl\fUEL, son <If the above, was born in
Scotland, ahd removed with his father to this country about
the year lt69. He married Sarah, daughter of John and
Mary HoI1kins, in the year 1787. He was for many years
engaged i~ mercantile pursuits at the Gap, in Salisbury
township, rtnd was appointed a justice of the peace by Gov
ernor ~fiffiin, which office he held with satisfaction to the

. public for more than forty years. He was, in 1829, elected
a member ?f the State Senate of Pennsylvania, which posi
tion he hel~ for three years. He was honored by the people
with many: other important trusts. Mr. Houston was a man
of great u~efulness in the cornmunity, and by his persever
ing indust~y and business activity, he acquired a handsome
independe~ceJamong vvhich were included several fine farms,
Houston's ;mill, the hotel at the Gap, besides several store
houses. Ite was a worthy and esteemed member of the
Presbyteri~n church. He di~d in the year 1842, aged
'seventy-:fivle years. His youngest son, Benjamin F. Houston,
is among his surviving descendants; and the late John HOlis
ton, of Washington city, who held a situation in the Treas
ury department uninterruptedly' for more than fifty years,
was the e14est son of Samuel Houston, esq.

HOWEiLJ CHARLE.S M., was born in Philadelphia, April
24th, 1814 He received his education in the schools of that
city, and las a student of the Plainfield Academy, in Con..
necticut, f9r some time. At the early age of fourteen he
was apprerticed to Gen. Pete: Fri:z, t~ learn the marble
mason bU~Iness, and served WIth hIm tIll he was twenty
one years of age. Upon the close of his apprenticeship he
continued ~o work as a journeyman for several years. In
the spring lof 1838 he set up for himself in his business in
Philadelp*a, and carried on till September, 1841. Having
married into a Lancaster family, he,'in1841, removed to and
began bus~ness in Lancaster, in East King street, on property
of John N. Lane, 'Nhere he carried on ,vith excellent suc
cess. A few years afterwards he purchased the old Gompf
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property, on the west side of North Queen street, ,vhere he
has since carried on his business. In 1863-4 he erected a
handsome new building on the site of the old property
purchased by hiln. Mr. IIowell ~ras elected County Treas
urer, on the Democratic ticket, in the fall of 1856, which
office he filled ,vith entire satisfaction to the public. He was
also elected City Treasurer by the City Councils, in 1865.
He has frequently been a member of both branches of City
Councils, and also for some time a tnember of the City
School Board. Mr. How·ell is emphatically a self-n1ade man,
and has from an humble grade in society arisen until he is
·a man of considerable wealth ana influence. He became a
member of the Masonic fraternity in Philadelphia, in 1835,
~nd since 1853 has been District Deputy Grand ~faster of
District No.1 of Pennsylvania; and he was also Gran,d
Generalissimo of t};le Grand Commandery of the Order of
Knights Templar of Pennsylvania. A new ~lasonic Lodge,
founded in 1871, was named Howell Lodge, in honor of the
subject of this notice.

HOvVER, J. W., elected a menlber of the Legislature in
1848.

HUBER,. JOHN, one of the early settlers in Warwick
township, and the prineipal contestant in the dispute with
Richard Carter in reference to nanling the township. He
was a leading UlaR and an iron·master. The following lines
were upon his furnace:

" J ohan Huber, der erste Deutsche luan
Der das Eisenwerk vollfurell kann."

I-IUBLEY, ADAM, a brother of John Hubley, was, in
December, 1776, appointed ~fajor of the 10th Pennsylvania
regiment in the Continental service. He \vas a member of
the Legislature for the years 1783, 1785, 1786 and 1787.
He was also chosen a menl1er of the State Senate in 1790.

HUBLEY, REHNARD) was born in Germany, October
18th, 1719. He eluigrated to America ,vhen a boy of about
sixteen years of age, and settled in Lancaster. He learned
the tanning business with Valentine Krug, and afterwards
carried on this business for nlany years. fIe purchased and
owned ,,"hat ~ras years ago kno\vn as the Brad.y rarin. · He
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ranked in h!is day as one of the most influential and respected
citizens of ~'he community. lIe was a member of the Board
of Assistant Burgesses of the borough of Lancaster for the
years 1750,.11757,1766 and 1767. He was for some years a
commissioner of the county of Lancaster. He was a man
who exerted considerable influence in political circles, and
was a me~ber of the Federal party. He was an active
Whig in tHe Revolution, and was appointed barrack-master
of Lancast~r county in 1778. By his energy and persever
ance he acpumulated a considerable fortune, and left his
children in leasy circumstances. He was twice married, and
had twent~.one children, the youngest of whom was Anna,
the wife of~he late Joseph Ebrenfried. He sustained heavy
losses in th,b depreciation of the Continental currency. He
died Januaty 29th, 1803. He was for many years an elder
of Trinity futheran church.

HUBL~8J~, JOHN, son of Michael Hubley, was born at
Lancaster, pecember 25th, 1747. He was married to Maria
Magdalena,1 the daughter of Ludwig Lauman. He read law
under the ibstruction of Edward Shippen, and was admitted
to the bar ~n 1769. He was one of the delegates from Lan
caster eou~ty to the convention which met in Philadelphia,
July 15th,~1776' to adopt a State Constitution. August 5th,
1776, he t ok his seat as a member of the General Pennsy1
vania Cou leil of Safety which had been established by the
first Const~ution. On January 11th, 1777, he was appointed
commissary of Continental stores, and the stores of Pennsyl
vania at L~ncaster,with the rank of Major, and with author
ity to ap oint such deputies as he might judge necessary.
A few day afterwards he was authorized to employ all the
shoemaker~ among the Hessian prisoners at Lancaster, in
making sh~es for the State. He "vas for some time a Coun
cillor of th~ Supreme Executive Councjl. He "'as appointed
April 5th, 11777, by the Supreme Executive Council, Pro
thonotary ,of the Court of Common Pleas, Clerk of the
Orphans' qourt, Clerk of Quarter Sessions, and also Recorder
of Deeds, part of which offices be held for up\vards of twenty
years. In jJanuary, 1777, he was commissioned also a justice
of the pea~e. In 1787 he was a member of the State Con..
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vention that ratified the Federal Constitution. He died
January 21st, 1821.

HUBLEY, MICHAEL, brother of Bernard Hubley, was
born in Germany, .February 28th, 1722. On the 2d of
October, !~32, he came with his father to Amerilla, and
landed at Philadelphia. In the spring of 1840 be came to
Lancaster, where he continued to reside until his death. On
the 6th of August, 1745, he married Rosina, a daughter of
Dietrich Strumpf, who was also born in Germany, and who
lived with him until her death, June 28th, 1803, at the age
of 84 years. He was, in 1777, appointed by the supreme
executive council a justice of the peace of Lancaster county,
and for some tilne was the presiding justice of the several
courts of the county. He was re-commissioned a justice of
the peace in 1784. For some time during the Revolution he
held the position of barrack-master of Lancaster county.
He was an acting magistrate of the county for the period of
twenty-seven years. During the last 43 years of his life he
served the Trinity Lutheran congregation as warden: elder
and trustee. He died May 17th, 1804.

HUMES, DR. SAMUEL, an eminent physician of Lancas
ter. He was a graduate of the University of Pennsylvania.
He began the practice of his profession about 1812, and was
busily engaged therein until his death in September, 1852.
Dr. Henry Carpenter being a student of Dr. Humes, and his
executor, succeeded him in his practice. Dr. Humes was
Treasurer of Lancaster in 1806.

HUNSEOKER, C. L., was born in Manheim township,
Nov~mber 1st, 1814. He is a miller by occupation, and a
leading, influential and intelligent citizen of the community..
He was first elected to the Legislature from Lancaster county
in 1850, then quite a young man, and served in the sessions
of the Pennsylvania Legi~lature in the years 1851, 1852"
1854 and 1856. He was reelected to the Legislature in the
year 1871.1

1 By the late apportionment made in 1871, Lancaster county is entitled
to but one Senator and three members of the House of Representatives.
The first members under the new apportionlnent for the session of
1872, were David K: Burkholder, Dr. J. C. Gatchell and C. L. Hun
secker.
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HURFORD, LE\VIS, a member of the Legislature in 1849.

HUSS, JOHN, was born in Chester county, Pennsylvania,
Novemberj6th,1790.. He learned the printing business in
Lancaster, in the office of 'Villiam Hamilton, and afterwards
worked as ~ journeyman printer with IIugh Maxwell. It
was he whq began the publication of the first newspaper in
Marietta, ~nd which he called the Pilot, but afterwards
"changed it~ name to the Pioneer. He started this paper
about the qlose of the war of 1812-14, and in 1827 sold out
his interest I therein to Charles- Nagle. The vignette of his
paper ,vas! a steamboat, engraved by J. J. Libhart. The
motto 'of h~ paper was the following:

I " This world is a bubble, all things show it;
! Once I thought so, now I know it."

He was ele~ted a member of the ~egislature for the year
1822 and reelected for 1823. He dIed July 19th, 1841.

HIGH, GEORGE J., was elected Recorder of Deeds in 18'70.

J.

JACKS, I AllES, a member of the Legislature in the years
1780, 11781 and 1782. He was appointed Recorder of

Deeds in 1783.

*JACK~ON, JOEL, was born at West Grove, Chester
county, in the year 1776, being a descendant of one of the
oldest famit·es in that region. At an early age he went to
Wilmingto , Delavvare, and entered into the mercantile busi·
ness, for Wi ich it would seem he ,vas singularly unfitted.
Remainingiin ,Vilmington but a short tillie, he returned to
,Chester co~nty, purchased, improved, and disposed of a farm
situated in !London, Britain township. In his 37th year he
determined; to leave his native county, and with this end in
view came Ito Lancaster and purchased from a family by the
name of C~ppock's, a large farm, located in the southern
part of Li~tle Britain. This land being very poor, Joel
Jackson, with untiring industry set to work to improve it,
by burning lime and feeding cattle. The place was soon

*Contributed by Charles H. Stubbs, }I. D.
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rendered quite productive, and t.he new proprietor well
known as a successful and intelligent farmer. As an in
stance of the general poverty of the soil of the southern part.
of the township at this period, 1813--14, it might be men
tioned that on several occasions, in the first ye~r of his
occupancy, he had to haul corn for his stock fron1 the richer
central parts of the county.

It is not of him as a successful farmer ,ve would speak,
but rather of those marked traits of character before'
alhaded to, and as possessing abilities of the very highest
order for the &cquisition of science, which, if cultivated,
would have placed him in fank with the euviers, Farradays
or Davys of Europe. Though, doubtless, he was conscious
that by nature he was fitted for something higher than the life

of toil that laid before him, and as, necessary for the welfare
of his family. Perhaps no more hard-working, industrious·
man, one more self-reliant, and one who would permit no
person to do for him anything that he thought could possi..
bly be done by hinlself, and one more strictly honest in his
dealings, never lived. His strict integrity and keen sense of
the justice due all men, was manifested all his life in the care
he vvould take not to ask too much for anything he had to
sell, or above the nlarket price of the article. Though
somewhat hasty in temper, he was very kind and courteous
in manner. But if he should detect a man in any duplicity
or dishonesty, he took no pains to conceal his dislike. This
same strict sense of justice led hiln to forbid his day-laborers
to work after sundown; alvvays having their meals ready for
them that they could return home; himself, even when a
very old man, doing up the usual chores before coming to
the house. If the poet was right, that "an honest man is
the noblest work of God," Joel Jackson was elnphatically
one of Nature's noblenlen. In his habits he was very domes..

- tic, rarely leaving hon1e unless absolutely necessary; never
going to public meetings of any kind, and only to elections
when he thought some question of interest was at stake.
His love of science and of nature always remained with him;
and the reading of all works accessible on these subjects, in
hours snatched occasionally from labor, and from the time
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others devqted to slumber, was his greatest delight. This
seemed to ijave rendered his life more endurable, and towards
the close c~eered its decline. His greatest recreation, in his
more adva~ced years, was the study of botany, the general
principles ~nd the more minute details of which it was no
trouble fori him to master. This was also true of geology,
his greates~ delight being to receive all the new publications
on the subjlect.

When h~ found himself unable to conduct his business on
the upper f~rm where he then resided, being about seventy
four years bf age, he made such distribution of his property
·as he thought just, and then retired to a small house near the
Rock Spri~gs, in a remote corner of the place, to wait for
death as a friend to lead him to rest. Here, in the silence of
the solitar~ hours, cheered, however, by frequent visits from
his childreti and his grandchildren, who kept him well sup
plied with ~ooks and papers, and finding employment in the
'Cultivation iof about an acre of land, he awaited with com
posure the Jlast great change, knowing that death is not only
inevitable, Ibut in the great scheme of creation, that it is just
as necessaf· as life. As he felt its near approach by his
increasing nfirmities, he gave directions that he should be
buried in plain manner, and no notice given, except to
some of the nearest of his friends, as he had always disap..
proved of great expense and large collections of people on
such occasions. He desired that no stone be placed over
him, but t~at one should be placed over his wife, who had
preceded h~m to the better land. After a short illness he
passed awa

t
peaceably from earth, in September, 1857, a·ged

nearly eigh y·ane years. And there, in a family graveyard,
containing some of his children and grandchildren" rests the
remains or! Joel Jackson. The ground is surrounded on
three sides ,by old forest trees, and there, in the quiet of that
nature he loved so well, a quiet unbroken, save by the song
of the Woo1·bird, and with a few wild flowers planted over
him by 10 ing hands, life's fitful fever over, be sleeps the
sleep of de ,tho

JAOKSON, LEAVIN H., was elected a member of the
Legislature! in the years 1832, 1833 and 1834.
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JACOBS, TIIOMAS B., was a member of the Legislature
in the years 1845 and 1847.

JENKINS, CATHARINE M., a daughter of the celebrated
divine, Rev. John Carmichael, was born in Chester county,
Pennsylvania, July 23d, 1774. Her mother died when she
was but thirteen days old, and her father before she had
reached the age of twelvee Not long after her father's death
she became the inmate of the family of the Rev. Robert
Smith, a relative by marriage. In his house she found a
congenial and happy home, and in the learned and devoted
pastor of Pequea a friend and father. In the faIT of 1792
she became a member of the Presbyterian church of Pequea.
Shortly before the death of Rev. Robert Smith, which
occurred on the 15th of April, 1'793, she accepted an invi
tation to make her home in the house of Rev. Nathaniel W.
Sample, of Strasburg, and after some time aecepted an invi
tation to the like effect from Daniel Buckley, an iron-master
of courteous and hospitable manners. In a letter to her
half..sister, Phcebe, dated Pequea, June 7th, 1799, she says:
U I am no longer an inhabitant of Strashurg. I bade adieu
to that place the last week of March, and am now a member
of Mr. Daniel Buckley's family, whose forge and farm, you
may recollect, we passed in going from Strasburg to Brandy
wine. It is a charming situation in the summer; and if I
am to judge of the time to come by what is past, I have
every reason to expect much happiness. Mr. and Mrs.
Buckley treat me with all the attention and kindness I could
expect from relations, and express the greatest pleasure in
seeing and entertaining my friends and acquaintances."

In September, 1799, the subject of this notice was married
to Robert Jenkins, and became the mistress of Windsor
Place. The first iUjpulse that inspired her after her marriage
with Mr. Jenkins, was to render her home the hospitable
mansion and favorite retreat for the pious and learned. As
soon as she would contract an acquaintance with a clergy
man, she never failed to extend to him a cordial invitation
to visit the" Preachers' Hotel." In consequence of her ~reat
amiability and kindness thus manifested, her house was the
,constant resort of ministers of every denomination who
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passed that war. Oatharine Jenkins was very fond of read
ing, and he~ centre table presented always a collection of
the best r¢ligious and periodical literature of the day.
Scholars an~ literary men were her especial favorites, and
she ever ai~ed to render them easy in her presence and feel
at home in her hospitable mansion. She loved to entertain
them in a style becoming their education and attainments.
Mrs. Jenkilis was a lady of great spirit and resolution, and
exerted the~e qualities of her character for the promoti~nof
truth and tUe elevation of mankind. She was an implacable
foe to the~~~ine cup and the ganling-table, and the followiItg
may be cit~d as illustrative of her resolution and ~tern pur·
pose. In ~er husband's employ ,vere a large number of
'workmen who were greatly addicted to the rum bottle, and as
a' consequence entailed misery upon themselves and their fami·
lies. The ~ands would frequently come to the table at their
boarding htnse in a state of intoxication, and this condition
of aft~irs Mrs. J ellkins endeavored to reforrn by moral
suasion, al·.~Y endeavoring to depi?t the great sin they
were COOl Ittlng. She now deterlnlued to employ more
decisive ans. By the aid of one of her servants, she
obtained tlle bottles in which the men kept their rum. At
dinner tim~ the hands were surprised and mortified to see
their bottle;~ in a row standing upon the table, and their con
tents visible tbrough the glass. Mrs. Jenl{ins soon aft~r

.entered the' room, and in her amiable manner remarked, that
she had in ~er possession anumbel" of bottles belonging to
them whicll. she desired to return to their respective owners,
and asked Ii of them each to come forward and claim his
]lropertY. i As none had the hardihood to do this under the
oircumstanpes, she next remarked: "'l'hey are now in my
possession,jand as you ,vill not take them, of course they are
at my disposal." After that she took them to an open
"Window, a~d striking them one by one against t}1e wall, they
fell in shiv¢fS to the ground. 'rhe bottles and their contents
being dest~oyed, she addressed the men and said, in a mild
but decisi~e manner, "if they be replaced by others, they
shall sharel the same fate." She used all her influence to
oppose vic~ and immorality, not only among her dependents),
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but also amongst. those who moved in the high.er walks of
life. Every sphere in which this pious lady moved, felt her
influence. Immorality never escaped her disapprobation,
no difference what \vere the circumstances under which it
prrsented itself. More than once were the cards and wine
cup, with great reluctance, removed from the social circle
when the approach of Mrs. Jenkins was announced.

As one whose life had been devoted to the service of Christt

her life was truly an exemplary one. She, on all occasions,
labored for the cause of her Redeemer, and liberally gave
of her means for the prornotion and building up of His
church. Upon an occasion when attending a Presidential
levee, and the Scripture was sneered at in such a manner as to
indicate that the party were largely tainted ,vith skeptical
views, she fi:r:mly defended and challenged respect for the
sacred book, vlhich was not further gainsaifl by any present.
She died September 23d, 1850.

JENKINS, DA VID, the original ancestor of the nunlerous
descendants of this narne, was a native of Wales, ,vho emi
grated to America and landed at Philadelphia in the year
1700. His son, John Jenkins, penetrated into the forests,
and selected a site on which the Windsor fo!ges 1 were
afterwards erected. He erected a temporary residence near
where now stands the Windsor Mansion, aRd entered into a
contract ~Tjth John, Thomas, and Richard Penn for the pur..
chase of 400 acres of land, January 10th, 1733. The land
was surveyed, but a patent therefore was not taken out by
Mr. Jenkins, and he sold it after some years to William
Branson & Co., of Philadelphia, who ·took out a patent for
the tract December 28th, 1742, and erected the Windsor
forges and 1tlansion House.

JENKINS, DAVID, son of John, the first settler at Wind
sor, was born July 2d, 1731. He purchased from William
Branson & Co., the whole of the Wind~or property. He

1 The Windsor Iron Works were alnongst the first established in the
United States, if not the first in Pennsylvania. They were put in opera
tion by a company upon the lands originally purchased by John Jenkins
in 1731. The company sold out their interest about the time of the
Revolution, to David Jenkins, who managed the works with skill and
economy.

24
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was a merpber of the Pennsylvania Legislature in 1784. He
died in 1797.

JENKlt:S' ROBERT, son of David Jenkins last named,
was born uly 10th, 1767, at 'Vindsor Place. He inherited
from his ather the VV-'iBdsor estate upon the death of his
parent, an~ managed the same with success until the spring
of 18L18, alperiod of about fifty years. When a young man,
he was a member of a troop of horse that was sent by
tB.e goverljlment to the northern part of the State to repress
Fries' insprrection. He was married in 1799 to Catha....
Tine, dau~hter of the eminent divine, John Carmichael, of
Brandy,vine Forks, Chester county, Pennsylvania. He was
a memberl of the Legislature in the years 1804 and 1805.
He repre1ented Lancaster county in Oongress from 1807
until 181~, during the stormy period that preceded the war
-of 1812 w~th Great Britain. He died April 18th, 1848, and
lies burie in the Crernarvon Presbyterian churchyard.

JENK NS, WILLIAM, brother of Robert Jenkins, was
TIorn at indsor Place, on the 7th of July, 1779. He grad
uated at rinceton Oollege, New Jersey, in 1797. He read
law in th office of James Hopkins, esq., and was admitted
to the bat on the 10th of August, 1801. In the winter of
1817-18, ~e was appointecl by Governor Findley Prosecu
ting Attotney for the county of Lancaster, an office he filled
with mar~'ed ability and fidelity for the period of twenty...
three yea s. In 1845 he was appointed by Governor Shunk
Recorder of the Mayor's Oourt, the duties of which office he
discharge until the abolition of the said court in 1849.
From that period he appeared but little in public; declining
years andl infirmity forbidding it. He died at his residence
on Duke f,!treet, May 24th, 1853. As a lawyer, Mr. Jenkins
stood in t e first rank of that list of eminent men who, in
the old h story of the Lancaster bar, rendered it so celebra..
ted throu~hout the commonwealth. He was an able jurist,
and a we~l ..read lawyer; a safe counsellor and an eloquent

~ advocate,i winning his way to the hearts of the jury with a
resistless power, and presenting to the court the strong legal
points of his case with a tact and energy that seldom failed
of its eft' ct. Always courteous to his opponents, he never
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for a moment, however, forgot the interests of his client, but
seemed to become, as it were, identified with his cause. To
young men entering upon the profession, his kindness was
great, and he was ever ready to instruct or assist them. His
mind was eminently a legal one, and a superior knowledge
of law may be said to have been his distinguishing charac
teristic. Never an active politician, he was nevertheless
firm and decided in his opinions, yielding to all the privilege
of entertaining and expressing their convictions, and never
permitting political to interfere with his personal feelings.
In the domestic circle Mr. Jenkins was an ornament. As a
husband and father he had no superior; and as a hospitable
gentleman, his home was proverbial. His hand and heart
were open to his friends, as was his purse to the afflicted
and needy.

JOHNS, JOHN, elected Register in 1857.

*JONES~ JOHN, was born in Chester county, Pennsylva
nia., in 1756, and died in Little Britain township, February
2d, 1800. In early manhood he removed to the vicinity of
Peach Bottom, Lancaster county, where he purchased land
and erected thereon a mill and :.q.ne mansion-the latter in
the old English styIe of architecture. 'J.1his building was
nicknarned "Jones's Folly," now known as the" Red House."
He was the first to have slate taken from the hills on the
eastern shore of the Susquehanna. Entering into the manu
facture of iron, he built a forge on the Octoraro, called
"Octoraro Forge." These buildings, as well as his mansion
near Peach Bottom, were covered with roofing slate. John
Jones, in addition to being a man of business, possessed a
fine literary taste. In early life he was subjected to much
bodily affliction as well as severe trials, partly arising from
the course of military operations, at that time progressing.
These, however, operating on a remarkably susceptible and
intelligent mInd, were embraced as profitable incitements to
seek for a more intimate internal acquaintance with God,
the great source of true consolation. Hereby his views of
the divine sufficiency became enlarged to the production of
an operative faith-his tribulations, agreeably with the apos-

*Contributed by Charles H. Stubbs, M. D.
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tolic testimony, working" patience, and patience experience,
and experience hope." Continuing his religious progress, he
in time b~came an approved Minister of the Gospel in the
:So.ciety o~ Friends; and as his experience in the spirituality

I

of the Ch~istian dispensation advanced, he was sometimes
drawn in the power of divine love to unfold to large congre
gations tq \vhom he ministered in a very remarkable and
impressiv¢ manner the deep and solemn mysteries of the
Gospel of: Christ. His natural disposition was remarkably
cheerful, lis manners engaging, and his social conversation
~leasinglyl in~tr~ctive; hi~ rational fac~lties wer~ strong a~d
lively, an4 hIS Judgrnent In natural thIngs prompt and dlS
'criminati'1e.

John Jhnes, towards the latter part of his life, wrote a
religious work entitled, Analysis of Revelation. This vol...
ume was published after his death by his friend and ad.
mirer, 30 eph Churchman.

K.

KAUFFMAN, ABRAHAM, son of David Kauffman, was
bor* in Rapho township, Lancaster county, March

·gOth, 179~. His father nloved to a farm in what was then
the southtestern part of Warwick (now Penn) township,
where A~raham has live.d up to this tim'e. His father died
January Ipth, 1846, aged 75 years, 1 month and 8 days. His
mother di~d March 11th, 1867, aged 87 years, 2 months and
26 days. IHe was brought up to agricultural pursuits. .He
lived c4ie~y in private life, save his being entrusted with
several minor positions, until 1835, when he was elected to
'the Hous~ ,of Representatives. It was during this session
that the fiwst appropriation was made toward commencing
the Getty~burg railroad, and here he differed from all his
'colleague~from the county in taking a stand against it, while
they suppprted it, and continued to do so during the second
session h~ was in the House. After giving his last vote
against it jin 18:38, he put his reasons for so doing on th.e'
journal, 4pril16th, 1838. Page 1156, House Journal.

I

I
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It may be stated that after the ~tate had expended nearly
<$1,000,000 on the doubtful project, it was abandon,ed. He
was again elected to the House of Representatives in 1836.
It was during this session that the surplus revenue of the
United States, by resolution of Congress,. (session of 1835-6,)
distributing said surplus anlong the several States, fell into
the hands of the Legislature, Pennsylvania's share being
nearly $4,000,000, and wishing to secure a portion of it to the
people direct, offered a joint resolution, February 20th, 1837,
(House Journal) VoL I, p. 563,) authorizing the State Treasurer
to redeem $2,000,000 of the State indebtedness. February
23d, (page 593,) on rnotion, the said resolution was considered
in committee of the whole, when, after considerable discus
sion, the opposition succeeded in having it postponed to
March 13th, when it could not be reached again. At this
time there was a strong improvernent feeling, and log-rolling
the order of the day. The said surplus \vas all scattered to
·various projects, excepting $500,000, which was distributed
amongst the several school districts of the State. He was
again elected to the House of Representatives in 1837, and
-again under the new constitution, in 1843, and served during
the session of 1844. In 1850 he was elected a director of
the poor for Lancaster county. He was reelected in 1853,
of which board he was president during the last five years.
February 11th, 1865, he assisted in organizing the Man
heim National Bank, of which institution he has been presi
dent up to this time. In the year 1869 he made a donation
to the borough of Manheim, of three acres of woodland,
containing a spring of water, near said town, to be used as a
public grove. This the town council properly named after
the donor.

KAUFFMAN, ANDREW I.:, a melnber of the Legislature
in 1836.

KAlTb'FMAN, BENJAMIN, a member of the Legislature
in 1801.
KAUFF~IAN,BENJAMIN, a member of the Legislature in

1839. He was also elected Clerk of Orphans' Court in 1845.

KAU]'FMAN, C. L., elected a member of the Legislature
in 1856.
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'KAUF,MAN, DR. MICH.A.EL, one of the~five brothers,
named C~ristian, John, Michael, David, and Isaac, sons of
John Kaqffman, was born March 5th, 1767, near what is
now Lanqisville, in East Hempfield township, Lancaster
county, P~nnsylvania. His younger years were spent on the
farm, when he learned the millwright trade. About 1790
he boughtl a mill in Rapho township, which business he fol·
lowed for ~ome years, when he moved to Manheim, where,
with his brother John, he went into the hardvvare business
for a few tears, when he commenced studying medicine with
Dr. Bard, ~nd commenced practicing about 1803 and followed
it up to the time of his death. In 1831 he was elected to
the Housel of Representatives and reelected in 1832; during
these sevetal sessions he attended industriously to his duties
as a repre, entative. rI'his long usefulness in the vicinity in
which he i1ived, can perhaps not be better described than
they are ~iven in the following obituary notice:

"Dr. Micllael Kauffman died at his residence in the borough of Man
heim, on S~nday morning, July 7th, 1839 aged 72 years, 4 months and
6 days. His earthly reluaills were interred on the following day at two
o'clock, p. ~., attended by an unusually large concourse of relatives
and friends. I Impressive addresses ,vere delivered on the occasion by
Revs. Mess~s. Jacob Hochstetter and Daniel Fritz, on verse 22d, 16th
chapter, Bo~k of Job: 'When a few years are come then I shall go the
way whenc¢ I shall not return.' It is seldom that one is called from
amongst us kvhose loss ,vill be more extensively felt and more deeply de
plored thani that of the individual whose name heads this obituary
notice. He has been a resident and an extensive practitioner of medi
cine upwarqs of forty years; he was liberal and ever ready to render
assistance:tl the distressed. Of him it luay be truly said, the poor have
lost a frie . After his death many, very many, called to get a last
sight of hi for whom they had at OJ;le time or another, during life, sent
in the hour pf suffering."

KAUFFMAN, MICHAEL, and family, emigrated from the
vicinity of G-reenstad, Hesse, on the upper Rhine, and came
to this COfDty between the years 1.710 and 1719, and settled
somewhe~e not now known. Michael died a few years after
their arrital. The widow next died, leaving a son John and
a daughtbr }~lizabeth. The guardian of these children

I

bought ofl William Penn's commissioner a considerable tract
of land, in the vicinity now known as Landisville, Lancaster
.county, P~" where the said John Kauffman settled. All that
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is known of Elizabeth is, that she was married to Christian
Stoneman, Decerrlber 12th, 1734. The said Jobn Kauffman
had three sons, Ohristian, Michael and John. John Kauff
man lived on the farIn now owned by'SarIluel Nissley, about
one mile frorn Landisville, where he died 1farch 24th, 1776,.
aged 48 years, 6 months and 12 days. His widow died
December 22d, 1806. They had nine children grown up and
married, viz: Maria, Anna, Christian, Barbara, John,
Michael, Elizabeth, David and Isaac, besides two, Anna and
Susanna, who died minors. rrhis family bas now all passed
away.

KEENAN, REV. BERNARD, was born in the county of
Tyrone, Ireland, and was early designed by his parents for
the clerical profession. He began the study of the classics
in the seminaries of his neighborhood, and as soon as he was
qualified, entered the college of Dungannon, where he re
mained as a student for four years. He was then engaged
as a teacher in that institution, and thus occupied for the
next seven years, having been the first Catholic who had
been knovvn to be employed as a teacher in the Protestant
college of Dungannon. Ilaving n1ade up his mind to leave
his native hOIne, he proposed going to France; but as the
Right "Reverend Bishop Con \vell was then on his way to
London to be consecrated Bishop of Philadelphia, h~ accom
panied him to Liverpool, where he rernained until the Bishop
returned, and thence saiJed with him to the United States.
They landed at ]{altimore on the 21st of November, 1820,
and from thence they proceeded to Philadelphia, where the
subject of this notice was ordained priest, having been the
first priest ever ordained in the Philadelphia conference.
Shortly after his ordination he went to ~rount St. Mary's
College, near Emrnettsburg, Maryland, where he remained
until the death of the Rev. J. J. Holland, of St. Mary's
church, Lancaster, in the· fall of 1823. During the period
he spent at Emmettsburg "he assisted in giving instruction to
young men pursuing their studies, for which his superior
linguistic attainments amply fitted him. Before It'aving
Ireland he had taught for a time in a gentleman's family.
He was appointed by the Bis?op of the diocese to fill the
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vacancy e isting in St. Mary's Ohurch, a position he has
held unint~rruptedlyup to the present tinle. While in Phil
adelphia, ~nd prior to his appointment to the Lancaster
charge, he I,was believed to be in the last stages of consurnp
tion, his physicians pronouncing the left lobe of his lungs
as entirely gone with that disease.

. rfhe duties pertaining to the pastorship of St. Mary's
church at I the period of his first appointment, were very
arduous, and the labors devolving upon him onerous; the
Catholic c~ergymen in America were at that time few in
number, a~d not one-halftbat were actually needed; it there
fore devol~ed upon hirn, in connection with his duties at
Lancaster, i to attend at alternate periods the missions of
Harrisburg, Lebanon, Oolebrook, Elizabethtown and Oolum
'bia. ~'his Idistrict now occupies the services of twelve pas
tors. Cat~olic clergymen are required to attend in cases of
sickness tol the calls of any nlenlber of their congregations;
the Oathol~c, as is well known, in his last illness in all cases
:t;equires th~ ministrations of his spiritual pastor in order to
have the l~st sacraments of the church administered to him;
and this br~nch of ministerial work devolved upon Father
Keenan ani irnmense amount of labor, that we of the present
generation lean scarcely realize. This was particularly the
case during the tirne that the public works were in progress,
and oft wa~ it necessary for him to cross the Susquehanna
i,n a frail c~noe, and sp~nd day after day an)ong the poor of
his flock, i~ supplying spiritual food for their souls. For
nearly half a century has this devoted servant of Christ
labored in pur midst in the discharge of his pastoral duties.
It would b~ difficult to cite a similar example, that of a pas~

tor officiati~g above forty~eight years for one congregation,
a circumst~nce that in itself speaks volumes in his favor.
The old stpne church in which he commenced his labors
still stand~, though built more than a century since, (in
1762.) In Ifront of it, however, has been erected one of the
:finest chur¢hes in the State, a lasting monument of the zeal
manifest,ed I by himself and his congregation. During the
absence of Bishop Shannahan at the Ecurnenical Oouncil at
Rome, in 1870, 'E~ather Keenan was designated in lieu of
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him, the ·administrator of the Diocese of rra~risburg. He is
a fine classical scholar, being rnaster of the Greek, Latin
and Hebrew languages, and has also a ready acquaintance
with the ]-'rench. One trait in the character of the subject
of thiS"notice which deserves special mention, and that which
has e?-deared him to all classes, both Oatholics and Protest
ants, and which displays itself in all his actions and language,
is his" charity," \vhich lies at the basis of all true religion.
Bigotry with him never found any countenance. In his dis
courses, the doctrines of his dissenting brethren were never
maligned or impugned. Each individual who at any time
has heard any of his sermons, must have felt at its close that
althqugh differing in modes of faith, yet that as ft~llow Chris
tians \Ale should practice the golden rnaxim, "to love one
another."

KEENE, GEORG141 W., was elected Clerk of the Orphans'
Oourt in 1869.

KET.JLER, SAMUEL, a nephew of Peter Holl, was elected
County Oommissioner in 1825. He was a citizen of War
wick town:ship, and for many years the owner of the well
known Litiz mill. He was an excellent and upright citizen.
His sons have emigrated to Virginia, and are now engaged in
the iron business.

KEMPER, DAVID, was elected County OOffilnissioller In
1862.

KENDIG, FRANCIS, was a mernber of the Legislature In

1822.

KENEAGY, SAMUEL, son of Henry Keneagy, was born
June 20th, 1820. Having received an education, finishing
the sarne in the Strasburg academy, he began the study of
medicine in the office of Dr. F. S. Rurrowes, in" 18:1:2. He
attended the Jefferson Medical Oollege in Philadelphia, and
graduated in the spring of 1844. FIe began the practice of
Inedicine in Strasburg with fair success. He ever took a
,varm interest in politics, and in 1858 he was nominated and
-elected to the Pennsy1vania Legislature, and reelected the
following year. During the rebellien he ,vas for a short
time surgeon in the 50th Pennsylvania regiInent, under Col.
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Franklin. n 1868 he accepted, for one year, a professorship
of anatomy, physiology and hygiene in the State Agricultu
ral College, ~n Centre county, Pennsylvania. After the expi
ration of his term, he removed to Lancaster city, and
resumed th~ practice of medicine.

KENEA~Y, ULRICH, was born in Berks county, ~enn..
sylvania, a~d emigrated therefrom in 1795, and settled near
Kinzer 8tat~on, in Lancaster county. His ancestors were of
the Omish rlersuasion, and came from Switzerland about the
middle of fhe 17th century. '1'he name was originally
spelled Gne~e, afterwards Knege, and now Keneagy. Ulrich,
in 1805 mored to near Paradise, then Strasburg to,vnship,
andfOlloweI farming. lIe bad three sons, viz: John, Henry
and David. The latter died about 1807. John had one son
aned a dang ter. Henry married Sarah, the eldest daughter
of' Christia, Shertz, in 1809, and had seven sons and two
daughters. 'i fIe died in 184o, aged 63 years.

; KENNEpY, MAXWELL, a Lancaster county Legislator,
was born ih Warren county, New Jersey, l\fay 1st, 1782.
He emigra~ed with his father and his family to Salisbury
township, TIancaster county. In the war of 1812 he volun
teered as a* to General Watson, and marched to York, Pa.,
and from thFre to Baltimore, arriving the da:y after the battle,
in time to ~ssist in burying the dead. His division was sent
from there ~o Elkton, Maryland, and he was appointed Major
of one of tbe divisions. On account of his powerful voice

I

and military knowledge, he was at one time drill officer of the
division. rhe following incident may be n1entioned while
he was in the army at Elkton: A runlor was put in circula
tion that th~ British bad landed on the opposite side of the
bay, and wbre marching up towards the tovVll. That night
General W~tson received orders to take twelve of his most
trusty men!i cross the bridge, and go down and reconnoitre
the enemy. Mr. Kennedy was one of the chosen twelve.
They cross, d the bridge, expecting every moment to come
in contact ~ith tbe enemy. After marching SOIne distance,.
the sentine~ fired off his gun. All was ordered ready, when
the sentine~ cried quarters. The General asked where the
enemy was,: and was told there was no enemy there, When
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asked why he had done so, he replied that he was so ordered
by his superiors. rrbe party returned back to tovvn, and the
matter was investigated. There were two reasons assigned for
this transaction: One was, that the commander wished to try
the bravery of General Watson; and the other was, that the
citiz~ns of Elkton, who they were defending, were not sup..
plying them with suitable provisions, and they \vanted an
excuse to leave. In the morning the pl.ace was deserted;
the inhabitants, fearing danger, had quit the place; and the
soldiers were only retained by fair promises of better accom·
modations, and which were fully realized until the time of
their departure, when affairs at New Orleans rendered their
stay no longer necessary, and they were discharged to their
homes and families.

Maxwell Kennedy was elected a member of the Legisla
ture in 1835 without any solicitation, and declined being a
candidate the next year on account of failing health. Having
led a very active life, close confinement did not agree with
him. He died from cancer of the stomach, after a lingering
illness, August 30th, 1845. lIe was a member of the Pres
byterian Ohurch, and an influential lnan in the community.

KERFOOT, Du. GEORGE B., 1 was born in the city of
Dublin, June 27th, 1808. He emigrated to America when
about 11 years of age, and when aged 15 he entered the
employ of Dr. Samuel Humes, of Lancaster, as a shop boy,
and the doctor perceiving in him a peculiar brightness,
induced him to study medicine. After having studied medi
cine he took up the study of Latin and Greek, and

1 December 20th, 1838, Henry Cobler IVlussulman, who 'was under
sentence of death for the murder of Lazarus Zellerbach, sold his body
for five dollars to Dr. Kerfoot, in order that it nlight be dissected after
he was hung. The assignment of sale is yet preserved, and is in the
handwriting of George Ford, esq., and is ,vitnessed by the ,vriter of it
and Oapt. John Wise.

In this connection the other executions in Lancaster county may be:
enu1fierated. Prior to 17;0 no record of any such is preserved. From
the year 1770 till 1780 several executions took place. During this decade
at least five persons were hung in Lancaster county for various offences;
other Grimes than mUlder being then punished with death. A man
named "Jockey Jones," ,vas hung for horse stealing; Catharine Fieher
for infanticide; Capt. Taylor for highway robbery; a colored man for

PA-Genealogy



BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

unaided he made considerable pr<rficiency therein. He also
studied the p-erman, and was able to read it with great ease
and fluencyJ He attended the medical lectures of Jefferson
College, in Philadelphia, and graduated 1\{arch, 1830. He

I

immediatelj began in Lancaster the practice of the profes-
sion, and sopn succeeded in acquiring a lucrative practice.
In a few ~ears he rose to great distinction, and ranked
amongst th~ ablest in the profession. He was one of the
main instrurhents in establishing the Lancaster County Medi..
cal Society. i He established an a~atomical hall, and was
in the habitlof giving lectures during the winter to numbers
of students.; At one time the number of his students reached
sixty. Dr.: John McCalla was numbered amongst his
students. The Rev. Mr. Bahnson and many other ,intellectual
men freque11ted his lectures durjng the winter season. He
was for sevf-ral years a leading member of the Lancaster
-school boar~, and also of the city councils. Dr. Kerfoot
died in 185~, leaving a large and lucrative practice, aged 43
years, 3 mo~ths and 16 days. Dr. Kerfoot was an ardent
,and active ~emocrat, and was a frequent contributor to the
Lancaster p~pers, especially to the Intell~·gencer. He was
possessed o~ a poetic genius, and wrote some poems of great
merit. lIe ~as frequently summoned as a witness to testify
in medi~al cases before the courts in" Baltimore, Harrisburg,
and elsewhere, especially where critical questions were to be
decided. H~, on several occasions, delivered public lectures
on the eyes ~nd brain, those parts of the human system to
which he ha~ given the Inost study. On the IIaggerty trial

i
rape, committ~d upon a ,vhite woman; and Samuel Brandt for killing
his own fatherland setting the d\\Telling house on fire. From 1780 until
1822 no personlwas hung in Lancaster county. On the 25th of October,
1822, John Lechler was executed for the murder of his wife, Mary
Lechler. Da.nf'Cl Sheaffer was hung April 13th, 1832, for the lnul'der of
a widow, nam d Bowers, living in ~farietta. Sheaffer 'vas convicted
upon his own onfession, alleging that the reproaches of his conscience
no long~r pen itted him to conceal his crime. He voluntarily sur
rendered hims If, and was cornmitted, tried and executed. IIenry Smith
(colored) 'was Itung lVlcty 11th, 1838, for the Inurder of Benjamin Peart,
of Columbia. ! This execution took place in the jail yard, and was the
first which was carried into execution after the passage of the law
abolishing public executions. John Haggerty \vas, in 1847, executed
for the murdeI of Melchoir Fordney and a wonlan named Catharine
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he was the principal wjtness. Dr. Kerfoot was a lead
ing member of the Masonic fraternity, being at the time of
his death District Deputy Grand :N[aster. He was proverbial
for his charity, and but for this trait in his character he
might have accurnu-lated a vast fortune from his nledical
practice.

KEYS, RICHARD, was a meluber of the Legislature in the
years 1795, 1796, 1797, 1798, 1799 and 1800.

KIEF:FER, CHRIsrrIAN, wa.s eleeted a member of the
Legislature in the year 1840, and reelected in 1841. He was
three times elected Mayor of the city of Lancaster in the
years 1852, 1853 and 1854.

KIMMEL, JAeoB, a luember of the Legislature in 1803,
1805, 1806, 1807, 1808 and 1809.

KING, ROBERT, one of the early settlers of Little Britain
township, emigrated from Ireland, and came to Lancaster
county about 1717. He took up a tract of 150 acres of land
and folloV'red agricultural pursuits. I-lis son, John, was a
clergym-an, and became pastor of the congregation, of which
the father of James Buchanan l ,vas a member. Robert King,
one of the descendants of the first settler of this name, was
born January 2d, 1789. IJ e marched in 1814 as lieutenan·t.
of a cornpany, under Dr. James 1'IcOulloch as captain; and
when the latter was promoted to be surgeon of the regiment,
Mr. King succeeded to the captaincy of the company_ For
many years he served as colonel of the Lancaster militia.

Tripple, as also one of her children. Alexander Anderson and Henry
Richards (both colore,d) vvere executed in April, 181)8, for the murders of
Mrs. Garber and 1\11's. Realn, of Manheim township.

Before the period of the abolition of public executions the execution
ers ",·ore masks, and the condemned crinlinals were taken from their
place of confineluent, placed upon their own coffin in a cart, and driven
through the streets, directly under the gallo\vs, often amid the hoots
and jeers of the excited populace. The public parade thus made of'
the prisoner, and the consequent spectacle of the execution, \vere sup
posed to be calculated to intin'lidate offenders fronl the perpetration of
like offences. It came, however, to be believed that the object aimed at
was not attained, and public sensibility at length revolting at the idea
of public executions, they were discontinued.

1 Rev. John King was the first to perceive the remarkable ability of
James Buchanan, when a boy, and it was he who first sugg'ested to his
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*KING, :VINCEN1', son of Vincent and Mary King, was
born in Li~tle Britain township, (in that part now included
in Fulton), tancaster county, in the year 1786. His mother's

I

maiden narpe was Brown; she was a daughter of Joshua
Brown, a di~tinguished minister among the Friends. Her an
cestors ha-Je been traced back long prior to the days of
William P~nn, many of them having come over from Eng
land soon ~fter Penn's settlements on the Delawar~.

His pate~'nal grandfather was James King, an early settler
in this nei hborhood. The father of the subject of this
sketch had six children, as follows: Joshua, James, Vincent,
J ererniah, ~1ary and Hannah. Vincent, the third son, in
early yout was known as a remarkably active boy, of a
kind dispos·tion, and possessed of a lively imagination. His
parents bei g strict Friends, he \vas sent to Westtown school,
an instituti n under the fostering care of that Society, to re..
ceive a th rough English education. He remained at this
school sev ral terms, and while there the following incident
took place, which may have had a tendency to lead him to
pursue the study of medicine and adopt the practice of it as
.an avocati n in after-life. One of the students was attacked
with what! as then terrned typhus fever, and to use a com
mon phras1' was" gfven up to die" by the attending physician.
Vincent K~ng-a brother student-became much interested
in the cas~, and asked permission of the superintendent to
nurse andlattend upon the pupil, who had now ceased to
receive muph aid from the physician in charge of the insti
tution. P~rmission was granted, and young King assumed
charge of ~he patient, watching hiln night and day, pre
scribing a~d earing for his school-mate. Finally, the sick
student rec9vered, and, we are informed, is yet living at an
advanced a~e. 11his success with his first patient led Vincent

parents the propriety of affording him an education. It has been told
us, by an agt'd citizen, that upon one occasion when James Buchanan
was dismisse from Dickinson College, for some student delinquency,
his parents ,pplied to R,ev. King to have him re-instated. This the
Rev. King a9complished, he being at the time one of the trustees of
the instituti9n, and for this act of kindness Mr. Buchanan ever bore his
early pastor :1t lasting good-wilL

*Contributed by Charles H. Stubbs, M. D.
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King to inquire further into the mysteries of the healing art,
and while he remained at this school he was called doctor, by
pupils and teachers.

Leaving Westtown, he at once chose the profession ofmedi
cine, and with this end in view, repaired in company with his
brother, Jeremiah, to Philadelphia-then, as it is now, the
seat of medical science in this country. Here he entered
the office of Dr. Houston, an eminent practitioner of that city,
and after preparing himself, entered and attended a regular
course of lectures in the medical department of the U ni
versity of Pennsylvania. He graduated in the class of 1807.
The same year in which he received his degree of Doctor of
Medicine, he was united in marriage to Phoobe Trimble,
daughter of William Trimble, of Uwchland township, Ches
ter county. Immediately after marriage he settled in Phila
delphia, and practiced his profess~on in that city for about
two years; he then removed to Goshen, Chester county,
and while there obtained an extensive practice. Being of

-B,n unsettled state of mind, he remained in this locati,on but
a short time, and thence migrated to Baltimore, Md., and
finally to Columbia, Pa. At .the last named place he met
with great affliction in the loss of his wife, who was removed
from earth after a short illness. Her decease took place in
the year 1816, in the 28th year of her age. Dr. King
remained a widower five years, and married Patience
Wright, in the year 1821. Frorn the time of the decease of
his first wife until his marriage with the second, he remained
and practiced medicine at Columbia. After tb.e second mar
riage he removed to Little Britain, near the place of his birth,
and resided with his mother and brother. Here he at once
entered into a large practice, which continued to increase
every year.

Being called to see a patient at Webb's forge, he was
Buddenly taken ill, and so violently held that he could not be
removed to his residence. After lingering a few days, sur
rounded by friends anxious that he should recover, he de
parted this life on the 2d of December, 1825, aged 39 years.
In his last illness he was fully sensible of his precarious con
dition, and in answer to some friend who was solicitous of
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his ~elfare, be replied, that he "must die as well as others,
and that thEfY must be vvilling to give him up." He was the
father of five children, viz: Mary Ann, Lydia T., Jane P.,
William T.~ and Jeremiah. All the sons died in infancy
the eldest d!,aughter dying in her thirteenth year; only two
survive, Ly:dia T., and Jane P., now ~frs. Edge.

Dr. King! was a man of talent and was well posted in his
profession, ]being on intirnate terms with some of the most
distinguish~dmedical men of his day. In person, he pos
sessed a :fin~ and con1manding appearance; and in his move
ments was ~uick and vivacious. Gifted with rare conversa
tional powers, he was well calculated to succeed and become

I

eminent in his profession. While he practiced in different
localities, sclveral students, in order to avail themselves of
the advantages to be derived from the counsels of so able and
worthy a ptactitioner, studied medicine under his directiol!l.
Among thelnumber were Dr. Glatz, of Marietta., and Dr. Jere
miah B. St4bbs, of Fulton. Dr. King was not only learned
in his profes~ion,but was familiar with the old English poetst

and, to som~ extent, cultivated an innate taste for the m·uses.
Even when :,engaged in a laborions practice, he would devote
occasional hours to reading and writing verse. ,On the
deaths of his aged mother and his little sons, he wrote sev
eral stanzas! filled with sorrowful reflections that pervaded
his mind at the time of these afflictions. These we have
failed to secjure.

In conclua.ing this sketch, we insert two of his poetical
productions! one an extempore piece, the other

"A MONODY ON THE DEATI-I OF HIS WIFE."
I

Alas! J\'Iaria is no more; dread death,
",Vith vengeful ire has hurled his missive dart,
An~ left me here to languish out my days,
To 1weep unseen in deepest solitude,
An~ mourn amidst the giddy scenes of men.
Myi:comfort and my love of life is tled-
In 1ne dread hour was severed from my soul;
De~p consternation, awful reveries flowed
Th~oughouteach day and melancholy night
Oh ~ had I met my lasting, final fate,
Ere Imanhood raised for me her spotted crown,
An4 fired me with ambition's wild career!
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Then had I slept in undisturbed repose,
Unconscious of the sweeping scythe of time.
Dear Maria's image dwells with Ine,
And may her virtues long vibrate my heart;
Her soothing voice amid afflictions sore,
Buoyed up my soul and checked the rising tear;
When death his double mission had performed
And paralyzed, as with electric flash,
Two blooming boys, just raised to interest dear,
To show their pressing wants and smile assent, .
And joyous chatter all the livelong day;
Bereft of these, in deep affliction bathed,
She sighed and with a pious soul resigned,
Proclaimed that God who gave had a right to take,
To call a-"tay in youth or hoary age.

EXTEl'IPORE.

Great Architect of worlds above, below,
Who formed the soul and taught its fires to glow;
",Vhose mighty fiat rules and reigns above,
Thou Being of all beings, God of love,
011 teach us to be "vise and prize Thee more
Than earthly \vealth and all its chequered store.
'Vithout Thee all creation is but dust,
Delivered o'er to death and warring lust,
Confusion dread ·would overwhelD( the ,vhole,
And darkness and despair appall the soul,
But with Thee we are rich without alloy,
All beauty, order and conSulnmate joy.
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KINZER, DR. E., elected to the State Senate in 1851.

KIRK~ JACOB, elected a member of the Legislature In

1823 and 1825.

KITTERA., JOHN W., son of Thomas Kittera, was born in

East Earl township, Lancaster county. He graduated at
Princeton College, New Jersey, in 1776, and afterwards
practiced law at Lancaster. He represented Lancaster county
in Congress from 1791 until 1801, a period of ten years. He
was then appointed United States District Attorney for the
eastern district of Pennsylvania, and removed to Philadel
phia. He was a man of fine personal appearance, and ex
ceedingly gentlemanly and polite in his intercourse with his,
fellow-citizens.

KONIGMACHER, JOSEPH, was a native of Lancaster
county, and a man of high standing and influence in the

25
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communit~ in which he lived. He was the proprietor of
the popular summer resort at Ephrata-the Mountain Springs
hotel. Iq 1837-38 he was a Ulomber of the Reform Con
vention, c~lled for the amendment of the State Oonstitution,
and althoigh at the tirne young and inexperienced in legis
lation, he 'discharged his duties with great credit to himself
and his constituents. He strongly opposed the law that com..
pelled thei people of any school district to accept the Free
School Syjstenl of education contrary to their wishes, and he
favored aisystem by which the Germans could have their
children taught German if they choose. In 1838 he was
nominateq and elected a Inember of the Legislature, and was
reelected ~n 1839. As a legislator, he took an active part in
all questif.!DS of general and local policy, and distinguished
himself b the production of one of the ablest documents
that ever manated from our legislative halls-The Report on
an Asylum for the insane Poor. Mr. Konigmacher was, in
1846, recdmmended by the Whig convention of Lancaster
county aSi:a candidate for Oanal Commissioner, and he served
during th t same year as one of tbe members of the Whig
State Oen ral Committee. In 1848 he was nominated and
elected to; the State Senate of Pennsylvania, the duties of
which o:ffi1e he discharged with entire satisfaction. He died at
Michael's hotel, in the city of Lancaster, April 4th, 1861.
In politics he was a strong and enthusiastic Whig, and
always ex~rted hin1self-whether in public or private life
to promot~ the success of the principles of his party. While
in office, it was his aim to endeavor to introduce the princi...
pIes in which he believed, into the administration of the State
:governmept. In his youth he had been a lllechanic, and in
feeling wars strongly identifie"d, and always deservedly popu...
lar with the laboring classes. In his disposition he was
kind, geni~l, and open-hearted, and was possessed of a singu.
lar sweet~ess in his deportment and great amiability of
manners. I

*KRA¥PH, FREDERIC JOII~, was born near the village of
Schleiesb~ch, in the valley of Auc, about three miles from
the city of Heidelberg, in the Grand Duchy of Baden, on the

*Contributed by S. S. Rathvon.
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11th of March, 1811. The paternal residence was an humble
-cottage, about half a mile from the banks of the Necker, and
his ancestors were plain, honest fishermen, and members of
the German Reformed church, highly esteemed by the com
munity in "\vhich they resided. At about six years of age
he was placed in an excellent school for children, in Heidel.
berg, his mother having removed to that place-having lost
his father before he was born-where he remained until
after the death of his mother, in 1819, when he was just eight
years old. He was then placed in the Orphans' Asylu·m of
Heidelberg, where he remained until he had attained his
fourteenth year, and where he patiently endured all the de
privations and hardships inciderltal to such institutions at
that period, in a monarchical government. The curriculum
.qf the Asylum included among other things, the preparation
of its inmates for "confirmation" in the German Reforlned
church, and after that event was consummated with our
subject, he was'bound apprentice to Herr Schulemyer, until
he was twenty years of age, and taught the art and mystery
of the tailoring trade. He was always active, obedient, and
intelligent; and in every position he occupied throughout
his life, he al \vays shared largely of the popular esteem. Of
course, situated as he was, his educational means were very
limited, but he was always fond of reading, and availed him
self of every opportunity to gratify his love of books. He

. was religiously predisposed, and in his reading did not forget
to include the Bible, and at a ver.y early age possessed him
self of a copy. Before he was t\venty-one, he had read nearly
all of Cooper's novels that had then been translated into
German, and the reading of· these works gave birth to the
desire to ultimately emigrate to, and ~ake his home in
America. Having neither father nor In.other, sister nor
brother, nor any more relnote relative that manifested any
special interest in him, there were, therefore, no special ties
of consanguinity to bind him to his fatherland.

He spent about eighteen months in traveling through his
own country and adjoining German States, after the end of
his apprenticeship, working at his trade at intervals to obtain
the necessary means; but as the traveling of journeymen
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mechanic~, at that period, was always performed on root, his
wants wete easily supplied. Indeed, there were facilities
afforded; pedestrians, in many of the German States at
that peri d, that America has perhaps never- known. At
,the conv nts, monasteries, and the houses of the rich and
the noble 'along the public roads, a special mug of beer or
wine, with a slice of brown bread, was reserved for the way...
passer,atJd which he could claim, and was accorded to him as
a privileg~. Returning to Heidelberg in the eaTly spring,
after sOffiipreparation he proceeded in company with others
to the cit of Manheim, where he bid a final adieu to his
native Ian! in the blooming month of June, and sailed for
America, landing at the city of Baltimore in August, 1832.
When he landed at Baltimore he had but a single Heller l in
his purse;l all had been exhausted during the long passage.
After wor~ing about a week in Baltimore, and finding busi
ness dull, full of hope and trust in the leadings of Providence
-a trust ~hat never forsook him during his entire life-he
struck ou~ for the interior of our vast country on foot, and
in due tirPe reached the borough. of York, Pennsylvania,
where he lobtained employment. Learning, however, that
his employer wa~ bad pay, he left his service and demanded
the wages !that were due him. This being withheld or re
fused, he tas advised to sue him, which he accordingly did,
and brou~ht him before a justice" forthwith" on a capias,
and obtai*ed his money. Being at this time without a.
Bible, wit~ these wages he immediately purchased a copy,
and was again alone in the world with only a few shillings
in his pur~e, and out of employment. Retiring to a wood
near the town,' he there 'knelt down under the shade of a
friendly tree, and poured forth his fervent thanks to the
Almighty, for the blessings he enjoyed in a land of liberty,
for in his <!>wn country justice could not have been thus ob
tained so ~peedily.

Returni~g to the town again, he met Mr. John Bell, of
Marietta, i~ search of a journeyman tailor, and immediately
went into pis service, and accompaanied him to that place,
where he temained until January, 1833. We record these

1 Five Hel ers are equivalent to one United States cent.
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peculiar events here, because our subject made it a rule of
life always to do his whole duty so far as he had an opportu
nity and ability to do it, and then to ". wait patiently on the
Lord," feelillg assured that "He would bring it to pass," so
far as was best for his temporal and spiritual welfare. At
Marietta he contracted friendships that continued through
out his entire life, and there he also made progress in acquir
ing a knowledge of the English language, and in acquaint
ing himself with English literature, and learning the modes
and manners of his adopted country. He left Marietta on
foot, in mid-winter, and visited Lancaster, Reading, Lebanon,
and Hummelstown, in search of employment, but was not
successful until be reached the last narred place, and his pecu
niary meaus, through a liberality which was a leading charac
teristic in him, were again nearly exhausted. Here he made
himself so us.eful and was so highly esteemed by his employer,
that he offered extra inducements for him to remain and
take a partnership in his business, but as those inducements
contemplated a contingency not within the category of his
immediate future intention, he therefore left this town,
at the opening of early spring, and wended his way to Har
risburg, the capital of the State. Here he made application
for employment at every tailoring establishment in' the place
without success. Much exhausted, but still hopeful, he
entered a German" Gast-House," near the terminus of the
only bridge that then spanned the Susquehanna at that place,
and called for a "shepley bier," and the ever accompanying
l( pretzel," to recuperate his tired energies. Finding the host
a native of his own "fatherland," he soon entered into a
cheerful and interesting conversation with him, which was
only interrupted by the entra!lce of another visitor.

This visitor was a Mr. Backstresser, from New Cumber
land, a village in the southeastern angle of Cumberland
county, where the Yellow-breeches creek empties into the
.Susq uehanna river, and he was in search of a tailor to take
charge of business in a room next to his store in that place.
rrhe host immediately referred him to Mr. Kramph, who
still sat at the table sipping his beer, as a person he thought
would suit him, and an engagement was soon made with him
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to go and Iset up business for himself in New Cumberland.
After a visit to a hardware store to procure a tailor's iron,
an extra pair of shears, and other neces~;ary implements, he
at once accompanied :\fr. B. to the village, and ~egan a new
and active career of life in America. At this place he
remained until the spring of 1840, a period of seven years,
during which time he made many warm friends, and accu
mulated some property. Here he obtained his naturalization·
papers, id€mtified himself with the interests and policies of
our institlitions, and entered into the progressive spirit of
our country; and, perhaps, few men have become so·
thoroughly Americanized in so short a time as he was, and
no man cduld possibly have manifested more gratitude than
he did for the blessings he enjoyed in a land of liberty.
Always o~ temperate, studious, and industrious habits, he
had no idle hours, for those fragments of time not neces
sarily devoted to business, wer.e employed in th'e cultivation
of his min'p.; and as aids to this end, he commenced to accu
mulate English and German books, gave some attention to·
the natural sciences, and kept up a regular correspondence
with a few, intellectual friends in his native land. Perhaps
the greatest turning point in his life took place during the
latter yeats of his residence in New Cumberland. His
religious s~ntiments had, however, undergone a change, and
he became~ deeply imbued with the doctrines of Restoration
ism. His ultimate aim, also, was a settlement somewhere
in the great West, and from causes, real or imaginary, he
had made a semi-resolve never to enter into marriage.

During the winter of 1835 or 1836 an exciting religious
revival took place at New Cumberland, and many of his.
friends and neighbors became seriously but too temporarily
affected. One evening, after the dismissal of the congrega
tion, perhaps half a dozen of tho better class of young men
of the town assembled at his shop, and the conversation was
on the subject of religion. One said, for his part, he was a
Presbyterian, another was a Lutheran, another a Baptist, a
German Reformed, and so on until all had expressed their
religious pJteferences, except Mr. Kramph, "Well, Frederic,"
said one," What is your faith?" Being religiously uusettled

PA-Genealogy



OF LANCASTER COUNTY. 351

in mind, he casually replied, "I am a Swedenborgian."
Now, he had never read a line of S,vedenborg In his life, and
never had heard his name until he had beard it mentioned
bY,a passenger on board the ship dUTing his voyage from
Europe, and then only as a great seer in connection ,vith the
" Seeress of Prevorst" and others. " Oh 1" said one of the
young men, "'Ve have a book at O"Q.r house written by
Sw<tdenborg, which we found on taking possession of the
premises stieking under one of the rafters on the garret."
According to promise, the book was brought the next day
to Mr. Kramph. It was" Heaven and IIell," translated from
the Latin by Rev. Thomas Hartly, of England, with a long
preface. Busy as he was, he immediately read the preface
and fell to deeply thinking; then laid it aside for a few
weeks, and read it again and again. He then read the book
itself and reflected, and then read it again. At this second
reading, he drank it in as the ultimatum of theological truth
·as fast as he was capable of receiving it. He soon thereafter
made the acquaintance of the venerable Joseph Ehrenfried,
then State printer at Harrisburg, and through him, of
Henry Keffer, and Louis O. Iungerich, of Lan0aster city,
and 'he borrowed or purchased the works of Swedenborg,
and the collateral literature of the church as rapidly as time,
means, and opportunity afforded; and so far as he under
stood them, he received their doctrines as the truth, vvithout
a doubt, and also tried to the best of his ability to l£ve them.

In 1836 a small society of Swedenborgians was formed,
and rnet for worship in Lancaster city, and Mr. Kramph
became a member of it, and this induced him to visit that
place more frequently and to form a more intimate acquaint
ance with its menlbers and the church in general, than would
otherwise have existed, which lead to the turning point
before alluded to, and which took place about three years
afterwards, for he had sold his property and had even made
a purchase of some western to\vn lots with a view of settling
there. vVhilst on a visit to Lancaster in 1839, his friendg
there suggested a settlement in that city instead of the west,
when he accordingly changed his mind and remot;ed thither in
the month of March, 1840, and commenced the business of a
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merchant Itailor and clothier. He was the first man that
gave irnpulse to merchant tailoring in Lancaster city. Pre..
vious to his location there, but one small establishment of
the kind, with a very limited stock, existed there, and th~re

"las nluch prejudice against it by those whose interests it
seemed tolconflict with. At this time there are at least a
dozen suc~ establishrnents in the place, and the stock in them
from a fe~ hundreds of dollars has increased to many tltou.
,sands. Hi,s active, energetic mind, found a "\vider field here
fOf. the display of its powers, and he soon commanded a large
and a reasonably lucrative business. His affability, his
social qualities, and his general integrity ,vas such, that he
made many friends, even among those who might other\vise
have been i, his enemies. To him also, perha ps, belongs the
credit of stimulating those building improvements which so

.. conspicuodsly distinguishes the last twenty years of the
material history of Lancaster. If the nlen of ample means
in that cjtj had done as much for it in proportion to their
abilities, as Mr. Kramph did in propo;rtion to his, perhaps at
this day it \vould not have been so far outstripped in business
and population as it has been by its sister city of Reading.

It is true, that other men may have since erected more
splendid p~ivate residences, made more showy and cOllveni
ent store improvements, and built a greater number of
houses, bu~ they have been but following his excellent and
enterprisin$ example, and have been identifying themselves
l'rith that &pirit of improvement which was developed so,
largely thrbugh his innovations upon t'he old fossilized order
of things, lNhich existed prior to 1840. Nothing gave him
more pleas'p.re than to see men engaged in building up and
beautifying his adopted city, except perhaps when he him
self could -~e of any assistance to them in doing so; and
hence he aided many an honest, industriuus poor man, in
providing ~imself a home, which, ,,,ithout his aid, he might
never have accCimplished. Mr. Kran1ph was liberal in his
donations 3jnd support of all worthy enterprises; liberal in
the suppor~ of religious institutions, and especially those of
his o\vn fai~h; liberal in his sentiments to\vards those who
differed fror him in politics and religion; liberal in his con·
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tributions to all public and private charities; and liberal in
his remembrances of his family and his friends; and yet he
was singularly free from ostentation, and never seemed to
claim any special merit for any good he may have done. In
his estimate of men, he was influenced more by their actions
than by their profe8s~'on8; and if they were honest and pure,
they were infinitely rnore in fraternal harmon~y with him than
if they were intellectual and corrupt, no matter what their
-social and pecuniary condition may have been. He could
not have been called a w",'t, and never indulged in ambigui..

. ties and double meanings, and yet he always appreciated
pure witticisms in others, and was quick in perceiving their
point. He was exceedingly kind, affectionate and forbearing
in all his social and dOlnestic relations, and seemed to enjoy
no place on earth more than the precincts of his falnily
-circle. Although he was interested and actively engaged
in the progress of the world, yet he could not, in any sense,
have been called" a man of the world."

Mr. Kranlph was married th~ee times. His first marriage
was in 1841, with :Nliss Ann, a daughter of Rev. James
Robinson, a Swedenborgian minister, formerly of Derby..
shire, England. The issue of this marriage was two sons
and two daughters, a son and daughter of whom still sur..
vive, the other t\yO having died in infancy. I-lis first wife
died in July, 1847, much larnented by her family and
friends. He entered into marriage a second time with Miss
Mary, a sister of his first wife, in October, 1848. The issue
of this marriage "vas one daughter, which died in infancy.
His second wife died in Novenlber, 1849. After these sad
ruptures in his domestic relations, he broke up housekeep
ing, and placed his two surviving children ·at a boarding
school, in the State of Rhode Island, and spent some months
in traveling through the eastern, ,,"estern and northern
States, leaving his business, under his directi<;>l1, in the hands
of his foreman. In the auturnn of 1853 he entered a third
time into marriage with Miss Sarah M., a daughter of the
late David Pancoast, formerly of Oincinnati, Ohio. By this
marriage he had no issue. Nothing could possibly have
been a truer reflex of the elevated character of the man,
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than his union with the pure, highatoned and intellectual
women he had chosen as his married partners. Perhaps few
men have qeen more happy and better contented, during the
continuancd of their n1arriage relations, than our subject,
and more ~ijncerely regretted their abrupt termination than
he did whi~st at the saIne time he endeavored to yield a
willing resignation to the things "which seemed ordained."

Mr. Krarhph was of a bilious, sanguine temperamentr

and perhap~ inherited from his mother, a rather delicate·
physical coJstitution; and had it not been for the predomi
nating enerties of his ,viII, his bad,Y might have succumbed.
long befor~ it did. After an active and useful life in
America, of twenty~six years, eighteen of which were passed
in Lancaster city, he was "gathered to his fathers" on the
18th of .A.ptil, 1858, aged 47 years, 1 month and 7 days.

Althougij Mr. Kramph never sought political, civil, social
or literary distinction, yet he was identified with many of
the progres4ive movements of his day. lIe was an active
member ot the select council of Lancaster city, and for
many years a member of the"board of school directors, and-../
was serving in that capacity when he died. He was also
one of the. members of the "Old Lyceum," and nearly
eighteen ye4rs a member of the "Mechanics' Library Asso-
ciation," ani one of the few "rho assisted in reviving and
sustaining t~at time·honored institution. He was one of
the originatprs and most active sustainers of the U Lancaster
New Jerusalem Society," and a life member of the "Swe..
denborg Printing and Publishing Society," of New York.
His sustainihg influence was not only exercised towards the
persons and!institutions of his adopted country, but he also
sent libera11nnuities to some needy aged friends in his native
land, ONe ofl whom was his foster· mother, and for whom he
always entertained a filial affection. In politics h~ was
rather a con~ervative, and for twenty years had been a mem...
ber of the 'Whig party, but was not a distinctive party man,.
"right or w:ttong," but was willing to make some concessions
-other thin1gs being equal-to friendship and to local pride~

Perhaps fcvv men, in his sphere of life, have left such a
favorable a~d lasting in1pression upon the minds of those
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who knew them, than he has; and many remember with
gratitude the countenance, the encouragement, and the
material support he afforded them in the beginning of a
subsequent successful career in life. Few men in his cir·
cumstances have shared more largely the confidence of the
community in which he lived, or have had more deference
paid to their judgments on matters in general than he. He
died as he had lived, with a full faith in the verities of his
church, believing that in the" otber life" he would be judged
out of the book which he had written by his acts, intents
and purposes in "this life," and that as death left him, so
would judgrrlent find him.

KREADY, J. C., was elected County Commissioner in ~he

year 1868.
KREIDER, JACOB, the first settler of t~e numerous family

of this name, took up eight hundred acres of land on the
north side of the Conestoga, about two miles south of the
city of Lancaster. He settled in Lancaster county in 1716
or 1717. His descendants are veTy numerous.

KREITER, BENJ.AJ\lIN, was appointed Clerk of the Or..
phans' Court in 1829._

KRUG, JACOB, was a member of the Legislature in the
year 1781.

KUOHER, CHRISTOPHER, a member of the Legislature
in the years 1779, 1780, 1781 and 1782.

KUHN, ADAM SLMON, DR., son of John Christopher
Kuhn, was a native of a small town of Swabia, near HeilbroJl,"
on the Neckar. He came with his father to Philadelphia in
1733. He was a man of bright natural parts, improved by
the benefits of a liberal education, and he was considered as
a very skillful, attentive and successful practitioner of medi·
cine. He was a magistrate of the borough of Lancaster for
many years, and~ an elder of Trinity Lutheran church. He
was exceedingly zealous and enthusiastic in his efforts to
promote"classical education among the youth of the borough..
For this purpose he procured the erection of a school house,
in which the Greek and Latin languages were taught by
skilled preceptors. There was no one amongst his cotempo-
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raries who had at heart more the spreading of religion, and
there was no place of worship throughout the whole county to
which he di~ not liberally subscribe. The utmost pains were
bestowed by him on the education of his numerous offspring,
in order to ep.able thetn to become useful melubers of society.
r.J..1here is a t~blet in the Lutheran church, perpetuating his
memory. 1:>r. John Kuhn, Dr. Frederick Kuhn, and Dr.
Adam Kun.n were sons of the above. Dr. John Kuhn
graduated a~ the Academy of Pennsylvania, and afterwards
at the Univ~rsity of Edinburg. He was a surgeon in the
Revolutiondry army. He first located at Reading, and mar
ried a 1fiss Jones of that place, and afterwards returned to
Lancaster, where he practiced till his death. He was one of
the leading iPhysicians of Lancaster. Dr. Frederick Kuhn
was also on~ of the leading physicians of Lancaster. He
served for sbme time as associate judge of the courts. He.
died Aprill~t,1816, in the 68th year of his age. Dr. Adam
Kuhn was nrofessor of botany and materia medica in the
University of Pennsylvania.

*KURTZj JAOOB, was elected County Commissioner in
the year 18~9, on the first Anti·~lasonic ticket which was
successfu1. I He ,vas the onl~y son of John and 11agdalena
Kurtz, of Chester county. He ,vas a ~en1ber of the Omish
church. Inperiting a lame foot, his father gave hinl a fair
English education, in order to enable him to make his ,vay the
better in life~ He follovved schQol teaching till his marriage,
.and then his father gave him a farn1. He carried on farming,
.and at the Same t'ime he engaged himself considerably in
conveyancing. Writing a beautiful band, he soon gained
the reputatibn of being a first-class scrivener, as also a
farmer. H~ ,yas a great friend of the free school system
and of terl1;perance. He felt disinclined to sell his corn
to distillers, jand he advised his neighbors to feed their corn
to their stoc~. vVhen he took his seat as a, mernber of the
board of cotnmissioners, he found many things that he con
demned. Bje ,vas in for economy in everything where
money could be saved with prudence. He was greatly
denounced by those who had been in the habit of getting

*Contributed by Levi S. Reist.
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bargains in contracts from the old board. His efforts did
much to inaugurate a new and better system. He secured
the confidence of his fellow-citizens for his vigorous and sue·
cessful efforts in establishing economy in the board of com..
missioners. Industry and econorny was his life's motto.

KURTZ, JACOB H., was elected Prothonotary in the year
1845.

*KYLE, JOHN, was among the earliest settlers of the
western part of old Sadsbury (now Eden) township; and
before Lancaster· county was organized he had purchased
nearly all the land in the western part of the township,
extending from the Strasburg township line to Quarryville.

.He is said to have emigrated from Ireland, and to have
belonged to the original Scotch-Irish, and was a man ot
considerable influence among the early pioneers. He was a
melnber of the second grand jury for Lancaster county, in
November, 1730. He was elected to the Legislature from
Lancaster county for the year 1731, and reelected for the
year 17~3. He was commissioned a justice of the peace at
Chestnut Level, by Governor Thomas, in the year 1738.
He was re-appointed to the sanle office a number of times,
whic,h office he held with credit to himself and general
satisfaction to the public, for the space of about tvventy yearso-

L.

LANDIS, DAVID, a soldier of the Revolution, who enlisted
when but 17 years of age, and served faithfully till

the termination of the struggle, a period of five years and
seven months. He was engaged in agricultural pursuits,
and in 1824 was elected from Ephrata township a member
of the Pennsylvania Lpgislature. He died April 7th, 1852,
aged ninety years.

tLANDIS ~FAl\iILY. .AIl the citizens of a community
naturally feel, to a. greater or less extent, an interest in the
people generally who, generation after generation were in

*Contributed by Isaac 'Valker.
tContributed by Andrew M. Frantz, esq.

PA-Genealogy



358 I BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

strumental in developing their religious, moral and material
condition. And in proportion that this instrumentality ex
erted itself ~nd manifests itself in great and good results, this
feeling of i~terest grows strong and anxious. A large body
of people can, however, not be contemplated with the same
satisfaction las on·e may contemptate an individual or a par
ticular fam~ly of individuals. Entirely free from any just
imputation I for invidious distinction between families or
individuals,! the selection of a particular family under the
circumstandes of this occasion and for the purposes of this
publication, will not be regarded as any breach of propriety.
That Lanca~ter county is foremost in the march of modern
improvemeht and achievement in field culture, in farm
buildings, ~nd fences, and in the use of the improved machin
ery for agr· cultural purposes and the general comfort, pros
perity and happiness of the rural population, is neither
,doubted nor disputed by any body. The past and present
generations! have made this county what it is, by their
wisdom and virtue, their industry and econonlY. The pres..
ent generatton owe a debt of gratitude to generations now
passing aw~y, and those who have passed away before them.
More is ow ng to certain individuals than othersJ and more
to certain ,milies than to others. It is not necessary to
inquire int? the causes for this difference, the fact that it
exists is sufficient.

There are many falnilies who have, throu,gh many gene
rations, beep noted for their religious and moral excellence,
their sterliIig character for industry, and economy. There
is, however~ one family in this county, that is after all, per
haps, entitl~d to some sort of superiority or preference, not
because orlanything particularly prominent in individual
character qf one or more of its members, but rather on
account of ~ts numerical strength and steady devotion to the
interests of l Lancaster county-plain farn1ing. There is no
family so ,closely and so essentially connected with the
growth an~developmentof Lancaster county, as the Landis
farnily. It is more numerous, and continued to be through
all generati; ns, tim.e and changes devoted to farming, which
department! of industry made this county what it is, as is
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well known. The pedigree, or genealogy of this nUIPerous
and powerful family, will be herein accurately given to the
fifth gelleration or degree, from the first emigrant, the rQot
of the stock. The biography of the family will be given in
a general way, rather than individual. The family are not
so much distinguished for producing great public men as for
the uniform private worth of all its members:; not intending
to convey the idea that they would have been less able or
competent to fill public positions than others, but that a
certain feature of character impelled them~always to attend to
their own business first. They are not and,-.never have been
ambitious for public honors or preferment, except such as
naturally spring from good private citizenship. As a family
they have maintained, in a very great degree, the genuine
Lancaster county character, having been industrious and
economical without almost an exception. Modesty, cool·
ness and deliberation are some of the leading character
istics of the stock, and these proved a shield of defence
against the allurements and enticements of excitements and
speculations, which obtained here and there, and which
tempted some others more unstable to follow the delusive
phantoms, leading them away from the land of their fathers
to se.ek fortunes elsewhere. The Landis family are nearly
all here at this time, and most of them own one or more
farms. The propositus or common progenitor of the Landis
family, whose descendants are here traced and ar"ranged in
order, by branches of families, emigrated to this country in
1718, a native of Switzerland. Noone knows·, and none
can tell anything beyond this. Like most of the early
settlers in the ,vilds of America, this pioneer was of the com-

.. mon class of people, comparatively poor in worldly posses
sions, and upon arriving here had quite enough to do
to provide for himself and his family the necessaries for
subsistence; in other words, to keep the wolf from the door.
The new and unknowE. home, with its many privations and
wants at first, after awhile the gradual development of
goodly prospects 'in the land of adoption, all combined to
preclude all thought, as it seems, of rnaking any note or
record of things left behind or transpiring in the present.
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These pion er settlers, in the wilds of America, instinctively
became the champions of the great and peculiarly American
principle of progress. Onward 1 upward! has been the
motto all along the line of generations that have lived,
flourished dnd passed away. The present generations have
literally be~r~ helped out of the woods by the past. We
have been ~ut in a position that enable us from its eminence
to look ba~, still nothing is to be seen or known beyond
the period ~f ancestral EJrnigration. The dark curtain which
time draws over all earthly things, is let down so low and
has becom~ so thick that, in the absence of recorded history,
we cannot penetrate it; the beginning of our forefather~ in
this countr~, is our absolute beginning.

REV. BENJAMIN LANDIS, a Mennonite preacher, accom
panjed by 'ihis only son and child, whose name was also
Benjamin, 4ged eighteen years, came to America from Swit
zerland in Ithe year 1718, and bought from the Oonestoga
Indians a tract of about t,vo hundred and fort).,. acres of
land, situat~d in what is now East Lampeter township, about
four miles! from Lancaster city, at the intersection of the
Horse-shoe ~nd old Philadelphia roads. The most part of the
original trapt is ROW owned and occupied by Henry N. Lan..
dis, in the fifth degree from the propositus.

BENJ.AMI;N LA.~TDIS~ the younger emigrant, had four sons,
whose names were in the order of their births and respective
ages, as follows: Benjamin Landis, Abraham Landis, Jacob
Landis, and Henry Landis. The plan adopted to illustrate
the pedigrer of the" family, is to take these four sons, being
the first botn upon the soil, in the order of their respective
ages, and enumerate the descendants of each one of them in
regular order to the fifth degree. Counting the senior or
older emigItant, the first degree or beg.inning, will place the
four first born upon the soil in the thira degree. 'l'his plan
will bring iUS to, and stop with, the .generation now repre
sented by men allover sixty years of age, but about one
half of them still living, and all of them second cousins in
relation8hi~. They being in cousinship one degree nearer
than they would be if the progenitor would bave,had two
or more sons with descendants in the male line. With a
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view to a better understanding of the matter, one of each
branch of the family in the degree, marking the stopping
place, is here given, beginning with the oldest branch, as
follows: John Landis, of Manor township, called Manor
John; Benjamin Landis, of East Lampeter township, called
big Benjamin; Benjamin Landis, of Manheim township,
called rich Benjamin; David Landis, of East Lampeter
township, called miller David; Abraham Landis, of Lan
caster township, occupying 'and owning the city mill farm;
Abrahaln Landis, of East Lanlpeter township, called old
road Abraham; Jacob Landis, of the same township, called
gentleman Jacob; Henry Landis, residing near New Hol
land; Benjamin Landis, of East Lampeter township, called
little Benjamin; Daniel Landis, now living in Manheim
township, near the village of Eden; David Landis, calJed
fuller David; and Henry N. Landis, residing upon the
original Landis homestead in East Lampeter township.

Benjamin Landis, the first born upon the soil, and oldest
son of the you~ger emigrant, moved to and settled in
Manheim township, in the year 1'753, on a farm about
three miles from Lancaster city, near the Reading road, and
near where the Landis valley Mennonite meeting-house now
stands. He had three sons-Benjamin, Henry, and John.
Benjamin, the oldest of these three sons, had also three sons
-John, Benjamin, and Jacob; and these are the fifth gener
ation. This John Landis resided in Manor township, and
was called Manor John, and was elected commissioner for
Lancaster county in 1838. Benjamin, the second of these,
lived on the old Manheim homestead, and died in 1822.
Jacob, the youngest, moved to the State of Ohio a few years
ago, where he is still supposed to live.

Henry, the second of the three, had five sons, viz: Benja
min, Henry, John, Isaac and Jacob. Benjamin, the oldest,
called rich Benjamin, lived in Manheim township, near
Oregon, and died there some years ago, leaving a numerous
and prosperous family. Henry, the second son, called drover
Henry, now resides in the same township. John, the third
son, called miller John, resided in Hempfield township,
where he died. Isaac, the fourtb. son, resided in Manheim
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township, a~d was noted for feeding fine cattle. Jacob, the
youngest, now resides in the same township, near the Landis
valley mee'ng-ho~se. John, the .thi:d son of the three, had
also three sons, VIZ: John, BenjamIn and Henry. Johnt

the oldest ~f these three, resided in the vicinity of Landis..
ville, and w~s known as swamp John. Benjamin, called big
Benjamin, ~esided in East Lampeter township, on the horse~

shoe road. : Henry, the third and youngest, resided in the
same towns!hip, on the long lane, and was known as swamp
Henry. T~ese are the descendants of Benjamin, the oldest
son of the junior emigrant to the fifth generation.

Next in qrder CaDle the descendants of Abraham Landis,
the second 'Oll of Benjalnin, the younger emigrant. This
Abraham h~d two sons, viz: 13enjamin and John. Benja
min, the ol~er of these two, lived in East Lampeter town
ship, and h4d four sons, viz: John, Abrahanl, Benjamin and
David. Jo~n, the oldest of these four, called fariner John,
lived in thel sanle township, and was elected COlIlfilissioner

for Lancasf!r county, in the year 1846; he was the first
president f the Lancaster County Bank, after it was
chartered a a regular banking institution-elected to that
position 1!1 ~he year 1841, and continued to fill the sarne with
honor to Hirnself and advantage to the institution, until
February, 1867, a period of twenty-six years. He was
buried on the 7th day of February, 186'7, in the graveyard
belonging to Mellinger's meeting.house, about four miles
east of Lanqaster city, on the old Philadelphia turnpike road.
Abraham, tlhe second of these four, lived and died in East
Lampeter township. Benjanlin, the t~ird of these four,
lived and died in the same to'tvnship. David, the youngest
of the four,! now resides in the same township, and is known
as miller D~vid, and is at present a member of the board of
directors for the poor of Lancaster county.

John Lan~is, (called Mlisser John), the second son of A bra
ham, had t~ree sons, viz: John, Abrahanl and Emaluuel, all
of wholn re~ided in East Lampeter township, except Abraham.

John, th~ oldest of these, died about :fifteen years ago.
Abraham o~ns and occupies the farm near the city water
works, known as the city mill farm in Lancaster township.
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And Emanuel resides near the Pennsylvania railroad bridge
on the Lampeter side of the Oonestog!1.

Next in order come the descendants of Jacob Landis, the
third son of the younger emigrant. This Jacob had two
sons-"John and Abraham. John, the older of these two,
called brick John, had eight sons-Jacob, John, Abraham,
Benjamin, Ohristian, Martin, David, and Daniel. Jacob, the
oldest, died in East I.Jampeter township near where Landis's
warehouse on the Pennsylvania railroad stands, probably
thirty years ago; John lived and died in West Lampeter
township, on the Millport and Strasburg turnpike road;
Abrahaln, called old road Abraham, resides on the old road
in East Lampeter, about four miles from Lancaster; Benja
min resides in Upper Leacock township, near Bareville;
Christian lived in East Lampeter, and died there in 1871;
Martin resides in Upper Leacock, near Bareville; David also
resides in the same tovvnship, a little south of Bareville;
and Daniel resides in Llen1pfield to,vnship, near the village
of Petersburg. A braham, the younger of the tvvo sons of
Jacob, had five sons-Jacob, Abraham, Benjamin, John, and
Adam. Jacob, the oldest of these five, called gentleman
Jacob, resides in East Lampeter township, near the old road,
about four ·miles from Lancaster, and was at one time
director of the poor for the county. Abraham, the second
of these, resides on the old yard occupied by the original
emigrant, on the farm adjoining Jacob's, and Benjamin also
on the farm adjoining; John, the fourth of these, resides in
East Helnpfield township, near the village of Petersburg, and
is a :fitfennonite minister of the Gospel; Adam, the youngest,
is unmarried, and lives with his brothers in East Lampeter.

We now come next to the descendants of Henry, the fourth
and youngest son of the younger emigrant; he had five sons,
viz: Benjamin, John, Henry, Peter, and Abraham. Benja
min, the oldest of these five, had four sons, vi.z: Daniel,
Henry, Benjamin, and John; all of these were born and re
sided part of their time about New Holland; the two older
ones died there some years ago; the third one, Benjamin,
moved to Adams county, Pennsylvania, many years ago,
where he is still living ; the youngest one, John, also moved
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to Adams county., where he now resides, about five miles
~ast of Gettysburg. John, the second one of these five, had
~wo sons, tiz: Benjamin and John. Benjamin, the older,
~alled littlib Benjamin, resided in East Lampeter, near Mil
ler's store, !where he died a few years ago; John, the second
:and young~r of the t,vo, died at the age of eighteen, at least
nfty years ago. Henry, the third one of the five, had fOUf

:-sons, viz: Daniel, Jacob, Henry, and Isaac. Daniel, the
'eldest of these four, resides in Manheim township, on the
New Holland turnpike road, about three miles from Lancas
~ter city; lj!enry, the second one, died some years ag0 un
'married, i~ East Lampeter township, where he lived; Isaac
lJlOW lives lin the same t.ownship, near Landis's store; and
.Jacob diet unmarried in the same neighborhood a few
years ago. ~ Peter, the fourth one of these, had only one
~:son, whose Iname was David, and was known ~s fuller David,
Tesiding ii Upper Leacock township, near the village of
"Monterey. Abraham, the last of the :five and youngest son
.-of Henry, he youngest son of the junior emigrant, lived and
,died upon ~hat is part of the original Landis homestead, in
East Lam~eter township. He died in 1861, at the age of
1eighty.one~years,and "vas the last connecting link between
;tbe two ge erations. He was a Mennonite minister of the
~Gospel, an a man Inuch esteemed for his goodness as a citi·
'2en, a neighbor and a Christian. He had five sons, viz:
Henry N.,f Abraham, Jacob, John, and Benjarnin. Henry
N. Landis,l! the oldest of these, now occupies and owns the

I

()ld homes! ead in East Lampeter township; Abraham, the
.second 0 e, emigrated to the State of Illinois in 1849,
-settled an now resides in Whiteside county, near Sterling;
,Jacob als moved to the same State, and died there about
,twelve ye rs ago; John, the fourth of these five sons, also
··moved to , llinois, ana died there about fifteen years ago;
Benjamin,!' -the youngest of the five, moved to Franklin
~ounty, Pehnsylvania, and died there also about fifteen years
.ago. The~e are the generations of this family of Landis's,
to the fiftli degree from the senior propositus. In tracing
the pedigr~e, it appears that this family embraces all the
Landis's wl~ are now living within eight or ten miles of
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Lancaster city, except a very few. There are Landis's liv
ing in this county, north of Ephrata, but they are not related
to these whose genealogy is herein given. In the third dE?
gree, according to the manner of computation, there were
-four Landis's; in the fourth, twelfth, and in the fifth, forty
seven; in the sixth degree, taking the same ratio of increase~
one hundred and eighty; and in the seventh degree, many of
whom belonging to the older branches of the family, aret
now over twenty-one years old, there are certainly not lesS',
than fi ve hundred all in the male line. It is perfectly safe
to assume, that there are at this tilne one thousand living de,
scendants, male and female, in Lancaster county, all sprung
from Benjamin Landis, junior, who started out a boy eigh
teen years of age, just one hundred and fifty-three years ago...
The writer regrets very much that the name of the woman
to whom this young man ,vas married, cannot be ascertained...

The first emigrant, Benjamin Landis, was, as has been
stated, a }'!Iennonite minister of the Gospel, and all his de"'
scendants to the fifth generation adhered to the Mennonite
faith without an exception.

LANDIS, JOHN, a native of Switzerland, emigrated t<>
America in the beginning of the eighteenth century, and
located in Bucks county, Pennsylvania. He had :five sons~

viz: Jacob, John, Martin, George and Samuel; and tw(>
daughters, Veronica and Barbara. John, one of the :five sons,.
was born in Bucks county, Pennsylvania, November l1tht

1720, and removed to Montgomery county, in the same State.
His son John, and grandson of the first emigrant, was born
August 16th, 1776, and emigrated to Lancaster county in
1797. He married a daughter of Michael Kline, the grand
father of George M. Kline, esq., of this city. He was for
many years engaged in the mercantile profession.

LANDIS, JESSE, son of the last named John Landis, was;
born October 15th, 1821. He read law '\vith Emanuel G.
Reigart, and was admitted to the bar in September, 1843.
Being a very sedulous and attentive student, he has steadily
won his way in the profession, until he ranks at present
amongst the well.read attorneys of the Lancaster bar. In
1861 he was elected by the county cornmissioners solicitor
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of the con ty, and held the same by annual reelection until
the year ]869. He has written, and is now preparing for
publicatio~, a supplement to Linn's Analytical Index.

LANDlp, SA:MUEL, a member of the Legislature in 1829
and 1830. I

LANE, :JOHN N., was a successful merchant of Lancaster
city, and the wealthiest of our deceased citizens.

LATT~, REV. JAMES, was pastor of the church at Chest
nut Level, ;Lancaster county, and principal of an academy
for nlany years at the same place. He was called to this
charge in '1770, with a salary of £100 Pennsylvania cur
rency, whi~h was never increased nor all paid. Rev. Latta
manifested I a deep interest in the cause of American inde
pendence, ~nd on one occasion actually took his blanket and
knapsack :1tnd accompanied the soldiers on their campaign.
At anothe~ time he served for a short time in the army as
chaplain. i!In 1785 a movement was set on foot amongst
many con regations, upon the subject of procuring acts of
incorporat·on, and Rev. Latta favoring the proposal, had
the misfortlune to alienate many of his flock from him. An
other subjdct of alienation between himself and his congre
gation, wa~ his effort to introduce Watts' Psalmody in his
churches. I In this, however, he failed; and the new hymns
were not apcepted until after the death of all the old mem
bers who ~ad originally farIned the opposition. Rev. Latta
published ia pamphlet of one hundred and eight pages
octavo, in 4lefence of the new hymns, which passed through
four editiOJ!s. The degree of D.D. was conferred upon him
by the Un versity of Pennsylvania, about the close of the
last centu y. Dr. Latta died January 29th, 1801. His
widow, a 1; dy of great piety and amiability, continued to
resiqe on tbe family farm, at Ohestnut Level, until her death,
February 22d, 1810.

LAUMI\N, LUDvVIG, was born 1fay 5th, 1725. He was
a merchant of Lancaster, and a man of influence about the
period of the American revolution. He was a very zealous
and active Whig, and ranked with Ed"vard Shippen, George
Ross, Jasper Yeates, Mathias Slough, and William Henry, in
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his ardor for the promotion of the American cause. He
was elected a member of tbe Legislature of Pennsylvania
in 1776. lIe ,vas an active and influential member of
Trinity Lutheran church of this city, and died March 22d,
1797.

LEBKICHER, DAVID, elected Register in 1842.

*LEEOH, FUANCIS, emigrated to this courrty from Ireland,
'about the year 1750, He was soon afterwards married to
Isabella, the young widow of Christopher Griffith, of Salis
bury, and by bis marriage acquired a large property. He
purchased all the real estate ~bout the Gap, and erected that
large hotel (known afterwards as the Henderson property,)
about the year 1760, in which a puli1ic house was kept for
nearly one hundred years. When the road was laid out
from the Schuylkill to Strasburg, under the administration
'of Richard Penn, in 1772, its course \vas defined to the public
house of Francis Leech, and thence to Strasburg.-Col. Rec,t
Vo1. x,., p. 218. His son, George Leech, also made ID.any

. improvements about the Gap. The venerable Thomas
Leech, also the very aged Anna and Elizabeth Leech, are
the living grandchildren of Francis Leech,

LEFEVRE, JOsEPH,.a leading Democratic politician, and
member of Oongress from 1811 till 1813. He was a citizen
of Strasburg township.

LEHMAN, IfENRY C., was elected a IDenlber of the Legis
lature in the years 1861 and 1862.

LEII1fAN, JOHN, was elected to the Legislature in the
year 1836.

LEHMAN, SA~IUEL L., was elected Recorder in the year
1863.

LIBHART, JOHN J., was born in York county, August
6th, 1806. He removed with his father to the borough of
Marietta when about six years of age, and was educated in
the local schools of Marietta and the borough of York.
When he was about fourteen years of age, Arthur Arm
strong canle to Marietta and engaged in portrait painting,
An enthusiasm for the ne,v avoc~tion inlmediately seized

*Contributed by Isaac Walker, of Sadsbury.
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young Lib~art, and he took up the business and pursued it
with succeSs for several .years, executing a number of pieces
with great credit. After the death of Dr. Glatz, postmaster
of Marietta, he was appointed by James K. Polk to fill the
vacancy, a position which he held for two years. While he
was, pursuifg the occupation of artist, he took up the study
of natural';, science, such as mineralogy, ornithology and
zoology, anjd made considerable advancement in their study.
He made q~ite a collection of specimens in natural history,
especially tn ornithology, which he donated some years
since to the Linnffian society of Lancaster. Besides his
great taste for natural history, he has always possessed a
remarkablE1 fondness ~or history. His predecessor in the
post-office, Jor. Glatz, having been engaged in the drug busi
ness, upon his death his store was purchased by the subject of
our notice, t,tnd this business he has carried on up to this time.

He was ~orn and raised a Democrat, his ancestors having
been strona advocates of the principles of Thomas Jefferson.
Upon the ~reaking out of the late rebellion, favoring a
¥igorous ptosecution of the war, he became id.entified in
sentiment with the Republican party, and has acted with it
from that time. In 1867 he was appointed an associate
judge of th, courts of Lancaster county, and in the succeed..
ing election was chosen to fill the same office for a period of
five years. He has filled all the borough offices of Marietta,
having bee~ burgess, councilman and school director. In
the latter capacity he served for the period of sixteen years.
He was one of the earliest and staunchest advocates of the
free school system in Lancaster county. Judge Libhart is
an intelligept, liberal-minded, high-toned gentleman, and as
an officer qf the court he is perfectly pure, honest and
upright.

LIGHT, MAJOR JOHN, I was a native of the State of New
York, but the greater portion of his life was spent in Lan..

I On Augu~t 17th, 1798, the clerkship of the Sun engine and hose
company was! lllade a perlnanent office, and John Light was elected
to this position, who served the same till April 17th, 1824. His grandson,
Dr. John L. Atlee, sr., was elected to the same position, and held it till
October 21st, 1854, when he l~esigned, and his son, John L. Atlee, jr."
was elected to the post filled by his great grandfather.
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caster. He early entered the American service as a minute
man for the Jerseys, in 1775, and participated in the expedi
tion that was made against the Tories on Long Island. He
was in the division that invaded Canada, and participated in
the battle of Three Rivers. He \vas a sharer in the priva..
tions at the river Sorel, and on the retreat from Canada to
Ticonderoga. In the battle of Lake Ohamplain he was
present, and was among those who defended Ticonderoga and
other places, until the retirement of the British army to
winter quarters. Upon his return home he ilnmediately
reenlisted, and was with Washington in his retreat through
New Jersey, and fought in the' battle of Princeton. He
acted as guide to Gen. Washington, and to several of the
officers who commanded sGouting parties detached from
Gen. Putnam's command, when the British possessed Bruns
wick; and he was among the first of those vvho entered that
place after its evacuation by the enemy. fIe was a partici
pant in the battle of Somerset Court House, and several
other skirmishes about this time. He ,vas in the battle of
Monmouth Oourt House, and also at Gerluantown. He was
one of the light dragoons who guarded Burgoyne's prisoners
from New Jersey to the Potomac. In one service and
another he acted with the American arrny, and was present
when Lord Oorn\vallis surrendered his forces at Yorktown.
After the revolution he kept tavern in East King street for
some years, ceasing this business in 1803. He \vas inspector
of the 1st brigade of Lancaster county militia in 1800. In
1806 he was appointed a justice of' the peace. He was a
leading Democratic politician of his day, and a man of great
influence. In 1818 he was appointed clerk of the orphans'
court, of the quarter sessions, and of the oyer and terminer.
He was appointed in the room of John Ho~ deceased. He
returned again to New Yerk State, ,vhere he died about the
year 1834.

LIGHrrNER, JOEL, a nlernber of the Legislature in the
years 1812,1813,1815,1816, and 1817.

LIGIITNER, JOHN, elected a member of the Legislature
in 1819, 1821. He, was appointed Olerk of the Quarter
Sessions in 1836.
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LIGHTNER, NATHANIEL F., elected a member of the
Legislature in 1824 and 1828. He was afterwards Mayor
of Lancaster.

LINDLEY, THOMAS, a member of the Legislature in
1739,1740,1741,1742, and 1743.

LINVILLE, BENJAMIN, elected a member of the Legis-
lature in 11829 and 1830. •

*.LIVI~GSTO~, JOHN B., was born in the year .1821, i.n
SalIsbury 'townshIp, Lancaster county, PennsylvanIa. HIs
father, John Li \Tingston, was a farmer of considerable intel
ligence, wfo held the office of justice of the peace. His son,
the subject of this sketch, was sent to school at the age of
five years; and soon learned t~ read well for his age. He
became so' fond of books that they became his constant com
panions. At the age of seven he ,vas remarkable for his
accuracy in spelling. He remained for weeks together at
the head of a large class, principally composed of ~uch older
pupils. !tis father being physically di~abled by lameness
for seTere' Inanual labor, and he being the oldest son, his
services 0111 the farm were so valuable that his time for at...
tending sqhool was limited to those months in the winter
when the c.luties on the farm were not so exacting. He, how
ever, acqu:ired the habit of improving every leisure moment
during th4 more busy season of the year; and though the
work on the farm kept him from school, it did not keep him
from his books. His pro:ficiell~Y became so conspicuous,
that in 18j2 the directors of the common schools, in the dis
trict in wHich he resided: solicited him to engage in teaching
.~chool during the winter months. lIe, however, considered
It his duty to consult the wishes of his father, before he con
sented to accept their proposition. As the younger brothers
had now groWR up and become capable of working "the farm,
the father! consented, and young Livingston ,vas duly in
stalled int~ the office of school teacher, which ernployment
he continuJed to folJaw during the vvinter months, for four or
five sessio~s. His time during the vacations being spent in
working oh his father's farm and teaching private soh-oal.

*Colltributed by John B. Good, esq.
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·About the year 1845 he began to think of studying a pro
fession; and it is said for a time his inclination tended to
wards medicine. and that considerations of the great respon-'
sibilities devolving on the physician, when the fate of pre
cious lives depend on his skill, deterred him from choosing
that department as his p]a:ce of activity. He concluded that
a slip in the practice of the Iaw i~ a less serious calamity
than a blunder in medicine or surgery, in proport~on as a
man's pocket is more easily repaired than his life or limbs.
He therefore reoolved to study law. In pursuance of this
resolution, he wrote to Han. Thaddeus Stevens, inquiring
whether he had room for a student, and if so, what his terms
were. In due time the answer came in the Old Commoner's
laconic style: "Have room. Terms, $200. Some pay,
some don't." On the 26th of January, 1846, the young
teacher left his parental roof, and the scenes of his boyhood
and youth, for the city of Lancaster, to en~er upon the
stormy mazes of the law. vVith Blackstone he rnay have
said:

Lost to the fields, and torn frOln you,
Farewell, a long, a last adieu!
Me, ,vrangling courts and stubborn law,
rro smoke, and crowds, and city draw.

He applied himself earnestly to his studies, and on the day
on which the two years appointed by the"rules of Court for
initiatory studies expired, he was admitted to the bar of
Lancaster county, of which he was destined to becolne an
ornament. He soon gave evidence of a useful career. His
industry and Vlonderful capaeity for labor did not permit
him to be idle a minute. No one ever saw him idling away
his time either on the street or in the office. He believed
that no one willing to work need fail, and he acted in ac
cordance with this principle. It is probable that these traits
of character, and the facility and taste displayed in his pen
manshjp, attracted the .attention of N. Ellnlaker, esq., into
whose office he uJoved in 1851, and where he remained ac
tively assisting in the extensive practice in the orphans'
court and general law practice in that office up to the time
of his election to the office of District Attorney in the fall of
1862".
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His election to this public position, and the satisfactory
manner in which he performed its duties, caused him to be
more exte~sively and favorably known throughout the com
munity, and from this time his practice cOffilnenced to
rapidly increase. His rnind hein.S" familiar with the general
practice in !the several Courts, and his pen unusually ready,
he was abltto perform &n incredible amount of labor. His
charges al ays moderate, his manners affable and pleasant,
his honestJ1 above suspicion, his office was constantly crowded
with clients. Under these circumstances;i~ is not strange
tha~ he did not consider the promotion from the bar to the
bench a desirable change. When, however, in the fall of
1871, a vacflncy was about to take place in the office of Pres
ident Judge of the second judicial district of Pennsylvania,
composed of Lancaster county, the people with unusual
unaninlity i elected him to that office. On December 4th,
187.1~ he a~sumed its duties, and has since continued in that
posItIon.

LONG, HENRY G" was born in Lancaster, August 23d,
1804. His paternal grandfather, Nicholas Long, a native of
Zweibrucken, in Bavaria, emigrated to An1erica, and settled
in Lancaster in 1754. Here he married, and reared in com
fort a large farnily. He rose to be a man of standing and
influ~nce i~ the community, and often was a juror in the
trial of cauises. Jacob Long, the father of the subject of our
notice, becftme a successful nlerchant and acculnulated an
independeI' t fortune. lIe was a sergeant in the American
revolution and sa\v service therein during a long period of
the strugg ,e. He came near being in the battle of Brandy
wine, arriJing on the spot with his company just as the
battle was!over. He died in December, 1842, in the 82d
year of his age. The subject of our notice received his
education in the schools of Lancaster. When but seventeen
years of a$e he was appointed clerk in the prothonotary's
office, under Dr. F. A. Muhlenberg, and owing to the pro
fessional eJ1lgagements of the latter he was obliged to perform
most of t~e duties of the office. This position he retained
for three ~ears. He then, in 1824, began the study of law,
in the office of George B. Porter, esq., then the leading
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lawyer at the bar, and was admitted to the full practice of
the profession in 1827. lIe immediately opened an office
and heguld the practice of law, and was not long in establish
ing himself fairly in the profession.

When he left the Prothonotary's office, it was the design
of his father that he should succeed him in the mercantile
business, and it was only at the suggestion of Mr. Porter
that he began the reading of law. vVhen he commenced its
study it was rather that he might be profitably employed
than with the design of entering the profession. After read
ing a short time, however, he acquired a fondness for it, and
so continued until he was prepared for admission to the bar.
Shortly after coming to the bar, he was chosen by the com
missioners county solicitor, a position to which he was
successively re-chosen and held the same for twenty years.
Soon after his admission to the bar, he became active in
politics, and being very decided in his political views, he was
elected in 1836 a member of the Reform Oonvention, being
one of the youngest men of that body. He was elected in
the fall of 1838 to the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and was
a member of that body during the buckshot war, a period
of great" excitement in Pennsylvania. After serving this
session, he again resumed the duties of the profession, to
which he now steadily gave his attention until 1851, when
he was nominated and elected President Judge of the court
of common pleas of Lancaster county. His nomination
was at this time entirely unsolicited. Learning that his
name would be used, he prepared a letter of declination and
handed the same to Abraham Cassel, a member of the con
vention, and authorized him to have his name withdrawn.
So fully satisfied, however, was Mr. Oassel, and with him the
convention of his eminent fitness for this position, that the
letter of declination was not presented, and he was unani
mously nominated. Finding himself thus the unanimous
choice of his party for this high offiee, he did not feel at
liberty to decline an election, and he therefore deferred to
the wishes of his friends, and as :)J consequence was triumph
antly elected. The manner in which he discharged the
duties of this office gave entire satisfaction.
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Upon the expiration of his ten years term of service as
Judge, making no effort to secure a re·nomination for the
same, he was defeated by a majority of fi've in the conven
tion of his party, held in 1861, and Alex. Hood was the suc
cessful no~inee. '11 his, however, was a period when party
lines great~y changd, consequent upon the rebellion then
raging, andl the result was the holding of a new convention
by those of the Republican party dissatisfied with' the regu
lar nominations, and the Democrats united with them. This
alliance, calling itself the Peoples' party, placed Henry G. Long
in nomination for the same position he then held, and for
which he had been defeated in the regular Republican conven
tion. His treat popularity secured his election, and he ha;
again compfieted his second term.

Henry Gl Long was al\vays a conservative in his opinions,.
and this trqit of his character was exemplified during the
period of ~he buckshot war. In conversation with some
of his party friends, he intimated his misgi vings as to the
propriety of the conduct of certain extreme leaders of
his party; and his remarks having been carried to the ears
of Governor Ritner, gave the latter much offence. A party
friend afteriv~rds remarked to lVlr. Long, that the Governor
was astonished that a man of his party, and especially one
froln Lancaster county, should have given utterance to ex·
pressions as' he had done. ~rr. Long, far froln being daunted,
and true to his convictions, boldly remarked, that what he "had
expressed, he believed, and he should not hesitate to give ex
pression to ~he same sentiments upon any and every occasion."

As a Ju~ge, Henry G. Long was fair and impartial, and
his honestyl has never been questioned. FIe sought to de..
cide causes 'purely upon their merits; and he bore with his
retirement the universal esteem of the bar and community.
As a citizeIf, he is kind, courteous and obliging, and he will
long be refnembered fot his "?land and amiable manners.
In him it may truly be said, that he will, during the re
mainder of ~is days, enjoy otium cum dign~·tate.

LONG, JOHN, elected a membe~ of the Legislature in 1829
and 1830. In 1885 he ,vas elected one of the board of
county cOlnmisssoners.
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LOVETT, JOHN, elected a member of the Legislature in
1831.

*LOWERY, COL. ALEXANDER, was born in. the north of
Ireland, in December, 1723, and came to America with his
father, Lazarus Lo,very, in 1729, who settled in Donegal
township, Lancaster county, and was licensed by the Oourt
in 1730 to sell liquor by the srnall; and by the Governor, as
an Indian trader, which latter occupation he pursued for a
number of years thereafter. His sons, John and Daniel
Lowery, were also Indian traders. I-Iaving made frequent
trips to the far west to trade with the Indians, Alexander
probably acconlpanied them. He became a great favorite
with the Indians, and exercised an influence over them which
he retained during h~s life.

About the year/ 1748 he formed a partnership with
Joseph Simons, of Lancaster, in the fur trading business,
which lasted forty years. The fur traders usually made
annual trips to the Allegheny and ~fississippi rivers, in con
voys, for their mutual protection. The Indians knew about
the time they vvere expected, and brought their peltries fr\>m
their hunting grounds farther \Vest, to certain points~ where
they exchanged them for blankets, &c. 001. Lowery ,vas
a powerful man, and capable of enduring any amount or
fatigue. He was considered one of the fleetest" Indian run
ners," and was frequently selected by the Government to·
collect the chiefs of the various Indian tribes at Detroit and
other places, to make treaties. The only subsistence he was
able to obtain for weeks at a time, ,vas that procured by his
trusty rifle. He was taken with inflammatory rheumatism
while amongst the Indians along the banks of the Allegheny
river, and was carried to a log cabin, situate in a lonely dellr

where he was nursed by an aged squaw for several days,
when an Indian doctor came along and carried him to the
river, where a hole ·was made in the ice-for it was mid.
winter-and ducked him in the river. The shock was so
great to his system, that he was cured instantly, and neVt'r
afterwards bad a return of it. 001. Lowery accumulated

.money rapidly, and about the year 1755 commenced purchas
·)i-Oontribl~.tedby San~uel Evans, esq., Colurnbia.
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ing large tracts of land. In 1757 he purchased of Joseph
Pugh, sheri~ four hundred acres, sold as the property of his
father, Laz~rus Lowery, (deceased). In this purchase was
included th!e farm lately sold by James B. Olark to Cameron,
upon which the Lowerys resided from 1740 to 1758 or '59.
In 1759 he pllrchased of sheriff Smith, four hundred acres,
sold as the~.roperty of Daniel I--Jowery, his brother. (Duffy's
park farm J.s a part of this place.) He removed to it in
1760, and IP.veq in a log house-which stood in the meadow
south of the barn-a few years. About the year 1762 he
commenced to build the present stone mansion. His partner,
Joseph Simons, brought carpenters from Lancaster and con
ducted its erection. Col. Lowery went amongst the Indians,
and did not return until the building was completed. In
1763, at the time of the massacre at Bloody Run, Col.
Lowery w~s sent back to Fort Rays, (Bedford,) in the even
ing, to get something left there by the traders. In the
night the Indians murdered many of the traders and their
men, (amongst whom was Daniel Lowery, his brother,) and
destroyed an immense amount of goods. When he returned,
about daylight, he discovered the terrible havoc made by
the Indians, who attempted to capture him. He ran for the
timber and was hunted for several days amongst the moun
tains; they finally discovered him when near the river, on
the York dounty side of where Vinegar's Ferry now is, and
made chas~. He swam the river and made good his escape.
This was t~e .only instance in which he was molested by the
Indians. He often remarked, that they were so frenzied that
they knewinot friend from foe.

In 1770 he purchased of sheriff Stone, eight hundred
acres, and ~he ground rents in Maytown, and a tannery adjoin
ing, sold a$ the property of Jacob Dow'ner. This land ran
from Maytbwn to the river, and ,vas afterwards sold to Alex
ander Boggs, Longenecker, and others. In 1774, when
hostilities broke out with the mother cOllntry, Col. Lowery
at once be·bame very active on the side of the colonies. In
July, 1774

1

, he was placed on a committee of correspondence,
to consult~ with other committees of conference in the
province, tho met in Philadelphia, July 15th, 1774. De-
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•

cember 15th, 1774, he was appointed on a committee to
watch the suspected persons, and prevent, if possible, the
purchase and use of tea. Mrs. Lowery, being a member of
the Church of England, sometimes induced the teamsters
when th~y went to Philadelphia, to procure her some tea.
When Col. Lowery discovered it, he invariably destroyed it.
On another occasion, when he was from home, she procured
a "Coat of Arms," and placed it upon his carriage; when he
returned he destroyed it, and every other emblem of aris
tocracy. He was elected a member of Assembly in 1775,
and served on many important committees. He was also
elected colonel of the Lancaster county militia, 3d battalion;
and in 1776 a member of the Assembly, and a member of
the convention which framed the first Constitution of !lenn_
sylvania. In 1777 he was appointed, with others, by the war
office, to supply the army vvith blankets, the army being en
tirely destitute of clothing during the winter of that year.
He commanded the Lancaster county militia at the battle of
Brandywine. He ,vas elected a member of AsseInbly in
1778-80, and a member of the Senate to fill an unexpired
term of one who died. After the Revolutionary war, 001.
Lowery retired to his farm at l\1~arietta. August 29th, 1791,
Gov. Thomas NIiffiin conlmissioned him a justice of tha
peace f~r the townships of Donegal, Mount Joy and Rapho.
Maytown being a lively place at that tirne, fights were a
common occurrence. The parties often came to Col. IJowery
to settle their disputes. His manner of dealing with them
suited the times, and saved the county unnecessary expense..
He usually placed the eombatants upon the green sward in
front of his house and made them fight it out, he standing
by to see that there was fair play and no gouging. Some
times he turned in and whipped both of the parties. This
novel and summary way of dealing out justice, put a stop to
the quarreling, and especially 'their complaints before Col.
Lowery. Daniel Clark, the father of Myra Gaines, widow of
the late General Gaines, was a wagon-boy of Col. Lower.y's,
and usually accompanied him on his western trips amongst
the Indians. After attaining his majority, he went down the
Mississippi river and settled at New Orleans. It is said,

27
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when trading with the Indians, in the absence of weights,
that CoL Lowery used his hand, which weighed two pounds,
.and his foot, which w~ighed four pounds.

Ii About the close of the Revolutionary war James Cun-
·ningham, of Lancaster city, (who was lieutenant Golonel in
:Col. Lowe~y's battalion, and served many years in the Legis
lature wit4 him, and was a cornpanion in his western trips,)
died. An 'express was sent to Col. Lowery, notifying him of
the sad event. He hastened to Lancaster, and arrived there
just as the: remains of his departed friend was about to be
placed in the grave. The coffin was opened to permit the
friend of his life to gaze once more upon his features. He
,advanced with tears in his eyes, and grasped the hand of the
~orpse, ana. exclaimed, "honest Jimmy Cunningham, that
never told a lie, or did a dishonest or mean action, b.as gone
to his fathers." I t has been related by those who were at
this funeral and witnessed this, that it was a most affecting
,scene, and drew tears frOin all present. OoL Lowery was a
bluff rna!), with a commanding voice. He spoke as he
thought. ,I When in conversation with a friend, and about
to enter t4e church at Donegal, of' which he was a member,
he walked: in, continuing the conversation, and in the same
tone of ~oice, which was unusually loud, until he had
finished w!hat he had to say. When Oongress sat in York,
Anderson'is ferry, now Mmaietta, was the principal crossing
along the river. Often boats were prevented from crossing
by reason of the floating ice. CoL Lowery's house during
these occasions was filled with officers and members of Con
gress, whQ were on their way to Yorlc. General Gates and
lady, witbl some stafr officers, were thus delayed and invited
by CoL Lowery to his home. He placed them in the hall
and proc~eded to the kitchen, to enquire of Mrs. Lowery
whether ~he could entertain tl;1.em. She at once declared
she could not think of it-when her husband told. her
to hush, that the party was at his heels and would hear
her if she made much noise. Alex. Lowery was married
in 1752, Ito Miss Ma~y Walters, by whom he had six
livi~g children. In 1772 he married Ann Alricks, widow
of Hermanus Alricks, ,vho was prothonotary, register,

•
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recorder, clerk of the court, and justice of the peace for
CUInberland county, and grandmother of Herman and
Hamilton Alricks, e8qs., of Harrisburg. vVhen he married /
her, he had been a widower but six Inonths, and she a widow
but 'ten months. Be promised to say nothing about the
affair, but when they arrived in the vicinity of MaytO\\Tn,
several hundred persons turned out in all sorts of convey
ances, and lined the public rQad for several nliles to receive
them, to the mortification of his bride. The colonel, being
fond of a joke, evidently sent word in advance of his corning..
She was a sister of Francis West, the grandfather of chief
justice Gibson. Congress having made the continental
money a legal tenders Col. Lowery sold the Clark farm to
James Anderson, (who sold to Briee Clark,) and most of the
Downer lands for that kind of money. vVhen absent frorn
hOIne, James'Polk, uncle of the late President Polk, a resident
ofSherman's valley, Cumberland county, Pa., came and offered
to pay a judgment note, held by 001. Lowery against him,
in continental money. Mrs. Lowery, who was a spirited
woman, refused to take the money, when Polk deliberately
put his horse in the stable and declared his intention of
staying ulltil the colonel earne hOIne. lIe actually remained
several days, and badgered and annoyed Mrs. Lowery so
much, that she took the Inoney, and bade him clear out and
never show his face there again. Frances Evans was the
only child by this marriage; she married Samuel Evans, ~
member of the Legislature from Chester county. John
Evans, his ancestor, a native of W ales, land~d in l~hiladel. .
phia in 16~O, with a family consisting of seven persons, viz:
his father, mother, wife and daughter, brother and sister.
In the spring of 1696 John Evans purchased a tract of land
in the State of Delaware, called the" Welsh tract." In 1715
he purchased four hundred "acres on the white clay creek, in
Chester county, Pa., now o'Vvned by Esquire Niven. In 1718
John Evans, jr., married Reynold tIowell, a, native of Wales,
who canle to this' country the same year. r~rheJ left a family
of six children, all of whorn died young, except Evan, George
and Peter. Evan was the father of Samuel Evans; Evan
had three sons and three daughters. George served as a
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sergeant in Bailey's regiment during the Revolutionary war"
and was wounded at N ew York, by a bayonet which was
thrust through his body; he lived many years thereafter.
His daughter married Johnson, the Napoleon of the turf in
this countrY. The first fee received by the late Judge
Yeates, w'as from Col. Lowery. He had a wonderful memory,
and was frequently called upon in different parts of the State
to settle disputes about the title of lands. A few years
before his ~eath,he and ,Joseph Simons selected referees, one
of whom .Jas the late Adam Reigart, to settle the partner
ship afta5rh, which ran through more than forty years.
Strange as lit may appear, there was not a solitary record or
scrap of paper to show the transactions between them, which
nlust have amounted to many thousand pounds. Colonel
Lowery would call Mr. Simons' attention to an anlount of
money paid hiln on a certain log, perhaps thirty or forty
years befo~e, when Simons would give his assent thereto r

and in retrlrn remind CoL Lowery that he paid him a certain
sum of m~ney at a certain spring many years before, and
thus these I honest men recapitulated circumstances which
covered fotty years of time, without one word of disputer
and settled up their affairs. Mr. Reigart often remarked,
that he never saw or heard of such a settlement.

Col. LoJery was married a third time to Sarah Cochrane, a
widow, who lived near Yark Springs, in 1793. Samuel
Eddie wrote the marriage contract. 001. I.J. had been on a
visit to the Gibsons, in Sherrnan's valley. On his way home
he stopped at York Springs; some of his friends, whom he
met there,:' intimated to hiln that there was a spry widow,
named Co~hralle,at the springs, for whom he had better" set
his cap." He hastened home and returned ,vith his carriage,
and at once proposed to the vvidow to marry; promptly she
responded that she vvould. While crossing the mountain, on
his way hpme, she lnanifested great fears lest the carriage
would be overturned, and intinlated that she would rather
walk. The Colonel told Sammy, her son, who was driving, to
stop and let his mamn1Y out; he drove on and halted at the foot
of the mountain, and remained there until his wife came up.
She was 31 large woman, and suffered very much; she car·
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ried her shoes in her' hand; she never thereafter mani
fested her fears by expressing a desire to walk. It turned
'Out that a trick had been played upon the old man, who was
nearly seventy years of age. This Mrs. Ooehrane was not
the widow of that name who was .first at the springs, but a
very inferior WOlnan. When he discovered the trick which
had been played upon him, he built the house, (afterwards
owned by Duffy), and placed her there,. and never after
wards lived with her. Her sons, who were sporting men,
Tabbed the old man of many hundred pounds, which they
squandered at the races, &c. He died January 31st, 1805,
leaving a large landed estate in different parts of the State.
Oql. Lowery was in the habit of saying that James Wilson,
a member from Pennsylvania, of the convention which
framed the Oonstitution, was the author of it. He knew the
persons engaged in the murder of the Oonestoga Indians, at
Lancaster, and told his daughter, Mrs. Evans, that many of
those engaged in it died a violent death.

M.

MACKEY, JAMES, was elected a nlember of the Legislature
in the years 1831 and 18;-32.

MARSTELLER, PHILIP, a Inember of the Legislature in
1776. He wa~ also a delegate in 1776 to the convention
which adopted the first State Constitution.

MARrrIN, B. F., elected a member in the Legislature in
1851.

MARTIN, DAVID M., elected Olerk of Quarter Sessions
in 1848.

MARTIN, GEORGE, elected Sheriff of Lancaster county in
1854.

MARTIN, HUGH, was a farmer of Drumore township,
.and was elected to the Legislature on the Federal ticket in
1816 and 1817. His brother, Sarnuel Martin., was a clergy
man, who had received his education at the Rev. Mr. Latta's
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academy, at Chestnut Level. He ministered at the Presby
terian church, at Chanceford, in York county. I-) e was a
man of.good ability and ripe scholarship.

*MARTIN: HON. PETER, was born in January, 1805, in that .
part of Elizabeth township which, since its division, is called
Clay townJhip, Lancaster county, Pa. lIe ,yas of Swiss de
scent. His grandfather, John, or Johannes Martin, immi
grated from Switzerland, and settled about two miles from
Woodstock, Shenandoah county, Va. Here his father, Peter"
Martin, Sf., was born, and resided until the Indians became
very troublesome and rendered the residence of white settlers
utterly unsafe. The subject of this sketch frequently listened
to the relation 9£ his parents concerning nightly surprisest

habitation~ in flames, murdered husbands and fathers, and
women ana children hiding in grain fields, seeking safety
from the I!nurderous savages. These dangers induced his

I
grandfather to remove to a place more remote from the
Indian fro~tier. I-Ie chose the quiet and peaceful scenes of
old Ephrat~, Lancaster county, Pa. Here, after the grand
father's deJth, Peter Martin, Sf., the father of the subject of
our sketch resided for a nurnber of years, following the
business of a shoemaker and country merchant. He was,

appointed ~ justice of the peace by G~vernor Findlay, and
afterward fuoved to Elizabeth township, Lancaster countYt
where he acted as ju.,tice of the peace, and followed the
business of a surveyor and conveyancer, and also kept a
country store.

Here his son, Peter Martin, jr., was born. Concerning his
early years little is known. He received such education as
the school~ of his time and neighborhood afforded. It is
well knowll that the facilities for obtaining a good common
school edu~ation were, at that time, far inferior to what they
now are. lIe assisted his father in his store, and also in his
business as a surveyor and conveyancer. His father's in
structions and training, in a great measure, supplied the want

'of early education. He acquired the fu.cility of handling his
pen rapidly, and of drawing an article of writing with care and
skill. He Iwas frequently he~rd to talk of his youthful ex

*Contributed by J. B. Good, esq.

PA-Genealogy



OF LANCASTER COUNTY. 883

plait of drawing an executor's deed for his father, without a
blot or flaw on its face. The achievement was considered
by him eS a great triumph, on which his memory in after
years delighted to dwell.

As his father advanced in years, the weight of business
gradually shifted on his son's shoulders. The Governor
appointed the son a justice of the peace, in the room and
stead of his father, whose mantle thus fell on worthy shaul.
ders. r~ro the new incumbent the ordinary business of a
magistrate's office had no attractions. In fact, he scarcely
transacted any criminal business at alL This resulted partly
fron) the moral condition of the community around him, and
partly because his time was occupied with business more
congenial to his taste. In his extensive practice as a sur
veyor and scrivener, he was constantly consulted in regard
to the many legal questions \vhich .continually arise in the
course of its pursuit. He was the friend and guide of execu
tors, administrators, guardians and tftlstees of every kind.
His mind became familiar with the statutes relating to these
subjects, and with the decisions of the courts made under"
thern. Whenever his advice was desired, he was indefati...
gahIe in exanlining the paint in questiOl'l in order to reach a
correct conclusion. Although he never pursued a regular
course of legal study, yet such was his industry and natural
acumen, added in later years to his extensive experience,
that his opinion was generally entitled to a great deal of
Tfspect. This ,vas lllore especially the case in that branch
of the law relating to the practic"e in the orphans' court and
the settlenlent of estates of decedents. Every change in the
acts of Assembly, or a new ruling of court, was watched by
him with an eagle eye, as he took a laudable pride in keep
ing up with the times, and llaving his mind arnply stored
,vith useful knowledge. It has been objected to his methoa
of dravving instruments of ,vriting1 that he was unnecessarily
prolix, and more especially in drafting ,vilIs, too circu,m..
stantial in detail. His o,vn apology for this was, that if you
confine yourself strictly to the truth, you cannot say too
much, and that it is better to be tedious than alTIbiguous ..
In the latter years of his life he frequently declare4, that he
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knew of no nstance in which a law suit originated out of any
ambiguous or uncertain directions contained in a last will
drawn by him.

He held ~is cornnlission as a justice of the peace till the
amended cqnstitution came in force, under whose provisions
he was twiqe reelected, although the party with which he
acted was if a minority in the district where he resided. In
1850, howe~er, he declined a reelection, and he never after
wards heldla magi~trate'scommission. He had early identi
fied himself with the Democratic party, and always claimed
that, howeter party names and circumstances had changed,
he still rerrl-ained faithful to his old political principles, and
that he ne1er was or had been anything but a genuille Jack
son Demoqrat. In the local politics of Lancaster county he
soon succetded in obtaining a very prominent position, which
he maintaihed for a long tirne. He, at several times, was
the Demodratic candidate for Oongress, but on account of
h18 party ~eing in a hopeless minority in tbe county, always
failed of ap election. In the fall of 1843 he ran the la~t

time for Cpngress on the Democratic ticket. The late Jere
miah Bro'fln was the Whig candidate, and the Hon. A. E.
Roberts t~e Anti-masonic standard-bearer l\Ir. Brown was
elected in ~his triangular contest. Upon the inauguration of
the Ame~ican, or Know.nothing movement, he identified
himself w!~th that party, and was their candidate for pro
thonotarylin the year 1854, when Joseph Bowman, the Whig
candidate,1 was elected, B. F. 1Ioll having been the Demo
cratic cantlidate for the same office.

Mr. Martin always was a friend of the late Col. Reah
Frazer, familiarly known as the" Democratic War Horse.~'

·When th~ anti-Lecornpton or Kansas troubles commenced,
which cu[minated in the organization of the Republican
party, it fwas natural that he should cast his lot with them,
and oppq1se the election of Buchanan to the Presidency in
1856. I~ t11is step, those of his friends who knew him best,
believed ii he acted cons~ientiously and from principle, how·
ever his ~otionsmay have been impugned by his old friends,
whose p~rty he left, or by his political enemies, with whom

i he now Jaffiliated. The Republican county convention)
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which met at Lancaster in the fall of 1857, nominated him as
their candidate for the office of prothonotary. It may easily
be imagined that this action of the convention was not
approved by a great number of the old line Whigs, with
whom Mr. Martin had fought so many political battles. The
'consequence was, that William Carpenter, one of their num
ber, received and accepted the Democr.atic nomination for
the same office. A very spirited and somewhat acrimonious
canvass ensued, and when the election was over and the
votes counted, l\fr. Carpenter ,vas returned as having a small
majority. As usual, each party accused the other of fraud.
The election was contested, and the Court, after a patient
investigation, decided that Mr. Carpenter was· elected by a
majority of ten votes.

To most lueD such a series of political defeats would have
proved so disastrous that their prospects would have been
irretrievably ruined. But such was not the case with Mr.
Martin. He himself attributed his recuperative powers to
the fact that he constantly retained the esteem and support
of his neighbors, and never committed any act by which he
forfeited their confidence and friendship. He understood
the local politics of his county as well, perhaps, as any other
man living at that tjme. His policy ,vas to concentrate
several of his neighboring districts, so that their weight and
influence should go together. His next step, was to seek
alliances with other candidates in different parts of the county
who controlled similar powers, thus effecting what he was
accustomed to call" a concentration of strength." The prac..
tical result of these tactics was, that Peter Martin and his
friends were all but irresistible in county conventions.
The most difficult part of this, as of many other programmes,
was to begin right-that is, to have the votes and influence
.of your neighbors; thus illustrating the wisdom of one of
Mr. Martin's favorite maxims, that to a politician it was im
portant, above all other things, to be " right with his neigh
bors at home.

From what has been said, it may be inferred that he had
not much apparent trouble in obtaining his nomination for
the office of prothonotary by the Republican county con-
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vention of 18t30; but there were still some of his party who
obje(j~ed to I his nomination, and ~when his name was an
nounced as the successful candidate in the convention, it
induced the Derrlocrats to nominate Nlr. Gerardus Olarkson,
who had previously always been regarded as a Republican.
as their candidate for the saIne office, hoping that the result
of the election held three years before might again be· real..
ized. In these expectations, however, Mr. Clarkson and his
frien.ds were disappointed, and Nlr. IvIartin was elected by a
large majority. He served the office of prothonotary for
the term of three years, to the satisfaction of his constitu
ents and with honor to himself. After its close he retired
to his home at Lincoln, where he rernained in private life
until the fall of 1866, \vben he was elected as~ociate judge of
the several courts of the county of Lancaster. This posi
tion he h~ld at the time of his death, which occurred rather
suddenly, on the 16th of August, 1867, at his home, having
been siek only for a few days previous to his death. In
pe:r:son Mr. Martin was of mediunl height, inclining to corpu
lency. He had fine eyes, beaming with intelligence. He
wore his hair short, which in his later years was entirely
white. His faee and chin were smoothly shaved. Though
his rnanners ,vere simple and unaffected, there was a certain
native dignity in his bearing "\\rhicl1 at once impressed the
beholder that he was a person of more than qrdinary force
of character.

MATHIOT, JOHN, was elected sheriff of Lancaster
county in the year 1818. He was an alderrnan of Lancas
ter and carried on the business of a scrivener. lIe was
elected in 183.1, by city councils, Mayor of the city of Lan
caster, and eleven tirnes reelected. He died January 22dt

1843, in the 58th year of his age.

MAXWELL, HUGH, was born in Ireland, December 7tht

1777. When quite a youth he came to Philadelphia, and at
the age of nineteen he entered in partnership in the book
publishing business with 1fatthew Carey, and with him pub
lished one of the first literary magazines in the city of
brotherly love. He afterwards edited the Port~Folio, a
magazine of some repute in its day. \Vhilst in the book
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publishing business, he cast his own type and nlade his own
wood..cuts. Having met with severe losses in the financial
crisis that sllcceeded the 'Nar of ~812-14, he for a time
abandoned the editorial career and follo\ved agricultural pur
suits. Ilis active temperament, however, soon introduced
him into other editorial entprprises. In 1817 he removed
to Lancaster and established the' Lancaster Gazette, which he
conducted with decided ability for several years. He next
purchased the Lancaster Journal, one of the oldest Demo
cratic papers of Pennsylvania, and this he publiohed up to
1839. As a citizen, he ever ranked amongst the most active
and enterprising in all projects looking towards the estab
lishment and promotion of public improvements. He was one
of the most active members of the company organized in
1820 for the improvement of the Oonestoga navigation; and
he it was who called the first meeting at Colurnbia, which
discussed the project of uniting that place and Philadelphia by
a railroad. ,Be was gratified to live to see~his enterprise com·
pleted in spite of much opposition and ridicule. The" Me
chanics' Literary Association" of Lancaster, of which he ,vas
the first president, greatly owe€! its foundation to his spirit
and enterprise. I-Iugh Maxwell was a man of considerable
mechanical ingenuity, and among his inventions the
'" printer's roller," patented in 1817, was a fruit of his genius.
He drew such attention to the cause of boiler explosions as
elicited great praise in bis day. 'vVith \Vm. White, ex-sheriff
of Lancaster, he discovered the Lykens Valley and Short
Mountain coal fields, and shipped the first coal to market from
those mines. As editor of a newspaper, Mr. ~laxwell had few
superiors in his day. He was "a vjgorous writer, and could
pen an editorial of great po\ver, and withal, couched in
-smooth and graceful language. He was a bold and inde
pendent thinker and fearless leader in public affairs. He
died November 1st, 1860.

MAXWELL, ROBERT, was a citizen of Drumore town
sbip, and died Novernber 6th, 1819, in the 80th year of his
age. He ,vas elected county commissioner in the year 1798.
He was elected to the Legislature of Pennsylvania in 1806"
1807, 1808, 180~, 1812 and 1813.
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MAY, D~VID, elected Olerk of the Orphans' Oourt in 1848 ..

MAYER,; OHRIS1'IA~, was elect.ed State Senator in 1804,
and reelecte~ to the same position in 1808.

MAYER~GEOR.GE'a merchant of Lancaster, and brother
of Dr. },!ay r. He was possessed of a fine memory, and
when a me ber of the Legislature in 1835, he took quite an
active part {n legislative proceedings. Abraham Kauffman,
who was co~elnporarywith him in the Legislature, speaking
of him said1 "I once heard one of the canal commissioners
remark of ~im after he had given sorne testimony before the
House: what a mind and n1emofY Colonel Mayer possesses;
his langUa~' is fit for the press just as he speaks from recol..
lection." e died Septeruber 9th, 1862, in the 82nd year of
,his a.ge.

MAYER~ REV. DR. LOUIS, an able divine, w'as born in
the city of. Lancaster, March 26th, 1783. His father was
,a gentlemaJ1l of liberal culture. After he had made such
proficiency! in education as boys of his grade usually
obtained, b~ resolved upon business, ana made the experi
ment in :Fr4dericktown, Maryland; but baving no aptitude
for secular pursuits this result was not flattering. About
..this time hi~ mind became aroused as to spiritual affairs, and
he seemed ~o recognize in his internal feelings a call to the
ministerial career, for which he cherished a peculiar fond
ness. He now entered upon the preparatory studies neces
sary as a Rreparation for this field of service. His mind
being fOfln+d of solid material, he made rapid progress in
his classical,l and theological studies, and he was licensed to
preach in t~e year 1807, by the Refoflned Synod of Penn..
sylvania. tn 1808 he accepted a call from the Shepherds
town charge, including Martiltlsburg and Smithfield congre
gations. I-~ere he labored with great zeal and efficiency for
twelve yea1s, Whilst serving these congreg:1tions several
efforts were! made to obtain his services, but without success.
In 1821 helwas induced to accept a call from the Reformed
church of t ork, Pa., where he continued to officiate until he
was called ~pon to preside over the theological seminary of
the Germarn Reformed church. In 1825 he resigned his
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charge in York, moved to Oarlisle, Pa., and began his duties
as professor in the seminary. The new institution was fortu
nate in obtaining the services of Dr. Mayer, at a tirne when
everything depended upon those interested with its control
and managenlent. ~rhe new professor was popular and dis
charged his duties with great :fidelity. The infant institu
tion, however, was but poorly endo'vved, and thi8, in connec
tion with other circurnstances needless to detail, proved very
embarrassing to the incumbenL of the theological chairr

and indeed to the Synod itself. In 1829 the seminary was
removed to York, Pa. A second professor of the seminary
was found necessary, and it \vas also resolved to connect a
classical school with the seminary. This latter department
was cOlnnlitted to Frederick A. Rauch,l a distinguished

German scholar, and afterwards President of Marshall 001
lege, in ~lercersburg, l)a. Dr. ~1ayer faithfully served the
church in the capacity of professor in thtt selninary, until
1835, when it was rernoved to .Nlercer8burg. Nat choosing

1 A few remarks and re.flections will not be untimed as regards the
career and influence of Dr. Frederick Augustus Rauch, who, although
never living in our lnidst, yet ,vhose ashes lie amongst us, and whose
influence is felt swelling the intellectual gales of our country. IIis
monument reared on Franklin and ~:Iarshall calnpus, ·will, in coming
time, be one of the objects of interest for visitors to the inland city of
Lancaster. In the cOIning of Dr. Rauch to the United States, there was
freighted into our country a cargo of philo~ophical thought that, in .a
great measure, has 8erved to arouse American life to the existence of the
gigantic intellectual revolution that had been fought across the waters
in the fa.therland. Prior to the arrival of this scholar in America, little
was kno,vn as regards the state of opinion in Europe, and the little that
it was carne by ,,-ray of England, that had itself scarcely '''laked up to a,
knowledge of the great w·orlel-battle that had heen fought on German
soil. Fronl the tinle that Dr. Rauch was made President of Marshall
College in Mercersburg, ill 183fj, a new era dawned upon the .,A..tnerican
mind, and a tide of thinking set in which fronl that period has 110wed
onward with gathering strength. The names of Kant, Jacobi, Fichte,
Schellin

L
"">, lIege], Schleiermacher and Daub, are familiarized to a circle

of American auditors, and the thoughts of these ,,,"orId-fanIed thinkers
are made to take hold upon our cis-Atlantic intellect. Dr. Rauch, in the
,yorks he brought with him, was as by charts enabled to point out the
respective positions of the contending posts of European thought, and
as one who had surveyed the whole field of the contest, could say what
had been severally gained by the one, and lost by the other.

America, at that time, was still adhering to the nude dogmatism oi
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to leave YoJk, he resigned his professorship in the senlinary,
but upon t~e earnest solicitation of S.ynod, was afterwards
prevailed upon to resume his professorship. He did so,
however, ,vi~h the dis"4inct understanding, that his services
should simply be regarded as temporary. In October of
the fol1owin~ year, at the meeting of the general Synod, Dr.
Mayer agai4 tendered his resignation, which was accepted.
From that t~me till his death he continued to reside in York,
and was engaged, as far as health would permit, in preparing
several works for the press.

As a pr~acher, Dr. Mayer was learned and faithful. In
the early p,rt of his ministry it was his custom to write and
~ommithis :isermons; but in his later years be preached chiefly
extempora~eously. His. preaching was plain, practical and
impressive.i In the delivery of his serrnons he was mea
sured, earn~st, and always very serious. His style was clear,
chaste, and! adapted to the conlprehension of his auditors;
often argutnentative, and ,at tirnes very powerful. Being
possessed :f a clear, logical mind, he was very happy in his

creeds, aban oned by the philosophic mind of tIle world for near a cen
tury. Its i tellectual status at that period, ,vas but littl~ developed
in the directi n of metaphysical inquiry and philosophical research; and,
indeed, the ~ade of collegiate training seemed to aim at nothing higher
than a prep~tation for practical life and the distribution of inherited
opinions. r"flhat, it must be confessed, is too truly even yet the caso; but
with the me~ting of Drs. Rauch and Nevin at Mercersburg, a new spirit
arose upon J'merican soil. It was the spirit of inquiry, and the saIne
that served n Descartes for the cOlnplete ovt3rthrowof scholasticism.
'The ne,Y spi it grew and advanced, and lSome ye~trs afterwards found its
main footho d in Lancaster county. It gerluinated in ·what is kno'wn as
the }\iercers urg school of theology, but that is simply one phase of the
influence fo ltnvi,ng the dissenlinatioll of the new principle.

The war f the A_merican schol'1stics against the new school of thought
was COlnlle ced, ;cl,1Hl, w~th bcarce ail intornl1ssion, has been continued up
till the pres -'ui. Our county in the removal of the Theological seminary
of the Gern an Refornled church, during 1871, fr0ID Mercersburg to I-lan
caster, has! become a centre of thought-distinction, whose existence
dare not b~ unrecognized. From it will continue to emanate an influ
ence poten~on American life and thinking, to,vards the building up of
a clear syrematic and rounded philosophy )\"'hich can turn all the
weapons ofl a puerile scholastic dogmatism.

The marl from whom, in a large measure, this influence has flown,
Dr. Frederrk A. Rauch, and whose remains lie in Lancaster, was born
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explanations of the Scriptures, and in setting forth their true
sense. lIe had somevvhat a taste for lecturing, and his ex
positions of the sacred oracles were, in general, very clear
and forcible.

As a professor, Dr. Mayer was eminently qualified. For
thirteen years he filled the chair of professor of theology,
and a part of this time gave instruction also in the IIebr~w

language and church 4istory. Like many of our eminent
men, he was chiefly indebted to his untiring industry for his
ripe scholarship. He was a fine linguist, and had made him
self familiar with the various European systerns of theology
and philosophy. He ,vas a fine G-erman scholar, and he per
used lnany of the works which emanated from that land of
scholars and deep thinkers. His mind was adlnirably
adapted to the study of biblical antiquities, hermeneutics,
exegesis, and didactic and pastoral theology. Few, perhaps,
surpassed him in sermonizing, and in preparing and dictating
skeletons {)f sermons. If a skeleton prepared and read by a
student was not au fa~'t, it underwent a remodel ing imnledi-

in Hesse-Darmstadt, July 27th, 1806. At the age of fifteen he became
a student of 1r'larburg, where he took his diploma in 182;. A.fterwards
he spent some tiule at Giessen and Heidelberg. Upon leaving Heidel
berg he becanle professor extraol'dinary in the university of Geissen,
being at the tinle twenty-four years of age. Possessing a temperanlent
that could ill repress real sentirnent, he gave utterance to vie'ws offensive
to the governing po,vcrs, and his safety required on his part a voluntary
self-expatriation. He came to Alnerica in the fall of 1831, having just
completed the twenty-fifth year of his age. lIe spent his first year in
Easton, Pa., where he applied himself assiduously to the learning of the
English language. I-lis stores of classical and philosophical learning
were at this tinle of little avail, and he derived the Inost hnmediate
advantage to hin1.self from his knowledge of lunsic, of which he ,vas a
master. He procured his support. by giving lessons on the piano. In
June, 1832" he went to York, Pa., and took charge of the classical school,
then an appendage of. the Theological selninary, in which capacity he
labored up to 1835. In this latter year he Il'loved to }"Iercersburg, and was
chosen president of ~larshall College. In this reSl)(Hlsible position he

.continued to labor, in the nlidst of great difficulties and discol1ragenlents,
up till the time of his death, which occurred March 2d, 1841. His
remains, after resting in Mercersburg for eighteen years, were brought
to Lancaster in 18,39, and no-w lie in front of Franklin and l\:larshall
college 'edifice. Lancaster you should he proud that your earth forms
the nrn of one of Germany's noble band of philosophic thinkers.
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ately, or wa altogether laid aside and another dictated at once.
To his clas he seemed always prepared on the topics of the
recitation, *nd perfectly at home on all collateral matters
claiming attention. On subjects connected with personal

I

piety, he ~as in the habit of speaking to the students, and
embraced ¢very fitting opportunity to give them counsel
and to urgt upon them the importance of a prayerful and
holy life. !

Dr. May~:r edited for many years, with great acceptance,.
the MagaZ~;'e and JIessenger of the German Reformed church,
and occasio ally contributed ably written articles for some"
of the lea ing American reviews. Among his published
works, are !those on the Sin against the Holy Ghost; Lec
tures on ScrJiiptural Subfects, and his H2'story of the German
Reformed cturch. He died August 25th, 1849.

MAYE~,NATHANIEL, was elected a member of the Legis
lature in thF years 1862 and 1863.

Mc~~LISlrrER, ARCHIBA.LD, was a Inember of the Legisla
ture in, the :Iyear 1820.

McALISrrER,. JACOB, was elected County Commissioner in
the year 1~32.

McOA~liNT, JOHN, was a member of the Legislature in
th8 years 1~24 and 1827. In 1826 he was the Democratio
competitor ~f James Buchanan for Oongress.

McCLE~RY, C.AHPENTER, was elected Clerk of Quarter
Sessions an~ Oyer and Terminer in the year 1845.

¥cOIJU E, JOSEPH, was elected to the Legislature jn the
years 1840 nd 1841.

McCUL OCIl, W1L, was a member of the Legislature in
the year 18; O.

McEVot, PATRICK, an extensive contractor and banker,
wa~ born a~ Millick, Queens county, Ireland. He emigrated
to America Ifriendless, and found employment with a rail..

I

road contra~tor in a su.bordinate position. Having shown a
rare acuten~ss in busiriess, he was encouraged to embark in
contracting,! and in this he proved rernarkably fortunate. In
a few years e became one of the most extensive contractors
in the coun ry, and had large contracts in the construction
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of the Pennsylvania railroad, the New York and Erie rail ..
road, and the Susquehanna and Tide Water canal; he was·
also a contractor on a railroad in New Jersey. It was he
who built the section of the Pennsylvania Central railroad'
at Kittaning point, which is A regarded by railroad men as one'
of the finest pieces of work in the United States. l\fr. Mc
Evoy lived many years near the city of Lancaster, and was:
a man highly esteemed and respected. In 1864 he was the
Democratic elector for this district on the Presidential ticket.
He was a director of the old Lancaster bank, and filled
numerous other official positions of trust. At the tim~of his
de8Jth he was engaged in completing a very heavy contract
for the Philadelphia and Erie railroad company, 'in construct·
ing Bennet's branch railway, eighteen miles in length, at
Driftwood. He died February 1st, 1870, in the sixtyafifth
year of his age.

*McGOWANFA1fILY. John McGowan emigrated from
Ireland about the time of the last war with England, when
quite young. He was an enterprising and intelligent man,
and by his persevering industry and good character, rose
from being a clerk to an extensive manufacturer of iron in
Sadsbury township. I-Ie was united in marriage about the
year 1830 with Oatharine, the daughter of William and Sarah
Knott, and settled on a farm which he purchased in the
valley. He died in the year 1851, leaving his widow with
nine sons and five daughters, who are all living at the pres ..
ent time (except one which died in infancy.) The family
now own most of the original tract of Moses Musgrove in the
valley. They are the wellaknown) highly respectable Me·
Gowan farnily, among whom are William McGowan, esq.t
John McGowan and Joseph McGowan, late assistant asses
sor of internal revenue.

McGRANN, JOlIN, brother of Richard McGrann, was an
enterprising business man and contractor.

McGRANN, RICIIARD, a prominent contractor, who died
October 14th, 1867, aged seventy years. The following is
from the Philadelphia Press:

"Richard lVlcGrann ,vas well known in Pennsylvania as one of thQ

*Contributed by Isaac Walker, of Sadsbury.
28

•
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nlost enterp. ising and courageous contractors in the State. The elegant
bridge whicll spans the Schuylkill at the end of Chestnut street, Phila
delphia, is ~ lasting and most creditable nlonument of his labor. The
pennSYlvanIa and Northern Central railroads, as ,yell as many other lines
testify to hi energy and success. At the thne of his death he was en
gaged on a 1 rge and handsome railroaa bridge near Easton. lIe came
from Ireland ·when a young man, poor and friendless. He was a man of
controning~-eightin his county, and the head of a large and substantial
family conn'ction. He was a gentleInan of ,varm iUlpulses, unimpeach
able integri~y, and great public spirit."

He was la delegate to the Democratic State Convention in
1863. i

McLE~EGAN, ZEPHANIAH, appointed Prothonotary III

1839. •
McMIL~AN, JOHN,a member of the Legislature in 1776.

McSPAjRREN, JAMES, elected Commissioner in 1806.

MEHAiFFEY, Gl£ORGE W., was elected Oommissioner in
:1871. I

MEHA FEY, HUGH, was appointed Register of Wills in
1836.. ~

MERC R, CAPT. J. Q., was born in Sadsbury township,
and belon s to Quaker ancestry. He was engaged in teach..
ing school when the firing upon Fort Sumpter roused the
country t, arms. He immediately enlisted for the three
months' service in company K, of 20th regiment (Scott
Legion). Upon the expiration of this service he reenlisted as
3d duty se~geant in cornpany P, 28th Pennsylvania volunteer
infantry, a~ld served in the same until after the battle of i\n
tietarn,-w~en the company was transferred and made a part
of the 14~th volunteer infantry. His cOTHpany afterwards
formed patt of the arulY of the Cumberland, under the com
mand of Qten. Hooker. lIe was with his company and a
participan~ in many of the hard fought battles of the rebel
lion, and ~mongst these, Lookout Mountain, Antietam, Mis
sion ltidg¢, ChancellorsviIIe, Ringgold, Resaca, Gettysburg,
Snicker's Gap, and Pine Knob. In the latter engagement he
was wour~ded in the right leg above the knee, June 16th,
1864, hav~ng been previously commissioned captain of his
company, !June 8th of the same year. On account of this
wound heiwas necessitated to suffer amputation of his right
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leg, and after a hospital confinement of some months was
discharged from service, March 2d, 1865. In October of
1866 he was nominated and elected clerk of the orphans'
court of Lancaster county, the duties of which office he dis-
charged to the satisfactioll()f the public. .

MERCER, JAMES, was a member of the Legislature in
the years 1781, 1782, 1783 and 1784.

MICHAEL, WILLIAM, was elected clerk of the Quarter
Sessions in the year 1830.

MILLER, DAVID, was elected Sheriff of Lancaster county
in the year 1785, and held the same for three years. He was
·elected to the Legislature in 1789. He was also elected to
the State Senate in 1794, and in 1801 returned again to the
Legislature.

MILLER, GEN. HENRY, a native of Lancaster county, was
,a conspicuous officer of the American arnlY during the
Revolutionary war. lIe was engaged in many of the hard
fought battles of that stirring period. He was born in the
year 1741, and died at Carlisle in the year 1824.

*MILI-.JER, HENRY, was born in l~eading, Berks county,
Pa., December 18th, 17'74, came to Manheim in 1803, where
he carried on the hatting business. During life, being of a
domestic, quiet disposition, he meddled little with public
affairs. In 1826 the Federal party, to which he belonged,
nominated him for a seat in the Legislature without hig
knowledge or consent. When apprised of it, he first de
clined; after considerable persuasion, his friends succeeded
in having him. accept the nornination. He was elected and
served the session of 1826-27. In 1827 he was again
nominated for the same position. At this tinle parties
were closely divided between Democrats and Federals.
General Jackson being nonlinated for President, strengthened
the Democratic party considerably in the county, and he was
this time defeated. He spent the remainder of his life in
private, much respected in the community in which he was
so well known. He died May 11th, 1847, aged 73 years,
7 months and 21 days.

*Oontributed by Abraham Kauffman.
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1'lILLE ,, JOHN, a farmer of Manheim township, was
elected Cou~ty Commissioner in the year 1839. He was one
of the earlf anti-slavery men of his district; a great friend
of the free' chool system, when his township was opposed
to it; and n advocate of the cause of temperance. He was
one of the ost devoted friends of Thaddeus Stevens in the
county. B sides agricultural pursuits, he latterly carried on
the busines of milling. .

'MILLEI{, MARTIN, was elected County Commissioner in

the year itS.
MILLE ,TOBIA.S H. t was elected Recorder of Deeds in

the year 1 54.
MILES, POLONEL DA VID, is a native of Franklin county,

Pa., born i~' 1831. In his youth he worked upon a farm,
then learn d the tin and sheet-iron business, which he fol.
I01Ned till ,he breaking out of the rebellion. He went out
as orderly &ergeant of the Lancaster Fencibles in the three
months serrice, and after this term of dut.y had expired, he
again marc~ed as First Lieutenant of company B of the 69th
regiment of Pennsylvania volunteers, under Oaptain Duch
man. Upon the promotion of Oaptain Duchrnan to be Lieu..
tenant Ool~nel of the regiment, Lieutenant Miles took his
place as-Captain, and afterwards succeeded him as Lieutenant
Colonel wbj'en the former left the army. He participated in
the battlesjor Perryville, Stone River and Chickamauga, in
which last pe was taken prisoner, and was detained as such in
Libby Prispn, ·Richmond, at Macon, Georgia, and at Oharles
ton, South I! Oarolina. After being exchanged, he served in
Sherman's~amousmarch to the sea in command of a brigade,
and fough in the battle of Bentonville, where he was
wounded, !esides many other minor engagements. He was
discharged ilfrom service with the rank of Colonel by brevet.
In 18(?6 11 was nominated and elected register of wills of
Lancaster pounty, the duties of "Thich he discharged for
three years.

MITOH,LL, JAMES, was elected a member of the Legis
lature in t~e years 1729,1744,1745 and 1746.

MOHLEtR, JOHN, was a member of the Legislature in the
years 1801 and 1802.
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MOHLER, SA1IUEL, was a member of the Legislature in
the year 1827.

MONTGOMERY,JOHNR.,! was one of the ablest lawyers
.and finest pleaders that ever practiced at the Lancaster bat.
A cotemporary, writing of him, says: "I-fis mind was well
schooled and disciplined in a knowledge of all of our politi
cal institutions, in the varied systems which prevail under
the con~titutionsand legislation of the different States; with
a thorough knowledge of the adjudications of the national
.and State tribunals, and with all these qualifications he
possessed, in an eminent degree, that untiring assiduity,
energy and integrity which are necessary to discharge the
high responsibilities that devolve u.pon'the profession. In
the inferIor and in the superior courts, in every position in
which he was placed in the profession, he displayed that
legal learning that marked him as one of the ablest men of
the State and nation." James Buchanan, in speaking of the
,case of Reichenbach VB. Reichenbach, which was the last in
which he ever appeared as an attorney, and which had been
prepared for trial by John R. Niontgomery, said it was the
best prepared case he had ever known. On another occa
sion he rernarked to a legal friend, that "of all the lawyers
he had ever encountered in the trial of a cause, John R.
Montgon1ery seerned to him the weightiest." He died N ovem
ber 3d, 1854. The subject of our notice yet lives fresh in
the memor.y of the members of the profession and people
,of Lancaster city and county, and throughout Pennsylvania;
and whenever ability vvith oratory cornbined are being esti
mated, as to members of the Lancaster bar, amongst groups
of legal gentlen1en, a trio of brilliant names always associated
are sure to be mentioned, those of John R. Mongomery, George
Washington Barton and Washingtoll Hopkins.
MONr~rGU~lERY, JOSEPH, the father of John R. Mont

gomery, esq., was a Inember of the Legislature in the year

1 When, in September, 1824, Gen. Lafayette visited Lancaster, John
R. Montgomery engrossed much of his attention; and 'when he left
Lancaster the latter escorted him in his carriage, dra"\vn by match greys,
a~ far as Port Deposit, ~Iarylancl. On their ",~a,y they stopped at the
Black Bear tavern, and at "that place lllet ,vith several of his old soldiers
.of the Revolution, and he shook hands with theln for the last time.

PA-Genealogy



398 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

1782. Hei carried on the busines of blacksmithing, and also
farming. ~he following anecdote is tol.d as regards him:
Being a strlict Presbyterian, his family had been in the'habit
of never p~eparing supper on Sunday. Having an Irishman
~s a journ~yman blacksmith in his employ, the latter was
told that it ,vas the custom of the family to have no supperr
as there 'Y~S no work going on. 'The journeyman had been
used to SJnday suppers, and, going out to the blackslnith
shop, he be~anwork hammering upon the anvil as usual. Mr..
Montgomery going to the shop, asked the Irishman what all
that Ineant~ as" he did not allow working on Sunday. The
Irishman r~plied, that .he had been told that he could get no
supper unlFss he worked, and that he desired. The journey
Inan had ~o occasion further to begin \vorking in order to
get his Sulhday supper.

MOORE, ANDRE\V, brother of John and Thomas Moore,
came from, Ireland in the year 1723, and settled near Sads
bury township, Lancaster county. He was a man of great
piety, of i+domitable courage and energy of character, and
was in po~session of considerable means. He purchased
large tractf of lands lying on both sides of the Octoraro,
and shortly after his arrival built the first mill in the south·
west, near IPenningtonville, Chester county, the old remains
of which ~re yet visible. Although his own residence "ras
on the Ch9ster c.ounty side, yet his improve~ents extended
into both countIes. He erected another mIll on the west
side of th~ creek, and other substantial buildings, sorne of
w hicb are I yet standing. He was chiefly instrumental in
establish~dg the ]'riends' meeting-house, at " Old Sadsbury,'"
in 1724, a~d his descendants stood at the head of the society
for upwar4s of one hundred years.* He had seven sons and
two daugh~ers, all of whom reared families. His sons were
James, Darid, John, Robert, Andrew, v\Tilliam and Joseph;
and his d~ughter, Sarah, married to William Trulnan, and
Rachel, th~ wife of John 'l'ruman. Andrew ~loore lived to
a very a~vanced age, and left sixty-seveR grandchildren,
several of w40m attained to the age of 100 years. T~e

only survi[Vor among the grandchildren, is Phcebe Wicker·
*retros:pect of early Quakerirm, by Dr. Michener.
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sham, who, in 1870, was in the 85th year of her age. Andrew
and Isaac Moore, of Sadsbury, Lancaster county, and Henry
Moore, of Chester county, are amongst his descendants, who
still own and occupy parts of the original purchases of land
made by their early ancestor.

*MOORE, JAMES, son of Andrelyv Moore, was born in Ire
land, 1716, and came over 1Nith his parents in 1723. He
married Ann, daughter of Jeremiah and Rebecca Starr, about
1740. He was alnong the leading pioneers in the settlement
of Sads.bury,! and was a very pious and worthy man. The
old mill below Christiana was re-built by him, and he erected
thO$e substantial stone dwellings along the Octoraro which,
tog~her with the mill, have been standing in good condition
for more than one hundred y.ears. Most of the old improve
ments in that neighborhood were built by himself and his
family. James }vIoore was a minister in the society of
Friends, and labore9- greatly for the advance of truth and
righteousness, not only among those of his o,vn society, but
amongst others. He contributed largely for the purpose of
erecting the present meeting-house at Sadsbury, about the
year 1760, and afterwards bequeathed a large sum of money
in care of the society, the interest of which was to b·e applied

1 The first land purchased from the proprietors in Sadsbury township,
and perhaps ,vithin the present liInits of Lancat;ter county, is part of
what is known at present as the "Pownall tract," lying vvest of the
Octoraro, in the great valley about one lnile south of Christh~na, and
containing about 300 acres. It was conveyed by Willialn Penn to ·John
ICennerly, of Shavvallgta, (or Sha,vanatown), and the deed bears the
date of the year 1691. The deed is still retained in the Po,vnall family
,vith the nalne of Willialn Penn attached thereto. This tract was after...
,yards purchased from Kennerly by Constantine Overton in the year 1796,
and by hiln re-sold in the year 1708 to George Pierce, of Concord, Ches...
ter county. The latter, in company w"ith Robert Pyle, ,,'as appointed
by the quarterly meeting at Chester, to go down to Nottinghanl for
the purpose of establishing a nleeting there. Retrospect of Early
Quakerism, p. 254. While at Nottingham he Inet with friends who
expressed a desire to visit the Indians in the western parts of Chester
county and at the Susquehanna, and he accompanied them. They
traveled through the 'woods and ,vere kindly received by the Indians at
Conestoga.

At that time the Sha"ranese had wigwams along the banks of the

*The sketches of the ~loore Fanlily w'ere contributed by Isaac 'Valker,
of Sadsbury.
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to the edu tation of the children of members in low circum
stances; b;ut provided it was not needed in the society, then
it should be appropriated for the educa'tion of others. who
were not members, without regard to color j this Inoney re..
mains a school fund in the hands of the society to the pres
ent day. }ir. Moore was a man of herculean strength, who
was able ~o.... carry nine bushels of corn up the mill steps at
,one time. I He was able to take a fifty·six pound weight on
each of hi~ little fingers and tOlluh them together over his
hea'd.* . I '

He mar~ied his fourth wife when 75 years of age, and also
survived ~er. He died in the year 1810, aged 94 years, and
his descendants comprise a large and respectable portion of
theCitize~1of Sadsbury, Lampeter, Columbia, and many other
places. J mes l\loore had, by his first wife, fOUf sons and
two daugh ers, all of whom attained to considerable age and
raised fa ilies. His sons "vere Andrew, Jeremiah, John,
and Doctor James Moore; and the daughters, Rebecca inter..
Inarried wt;h John Cooper, the father of Calvin, Jeremiah,
James, Joh ,and William Cooper; and Ann, who was married
to Asabel alker, the grandfather of Joseph C. Walker, of
Salisbury, land of Isaac V\Talker, of Sadsbury.

MOOR~, JOHN, brother of Andrevv and Thomas Moore,

Octoraro, an~ an Indian village called" Old Shawana town." I~upp's
I-listory of ~ancaster, p. 42. It ,vas probably on this visit that George
Pierce first ~iscoYeredthis tract of land, 'which he purchased ~,nd settled
on two yea,r~ afterwards. lIe was alnollg the very first pioneers who
made a sUbs~antial settlement in Lancaster county. Meetings of wor
ship were he~d at the house 0f George Pierce, near the residence of the
late JoselJh B,ownall, many years before the meeting at" Old Sadsbury"
was establis~ed, and these meetings were attended hy the JVlusgroves,
the Leonard~ and other early Quakers. 'rhe old grave yard \vhich had
been laid out!, on land now owned by Levi Scarlet, 4 rods square, was re
served in th~ patent given by William Penn to Moses ~Iusgrove, (the
original pat,nt is no"\\r in the hands of the JVlcGo,van family.) At the
time of the organization of Lancaster county, Caleb Pierce, son of
George Pierqe, was a11pointed one of the associate justices of the Lan
,caster count~ Court, and 11eld other inlportant trusts. Some years after-
v"rards they' ~Eld out to the 1\-1usgroves and renloved to Fallo'wfield, Ches
ter county, Cl1nd their descendants in both counties are numerous and
'Tespectable ; iamong the nunlber is the well knO'l\Tll George Pierce, of
.Bart to-'\Yllshir.

! *Friends IHiscellany, vol. vi., p. 45.
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purchased the Christiana tract in the year 1727, which had
been patented by Philip I-fowelJ in 1702 and 1703. John
Moore left no children, and willed his proper~y to Thomas
Moore, his brother, in 1728, who sold it to Oalvin Cooper
about six years afterwards.

MOORE, THOMAS, brother of Andrew and John Moore,
was an early pioneer in the settlement of the eastern section
of Lancaster county. He came from Ireland and settled in
Sadsbury township, at a very early day. He had erected
the 'fir8t grist mill on the Brand'ywine creek before the year
1718, from which a public road led to Philadelphia, called
the King's highway.* At a council held at Philadelphia,
May 29th, 1718, a petition of several of the inhabitants of
:and near Conestoga, was presented, setting forth the great
necessity of a road to be laid out from Conestoga to Thomas
Moore's mill and the Brandywine; and the board having
taken said petition into consideration, appointed Isaac Tay
lor, John Taylor, John Cartlidge, Ezekiel Harlen, Thomas
Moore, Joseph Cloud, (of Pequea), and William 1'Iarsh, to
layout said road, and make report thereof to the Board, in
order to be 'confirmed.t

MORRISON FAMILY. Samuel and James Morrison,
brothers, settlers originally in Drulnore tewnship, about
1717 or 1718. They emigrated from the North of Ireland.
Each of thenl took up considerable tracts of land. Samuel
lived with his brother and his family, and died leaving no
heirs. James Morrison had t\VO sons, named James and
Daniel, both of vvhom were prominent men in: their day.
James Morrison, jr., was a captain of the militia, and served
for a time as a soldier of the Revolution. He was a member
of the Legislature in the years 1791, 1792, 1793, and 1795.
His SOll, Daniel, was also a member of the Legislature in the
years 1818 and 1819. Sarnuel1llorrison served in the Legis
lature in the years 1822 and 1824; and George Morrison in
the years 1845 and 1846. George was born in 1789, and
'died in 1860. George ~forrjson ,vas an extensive cattle and
,Sheep grazier, and an influential man in the community..

•

*001. Records, vol. iii., p. 142. tOol. Records, vol. iii., p. 43.
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110SHE ,JERE~fIAH,a blacksmith in Lancaster for many
years. He served under /'Arnold in the attempt to storIn
Quebec, ana was one of the forlorn hope which penetrated
to the works in wbat was called the lower town. All his
companion~were killed or wounded but himself, and being
taken pris~ner, was afterwards released, and served in the
American larIny till the close of the Revo~ution, and then
retired cov~red with honorable scars. He carried on black..
smithing eftensively in Lancaster, and did most of the work
for the d]ffel'ent stage lines running from Philadelphia
through Lancaster to Pittsburg. He was a man of excellent
character 11nd good judgment. He was a mernber of the
Legislatur~ in 1815 and in 1818. He was elected colonel in
1812. Be was buried with the honors of war, and a horse
upon whi~b hi~ regimentals were placed, was led in his
funeral pr~cession.

MUHL~NBERG,FREDERICK AUGUSTUS, ~{. D., was born
in Lancas~;er city, Pao, March 14th, 1795. Having attained
an educat

6

on, he, studied medicine under the instruction of
the celebr ted Dr. Rush, and graduated with high honors at
the univetsity of Pennsylvania, April 9th, 181.4. He im..
mediately! began the practice of his profession in Lancaster,
being butl19 years of age; and be was not slow in winning
his way tp public confidence, and establishing for himself a
large and /lucrative practice. In 1821 he received from Gov
ernor Hi~ter the appointment of prothonotary of Lancaster
county, an office he held until succeeded in 1823 by N. W. Sam
ple. He ~as for many years president of the old Lancaster
Bank, an to himself and James Evans, cashier of the institu
tion, was t o,ving that the old corporation enjoyed for a long
time a hOgh degree of popularity and business prosperity.
He serve; as trustee and treasurer of the old Ifranklin.
college for many years, and exerted the weight of his influence

. in securi~g the rernoval of N[arshall college to this place,
and the consolidation of the two institutions into the present
Franklin !land Marshall college. Upon the establishment of
the State Lunatic Asylum at Harrisburg, he ,vas named as
one of the trustees, a position he held until relieved at hie

, own reql}est. He bad no political aspirations, but owing to
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his great personal popularity, he was often urged to become
the candidate of his party for office, but usually declined.
On one occasion he was the candidate of the Democratic
party against Thaddeus Stevens for Congress. He gave his
steady attention to the business of his profession for a period
of over fifty years, and for a long time ranked as one of the
t,vo leading physicians of Lancaster. Even in his later years,
when physical infirlnity required of him to relinquish the
most of his business, a large number of his old patients still
clung to him, and anxiously sought bis professional advice.

Upon the breaking out of the Southern rebellion, he gave
his adhesion to the war party in favor of the restoration of
the Union of the States, and thenceforth acted with the
Republican organization. He lent his influence towards the
establish~entof the Union League in Lancaster, and acted
as its first President. For man.y years he was, perhaps, the
leading member of the Trinity Lutheran church, of which
he \vas a steady and consistent member. In all charitable
and benevolent lnovernents, Dr. Muhlenberg always bore a
prominent part, and but fe,v enterprises of importance were
inaugurated unless he was first consulted. He died July 5th,
1867, in the 73d year of his age.

MUHLENBERG, HENRY ERNST, the youngest son of
Henry l\lelchoir 1vfuhlenberg and his wife, Anna ~Iaria, (a
daughter of .the celebrated Conrad Weiser,) ,vas born in
Montgomery, Pa., November 17th, 1753. He attained the
rudiments of an education in his native village, and" after
his parents renloved to Philadelphia, he attended the 8ch0018
of that city. In 1763 he and his elder brothers were sent to
Europe, and were entered as pupils in the orphan house of
Halle. He here pursued his studies, and obtained a know
ledge of the Latin, Greek, Hebrew and French languages.
In 1769 he entered the university, 'vhere he rernained for
one year, and returned to America in Septen1.ber, 1770. In.
the following Inonth he was ordained b..y the Synod of Penn
sylvania, at Reading, and becanle his father's assistaJ!lt,
preaching in Philadelphia, Barren I-lill, and in the churches
on the Raritan. On the 4th of April, 1774, he was elected
minister of the Philadeiphia congregation, ,vhich position he
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held until the British obtained possession of Philadelphia,
when he r~tired to Ne\v Provjdence. During the period of
the Revolution his situation was tr3,nsitory for a tinle, and until
he accepte~ the charge of the Trinity Lutheran Church in
Lancaster, ~n 1780. Here he spent thirty.:five years of useful.
and active I life in lninisterial duty, and until the shaft of
death removed him from the sphere of his usefulness, May
23d, 1815. I The University of Pennsylvania conferred upon
him the d~gree of doetor of diviRity, a merited tribute to
his learnil1g and varied attainrnents. As a theologian, he
ranked antongst the ablest in the Lutheran church of
America. ! In the study of natural science he evinced a great
fondness, erpecially in botany, and was named by Dr. Bald
win, the Arer~·can Linnceus. He was, in 1804, honored by
a visit froni the distinguished scientist and traveler, Alex
ander VOll! Humboldt. He prepared and published an
English an~ German lexicon and granlmar, in 2 vols. He
wrote the I "Catalogus PlantaruIll" and the "Descriptio
Uberior Gtamil1Unl," works frequently quotfTd by botanical
writers in Europe and America. He has also left consider
able manuscript materials on theology and ethics.

*MUSG~OVE FAMILY. John, Aaron, Moses, Thomas
,and Abrah~ln ~lusgrove, were the first settlers in the valley
of SadsbLlry, Lancaster county. Their warrant bears date
in the year,1713. They purchased nearly all the land in that
rich valley lrom George and Caleb Pierce, cleared off their
land, and e1ected themselves residences, some of which stand
to the pres¢nt day. They were members of the society of
Friends, an~ attended the nleetings for worship at the house
of George fierce for many years before the establishment of
the meetin~-houseat old Sad8bury. rr'he old Musgrove bury
ing groulld !v'r~as expressJy reserved by Moses Musgrove, vvhen,
in 1747, hel sold the land to Sal11uel "Tillia.ms. It was on

. the southeajstern part of the place, and is now on the land of
Levi Scarlet. It ,vas kept enclosed with a fence \vithin the
recollectiol~of the oldest inhabitants, but having fallen into
sacrilegiou~ hands, it was plowed up long since with the
cultivated field.

~*Contributed by Isaac Walker~ of Sadsbury.
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JOHN MUSGROVE, Sf., was a valuable and worthy member
of society, and stood among the most prominent of the early
pioneers in the settlement of Lancaster county. At a coun
cil held at Philadelphia, October 15th, 1726, a petition of
divers inhabitants about Pequea,> in the county of Chester,
was presented~ setting forth that, by an order of Ohester
court, a road had been laid out through the township of
Pequea, over hills, swamps, rocks, &c" to the great inconve
nience of travelers and the said inhabitants, \vhich road is
that which leads from Thomas Mill's place towards the town
ship of Donegal, and therefore the petitioners pray, that six
good men may be appointed to view the said road, and
malce such alterations therein as may be necessary for the
public service. This petition being considered, it was
ordered that John Wright, George Aston, Samuel Blunston,
Samuel Rutt, John Musgrove and ]~dmund Cartlidge, or a
majority of them, view the same road, and particularly that
part leading through the township of Pequea, (now Strai
burg, &c.) and make such alterations therein as rnay seem to

them most just and reasonable for the public service, and
make return of their proceedings herein to this board.
Colonial Record, Vol. iii, p. 263.

John Musgrove was appointed a commissioner in -the year 
1728-29, to divide the count.y of Chester, at the time that
Lancaster county was stricken ofI from Chester and organ
ized. He was elected a rnember of the general Assembly
for the years 1730-31. His son, John 11usgrove, sr.,
served on the first grand jury in Lancaster, November,
1730. After having conveyed bis lands to his sons, t.he old
homestead to his son James Nlusgrove, he died about the
year 1737, and was buried in the valley, at Musgrove's old
burying-place. TIe "vas in all respects one of the most
worthy and exemplary men of his time.

AARON MUSGROVE was also a worthy and serviceable citi
zen among the early settlers of Sadsbury. He was the orig
inal purchaser of a large tract of land in the valley (includ
ing that now owned by Levi Pownall.) He was one of the
most influential rnen in that early settlement, and ,vas greatly
instrumental in procuring roads to be laid out, some of
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which yet bear his name. In the year 1738 he became a
member o~ the Sadsbury meeting of Friends~ In 1754 he
.sold his larids and relnoved and settled at New Garden, Ches
ter county, Pa. His son, Aaron Musgrove, was married to
Ann, the d~ughter of James and Alice Smith, of Lampeter
to\vnship, itt 1757. His grandson, Aaron Musgrove, was the
leader of t~e party that captured, in the year 1788, those
notorious 8.esperadoes and outlaws, Abraham and Levi
Doane, wh~ were hanged at Ph'iladelphia on the 24th of
September of that year. l See Col. Record, vol. xv., p. 502.

MOSES MUSGROVE was also a -valuable member of society
among the first settlers of Sadsbury. He was well educated
and did much to render the wilderness a fit dwelling-place
for civilized men. After he had labqred for more than thirty
years in th~ settlenlent of Sadsbury, in hig declining years
he sold hi~ estate to Samuel \Villiams, and removed to
Fallow:field~ in Chester county. It is now owned and occu ..
pied by Lekri Scarlet, and that large and respectable family
of the McGowans.

THOIVIAS: and ABRAHA}\JI MUSGROVE were also valuable
I

members of the Friends' society, about the time Sadsbury

monthly l'eting was first established; and after having the
names of t eir sons and daughters enrolled in the records of
that meeti g, they removed and settled at Darby, near Phil
,adelphia, inj 1749. Their lands are now owned by Truman
Cooper, J.l, D. Carothers, esq., William Spencer, esq., Levi
and Henr~ Pownall, the McGowans, John Allen, Calvin
Carter and i others. But a snlall remnant of their descend..
ants reside jat the present time in Lancaster county.

MUSSE~, GEORGE, was born July 11th, 1777, and died
May 2~th, !1868. lIe went out as a Lieutenant in the war

1 Philadelp~ia, Thursday, July 31st, 1788, before the Ron. Peter
Muhlenberg, iesq., Vice President, and the Board: Upon the opinion
of the Attorl~ey General, now received in favor of the clainl of Aaron
Musgrove ant ,others, to the reward offered by proclanlation of Council,
dated the 26t 1 of July, 1784, for apprehending and securing Abraham
Doane and L vi Doane. Resolved, that two orders be drawn 011 the
Treasurer in ravor of Aaron J\Iusgrove, Thomas Taylor, Benjamin Mil
ler, William ~Vebb and John ~iorrh:;on, for the sum of one hundred
pounds each,1 being the reward offered as aforesaid, for apprehending
and securing IAbraham and Levi Doane.

I
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of 1812, and was promoted to the rank of Captain; He was
for many years a director of the branch bank of Pennsyl
vania, located at Lancaster. He was elected one of the
board of county commissioners in 1814. He was, with
Wm. Oooper and John Bomberger, security for Wm. Ham
ilton, when he was elected treasurer of Lancaster county.
He served for many years as an alderman of Lancaster.
He was for nearly sixty years a member of the vestry of
Trinity Lutheran church, and for a nU'mber of years one of
the three trustees, an office only bestowed upon the oldest
and most respected members.

MUSSER, HENRY, elected Olerk of Qu~rter Sessions in
1860.

MUSSER, JOHN, a member of the Legislature in 1820.

MUSSER, MICHAEL, elected County Commissioner in
1802.

MUSSELMAN, HENRY, e1ected County Uommissioner in
1848.

MUSSELMAN, MICHAEL, elected County Contlnissioner
in 1830.

MYERS, FREDERICK, elected Sheriff of Lancaster county
in 1869.

MYERS, JAMES, is a leading citizen and iron"master of
Lancaster county, and widely reputed for his benevolence
ana Christian charities. His sympathies have eyer strongly
manifested themselves in behalf of the poor and down
trodden. He has on several occasions been spoken of as a
candidate. for Congress, but has informily declined a nomina
tion for this position. He was elected to the Legislature of
Pennsylvania in 1861. .

~fYERS, SAMUEL M., was borti in Rapho townshi.p, Lan
caster county, October 24th, 1824. He is of German de
scent. His great grandfather emigrated from Germany at an
early day, and settled in the northeastern part of the county.
He served abou~ six months as an apprentice to the tailor
ing business, and afterwards went into the mercantile busi-
_ness, in which he continued up to 1860, when he ,vas elected
Clerk of the Orphans' Court.
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N.

NAUMA ,COL. GEORGE, U. S. A., was born in Lancas..
ter, O~tober 7th, 1802. lIe entered the U. S. lVlilitary

Acaderny at West Point, as a cadet, in 1819; in 1821 was
acting assis~ant professor of French in that institution; in
1823 he gra~uated, and the same year was appointed second
lieutenant of the :first regiment of artillery; was assistant in
structor of ~rench at West Point, from September, 1828, to
August, 18$9; pron1oted first lieutenant, May, 1832. He
served conti~uouslyin the Florida war from February, 1836,
to May, 18138, and was distinguished particularly in the.
battle of W~hoo Swamp; captain of first artillery, Febru..
ary, 1837; srrved through the Mexican war under Generals
Taylor and Scott; brevet.major for gallant and meritorious
conduct at ~he battle of Cerro Gordo, April 18th, 1847;
brevet~lieut~nantcolonel for gallant and meritorious conduct
at the battle~ of Contreras and Cherubusco, August 20th,
1847; and was vvounded in the battle of Chapultepec, Sep-

I

tember 8th,l, 1847. He cornmanded the first regiment of
artillery, an was commissioner of pri~e, at Vera Cruz, at
the close of the war, and conducted the evacuation of that
city by the . S. army. lIe served on the Pacific coast from
May, 1854, t,o January, 1861; was promoted major of the
third regimert of artillery, December 24th, 1843, and com
manded thatl regirnent from 1fay, 1854, to March, 1857, and
for seven m~nths in 1860; was inspector of artillery for the
department ~f Oregon and California, from 1859 to 1861,
and conductbd the "artillerv -school at Fort Vancouver in
1860. He ,,~as promoted li~utenant.colonelof the first artil
lery, J ~ly 2~d, 1861, and w~s chief of artillery at N.ewport
News, In M~rch, 1862, durIng the engagement WIth the
Merrimac, Y1orktown, Jamestown, and other rebel steamers,
on which ocqasion he was favorably mentioned by General
Mansfield, in!1 his report of the affair. He was stationed at
Fort Warreyt, in the' harbor of Boston, in 1863, engaged in
placing that lm~ortant work in a proper state of defence..

PA-Genealogy



OF LANCASTER COUNTY. 409

He was promoted colonel of the fifth artillery, August 1st,
1863, and died in Philadelphia, August 11th, 1863, of sun
stroke, his health having been much impaired by exposure
and hardships incident to his long and faithful services.

For forty years he served the United States, and had been
stationed in every section of the Union, participating in three
wars, and in every capacity acquitted himself with hDnor
and distinction. He had just left California, and was with
his family, then residing in ]'lorida, when the rebellion broke
out. He was offered high rank and command by the men
then organizing the new confederacy, but he spurned the
offer, preferring to stand by the flag under which he had so'
often fought. A.s a compliment to his long and distinguished
services, the war department issued the order promoting him...
colonel of the fifth artillery, after they had received official;
notice of his death.

KEALE, THO~IAS, was a member of the Legislature in
1835.

NEVIN, JOHN WILLIAMSON, D.D., was born February
20th, 1803, in Franklin county, Pa. He is descended from
Scotch-Irish ancestry, and one conspicuous in statesmanship
and literature. His paternal grandmother was a sister of
the distinguished Hugh Williamsoa, LL. D., one of the framers
of the United States Oonstitution, and a m'an noted in the re
public of letters. His parents were strict members of the
Presbyterian church, and the subject of this notice waR early
indoctrinated into the religious principles of this influential
and respectable body of Ohristians. His father was a farmer
and a man of strong native ability, who had received a liberal
education, having graduated at Dickinson college, Carlisle,
Pa., then under the presidency of the celebrated Dr. John
Nesbit. The subject of this notice being designed by his
father for one of the learned professions, he was early intro
duced by that parent to the kno\vledge of the Latin and
Greek languages, preparatory to his entering upon a college
career. In the autumn of 1817 he was matriculated as a
student in Union college, New York, then under the presi
dency of Dr. N ott. Although the youngest in his class, he
was able to rival in study any of his classmates, and gradu-

29
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~ted with , onor in 1821. His college course was a severe
Drdeal for bim. Owing to his youth and the close applica
tion he ha~ given to study (for his ambition would not allow
him to be loutstripped by his cJassmates), he left his Alma
Mater wit~ health prostrated, and for the next t\yo years was
,sickly an~ unable to engage in any avocation. When at
college, he;! attended a series of revival meetings conducted
by a Mr. Nettleton, and professing a change of heart, he
united hi~self as a member of the visible church of Christ.

The bO*'ilY prostration that followed his classic career, was
.accompan"ed with dyspeptic ailments, and being advised to
take plent of exercise upon his father's farm in his wander
ings arnongst the fields and woods, he acquired for a time a
taste for bptanical pursuits. He was in the habit of peram
bulating f~r days upon horseback and upon foot in search of
plants andl flowers; and of' these, in a short time, he acquired
quite a collection. This course of life was at the time just
what ,vas: required; and as health began to return, his
thoughts ~ecurred to the fancy scenes of Greece and Rome
once more~ Gradually the study of Cicero and Homer was
again takdn up; and the sweet flowing language of Fenelon
.and Bossu~t, for vvhich he had an especial taste, was now
prosecute4 with greater zeal than ever" Martial arder came
in for a sh~re of recognition also from our youthful ad libitum
;student, atd baying united himself in a military company,
he was unbnimously chosen orderly sergeant.

After his health was found to be quite well restored, and
it "vas perpeived that he was again giving much of his atten
tion to sttidy, he \vas induced, in conformity with the wish
of his fat- er, to take up the study of theology. This had
from the first been the wish of his parent, but was aban
doned wh n he returned from college, utterly bankrupt in
health, an for a long tin1e showed scarcely any signs of re..
turning s rength. Accordingly, in pursuance of this view,
he enter d the theological seminary at Princeton, in the
fall of 18 3. Ever impelled with a longin'g and thirst for
knowledg , he felt an inexpressible pleasure as soon as the

:consecrat d "valls of the seminary had enclosed him. He
thereupo made no haste to prosecute his career with great
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celerity through the seminary, feeling that in this institu
tion a more congenial home existed for him as a student
than might be found in any other pursuit o'f which, as yet,
he had any knowledge. In the regular theological course ..
of the seminary, he took a special interest in oriental and ~

biblical literature, and made great progress in the study of
Hebrew, outstripping in this branch all his classmates.
Before the close of his seminary course, he had read the
whole Bible in Hebrew, and secured the flattering distinc
tion of being universally admitted as the best Hebrew scholar
in the institution. This distinction in Hebrew scholarship
was what formed the turning point \ll his life, and contrib
uted to mould his whole subsequent career. It was owing
to this distinction that he was, in 1826, invited to supply
the place of Dr. Hodge, who had gone on a visit of two years
to Europe for the benefit of the institution. This occupied
his attention for the next two years, at the small salary of
$200 per annum, and it was during this period that he wrote
his Biblical Antiquities, an excellent hand-book of Bible
knowledge, and one which has obtained an extensive circu
lation, not only in America but also in Europe. Upon the
return of Dr'. Hodge from Europe in 1828, his duties ex-"
pired at Princeton, and in October of the same year he was
licensed to preach the Gospel by the Carlisle Presbytery;
and to this he now devoted himself for the next year in a
more or less itinerant manner.

Before leaving Princeton, he had been selected as the
person who should fill the chair of biblical literature in the
new Western Thelogical Seminary in Allegheny city, which
the general assembly of the Presbyterian church were taking
steps to establish. During this time he became enlisted in
the cause of temperance, and, as a consequence, his sermons
breathed more or less frequently denunciations of the
sin of manufacturing and sellipg intoxicating liquors. He
became exceedingly ardent and condemnatory at times of the
dram-shops, and he was by no means careful to discriminate
whether his remarks might occasion offence, should some be
present whom his castigation might personally affect. This
proyed to be the 9ase in fact, and in one instance turned
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out to his :disadvantage. A call of a large and weal.thy con
gregation !was about being extended to him, but because he
haa preac~ed a sermon which inflicted severe censure upon
the liquortselling nlembers,. these feeling themselves person..

~ ally aggrieved, exerted their influence in preventing the call
·being made. In the spring of 1829 he set out au cheval to see
after the theological senlinary in Allegheny city, and so
shaped h~s arrangements tha~ he should return in the fall
and undeJtake the duties assigned for him in the new insti
tution. ~n returning home he became stated supply to the
congregation at Big Spring, Oumberland .county, for four
months, atd was strongly urged to become the pastor of this
congregat on. fIe also, about this time, received a pressing
invitation, to return to Princeton and become a writer of
books foriithe Sunday School Unio~; but his mind was now
fully mad up to go to Allegheny Clty.

The fat er of the subject of our notice died in 1829, and
this devoljved on him, as the oldest of the family, a weight
of respon$ibility he had not heretofore felt. This necessi..
tated him l to give some of his time to business affairs,
al~hough p to the present pe!iod he had charged himself
little with matters of this kind. In consequence of the new
relations t us devolved upon him by the death of his father,
he was no in condition to set out for Allegheny until the
beginnin~! of December of this year. When he entered
upon the ischarge of his duties as instructor in the Western
Seminary, he was in the twenty-seventh year of his age. At
the time IDr. Nevin entered upon this field of labor, the
W ~stern ~eminary was but a feeble institution. It" had no
buildings,1 no endowments, no prestige from the past, and
only dou~tful and uncertain promise for the future." The
movements that had secured the establishment of this semi
nary had, met with great opposition; the affections of
the east -Were wedded to Princeton; and in the west great
dissatisfa~tionwas felt in its being thought not sufficiently
central to! meet western wants. Upon western Pennsylva
nia, as a qonsequence, devolved the whole responsibility as
to the ~u~port of this institution. Prof. Luther Halsey .ana
Dr. N evil labored in the building up of t~is seminary, and
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their labors were crowned with good success. The \7Vestern
Theological Seminary, which has now become a power in
the Presbyterian church, owes much of its prosperity to the
assiduity and ability of the subject of our notice. ]'01' the
three first years of his life in Allegheny, Dr. Nevin made
his home in the house of Dr. Francis Herron, president of
the board of trustees, and until his mother and her family
removed thither.

In 1835 Dr. Nevin was united in marriage with Martha,
the second daughter of Hon. Robert Jenkins, of \Vindsor
Place, in Lanca,ste~ county. Dl1ring his whole ten years
connection with the Western Seminary, Dr. Nevin continued
to .preach in different churches, almost as regularly as if in
charge of a congregation. At first he officiated simply as a
licentiate, but after some time \vas ordained in full to the
ministry by the Presbytery of Ohio. During part of the time
he preached with considerable regularity at a young ladies'
serninary, at Braddock's Field, near Pittsburg, and afterwards
served as stated supply for the congregation of Hilands, some
miles out of Pittsburg. He frequently appeared as con
tributor to the press during bis connection with the \Vestern
Seminary, and many sermons, delivered by him on special
{)ccasions, were published by request of the congregations
before whom they were delivered. In 1833-34 ~ he con·
ducted the editorial management of the Fr~'end, a literary
and weekly journal in the service of the young men's society
of Pittsburg and vicinity. This journal, while under the
guidance of Dr. Nevin, was the unreserved opponent of infi
-delity, fashionable amusements, ladies' fairs, and theat:r}cal
entertainments; and the views of the editor upon these
topics proved the occasion of considerable oftence. On ac
count of the opposition made by this journal to the move
ment set on foot to get up a theatre in Pittsburg, he was
threatened with cowhiding; and on another oecasion fears
of a mob were apprehended, on account of the supposed
incendiarism of the F1"ip-nd upon the subject of slavery.
For no other reason than the pro-slavery proclivities of the
community at that tinle, was the journal obliged ultimately
to succumb, the last issue appearing lYIarch 12th, 1835.
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Dr. Ne in ,vas ever the staunch and outspoken opponent.
of slavery in every form, and battled in favor of abolitionism
in a trulYiOhristian spirit. He, however, never sympathized
with the ~o.called abolition party of the North, and opel'lly
condemn~d Garrison and his followl'ers as irreligious in spirit
and unpa1riotic. But the system of slavery, as it existed in
the south~rn States, was, in his opinion, a vast moral evil,
and one tspeCiallY deserving criticism and censure. He
never spa e~ the institution in his article~ in the Friend; an~

on one oc aSIon he ,vas denounced for thIs cause by a promI
nent phys:"cian of the place, as "the most dangerous man in
Pittsburgt" That his opinions upon this point may appear,
some extr~cts from the Fr~'endare here adduced. In the jour
nal of APfil17th, 1834, he speaks as follows : "We trust that
the time i~ not far distant vvhen, what has been rashly spoken
by abolit]ionists and colonizationists may be forgotten, and
the friend~ of humanity will find themselves able to stand
on commtn ground in regard to the great evil of slavery"
without denouncing either the one interest or the other.
That abol~tionism has exhibited, in some cases, a wildly ex
travagant: form, we have no doubt; but we have just as
,little dou~t that great and powerful principles of truth have
been all a~ong laboring underneath i.ts action, and struggling
to come. t! clear and consistent development by its means."
In the va edictory issue of the Fr£end, Dr. Nevin thus dis
courses: " Slavery is a sin as it exists in this country, and
as such it ought to be abolished. There is no excuse for its,
being con inned a single day. The whole nation is involved
in the gu~lt of it, so long as public sentiment acquiesces in
it as a ne~essary evil. That which is absolutely necessary
for its re~1oval, is the formation of such a public sentiment
througho t the country as will make slaveholders ashamed
of their .!ickedness, and finally reform the la,vs under wllich
the evil n~w holds its power in the different States. Such a
sentiment! has not heretofore existed, and it is plain that
much disqussion and thought are needed to call it into being.
There is, therefore, just the saIne reason for the system of
action pursued by the abolition society, with reference to
this subjelct, that there is for the system of the temperance
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society with regard to the curse of ardent SpIrIts. The
institution and the effort are among the noblest forms of
benevolent action witnessed in the present age. 'We glory
then in being an abolitionist, and count it all honor to bear
the reproach for such a cause. It is the cause of God, and
it will prevaiL"

When the above sentiments 'were penned by Dr. Nevin,
the Presbyterian church, along with the other churches of
the country, was fully committed to the southern side of the
slavery question, and considered it a religious, as well as a
moral wrong, to meddle in the discussion of this question...
The leading religious newspapers were, likewise, hostile to
the anti-slavery ~,ovement in every form. All the ecclesi
astical judicatories, as well as the anniversary meetings of all
the great national religious societies, made it a point from
year to year to ostracise and repress, by all manner of
means, every attempt to get the question of slavery before
them. The merest whisper of abolitionism was enough to
throw a whole general assembly into agitation. In 1837
Dr. Nevin was unqualified in his dissent from the ecclesias
tical policy which divided the Presbyterian church. In the
struggle between the two great parties in the church, hig
sympathies were upon the side of the old school; but he
nevertheless entertained the opinion, that the controversy on
that side was in certain quarters urged forward in an ex ..
treme way. He deprecated especially, the idea of the Pitts..
burg Synod being forced to take part in the eastern quarrel
with regard to Mr. Barnes; and he ,vent so far as to urge
seriously, through the Chr~'st~'an Herald, Dr. Alexander's plan
of relatively independent Synodical jurisdiction. It was
during Dr. Nevil1'::~ connection with the Western Seminary
that he began the study of the German language, which he
has succeeded in mastering, and now reads \vith equal ease
and satisfaction as his vernacular. This study he undertook
in order to reach the contents of the theological and philo.
sophical works of the deep thinkers of Germany, the land of
profound erudition and ripe scholastic attainment. ~lhe first.
work read by him in the German, was Neander's" Geist des
Tertullianus." Dr. Nevin by this time had become a man
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widely rep,uted for his attainments in biblical science, and as
a theo]ogiap. of rare penetration and deep philosophical mind.

. His reputaJtion had far passed the boundary of his own re
ligious persuasion. His services, therefore, became a prize
in the eye~ of many, and he ,vas tendered on the part of the
Synod of t~e German Reforn1ed church, the professorship of
theology ip the theological seminary at Mercersburg, Pa.
In this cal~ Dr. Nevin seemed to recognize the surnmons of
his Divine! Master, to a field in which he might be able to

I

perform ore effective service than in the one where be then
labored. ccordingly, after mature and serious deliberation,
he concIu ed to accept the position tendered him, and
entered u on the duties thereof in May, 1840.

This "h nge of position was not considered to be of itself
any" chang of denon1inational faith. It was simply a tran
sition front one section of the general Reformed Oonfession to
another, and took place accordingly with the full approba
tion and f~vor of the friends of Dr. Nevin in the Presbyte
rian churc~. It was under the advice and" recom,mendation
-in particular, of his former theological instructor, the late
venerable !iDr. Archibald Alexander, of Princeton. Still,
like chal1g~ of position in all cases, it exerted a Inaterial in
fluence on!the subsequent progress of his spiritual life, and
became th~s a central epoch for his history. W.ithout tak
ing hin1 otit of the Reformed church, it widened his view of
its proper ?onstitution and history, enlarged the range of his
German st~dies, brought him into new and closer cOlnmuni
cation "vit~ the theological life of the Lutheran Oonfession,
and in thi~ way made room in his mind more and more for
a sense of the catholic, the historical, the objective in Chris
tianity, w~ich may be taken as the key to the whole course
of his thinking anti working in the church afterwards, down

I

to the present time.
In the ~heological seminary at Mercersburg, he found

himself as~ociated with the well·known German scholar,
}'rederick ~ugu.stus Rauch, who ,vas at the sarrle time pres
ident of Marshall college in the sanle place. The death of
Dr. Rauch, March 2d, 1841, left Dr. Nevin in sole charge of

.,the sernin~ry, and rnade it necessary for him besides to

I

!
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assume the presidency of the college also; a provisional
arrangement in the first place which, however, the wants of
the infant institution converted into a permanent one; the
office being held by Dr. Nevin, in fact, for ten years after..
wards without any salary.

In 1843 Dr. Nevin became involved in what has been
known as the '4 anxious bench controversy," through the
publication of his tract called the An.xious Bench, directed
against the use of certain means and methods (new measures),
employed extensively at the time among different denomina
tions in the service of religious revivals. This may be
looked upon as the beginning of the movement which has
since come to be spoken of as the Mercersburg theology; a
movement whose ultimate bearings and consequences were
not dreamed of at the time by either side in that first con
troversy, while they can easily be seen since, nevertheless,
to lie all in one and the same direction. The controversy,
while it lasted, was carried on with great activity, partly
within the German Refortned church itself, but mainly in
the end, as between this body and surrounding religious
comnlunions.

The same view of Christianity which led to the publica
tion of the Anxious Bench, appears also in Dr. Nevin's
opposition to another new measure, as we have it represented
in his tract on Religious Fai14 s, published towards the close
of the same year. This, however, was in the main but little
more than what he had published on that subject ten years
before, in Pittsburg.

In the fall of 1844 Dr. Nevin received as his colleague
in the seminary, Dr. Philip Scha~ who had been brought by
special call from Germany to fill the place whose name has
since become famous throughout the world, and who is now
honored as professor of church history in the Presbyterian
theological seminary of New York. On the 25th of Octo
ber this gentleman delivered his inaugural address at Read..
ing, in the German language, a truly able discussion of the
distinctive, original and fundamental meaning of' the great
Reformation of the sixteenth century. It was the first fair
attempt to vindicate the historical right of Protestantism in
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this country, and went full against the unhistorical SpIrIt
which has; all along formed the life and strength of our
American isectarianism. This work Dr. Nevin translated
and publis~ed in 18-4:5, under the title, The True prt£nciple of
Protestanti~mas related to the prtesent St(;tte of the Ohurch,
with an in~roc1uctionfrom his own pen, and by Dr. Schaff's
particular !desire, with the appendage also of a sermon on
Oatholic Unity, preached by Dr. Nevin the previous year,
before a cQ>nvention of the Dutch and German Reformed
churches in Harrisburg, the whole forming a volume of mora
than 200 pages. Here, of course, was new offence to the
general se1t-spirit of the land. Anti-popery began to taka
the alarm, land a formal attempt was made in a Synod held
at York, to! make out a charge of heresy against the l\lercers
burg profe~sors, particularly Dr. Scha~ but the result was
their triurJphant vindication.

The foll~\vingyear, 1846, Dr. Nevin published the" Myst£,a
cal Presenqe; a vindication of the Reformed or Oalvinistic
doctrine or the -Holy Eucharist." This also led to contra ..
versy. S rangely enough, Lutheranisln, in certain cases,
contended against it by openlJ forsaking Luther, while
PresbyterOanism did the same thing, by trying grossly to

falsify Cal! in.
LookingJ in the same general direction, we have from the

pen of Dr.1 Nevin, in 1846, The Church, a sermon preached
at the ope*ing of the Gern1an Reformed Synod, at Oarlisle;
in 1847, "e H~'storry and Genius of the Heidelberg Catech~'sra;

and in 184 ,a tract, entitled Antichr£st, or the Spirit of Sect and
Sch~·sm. rom January, 1849, to January, 1853, he edited
the .1l[ercer burg Review, published by the alumni association
of Marsha 1 college, being himself, during all this time, the
chief conttibutor to its pages. And he has ,vritten largely
since, also,[for the same periodical, as ,veIl as for the .Reformed

OhU1·ch ..L11ssenger.
At the lose of 1851 Dr. Nevin, much against the wish of

the chure ,resigned his situation as professor in the thea..
.logical serhinary, continuing however to act as president of
Marshall college until its removal to Lancaster, in 1853)
when it becanle consolidated vvith Franklin college, undel!
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.the title of Franklin and Marshall college. He was offered
the presidency of this ne,v institution, and the place was
kept vacant for a ,vhole year, with the hope of his being
induced to accept it; but in conformity with his previously
declared intention he declined the service, and withdrew into
private life, being now in truth much worn out, bot4 in body
and mind,. and not expecting to take upon him again any
public charge. He delivered, however, by' special request,
a baccalaureate address to the first graduating class of the
new college, on the 31st of August, 1853, which was pub ..
lished as a tract, under the title of Man's True Destiny.

Leaving Mercersburg, after the removal of the college,
Dr. Nevin lived for a year in Carlisle, where he stood in
close and pleasant social relations ,vith the professors of
Dickinson college. He then came to Lancaster county,
residing for a year first in the city; in the next place, from
the fall of 1856 to the spring of 1858, making his home, for
domestic reasons, at vVindsor Forge, near Churchtown, th~
old mansion property of his wife's father;, and finally set
tling himself permanently, where he has since continued to
resi~e, in the immediate neighborhood of Lancaster city, at
Crernarvon Place. Through these years he still continued to
preach frequently, and also to perform occasional work with
his pen. He had much to do, in particular, with the long
and difficult task of bringing to completion the new Liturgy,
which engaged for so many years the best energies of the
Eastern Synod of the German Reforn1ed churca.

In the end, as advancing age seemed to bring with it for
him a renewal rather than a decline of health and strength,
Dr. Nevin yielded to the desire there ,vas to have him back
again in the college, and in the fall of 1861 took upon hirn
partial service in its faculty, as professor in particular of
History and ~sthetics. Five years later, in 1866, he became.
once more president of the institution, with full charge, a
position which he has continued to occupy since ·with all the
vigor of his best days. In connection with the Sunday
services, ,vhicb devolve upon him as the pastor of the college
church, his department of instruction embraces no\v~ mainly
by lectures, the Philosophy of History, the Principles of
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Mental, Motal and Social Science, and the Science of .L'Esthet
iCB in its mbdern German character and form.

No biographical account of Dr. Nevin, however brief,
can be comlplete without some notice taken of the so..called
Mercersbu~gsystem of theology, which it has been COlnmon
on all sided to associate with his name. This has never
claimed to I:be an original system or rounded whole in any
way; neith~r has it owed its existence to any spirit 9f phi
losophical ~peculation,as has sometimes been imagined. It
has grown 'I forth historically from an interest in the felt
needs of th, Christian life itself. Without going into details,
let it suffic~ here to present the following comprehensive
-outline of ~he system, taken from an article on the subject
in vol. xii.i of the new Am'er'l'can Encyclopredia, published
in 1863. i

" The ca~dinal principle of the Mercersburg system, is the
fact of the inc.arnation. This, viewed not as a doctrine or
speculation,1 but as a real transaction of God in the world,
is regarded I, as being necessarily itself the sphere of Ohris
tianity, the! sum and substance of the whole Ohristian re
oemption. ! Ohrist saves the world, not ultimately by .what
He teaches, 'I or by. what He does, but by what He is in the
constitutiod of His person. His person, in its relations to tpe
world, carri,es in it the power of victory over sin, death, and
hell, the fOIlce thus of a real atonement or reconciliation be
tween God ~nd man, the triumph of a glorious resurrection
from the de~d, and all the cGnsequences for faith which are
attributed t<P this in "the Apostles' Creed. In the most literal

I

sense, accortlingly, Ohrist is here held to be 'the way, the
truth, and ~he life,' 'the resurrection and the life,' the prin
-ciple of 'lif~ and ilumortality,' the 'light' of the world, its
j righteou8n~ss,' and its' peace.' '1'he , grace which bringeth
-salvation,' i~ this view, is of course always a real effluence
from the ne~v order of existence, which has thus been called
"into being ~y the exaltation of the Word made flesh at the
right hand lof God. It must be supernatural as well as
natural, and the agency and organs by which it works, must,
in the natu~e of the case, carry with them objectively some
thing of th:e same character and force. In this way the
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church is an. object of faith; the presence of the new
creation in the old world of nature; the body of Christ,
through which as a medium and organ He reveals IIiulself
and works until the end of time. It mediates with super
natural office, instrumentally, between Christ and His peo
ple. It,s n1inisters hold a divine power from Uirn by apos
tolic succession. Its sacraments are not signs lnerely, but.
the seals of the grace they represent. Baptism is for the re~

mission of sins. The eucharist includes the real pr~sence of
Christ's vvhole glorified life, in a mystery, by the power of
the Holy Ghost. The idea of the church, when it is thus
held as an object of faith, involves necessarily the attributes
which were always ascrib.ed to it in the beginning, unity,
sanctity, catholicity~ and apostolicity. The spirit of sect, as
it cleaves to Protestantism at the present time, is a very
great evil, which is of itself sufficient to show that if Protest
antism had any historical justification in the beginning, its·
mission thus far has been only half fulfilled, an4 that it can
be rationally approved only as it is taken to be an interme
diate preparation for some higher and better form of Chris-
tianity hereafter. The ,distinguishing character of the Mer.;

· cersburg theology, in one w.ord, is its Christological interest,
its way of looking at all things through the person of the
cruclfi-ed and risen Saviour. This, as the world now stands,
embraces necessarily all that enters into the conception or
the church question, which this system holds to be the great
problem for the Christianity of the present tim.e,"

These views in the nature of the case, could not be other..
wise than distasteful to mueh of the popular religionism of
the country. For years, accordingly, as is well known, it has
been the fashion in certain quarters to stigmatize them ill the
most contradictory terIns of reproach, as rationalism, mysti
cism, pantheism, transcendentalism, Romanism, Irvingism,
Swedenborgianism, and much else of like bad sound.
By Dr. Nevin himself the system has been maintained all
along as being, in his view, neither more nor less than the
simple theolqgyof the Apostles' Creed. Among his more
important publications relating to it, and not yet named,
may be mentioned the following: 1. The Doctrine of the Re-
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formed Ohu ch on the Presence of Christ in the Lord's Supper;
an extended answer to Dr. IIodge's review of the" Mystical
Prese~ce" in 1848. 2. The Apostles' Creed: Its Orig£n, Con
stitution an~ .Plan, 1849. 3. Early Ghrl'stianity, 1851. 4.
Oyprian, 1852. 5. The Dutch Crusacle, 1854. 6. Review
of Dr. Hodg~'s Gom1nentary on the Ephesians, 1857. 7. The
Liturgical C(uestion, 1862. 8. Christ, and Him Crucified j a
concio ad c16rum, preached at the opening of the first gen...
eral Synod of the German Reformed church in Pittsburg,
1863. 9. t"'£ndication of the Revised Liturgy, 1867. 10.
Answer to 1{rofessor Dorner, of Berlin, Germany, 1868. 11.
Once for A l~,o based on a sermon preached before the Synod

I

at Danville~ Pa., 1869. 12. Revelation and Redemption;
opening sert:on before the Synod at Mechanicsburg, 1870.
13. The Re elation oj God in Chr~·st J. anniversary discourse
before the I heological seminary at Mercersburg, 1871. 14.
Christ and H£s Spirit, 1872. 15. Baccalaureate Discourse on
John iii: 1~, 1872.

Dr. Nevid, as a theologian, is one of no ordinary cast.
His strong ~ialectic acumen has led him far beyond the
range of mere theology, and has enabled him to unravel the
mazes that I metaphysical subtilty has drawn around the
Christian fa~th. His own mind is a deeply metaphysical one,
and his prof6und inquiries into this department have led him
to scan the Whole range of philosophy, and to investigate it
on the meta'fhysical side from Aristotle to Hegel, as well as
on the metaphysico-theological side, from Plato to Schleier
macher. The argumentations and reasonings of an Origen,
an A ugusti*e, an Anselm, and an Aquinas, are to him no
longer mys~eries. The thoughts of these world·renowned
thinkers he ihas made his own. Nor is he unfamiliar with
the range a~d results of modern Gerlnan metaphysical ratio
cination. He has, although an American, aft~r having made
himself famliliar with ancient fOfIns of thought, and, after
grasping th~ results of the Kantian problems, kept pace with
the latest de~elopmentsof the German mind. Ljke Jonathan
Edwards, u~favored with European university culture, who,
by his ownJ innate strength of intellect, could grasp and
solve the problems of the philosophers of whom he had
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never heard, and who ranks as the first metaphysician of his
century, the subject of' our notice has also probed the depth
of the human understanding; and to his comprehensiv~

mind metaphysical difficulties retire, and faith and reason
stand harmonized in gospel revelation. To Dr. Nevin will
history also accord, if not the highest niche in the temple of
the metaphysical fame of the century, at least a very high
one.

It is because he has made the different theological and
metaphysical systems so thoroughly his own, and has by
long usage and reading acquired their entire terminology,
(which has now become a part of his own thinking), that his
sermons and writings appear to those unfamiliar with suc.h
forms of thought, mazy and unintelligible. Often will his
auditors confess that they do not comprehend his ideas.
This is not strange. Whoever comprehends in a remote
degree the vast revolution that theology has und~rgone in
Germany during the last one hundred years) will not be
surprised at this terminology made use of by Dr. Nevin. It
is necessary if he be true to the feelings of his own soul, that
he use no other manner of expression, for no other language
conveys the deep import of evangelical truth as illuminated
by the christological and philosophical developments of later
ages. Not that any new truth is thereby promulgated, but
modern thou.ght is but fully awakening to the full comprehen..
sion of the great truths of revelation; those truths that ages
ago to the mental eye of a St. Anselm and a Duns Scotus
were looming into view. These intellectual giants were
simply ages in advance of their times, and the moderns are
but beginning to recognize the truths they so fervently at
tested.

Later ages, as they will come to take up in their con
science-preceptions, the discoveries of those now standing
upon the highest pinnacles of mental vision, will see the
rectitude of doctrines that are being promulgated and that
are now so seemingly obscure. And in the march of ages,
instead of Dr. John W. Nevin being found to have been the
advocate of pantheistic absorption, he will gradually be ele
vated upon a pedestal in the Schleiermacherian school along

•
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with the brrave leaders who strove to turn aside by the light
of scientific and philosophical progress the stream of human
itarian errpr, and enable the faithful soldiers of the cross to
capture tb~ great Babylon of modern infidelity.

Dr. Nevlin, as a critical scholar, has but few equals. He
reads the $-reek, Ijatin, Hebrew, French and German, with
ease. Bef~re taking up the study of German, he chiefly read
theologica~ works in the Latin; but for many years pastr

since his nlastery of the German, he reads the most theo..
logical wo~ks in this latter language. In this he has perused'
the mastetPieces of modern composition. He has a fine

..memory, nd therefore retains most that he reads. His
articles up! n "Oyprian and His Age," published in tae
MercersburfJ Rev2'ew, evince his deep study of ancient christi
anity, and are of themselves sufficient to give him a high
rank in the theological world. They are quoted and cited
as standarq authority even in Europe.

Dr. Nevin, deservedly, is entitled to rank amongs't the
first, if not: as the very first theologian and metaphysician
of Americ~, after Jonathan Edwards. Had circumstances
thrown hi~ in a different sphere, where vast libraries would
have surroynded him, and should he have chosen the field
of history, fte might have ranked with Mosheim and Neander.
Choosing, ~owever, to keep aloof from great metropolitan
centres, he ~has attained to the merited distinction of being
intelligentl ranked arnongst the first thinkers of his age;
and after g nerations will universally concede to him a place
in the cate ory of a De Wette, a Dorner, a Daub, and at
Marheinek .

In convetsation, he is exceedingly entertaining, especially
when the subject turns upon metaphysical questions; for in
this depal't$ent he seems especially at home. Any question
propounde4 in theology or metaphysics "viII receive a minute
and length~ explanation, which serves more than all else to
show the g~eat depth and wonderful profundity of his mind.
German, ]l~ench and English schools of philosophy and the
ology will ~e cited, their diverging opinions presented and
compared) and the correct conclusions of reason educed
therefrom. In his lectures to the students of his classes, his
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breadth of mind and comprehensive grasp of the subject in
hand are constantly apparent. In his deportment no trivi.
ality is ever perceptbile, but a gravity upon all occasions
marks his demeanor.

In personal appearance Dr. Nevin is tall, spare and slen
der, and in the pulpit is not at once attractive. In his delivery
of a sermon no indications of oratory appear. He is by no
means fluent, and none but those who can follow an argument,
are much attracted by his preaching. Ilis sermons, howeverr
are pregnant with thought from beginning to end, showing
complete mastery of his oobject ~nd great research. He has
ever been a close student, and this his appearance indicates·.
Thought is marked tqion every lineament of his countenance.

" NISSLEY, O. II., elected County Commissioner in 1866.,

NISSLEY FAMILY. Jacob Nissley, the original set
tler of this family, came to this country at an early day
and settled in Mt. Joy township. He bad five children
two sons and three daughters, viz: John, married a Sechristr

Martin, a Snyder; the daughters married, one a" man named
Buhrman, anoth.er an Eversole, and the other a Steward.
John had ,six sons and one daughter, viz: Micha~l, Abra
ham; Johri;" married to a Hertzler, born 1746 and died 1825 ;
Jacob, father of Martin, of Oonewago, died 1796 ; Rev. Sam..
uel, his wife a Kreider, born i 761, died 1808 ; Martin, his wife

·a Lehman, born 1763, died 1825; and Fanny, her husbands,
a Frantz, a Long, and a IIiestand, born 1759, died 1813. The
children of Rev. John, of Paxton, were: Jacob, his wife, a
Nissley; John, his wife, an Ober; Martin, his" wife, a Landis't
born 1786, died 1868; and Maria, her. husbands, 'a Frantz
and Rudy Martin. Jacob Nissley's children were: Martin,
married to a Kreider; Fanny, toO. Mumma, born 1789;
Elizabeth, to Long and Hershey, born 1794; and Maria, to
a Bear, ',born 1'784. The family ,of Rev. Salnuel Nissley
were: John, (Rapho), married to a Her~hey, born 1786,
died 1847; Martin, married to a Bomberger, born 1788 ; Sem,
married to an Eby, born 1792, died 1868; Rev. Christian,
married to a Bomberger, born 1794; Jacob, (Sporting Hill).,
married to a Witmer; Henry, married to a Nissley; and
Fanny, married to Jonas Eby, born 1798, died 1839. The

80
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family of Martin Nissley, (of Paxton), are: John, married to
a Rupp; Samuel, married to a Wissler; Maria, married to a
He"iges; aljld Oatharine, married to an Overholt. The family
of Martin,:: (of Middletown), are: Nancy, born 1808, died 1841;
John, matried to a Heiges, born 1811; Martin, born 1812;
Felix, born 1814, died 1864; Mary, born 1816, died 1847;
Fanny, b~rn 1820 j Isaac, born 1822 j Solomon, born 1825 j

Jacob, b~rn 1828; and Joseph Herman, born 1831. The"
family of!John, (Rapho), are: Elizabeth, married to C. New
comer, b1ru 1808; Nancy, married to Levi Eby, born 1810,
died 186,~ j Fanny, married to C. Nolt, born 1812; John,
married tp B. Gerber, born 1819; Oatharine, married to John
Musser, b!orn 1827; Sarah, born 1829, and died 1843. The
family of! Martin Nissley, (Rapho), are: Martha, married to

:Sem Br~aker, born 1814; Barbara, married to:J. W. Niss..
ley, born 1818, died 1868; Nancy, married to Emanuel Cas
sel, born 819, died 1845; Fanny, married to J. W. Snyder,
born 18 1; and 1faria, married to Benjamin Musser, born
1824. ~r~e family of Sem Nissley, (Rapho), are: Henry,
married f'0 Ann Hostetter, born 1814, died 1851; Fanny,
married 0 Samuel Snyder, born 1816; Ohristian, married to
a Brene an, born 1818; Samuel, married to Long and
Hershey" born 1818; Jonas, born 1821, died 1848; Benja..
min, mar~ied to Susan Stauffer, born 1823; Oatharine, born
1826; and David, married to a Rutt, born 1829. The fam..
ily of Ri'v. Christian Nissley, (Chiques), are: Samuel, born
1817, die 1824; Joseph, married to Martha Sherch, born
1821 ; hristian, born 1825, died 1844; Martin B., born
1829; ~artha, married to Andrew Gerber, born 1818.

! Abraha ' Nissley moved from Canoy to Franklin county in
1800, an died in 1823. He had six children-three sons
and three daughters, viz: Elizabeth, married, to Samuel
Ott; Ja ob, married to Susanna Rutt; Mary, married to
Jacob --,eidig; Herman, married to Elizabeth Witmer;
Joseph, ljnarried to Sarah Schwartz; and Fanny, married to
Abrahartl Metz, born 1800, died 1838. The family of Mar
tin Niss~ey, (Mt. Joy); he had two wives,· the first a Snyder,
and the $econd a Stauffer; and eight children-four sons

I

and fOUr daughters, viz: Jacob, married to a Detwiler j
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Martin, married to Barbara Reist, born 1747, died 1799;
J"ohu, n~arried to Gertrude Shearer; and E. Ne~ born 1750,
died 1819; Christian, rnarried to a Stauffer, and Catharine
Bossler, born 1759, died 1822; Barbara, married to a Shelly;
Anna, married to Abraham Stauffer, of Fayette county, born
1752, died 1817; Fanny, married to J .. Shallenberger, of
Ohio, born 1756, died 1840; Maria, married to Christian
}VIusser, born 1763, died 1811. The family of Jacob Nissley,
(Dauphin county), are: Martin, married to a Rutt; Barbara,
rna,Tried to J. Hersh~y, of Swatara, born 1773, died 1823;
Esther, m'arried to Jacob Nissley, of Highspire; and Fanny,
married to Joseph Bossler. The family of Martin Nissley,
(Dauphin county), are: Jacob, married to Oharlotte Books;
Martin, married to E. Mumma; Esther, married to Abra
ham Long, of Franklin county, born 1799, died 1865. The
fatnily of Martin Nissley, jr., (Mt. JoJ township), are: Anna,
married to Jacob Stauffer, born 1774, died 1856; Rev.
Christian, married to Maria Kreybill, born 1777, died 1831 ;
Rev. Martin, married to Anna Witmer, born 1784, died
1834; Peter~ born 1787, died 1799; Barbara, born 1780,
died 1799; Veronica, born 1'792, died 17~9.

The family of Rev. Christian Nissley and of his wife, Maria
Kreybill, are: John, married to Barbara Snyder, born 1800;
Rev. Peter, Inarried to a Witmer, a Kreider, and a Sherch,
born 1802; Jacob, married to Elizabeth Kreybill, born 1808,
died 1862; and Barbara, born 1812, died 1812. The family
of deacon John Nissley, Sf., (Mt. Joy,) and his wife, B.
Snyder, are: Henry S. Nissley, married to Anna B. Reist,
born 1827; :rvlary S., married to Martin 'V. Nissley, born
1828; Fanny S., married to C. K. Hostetter, born 1832;
Christian S., married to Mary N. Eby, born- 1835; Sarah S.,
born 1837; John S., married to Sarah N. Eby, born 1839;
and Barbara S., married to Samuel S. Garver, born 1843.
'l'he family of Rev. Peter Nissley, of East Donegal, are:
Mary K., Inarried to Solomon L. Swartz, born 1830, died
1856; Esther K., born 1832, died 1853; John K., marri~d to
Maria B. Reist, born 1834; Leah K., married to David L.
Miller, born 1835; Christian K., born 1838, died 1867;
Barbara K., married to C. F. Hostetter, born in 1840;
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Catharine K., born 1844, died 1862; Anna K., born 1848,
died 1850. The family of Jacob Nissley, of Mt. Joy town
~hip, and tlizabeth Kreybill, his wife, are: Christian, born
1830, died 1833; Jacob K., married to Anna Rissor, born
1831; Ma, tha, married to Elias Eby, born 1833; Amos,
born 1835f died 1843; Barbara, married to Jonas E. Hostet
ter, born 11837; l\lary, born 1839, died 1842; Catharinet

married td Michael H. Engle, born 1840; Elizabeth, mar..
ried to David Rutt, born 1843; Anna, married to Jacob

.Good, borh 1845; Samuel, born 1847, died 1855; Rebecca,
married td Jacob 1tIunlma, ·born 1848; and Simon K., born
1854. T~e family of Hans or John Nissley, who lived on
the first 1ansion farm, his first wife being Gertrnde Shearer,
born 1754!~ died 1794; and his second, Elizabeth N eft: born
1!757, diedi1815, are: Martin, (miller,) married to E. Hershey,
born 1784 died 1854; Henry, married to Elizabeth Hershey,
born 179 ,died 1860; Abraham, married to Nancy vVissler,
born 179 ; Samuel, married to Mary Hershey, born 1800;
Barbara d'cd single; Fanny, married to C. Witmer, born
1779, died11807; Gertrude, married to David Eversole, born
1780, die~ 1821; Anna, born 1782, died unmarried, 1861;
Elizabeth,1 nlarried to Peter Kreybill, born 1787, died 1826;
Mary, ma~ried to Ohristian Kreybill, born 1790. Family of
Martin Nifsley, (miller,) of Mt. Joy township, are: Eliza..
beth, martied to Jacob Rutt, born 1813, died 1858; Anna,
married to Christian Mumm'a, born 1815; Maria, married to
Christian ,;Rissor, born 1816; Barbara, married to Joseph
Wolgamu~h, born 1819; Fanny, married to Joseph Rissor,
born 182?; Susan, born 1823, died 1823; Christian H"
married t~ Barbara Lindemuth, born 1824 j Martin, born
1826~ dieQ 1843; Catharine, married to Jacob Rissor, born
1828, die~ 1852. The fanlily of Henry Nissley, of Mt. Joy·
township, land his wife, Elizabeth Hershey, born 1795, are:
John H., ~narried to Anna Gisch, born 1820, died 1867;
Henry H.~ married to Jane W olgamuth, b"orn 1822; Ohris
tian, marr~ed.to Anna Wanner, born 1824: died 1866; Isaac,
born 1829, dIed 1850; Abraham fl., marrIed to Susan Gar..
ber, born 11828; David, born 1831, died 1852; Mary, mar..
ried to Abraham Rissor, born 1819 j Elizabeth, married to

I
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Jacob Shenk, born 1825. The family of Abraham Njssley,
of Mt. Joy township, and his '''''ife, Nancy Wissler, born
1800, died 1867, are: John W., married to Elizabeth Berry,
born 1823; Jacob 'V., married to 11ary Lindenluth, born
1825 ; Anna, rnarried to IIenry Breneman, born 1827 ; 1Iary,
married to Peter Gisch, born 1831; Fanny, married to
Abraham Bachman, born 1833; Henry \V"., Inarried to a
Miss Horst, born 1830; Abraham W., born 1838; Daniel,
married to Elizabeth Musser, born 1840, died 1867; and
Sarah, married to Henry Heisey, born 1842. The family of
Samuel Nissley, of Mt. Joy tov{nship, and his wife, 1faria
Hershey, are : Joseph H., married to Mary Brubaker, born
1826; Samuel R., born 1831; Elizabeth, born 1835, died
1867; Mary, born 1837, died 1848. The family of Ohristian
Nissley, (above Maytown), first married to a Stauffer, and
next to Uatharine Bossler, are: John, married to Mary B.er.
shey, born 1788, died 1823; Ohristian, married to Fanny
Hershey, born 1790, died 1822; Jacob, married to Mary
"Miller, born 1797, dieJ 1869; Nlartin, married to Anna
Bachman, born 1798, died 1833; Joseph B., married to ~1ary

Snyder, born 1804, died 185'7; Naney, born 1791, died 1809;
and Barbara, married to Jacob I(reybill, (miller), born 1795,
died 1814. The family of J-ohn B. Nissley, near Bossler's
meeting-house, are: Oatharine, married to John Engle, born
1809, died 1871; Rev.. Jacob H., luatried to a Brubaker,
born 1810; Elizabeth, rn.arried to Benjamin ~Iartin, born
1811; Barbara, rnarrieq. to an Eshleman, born 1813, died
18il; John, married to a Brubaker, born 1>315, died 1849;,
Christian, married to a Musser, born 1820, died 1849;
and David, born 1824, died 1824. The family of Jacob
Nissley, of Oumberland, and his wife, 11al'Y 1filler, born
1802, are,: Elizabeth, married to an Eberly, and afterwards
a Sener, born 1819 ; Benjamin, rnarried to a Felsenhard, born
1821; Jacob, married to Leah Fetroe, born 1824; David,
married to Anna Brintle, born 1827; Maria, married to a
Belshoffer, born 1829; and Ohristian, married to Mary
Markle, born 1834. The family of 11artin Nissley and his
wife, Anna Bachman, born 1799, are: Peter B., married to
a Huffman, after\val'ds a Huffert, born 1823, died 1869;
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Nancy, b ,rn 1825, died 1830; Christian, Inarriad to Christi.
ana HiltYI; born 1827; Daniel B., married to Sallie Linde
muth, born 1829; and Jacob, born 1831, died 1851. The
family of,:Joseph B. Nissley, (Donegal meeting-house), and
his ,vife, ~fary Snyder, born 1808, are: Sarnuel S., married
to 1vlarth4 Kreider, born 1830; John So, born 1832, died .
1839; Jo~eph S., married to Maria Stauffer, born 1834, died
1861 j Ca~harine, married to Christian Stauffer, born 1838,
died 1863!; Mary, married to Abram Ruth, born 1842, died
1869; aHa. Elizabeth, born 1849, died 1850. The family of
Rev. lVrart~n Nissley, of Donegal, and his wife, Anna Witmer,
are: Annt," married to Joseph Eversole, born 1811; Joseph
W., nlarrOed to Barbara Nissley, born 1813; Barbara, mar
ried to D~ niel Heisey, born 1816, died 1862; Fanny, married
to Jacob Snyder, born 1818; Maria, married to Philip
Greiner, ~orn 1820; and 1fartin W., married to Mary
Nissley, ijorn 1824.

NISSL~'Y, JA.COB, elected a member of the Legislature in
1849 and 1850.

NOBL ,VVILLIAM:, elected a member of the Legislature
in 1835. f

NORTf' HUGH M., was born in Juniata county, Pa. He
read law ~n New Berlin, Union county, in the office of Han.
Joseph O~sey, Chief Justice of the Oourt of Claims at Wash
ington citvr, D. O. Hfi was admitted to the bar in 1849. He
located atl Columbia, Lancaster county, Pa., about the year
1850, andl engaged in the pursuits of the profession in which
,he has be~n employed up to this time. He was elected to
the Legis ature in 1854, serving one session. ~He was dele..
gate to th National Democratic Convention at Charleston and
Baltirnor in 1860, and represented Pennsylvania on the com
mittee of credentials. lIe was the Denlocratic candidate for
Congress i in 1864. He has served as a member of the
COlumbial1 school board for upwards of thirteen years, and
for a time filled the position of president of that body. He
has been}''or years t~e confidential solicitor of .several banks
and othe corporatIons, and has for some tIme been the
solicitor 0 the Pennsylvania Railroad company. Mr. North
is an assi~uous, industrious and persevering business man)

I
i
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and has at this tin1e a large and lucrative practice, and can be
regarded as a man of means and independence. He is a
sound, well~read lawyer, and prepares and tries a cause well.

o.
OBER, MICHAEL, wag elected a member of the Legislature

in the year 1860.

. OLD, JAMES, was one of the early iron-masters of Lan·'
caster county, and an influential and leading man in his day.
He was elected a member of the Legislature in the years
1791, 1792 and 1793.

ORTH, ADAM, elected a member of the Legislature in
1783-84.

OVERHOLTZER, HENRY D., a member of the Legisla
ture in 1826.

OvVEN, BENJAMIN, a member of the Legislature in 1821.

P.

PARKE, SAMUEL, was a member of the Lancaster bar,
admitted in the year 1820. He was a leading lawyer for

many years, and was a man of considerable influence in po
litical movements. He was elected a member of the Legis
lature in the years 1829-30. We find the follo,ving notice
of him, written February 18th, 1840:

" The lecture of ::1\'11". Parke on 'Matter,' delivered before the Mechan
ics' Institute on last Thursday evening, was listened to with profound
attention. The originality of his remarks respecting the formation of
coal beds, mountains and vall~ys, gave this production a degree of in
terest of which lectures in general are not possessed. The subject
throughout was Dlanaged in the most skillful manner, fully sustaining
the high reputation which Mr. Parke enjoys as an able writer."

PARR, WILLIAl\f, was a native of England, who emi
grated to America at an early day, and settled in Lancaster.
He read law, and was admitted to the bar in 1752. He was
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elected a ember of the Legislature in the year 1783. He
was a man of considerable ability, and was noted in his day
as a skilled marksman.

PASSMORE, JOHN, a citizen of Lancaster, and a man of
remarkable corporeal proportions, weighing about 450 Ibs.
He ,vas ,appointed by Gover~or Snyder, in 1809, prothono
,tary of th~ Lancaster district of the supreme court, com
prising the counties of Lancaster, Berks, York and Dauphin.
He was, itt 1818, appointed one of the aldermen of the city
of Lancaster, and the same year was elected the first mayor of
the city, aposition to which he was twice reelected, discharg
ing the duties of the office for three years.

PATrr1HRSON, ARTH1SR, a member of the Legislature in
years 174~, 1744,1745,1746,1747,1748,1'749, 1750,1751,
1752,1753 and 1754.

PAr~rTERSON, D. W., is a native of Lancaster county,
aJ;ld a gra~uate of Washington College, Pennsylvania. He
read law, ,nd was admitted to the ?ar in t~e year 1842. He
was electetl a member of the LegIslature In the year 1846.
In the year 185g he was elected District Attorney of Lan
caster county, the duties of which he discharged for three

.years. He is engaged in the pursuits of his profession.

PATTERSON (JAl\IES) FAMILY. James Patterson was
born in the north of Ireland in 1708, and emigrated to
America in 1828, and settled in Lancaster county. He was
s farmer ~Y occupation. He married Marj Montgomery,
and had the following children, viz.: Williarn, born March
14th, 173f' died June 29th, 1818"; John, Hannah, Mary,
Samuel, Jane, Isabella, Janles, born November 14th, 1745,
died August 17th, 1825; Elizabeth and Thomas, born Feb
ruary 1st, 1754, died March 28th, 1829. James Patterson,
the first. s~ttler, 'died in Little Britain township in 1792.

WILLIA!M P A.T~PERSON, son of the first settler, married
Rosanna ~cott,by whom he had the following children: Mary,
born January 7th, 1759; Moses, born October 16th, 1760;
Samuel, bprn October 7th, 1762; Thomas, born October 1st,
1764, died' November 17th, 1841; and .Janles, born March
1st, 1767. He, after the death of his first wife, married
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Elizabeth Brown, born March 16th, 1747, died January 30th.
1826. With his second wife he had the following children::
John, born February 10th, 1771 j Rosanna, born December
31, 1772; William, born April 8th, 1775, died September
20th 1844: j N~thanjel, bora '1777 j Rachel, born June 3d,
1778, died Junuarl 9th, 1817,;' Elizabeth, born Januar.y 8th,
1781; Josiah, born November 10th, 1783, died February,
1843; Hannah, born May 22d, 1786; Nathan, born Septem
ber 11th, 1788, died February, 1846; and Eleanor, born
October 17th, 1792. William Patterson settled in Wash.
ington county, Pa. Two of his sons, John and Thomas,
were members of Oongress during the contest between
Jackson, Adams, and Orawford for the presidency.

JOHN PATTERSON, second son of the first settler, was a
farmer in Little Britain township, but late in life removed to
Ohio. He was married to Eleanor Milligan, and had the
following children: Mary, born April 24,1765 j James, Mar
tha, John, Hannah, Eleanor, William and Elizabeth.

SAMUEL PATTERSON, third son of the first settler, lived in
Little Britain' township, where he also died. He married
Mary Wylie, and had two children, Elizabeth and Mary.
The first married Dr. Smith, of Westmoreland county, Pa.,
an!i left a large family.

JA~n;s PATTERSON, fourth son of the first settler, lived in
Little Britain township, and was a member of the Legisla
ture in the years 1802, 1803 and 1804. He married Letitia
Gardner, and had the following children: Isabella, born
April 29, 1783 j died December 24, 1818 j Francina, born
May 17, 1785; died December 1, 1823; Robert, born March
21st, 1787, died March 31, 1861; Mary, born April 17,
1789, died May 1, 1848; Elizabeth, born April 26, 1791,
died. July 26,1830 j Jane, born February 28,1794; James,
born March 7,1796; Letitia, born May 29,1798, died No
vember 12, 1823 j Rachael, born May 20, 1803.

THOMAS PATTERSON, fifth son of the first settler, married
Mary Tannehill, by whom he had the following children:
Rebecca, born August 13th, 1778; Elizabeth, bor'n March
18th, 1780; Samuel, born March 3d, 1782 j Nathan, born
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February 20th, 1784; died January 24th, 1792; Mary, born
March 3d, 1786; died June 5th, 1854; Margaret, born June
10th, 1788; died March, 1821; Thomas, born February
13th, 1790; died July 30, 1857; James, born January 11th,
1792; and Jane, born May 10th, 1796.

PATTERSON (ARTHUR) FAMILY. This branch of
the name in Lancaster county, all descended from Arthur
Patterson, who emigrated from the north of Ireland in 1724,
and settled, with his wife, (who was Ann Scott,) the same
year, on the banks of the Big Chiquesalunga, in Rapho
township, Lancaster county, then a wilderness. He pur
chased and located a large tract of land and commenced
farming. He had acquired in the old, country the trade of
blauksmithing, and which trade he found almost indispensa
ble to the success of farming, after coming to this country_
Mechanics of all kinds were then very scarce here, not less
so the blacksmith; and Arthur Patterson, at first for his own
convenience and economy, performed his own smithing;
afterwards the wants of his neighbors and the settlements,
still farther west of him, demanding it, he carried on the
blacksmithing very extensively, in connection with his farm
ing. Often did it occur that the farmers composing the set
tlement in Cumberland valley, in the vicinity of Carlisle,
sent their plow-irons, &c, on pack.horses, all the way down
to Arthur Patterson's, to be sharpened and repaired, the
messenger waiting uutil they were done, then would return,
taking them with him. Arthur died leaving nine children,
four sons and five daughters. One son, Arthur, the youngest,
died while quite young; Samuel, James and William grew
up to manhood, and all served their country in the war of
the Revolution. The latter was taken prisoner by the
British, and died while held a prisoner in tlle prison-ship, on
Delaware bay, the fate of many of our patriotic army who
were unfortunate enough to be taken prisoners, and where
the American officers openly charged the British with de
liberate murder, by means of supplying their prisoners with
unhealthy and spoiled food. Samuel and James both sur
vived their campaigns; the last severe conflict they partici
pated in being the battle of Princeton, after which James
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returned home, having in charge the prisoners taken by our
forces in that engagement. They were also members of the
comnlittee of safety for Lancaster county, in 1775, a
body chosen from the several townships to concert measures
to defeat the machinations of the tories, and to resist the
unjust and tyrannical edicts of the British Parliament. James
also served several sessions in the Provincial Assembly of
Penn~y]vania.

SAMUEL PATTERSON; son of Arthur, married Martha
Agnew, and died N ovembel' 15, 1820, at the advanced age
of 93 years, having left fOUf children, Arthur" Rebecca,
James and SamueL Arthur married Elizabeth Moore, and
died, leaving twot;daughters, one of whom married Benjamin
Osbourne; and left two sons, James and Patterson Osbourne,
who reside now in Ohio; the other died young. Rebecca
married Rev. Matthew Henderson; James married Eliza
beth Witherow, and died near Mount Joy, October 29, 1852,

~ and l<tft two children, viz: Sarah, who died in her 18th
year, and Samuel Smith Patterson, who is still living, and
now a citizen 'of Sterling, Illinois, where, by engaging first
in merchandizing and latterly in banking, he has acquired
large wealth, and is much respected for his amiable qualities
of character. He had married Mary McJimsey, by whom
he had a large family, six of whom still survive, viz: five·
sons, all successful business men, Joseph M., James B.,
Smith, Frank and John; and one daughter, Martha Rebeccat

who married Doctor Thos. Galt, once a citizen of this county,
and now residing in Rock Island; Illinois. Samuel 8rnith
Patterson succeeded his fa-ther, Major James Patterson, at
farming, near ~1ount Joy, and spent a large part of his life
there, taking an active part in local and State civil affairs.
He ably represented Lancaster county in the State Legisla
ture for two successive sessions, in the years of 1834-35.
His son, Samuel, married Mary Ann McJimsey, and
died October 27th, 1831, at his farm, below Mount Joy,
leaving ten children, six sons and four daughters. Of the
sons, Samuel Patterson, now a successful merchant of Mari
etta, is the sole .survivor. John Patterson, late of Mount
Joy, and a succe~sful and much-esteemed coal and lumber
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merchant t~re, was another son; also James M., and Thos.
Jefferson P~tterson, formerly of Mount Joy. Robert died
young, as d: d S. Alexander and Elizabeth. Martha inter
married wit Thomas Sterrett, Mary Ann with.Jas. B. Fer
ree, and Re ecea Jane with William Spangler.

WILLIAl\f PATTERSON, son of Arth~r, who died a prisoner,
had married Elizabeth Dysart, and left three children; one a
daughter, E~eanor, who married Alexander Dysart, and set
tled in IIun~ingdon county, where some of her descendants
still reside, respected by all who knew them; and two sons:

I

Arthur, th~ father of William, Douglass and Alexander
Patterson, the two latter' now residents of Mount Joy, the
former resi4ing in the west, and several daughters; and
Alexander, iwho died F~bruary 2d, 1842, and who intermar
ried with Jdne Pedan, leaving three children, two of whom
died young; and one, a daughter, Sarah, grew' up to woman
hood, and ~arried Abrm. []atfield, both now residing in
Chester co~nty, Pa. The daughters of Arthur were five:
Catharine, ~arried Robert Hays; Elizabeth married Mr. J.
Thomas; E~eanor married Ephraim Moore; Jane and Re
becca died rnmarried.

JAMES p 4TTERSON, son of Arthur, intermarried with Mar
garet Agnet, by whom he had nine children, viz: 'Arthur,
who marritd Mary Witherow, died September, 1822,
leaving sev~n children, and whose three sons located in
Franklin e~unty, Pa.; Rebecca internlarried with James
Scott, and a~ain as a widow, married CoL James Agnew, of
Bedford co~nty, Pa.; James,.w ho nlarried Mary Watson,
died May 30th, 1863, leaving seven children; Martha,
who interm, rried wi~h John Scott, lived and died in
W ashingto~ county, Pa., where she left a large family; Sam
uel, who lna~'ried and resided in Steubenville, Ohio, where he
died, leavin one child, Samuel; ~fargaret, who married
John McO naughy, a lawyer of Gettysburg, Pa., had
five ehildrer?, viz: Robert and David, both of whom studied
and practiCjid law in Adams county, the latter of whom
represented that district in the Senate of Pennsylvania for
three years, comrnencing in 1868. James resides in Johns
town, Pa., a:p.d successfully carries on a large stearn tannery.

I

I
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Hannah Mary intermarried with the lIon. Moses McClean,
an attorney of Adams county, who represented that dis
trict in the United States Congress. Elizabeth married
Prof. M. S. Stoever, late of Gettysburg college; and Eme
line married the Rev. D. Wilson; the three remaining
children of James, Ann, William, who was a physician;
John died unmarried. The foregoing constitute the greater
portion of four generations, descending from their ancestor,
Arthur Patterson.

PATTERSON, COL. JAMES, the subject of this sketch,
was born in Rapho town~hip, Lancaste£ county, Pennsylva..
nia, on the 7th day of October, 1775, and died, after a brief
illness) in Mount Joy, where he spent his last years, after
retiring from farming on the 30th of May, 1863, in the 88th
year of his age. He was the son of JaInes Patterson of
revolutionary times, ,vho was a devoted soldier in that war in
behalfof the colonie~. His grandfather was Arthur Patterson,
w10 ernigrated fronl Donl'gal county, Ireland, in 1724:, and
settled in Rapho township, Lancaster county, where he after
wards lived and died. Col. James, therefore, sprang from
Scoteh·lrish ancestors, and was one of a family of nine
children. His father being a farmer, his son James was reared
to out-door labor and exercise, and in conseq"uence grew up
to manhood with a strong and vigorous constitution. In
the days of his b0yhood there were no common schools,
and the opportunities to obtain even a good common school
education, vvere exceedingly limited. The entire time
afforded to him to acquire learning in school, was all em..
braced in the short period of ten rnonths. At the age of
about fifteen years, and just on the eve of the troubles
incited by the whiskey insurrection in Western Pennsylva..
nia, his father died, and he was left without the directing
hand and cherishing culture of paternal affection. His older
brother, Arthur, and the adult population generally of his
native section, being shortly after called out to military
service by the United States go-vernment, to quell the
whiskey insurrection, James was left to take the sole charge
and direction of a large farm, and to Inanage it the best he
could. This, and the many incidental responsibilities, threw
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him quite ypung in life on his own resources, and gave him
a maturity ~n experience and a decision of character, long
before he a~tained to years of manhood. As may be sup
posed, ther~fore, when he arrived at adult age he had ac
quired an ~nviable reputation amongst his neighbors for
good practidal.common sense, and fearless candor in express
ing his co~victions. These traits, united with a natural
cheerful diS~osition and genial social qualities, caused him
to be held i high esteem by all his neighbors. Although
deprived of school privileges, and his time devoted to con..
stant labor, ;his love of learning made him seek opportunities
for acquiri~g knowledge. This, added to fine natural abili ..
ties, gave him great success in acquiring information on all
topics. Hi~ stock of knowledge and experience made him
a wise cou¥sellor and a judicious adviser; and on many
occasions, ~oth of public and private interests, his counsel
was sought land obtained. On attaining to his majority he
took charg~ of his own farm, and commenced clearing away
the heavy tlmber and erecting the necessary buildings. In
the year 1805 he was united in marriage to Mary Watson, a
daughter o~ the late Dr. John Watson, of Donegal. By her
he had seve+ children. One, a son, died in his youth; another,
a daughter,ldied just as she verged into womanhood. The
five remaintng children grew up to mature years, four of
whom still ~urvive-JamesA. Patterson,. whose occupation
was that of Ii a farmer, but now retired and residing in Mount
Joy j David W. Patterson, a member of the legal profession
a~ the Lanc~ster bar; Harriet B., now the wife of Dr. J. L.
Zeigler, of Mount Joy; Rachel J. Patterson, and the renlain
ing daught1r, Anna Mary, who was intermarried with Robert
~. McIlvainj, of Paradise township, and died in the year 1855.
No man ex~elled 001. Patterson in public spirit and disin
terested sac~~ifice for the public good. He occupied important
positions, bpth civil and military. When the war of 1812,
between t~is country and Great Britain broke out, he
immediately left his farm and family and volunteered for the
war. A b\t~alion of troops having been raised by his exer·
tions, Gen. ~athaniel Watson, major-general of the division,
composed of Lancaster and York counties, commanding,
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made Col. Patterson (then major) one of the aids on his staff.
He remained in the service until peace was declared, having
most of that time commanded a regiment of Pennsylvania

· volunteers as lieutenant-colonel, and returned home holding
that cornmission. For a decade of years after that war) the
whole country, encouraged by liberal legislation, were active
in developing the militia system, then high in popular favor)
for home defence. Col. Patterson took a prominent part in
organizing and commanding that strong arm of the Repub
lic. vVhile his taste led him to take part in military
matters, a pure patriotism seemed ~to be the motor of h~
action. An instance of that may be remembered by many
yet living. 'Vhen the South inaugurated the late unnatural
and terrible rebellion, Col. Patterson, although then in his
eighty-sixth year, said with all seriousness, "I wish I was a
little younger, I would go out nlyself and defend the life of
our government."

In the civil affairs of his native State, he always took a
deep interest. Feeling the want of educational advantages
in his youth, he 'expressed the deepest anxiety to see those
advantages placed within the reach of all. These convic
tions made him a warm and active supporter of our benefi.
cent common school system, declaring that school-tax was
the cheapest tax that any citizen could pay. As all know,
the school system was at first left to a vote of the people of
the several town~hips. This feature caused many warm
contests at the polls, in which Col. P. always took the side
of free schools, although his own children were at the time
all advanced in their studies beyond the then standard of
common school education. CoL P. represented Lancaster
county in our State Legislature in the session of 1817-18,
and again for two successive sessions of 1832-33 and 1833
34, taking an active part in the political questions of that
period. But the occupation of his life--farming--was his
favorite pursuit. He largely gave his personal attention
and labor to his farms; read extensively on the subject;
studied the nature of the f?oil, and the character of the fer
tilizers best adapted to produce the highest state of cultiva
tion. And his neat farming and abundant crops, showed
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the wisdom: of his conclusions. With him has gone another
of. the landinarks between the present and the past, and he
is no longeD seen anlid his native and long-life familiar sur..
roundings. i His last days, as ,veIl as his last rnoruents of
dissolution, were calm and peaceful, for the well-grounded
faith of th Christian believer did not forsake him. His
remains res in the old Donegal churchyard, with the dust
of his fathe s; and a long, honorable and useful life is at an
end. Our forefathers are at rest, a worthy band whose fine
virtues, hODjest purpose and high-toned morality make their
memories a ~icher legacy' to their children than gold aT silver,
or even the Jdaring deeds of heroism.

i PArrTEisON, JAi\fESvwas elected County Oommissioner
in 1809. '

P ATTEjSON, THOMAS, elected County Commissioner in -
1845. :

PAXSO~, JQSEPII, was elected Oounty Commissioner in
1838 and '840. He was also elected a member of the
Legislature in 1844.

PAXSOn' REV. WILLIAM, was born in Lancaster county,
April 1st, 1760. He devoted the early part of his life. to
agricultural employments, and served in two companies at
different ti~es during the revoiutionary war, in one of which
he was pres'ent, and participated in the battle of Trenton.
His love fori knowledge afterwards induced him to seek the
advantages Qf a liberal education, and he began his prepara
tory course tv-hen twenty-four years of age, in the Strasburg
academy, then taught by the Rev. Nathaniel W. Sample.
He never o~tained the advantages of a collegiate education,
but by dilig~nt study he laid a foundation upon which he'
accumulateq a more than ordinary amount of knowledge,
literary, sci~ntifi.c and theological. He was taken under the
care of the ~ew Castle Presbytery, April 29th, 1789, and
having pas,'!d, with great credit, through the several trials'
assigned hi ,he was licensed on the 8th of April, 1790, as
a candidate or the gospel ministry. On the 6th of October
following hd was appointed stated supply to the churches of
vVest Nottinlgham and Little Britain. In this service, having
continued a~out six. months, he received a call from these
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congregations to become their pastor, which, after delibera
tion, be declined. In his probationary visitations and preach..
ing, he accepted an invitation to preach to the congregations
of Lower Marsh creek and Toms creek:, in the Carlisle
Presbytery. 'J.1hey had recently become vacant by the trans
fer of the Rev. John McNight, their late pastor, to the
collegiate Presbyterian churches of the city of New York.
Mr. Paxson's services were so acceptable to those vacant.
congregations, that they promptly and unanimously gave him,
a call to become their pastor. He accepted the calIon the
4th of April, 1792, and was a~cordingly dismissed from the
Presbytery of New Castle to put himself under the care of
that of Carlisle. This took effect on the 7th of June, 1792,.
and on the 3d of October following he was installed as pastor
of the churches above named.

On the 20th of January, 1794, he was united in marriaga
with ~liss Jane Dunlap, daughter of Col. .James Dunlap,
then residing near Shippensburg. He ministered to the
united congregations composing his charge for several years,
until Lower Marsh creek congregation became desirous of
securing his entire services. To this change the other can ...
gregation submitted with deep regret, and from that time
until his death his labors were devoted to Marsh creek alone.
His service to this congregation was a devotion, indeed, being
one of larger duration than falls to the lot of most clergy
men] and extending over a period of forty-nine year~. Very
rarely, indeed, was he absent from the public duties of the
Sabbath, unless to assist a brother in the administration of
the Lord's Supper, and in one or two instances when, by
sickness, he was for a short time unable to render hig
ordinary services. His ministrations were always character
ized by decided ability and great faithfulness. By his con
gregation they were always appreciated, and their attachment
to, and estimation of him, suffered no abatement. To relin..
quish him as their pastor, was very unwelcome, even when
his bodily infirmities rendered it not only expedient, but
absolutely necessary. In 1826 the degree of doctor of
divinity was conferred upon him by Dickinson college. He
severed his long connection with his congregation by resign-
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• ing his cha~ge on the 19th of October, 1841. He, hovvever,
afterwards preached to them occasionally, until they obtained
a successorr He djed April 16th, 1845.

As a pr¢acher, Dr. Paxson was highly interesting and
acceptahle.I' His serm,ons were distinguished for appropriate
an~ ,veII.digested thought, natural and lucid arrangement,
and thorou~h discussion. Far from being dry and merely
intel;ectual

1
they were lively and impressive; and a \vell

regulated i~lnagination often added force and beauty to his
scriptural illustrations. In preparation for his public ser
vices, he 'as conscientiously careful and punctual. His
manner of preaching was what is usually denominated
,extempore,. but the luatter was the result of mature thought
and exact reparation. In manner he "vas solemn, dignified,
comn1andi jg, graceful, without any theatrical effort, and with
only those ~estureswhich his feelings naturally prompted him.
A s a pastorihe was affectionate and faithful. In the exercise of
church disdipline, he was strict and conscientious, yet con-

. siderate an~ wise. In his habits, he was very domestic. He
'\Yas, howe~er, eminently social in his disposition, and fond
of the soci~ty of his b.rethren.*

PEARS<DL, JOHN fl., one of the editors of the Lancaster
Daily and vVeekly Express, was born January 12th, 1818,
near Way~esburg, Ohester: county, Pa. His parents be
Ipnged to ithe humblest of society. From Chester county
they remo~ed to Sporting Hill, and from thence to Marietta,
Lancaster ¢ounty. In this place, \vhen he ,vas but four years
of age, he 'had the misfortune to lose his mother, who was
shot by a prunken man, named Hamilton. l At the age of

1William $anliltoll, more fam~liary kno'Vll, subsequently, as "Billy
Hanlilton," ivas a North-Irelander, who had settled in J\Iarietta at an
early period rf its history, and follo,ved the occnpation of hand-,veaving.
Under ordin~ry circuillstances he ,vas regarded rather as a useful and
industrious ditizen, but sOll1ewhat irritable altd obstinate, and, ,vhen
under the in:t1uence of liquor, a man of ahnost ungovel~lable passions.
J\fr. Pearsol'~ lllother was his nearest neighbor, and ,,"as known as a
l~emarkably l~lild and benevolent ,vornan, 'Vl10 often acted as a peace
maker betw~en belligerent neighbors, and possessed marked influence
as such. She had often used her influence previously in pacifying
Baillilton in his storn\y llloods, \vhen they ,vere directed against his

*~prague's Alln~ls of the American Pulpit, vol. 3.
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seven he was placed in the employ of Hugh 1\,fax\vell, pub
lisher of the Lancaster Gazette, as errand b.oy, and con
tinued in his service for seven years, and so lon,g as to
partially acqujre a kno\vledge of printing. Having left Mr..
1\Iaxwell, he \vorked in Philadelphia several years, and ll1ade
hirnself fully master of his trade. 'When twenty-one years of
age he returned to J..Jancaster, and Bryson, Pearsol &. ,\Timer
started the Berni- Vlreekly Gazette as a literary paper. vVith
this firm he continued for about a year and six 1110nths, and
then sold out his interest, losing in non-payments all the
products of the sale. On a borro\ved capital of $500 he
began, F.ebruary 10th, 1843, as a temperance organ, the

'wife, his neighbors, or other members of his family. On the unfortu
nate occasion w"hich so suddenly and so violently resulted in ~lr. Pearsol's
early orphanage, I-Iamilton was under the intluence of strong drink, and
had an altercation with some one, and as is usual 011 such occasions,
,vhen he canIe hOlne he directed his ire against his wife and other 11lem
bel's of his family- 1\1rs. Pearsol, either voluntary or throngh solicita
tion, attempted to administer the oil o~ peace which she had so ·success
fully administered on foriner occasions, but her benevolent mission only
seenled to have chafed hinl the more, if he did not come to regard. it as
an hnpertineut interference; he therefore ran up stairs into a room, and
declared he fwo'1lJd r~hoot the first person who ente1~ed It. I-Ib terrified
falnily ,vould fain haye persuaded hoI' not to approach hiIn in his present
frame of mind, but she, perhaps, not knowing that he had a deadly
weapon, or fearing he might do violence to others if his stormy passion
,vas not allayed, nevertheless entered his roonl, when the phrenzied man
imnlediately shot her dead, and escaped from the house. It ,vas some
days before Hanlilton 'was arrested, and having SOlne very warnl friends
in the place, ,vho connived at his concealnlent, it was considered hazard
ous to attelnpt his arrest, even if his \vhereabouts'had been kn(HV"n.

At length suspicion fell upon the house of his friend, .Tames Kane, or
l\lcKane, familiarly known as "Jimmy Kane," and the "l\Iarietta
Blues, " a volunteer conlpany, then under the command of Lieut. Elijah
Russel, was called out, to assist in making the arrest. The cOlnpany
proceeded to the house aforesaid, and after a feeble resistance on the
p~rt of the innlates, entered it with charged bayonets; where, after a
thorough search, they found Halnilton concealed under the flooring of
the cellar. Kane, having' been discovered "with a gun in his hand, which
he had threatened to use, before IIamilton was discovered, ,vas, with
another of his friends, also arrested as accessorie8 after the fact, and the
three men were inlmediately lodged in the Lancaster jail. At the trial
which followed, his two friends 'vere discharged, but Hamilton ,vas con
victed of murder in the second (legree, and sentenced to eighteen year8'
i1nprisonment in the old Arch street prison, in Philadelphia.
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vvTeekly Express,l and continued its publication up to 1856, it
being the longest instance of the connected publication of a
temperance paper as yet known in Pennsylvania. During
1856 he asspciated with him 1fr. J. M. W. Geist, and the firnl
started the I Daily EX1Jress, (and also continued the weekly),
which tbeyihave published up to this time. In the subject
of this sketbh, we have an instance of a man rising from the
humblest o~igin to respect, influence and independence, by
dint of det~rmined energy and steady perseverance, qualities
always surb to win when properJy observed. The early
event that I deprived him of his mother, was that which
originally gave him his first bjas in favor of temperance, and

Hamilton ~ecalne very penitent, and his conduct in prison was very
meek, exempJ'ary and praiseworthy, so much so that the usual rigor of
the prison ru es were relaxed in his case, and he was· entrusted with
many minor duties, all of '\vhich ,vere faithfully discharged. After
serving nine ears in prison he became a snbject of executive clemency,
and, accordint''ly, received a free and full pardon fronl Governor George
Wolf, in \831.

After his d, scharge from prison he returned to ~iarietta, where he
married a wido,v Coble-his former wife having died in the meantime, if
she had not ~een released by his diabolical act and criminal conviction
and led a rather quiet and industrious, if not a religious life, and died
in 1847. No,tvvithstanding his religions professions, the odium of hav
ing committeU a murder, ever attaclled to Hamilton-,vhether justly or
unjustly, he flever outlived it-and, doubtless, on a multitude of occa
sions, he real zed that "the way of the transgressor is hard." ~Iany

people imagi .ed that they could read murrde·r in the lineaments. of his
face, and heI~'in perhaps consists as solemn a ,yarning as the indulgence
in inebriatio. Every indulgence in violent anger leaves not only a scar
upon the rno al character, but also more or less impresses itself ulti
mately upon he facial angles of a man. Intoxication, therefore, only
relaxes the b~nds of mora] and civil restraint, a violent breaking down
of these barry.ers, and letting the habitual inner man recklessly rush
forth in somei act of violence. Early impressed with the fact, that it ,vas
through the irstrumentality of ardent spirits, as a primary cause, that
Mr. Pearsol Was wantonly deprived of a kind and affectionate mother,
at the very pfriod when he most needed a mother's care, it is not sur
prising that ~ should have devoted the best energies of his life to the
advancelnent!of the temperance cause.

1 ""'-hen ~Ir i Pearsol published the Express, as a temperance organ, the
tone of societ was very different towards the temperance cause from
what it after ards became, and has been for years. During the thir
teen years of its temperance career, he was prosecuted eight times for
libel, found giuilty in every instance, and mulcted in fines and costs. In
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the same which has ever intensified his support of this cause.
No Inore worthy instance of genuine worth and steady
adhesion to principle, triumphing over poverty and all accom
panying obstacles, is presented in our county's history than
is afforded in the career of the man whose sketch we have
penned.

PEELOR, JOHK, appointed Recorder of Deeds in 1830.

PENNEL, BENJA~IIN, was born iN Ohester county, Pa.,
June 26th, 1787. He served as a soldier of the war of 1812,
and was present at the battle of Baltimore. He was a wool.
carder and fuller by occupation. He settled in Warwick
township, being induced thither chiefly through the influence

every case he had shl1ply published what he stood ready to prove, but this
the law forbade, and for publishing the truth he was obliged to endure
tJle penalty. On one occasion he ,vas found guilty of libel, and sentenced
to pay a fine of $200 and the costs, ,vhich nearly equalled the fine; and
not having the Ineans to liquidate the penalty, he ,vas cOlnmitted to prison
in compliance with the sentence of ~he court. So great, indeed, was the
the antipathy to,vards the tenlperance sheet, that some of the leading
business men of Lancaster refused to have the nanle of the tenlperance
editor stand as an iInprint upon their business bills. The cause of
temperance ,vas in the low-est repute, and it even required a man of
courage to avow hhnself as its supporter. 1\11'. Pearsol was often threat- ..
ened with cowhidings for his support of the cause. This was the
passage through the fiery ordeal that tries the luetal of which men are
composed. Such, to the unre£leeting, however, ,vould seeln the 10V\rest
ebb in one's career, but in this instance, as is often the case, it proved
the turning point in his life. The deternlilled effort to ruin the
E::rpress and its owner, roused the friends of the cause, of which it ,vas
the organ, and funds ,vere inlmediately raised, the editor released, and
during the same Jrear the list of subscribers was increased from 500 to
3,500. The struggling paper ,vas at once placed upon a permanent and
enduring basis. It bad passed the turning point, and its success was
established. Since the year 1856 many prosecutions have been insti
tuted for libel, but all haTe uniformly been withdrawn and none prose
cuted to judgll1ent, ,vith the exception of one case, in which a verdict
of not guilty was rendered.

It may be here added, that the lager beer trade was first started up
in Lancaster about the year 1843 or 1844. One of the first lager beer
saloons opened in Lancaster city was kept near where the Pennsylvania
railroad depot no"r stands, and the beer was l1anled Bavarian beer,
(bierish). Henry Franke was one of the first in the business in this
city, and afterwards went ~nto its nlanufactnre, '\vhich, in late years, bas
.developed into a large and profitable trade. It is now one of the growing
branches of InanufactuIe.
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of Jacob ~eist, and he followed his trade there for some
years. He was appointed a justice of the peace by Governor
Shultz, under the old Constitution, and served until the
adoption o~ the new. In 1840 he ,vas elected to the HOllse
of Represebtatives, and reelected in 1841. He died August
12th, 1865;, aged 78 years. 1fr. Pennel ,vas a man of are..
markable rnen10ry, and "vas able in citing events that ha.d
transpiredJ to name the year and day of its occurrence. He·
was a strol'lg friend of the temperance cause. H.e was per..
fectly han ,st and upright, and no man could sway him in
any mann r from "vhat he regarded as right. Any corrupt
overture t~ him, vvben a member of the House, would have
been spurhed, and \vould have received a fitting rebuke.
He chose ~o remain poor and leave an untarnished reputa
tion in pr~ference to the accumulation of pelf by base a~d

dishonora~lemeans. Poor Benjamin Pennel was a man of
honor, an~ highly esteemed \vhere honor is respected, and
by the fe~ who appreciated his inner worth. Raise an
humble Inonument to his memory, for rnausoleums have
decked les~ \vorthy ashes.

PETE.aS, ABRAHA}I, \vas born August 29th, 1791, near
)lillersvill~, Lancaster county, Pa. His father, of the same
name, em~grated from .l\.lsace, iri France, (novv Germany),
about nin~ miles fron1 Strasburg, when nineteen years of age,
and locate~ in the vicinity of MillersvilIe, 1 then called Millers
burg. Helpurchased ten acres of land, for which he paid £270
in the yea~ 1777. He died February 5th, 1818, aged 77 years..
He kept ,t~vern in an old log house, in whieh the subject of
this notied \vas born, and also carried on a distillery_ A bra
ham Pete~s, after the death of his father, still continued the
distilling usiness, and did so up to 1853. fIe was, at the'
sanle tim, engaged in farming. Up to 1851 he also kept

ll\iillersvi Ie, originally called }Iillerstown, after\va,rds Thiillersburg,
derives its arne fronl the founder of the village, John l\filler, who
owned a lar$e body of laud upon ,vhic.b. the village now stands. He
sold ilve-acrr lots, reserving ground-rent. JOh11 }liller erected a large
brick house, composed of extremely thick walls~ and displayed his taste
in having Ol}e of his r()on~s covered. ,vith beautiful and artistic carvings.
l\liller, ill alter years failed, and his property passed into other hands.
His large hluse was torn down some thil'ty years since.
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tavern. He ,vas married on the 16th of October, 1825, to
~riss Fanny Gamber. Abraham Peters was one. of the
leading mO~lers with B. B. 1iartin, Le\vis ~1. Hobbs, John
Brady, Jacob K. Shenk and others, in the establishn1ent of
the Millersville Normal School. Mr. Peters was elected the
first president of the board of trustees, a position he bae
held up to this time. The meetings that led to the founda
tion of the Normal School, were h~ld in the years 1853-54.
The institution was opened in 1855, as the lVIillerstown
Academy. After Mr. Peters retired from the distilling busi·
ness in 1853, he prosecuted the business of farming up to
1862. For many years he had carried on the business of
saw-milling, at Petersville, on the Conestoga Navigation. In
1861 Mr. Peters was nominated and elected on the Union
ticket, a member of the House of Representatives, and dis
charged the duties of this position with credit to himself
and to the satisfaction of his constituents. Since 1862 he
has retired froln active pursuits, and resides on his place in
Millersville.

PETERS, .JACOB G., son of Abraham Peters, was born
September 4th, 1834, in 11illersville, Lancaster county, Pa.
He ,vas educated at the schools of his district, and after
wards pursued a collegiate career in Franklin and Marshall,
in the first years after the college was relnoved to Lancaster.
He was going to Marshall college, in 1fercersburg, and \vas
the student selected by the faculty of. the college. to have
charge of the transportation of the college fixtures frorn
Mercersburg to Lancaster. After graduating at college, his
father having been engaged in the lunlber business', and vvish
ing to retire therefrom, Jacob G. Peters continued the same
steadily u·p to 1866. From that time he has chiefly devoted
his attention to agricultural pursuits. \Vhen the .Farmers'
Mutual Insurance OOlnpany of Lancaster county was re
organized in 1870, ~Ir. Peters was elected as the general agent
of the company, vvith full power to renlodel the same, and he
is clothed with authority to issue ne\v policies tq insured.
During 1870 he acted as superintendent of the Lancaster and
New Danville rr'urnpike Cornpany of Lancaster county; also
as superintendent for the erection of a bridge, across the Con-
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estoga creeltc. Up to the breaking out of the war, Mr.. Peters
was an acti~e and influential Democrat, but since that time he
has operated with the Republican party. He was, by this
latter partyr nominated in 1868, and elected a member of the
House of Representatives. lIe has been a frequent delegate
of his party to the nominating conventions, and was a
member of the State "Convention at Philadelphia, which
placed Ge~. Grant in nomination for the Presidency.. Mr.
Peters has _Ifor several years been an active member of the
board of trustees of the Millersville Normal Schoo], and
acts as cha~rman of the household cOlnmittee. -

I PORTEr', GEORGE B., a son of General Andrew Porter,
·of revoluti nary memory, was born in Lancaster, February
9th, 1791. He read law and was admitted to the bar in the
year 1813. He speedily won a front rank in the profession, and
was for se~eral years one of the leading lawyers at the Lan
caster bar. I He was, in April, 1818, appointed prothonotary
of Lancast~r county, succeeding J. Passmore. He was a
leading Derocratic politician, and was recomrnended by the
conventionlof his party in Lancaster county ~s a candidate
for Govern~r of Pennsylvania. In 1824 he was appointed
adjutant-geperal of the State. He was an eloquent speaker,
and was qhosen by the city of Lancaster to ma.ke the
reception l'peech to General Lafayette,! when he visited
it in It)24. He was selected as the attorney to defend Walter
F'rankHn, ! he~ the.latter ,vas impeached before the Senate
of Pennsyl~ania. He was elected a member of the Penn
sylvania L¢gislature in the year 1827. He was appointed
Governor' qf Michigan territory, the duties of which office
he discharged for three years. lIe died at Detroit, July 6th,
1834, in th~ 44th year of his age.

PORTEii, JA~fES, was a delegate from Lancaster county
to the Refdrm Oonvention of 1837-38.

PORrr'ER, JA:MES, was one of the early settlers of Lan
,caster cou~ty. I-fe owned a large body of land in the south-

1 At the· tinh-e Lafayette visited Lancaster, a ball was given in honor of
the nation's 11stlnguiShed guest, which eclipsed everything which up to
that day had lbeen seen in the old inland city.

PA-Genealogy



OF LANCASTER COUNTY. 449

'ern section of the county. His son, 'Villiam Porter, was a
member of the Legislature in the year 1779.

PORTER, JOHN J., was elected Clerk of Quarter Sessions
in the year 1854. David :Fulton filled the last year of his
office by appointment.

PORTER, THO:\IAS, was a member of the Legislature in
1775. He was also a delegate from Lancaster county to the
<convrention of 1'776, which franled the first State Constitution.

POWELL, REV. ·W.A_LTER, a native of New York State,
and pastor of the Presbyterian church in Lancaster city,
from the year 1857 up to his death, in 1858. Rev. Powell was
.a nlan of rare intellectual capacity, and one who had caught
the New spirit of liberal christianity! which has so thoroughly
made its ,vay into the churches of Ne.w England and some
other sections of America. His serrnons to the old mem
bers of the congregation seemed entirely strange, and many
of his congregation \Ver9 unable to become reconciled to his
style of preaching. He was a close student, a deep reasoner,
and one who (had years been spared hin1) would have left a

1 The religious tone of the people of Lancaster county, is a matter of all
<>thers that deserves SOUle consideration. It l11ay be said, perhaps, with
out exaggeration, that there is no inland county in Pennsylvania where
a greater variety of religious sects exists than in Lancaster. It is owing
to this great cOlll1uingling of sects and interchange of opinions, that Lan
castel' county has risen to so cOlnparative a height in the scale of tolera
tion and liberality of sentiInellt, conllJared ,vith ~any other sections of
our country; for, it is a fact 'Yell kno,vn, that the entertaining of no
religious opinions (those of any sect) serves to arouse antagonism or
ill-will upon the part of any of opposite senthnents. Perfect harlnony
and good-will prevail aillongst all denominations; even Roman Catho
lics and those of the different Protestant sects live in the t>.st social
relations toward each other. The liberalizing sentiments of modern
theological views have silently insinuated theulselves, to a certain ex
tent, into the midst of all the various religions denominations of the
county, and the harsh visage of the olden tiInes has been driven in the
background. A large BUlnbel' of intelligent and influential citizell~ of
the county are scarcely nominally attached to any precise faith or 11lode
{)f worship, and yet Inany such rank alnongst the most respected of our
people. Such are, nevertheless, benevolent, hUluane and charitable to an
extent that may cast the virtues of professors in the shade; but a wide
tolerance is entertained by all such for opposite opinions, and with these
sincerity is accept.ed as the all-justifying requisite. Indeed, this senti
nlent, originally enlanating from this independent class, has made its
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marked i press upon his age. 1-Ie, however, for this locality
was beyond his time, but his spirit yet lives amongst us, and
will gro\v until in time it "shalthave reached its full developed
stature in the..eurrent and progressive movement of our age.

POWNALL FA11ILY. Levi Pownall, sr., of Salisbury,
was born ~n Bucks county, in the year 1755. lIe ,vas the
son -of Simeon Pownall, and the great· grandson of George
and Eleanor Pownal}, who emigrated to this country with
vVilliam Penn, in the year 1682, and whose S011, George
Pownall, jr., was born in Bucks county in the same year..
Levi Pownall was united in marriage vvith Elizabeth, the
daughter of Joseph and 1iartha Buckman, in the year
1782, and :having renloved to I.Jancaster county in the year
178...1:, he_first erected a tannery at Simmonsto"\vn, (in Sads
bury township,) where h'e carried on the luanufacture of
leather for some years. I-I~ llext purchased what is known
as the Christiana tract, which had been patented by Philip
Po,",vnall in the year 1702, on "\vhich he reBided a number of
years, and I was engaged in agricultural pursuits; and in the

way into ch,lrches; and it would be difficult to-day to find an intelligent
churchman tho 'would not concede th'at conscienco is the guide of man.
This might be regarded as a vast innovation upon tlle opinions of the
past. The world luoves, ,""uel ,ve Dl0ve "\vith it. Opinions als:o lllove.
ste.adily ol1':,yard, and the vie,vs of one age are 110 special index of \vhat
those of the follo¥ting age nlay be. The case cited, is but one of the in
stances of tie rise of the human nlind over the inherited beliefs of the
past, and th~ banh;hment of .the saIne amidst the snpeTstitions of clark
ages.. Rationalizing influences are felt and prevalent all around upon
men of everj"'" claf5s and grade in society, and are heartily cherished by
those still clinging to the truth of revelation. But ,vith all this liberal
izing movelnent that falls in with the cnrrent of the age, there is in our
county but fu \v ,vho feel bold enough to step aside froln the cherished
faith of the ehurch, and avo,v theillseives unbelievers in revelation. To
do so, requires more thall ordinary courage, especially in view of the fact
that the ....t\.merican Inil1d has not yet attained to that 1.tltirna thu.le of
toI~ration which ,vill even be willing to extend equal r~spect and honor
to the Chri~tiaD, l\Iohamlnedal1, Jew and In11del. An intelligent class
exists, ho"vever, anlongst us, rna,llY of ,vholll, nlenlbers of our'churches,
have already touched this height of toleration, and are ready to accredit
eqnal hones~y, candor and respect to all sincere opinions that may be,
and are eIlt~l'tained. vYhen all our people read} this, a progress ",-ill
have been niade, indeed, and one that should seenl.as likely to usher in
the halcyon days of the lOlJg delayed nlillennhlln.
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year 1803 he purchased what is kno\vl1 as the PO'Nnall tra~t,

comprising about three hundred acres of land in the valley,
about one mile south of ChFistiana, a large part of which
land ,vas purchased from 'Villiam Penn,. (in England), by
John Kennerly, in the year 1691.. The original patent for
this tract was signed by vVilliam Penn, and ia no\v in the pos..
session of Joseph D. Pownall, esq., of Sadsbury, and is.
beyond question the oldest title in I~ancaster county. He
was a liberal-minded. and generous man, and a worthy and
exemplary member of the society of Friends. He had three
'sons, Joseph, Levi, and Simeon, and two daughters, Eliza
beth and Catharine. Ilis son Joseph ,vas joined in marriage
with Phoobe, the daughter. of Joseph, and grand-daughter of
Joseph, sr., and Elizabeth Dickinsc;:>n. Levi and Simeon
were united in marriage with Sarah and 1faria, the daugh
ters of. Thomas and Eleanor Henderson, of Sadsbury, and
the grand-daughters of Rattil and Abigail Varman, of
Leacock. He departed this life in the year 1840, in the 85th
year of his age. His grandsons, Moses and Joseph D. Pow
nall, have served at different times in the Legislature of
Pennsylvania, and held various other public trusts. George
Whitson, late recorder' of deeds for Lancaster county, and
Thomas Griest, late assistant assessor of internal revenUt~,

were both married to the grand-daughters of Levi Povvnall,
sr.; and his grandsons, Levi, An1brose and Simeon, still hold
the original properties in the valley, where be spent the
remainder of his useful and eventful life. His grandson,
Henr.y Pownall, one of the present prison inspectors of Lan-

.caster county, was married to Deborah, the daughter of
Isaac and Deborah \Valker, of Sadsbury. 1\'lose8 PovvnnJI,
the son of Joseph and Phreb·e Pownall, and the grandson of
Levi Po,vnall, sr., ,vas born in Sadsbury tOvvnship, in the
year 1815. He inherited from his ancestors the old home
stead at Solesbury, in~Bucks county, whioh had been pur
chased from Willian1 Penn before his first arrival to the
province, in 1682. He was married in the year 1838, to
Susannah, the second daughter of Asahel and Sarah \Valker,
of Sadsbury. He purchased the homestead of his grand
father Dicl{inson, in Sadsbury, and \vas commissioned a
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justice of he peace in 1846. He was elected a member of
the Legislature in the year 1851, and reelected for 1852.
He was tfe Whig candidat~ for canal commissioner in
1853. Rel was an enterprising and serviceable man in the
communitJr' and did much to improve the neighborhood.
He and \Vm. Noble established the town of Christiana. He
died on the 13th of February, 1854, in the 38th year of his

age. Hisi'nly son, J. D. O. Pownall, stil.l holds his property
in Sadsbur .

PRICE, S. H., a Inember of the Lancaster bar, admitted
in 1852. e \vas elected to the Legislature in the years
1857-58.

PYFER~ COL. FREDERICK S., was born November 24th,
1832, in Martie township, Lancaster county. His father,
also name~ Frederick, was by birth a Prussian, and his
mother a ~escendant of ono of the oldest families of the
county. 4fter passing through the schools of his djstrict,
he went to !the ~larietta Academy, taught by Prof. ,Vicker
shaIn, vvhe~e he continued t\VO years and six months. He
went for a ishort time afterwards to the Normal School at
Mi]lersvill~. He taught the boys high school at Columbia
for three y~ars, at the same time reading lavv, and conlpleted
his legal s~udjes in the office or Issac E. I-liester. He was
adrni.tted t} the bar in 1857. He began the practice of the
profession n 1860, and was chosen chairman of the Demo
cratic cou ty committee, a position he retained up to the
breaking ,ut of the rebellion. Upon the breaking out of
the war, hei enlisted as a private in April, 1861, for the three
months se~vice. The company in which he was serving
being soon! afterwards attached to the 1st Pennsylania vol
unteers, h~ was commissioned l~egimental Quartermaste~,

'\\'"ith the rahk of First Lieutenant. He served the period of
enlistment, (three months) and then returned home. He
immediately set to raising a company for three years, which
formed a p~rt of the 77th Pennsylvania volunteers, and he
immediately was chosen captain of the same, it being com
pany K of lithe regiment. The regiment was sent west to
the army qf the Cumberland, and participated in all the
battles of that division, from Shiloh till the battle of Chicka-
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mauga, in September, 1863, ,vhen he was taken prisoner
with nearly the whole regiment. He was in the battles of
Shiloh, Chaplin Hills, Murfreesboro, Laverque, Liberty
Gap, besides numerous minor engagements. After the
battle of .Nlurfreesboro he was unanimously elected Lieuten
ant-colonel of his regiment by the officers, and commis-
sioned by the Governor of Pennsylvania. He was at the
time the junior captain of the reginlent. He was confined
in Libby Prison for nearly nine months, suffering all the pri-
vations incident to such a condition, and coming away with
a brQkenadown constitution, not yet recuperated. lIe was
released on parole until exchanged in June, 1864.' Upon
resuming his command it was found that his health was too
much impaired to be able" to endure the hardships of the"
active campaign then in progress under General Sherman,
in his march to the Atlantic. He was therefore detailed by
general orders to preside as president of a general court-mar
tial at Nashville, Tennessee, in which capacity he acted until
he was mustered out of service upon the expiration of his
term of enlistment, February 4th, 1865. Upon returning to
Lancaster, he resumed again the praetice of his profession,
in which he has siRce been steadily engaged. In October,
1871, he was elected Mayor of the city of Lancaster, a
position he now holds.

R.

RAMSEY, DR. DAVID,* was born in Lancaster county,
Pennsylvania, on the second day of April, 1749. He

was the youngest child of James Ramsey, a respectable
farmer, who had emigrated from Ireland at an early age, and
by the cultivation of his farm, with his own hands, provided
the means of subsistence and education for a numerous
family. He was a man of intelligence and piety, and early
sowed the seeds of know~edge and religioR in the minds of
his children. fIe lived to reap the fruit of his labo}; and see

*From National Portrait Gallery.
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b,is ofl'sprinpgrow up around him, ornaments of society and
props of hi~ declining years. The early i~pressionswhich
the care of:this excellent parent made on the mind of Dr.
Ramsey, ,~ere never erased. He had the nlisfortune to
l~se an exdellent and anliable mother ver'j! early in life; but
that loss w~s in some measure repaired by his father, who
took uncoI~monpains to give hinl the best education that
could then be obtained in this country. He was, from his

I

infancy, relfarkable for bi.s attachn1ent to books, and for the
rapid progrte~s he made in acquiring knowledge. At six
years of ag~ he read the bible with facility, and it is said was
peculiarly 4e1ighted with the historical parts of it. When
placed a,t a igrammar school his progress was very rernarka
ble. It lN~8 no unconlm.on t)1ing, says a gentleman who
knew him i!ptimatel}T at that tinle, to see students who had
almost arrired at manhood taking the child upon their knees
in order to obtain his assistance in the construction and
€ocplanatio i of different passages in their lessons. Before
he was tvve~ve years of age, he had read more than once
all the clas~ics usually studied at gramlnar schools, and was
in every respect qualified for admission into college, but

being thOU!'ht too young for collegiate studies, he accepted
t~e place 0 assistant tutor in a respectable academy in
Carlisle, a d notwithstanding his tender years acquitted
himself to 11e admiration of everyone. He continued for
upwa~~ds of.la year ~n t1:i8 situation, and then .went to Prin~e

ton. On h~s examl1?-atlon he was found qualIfied for admIs
sion into thle jU~l~or class, but in consequence of his extreme
youth, the I faculty advised him to enter as a sophomore,
which he dio, and having passed through college "\vith high
reputation, ,he took the degree of bachelor of arts, in the
y1ear 1765, t)eing then only sixteen years of age. Having
completed t~le usual college course at sixteen, he ,vas enabled
to devote s~lne tinle to the general cultivation of his mind
b:efore he commenced the study of physic; and he spent
nearly t"vo years in Maryland as a private tutor in a respecta
ble family" devoting himself to books and enriching his
mind witl}. stores of useful knowledg'e.

He then ~omnlenced the study of physic, under the direc
i
i

i
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tion of Dr. Bond, ofPhilad~lphia,where he regularly attended
tlJe lectures delivered at the college of Pennsylvania, the
parent of the celebrated nledical school ~Thich has since
becOlne so distinguished. Dr. RUdh ,vas then~professor of
cl1enlistry in that call ege; and this led~to:~a friendsbip be
tV/een Dr. Rush, the able and accomplished master, and
}{amsey, the ready, ingenious and attentive student, that ,vas
fondly cherished -by both, and continued to strengthen and
increase to tIle latest monlents of their lives. For Dr. Rush,
y01a.l1g Ranlsey felt a filial affection; he regarded him as a
benefactor, \\Thile he entertained the hjghest ven~ration for
his talents. He never had any hesitation in declaring him
self an advocate of the principles introduced~byDr. Rush in
the theory and practice of lnedicine; and in his eulogium
on Dr. Rush, a last public tribute of respect to the men10ry
of his lamented friend, he declares that" his o,vn experience
had 'been uniforlnly in their favor ever sinee they were :fir~t

promulgated;" and adds a declaration, that in his "opinion
Dr. Rush had done more to improve _th~~ theory and practice
of medicine than anyone physician either liviug or dead."
Dr. Ramsey was graduated bachelor of physic-a degree at
that time uniformly conferred-early in the year 1772, and
immediately cornmenced the practice of physic at the" Head
of the Bohelnia," in ~faryland, where he continued to prac
tiee with much reputation for about a year, when he
removed to Oharleston. Dr. Rush, in a letter vvritten
September 15th, 1773, after stating that he ,vould recom..
mend Dr. Ramsey to :fill the openin·g which.then existed at
Charleston, thus proceeds: "Dr. Ramsey studied physic
regularly v\'"ith Dr. Bond, attended the hospital and public
lectures of medicine, and afterwards graduated bachelor of
physic with great eclat. It is saying but little of him to
tell you, that he is far superior to any person we ever gradu..
ated at our college; his abilities are not only good, but
great; his talents and knowledge universaL I never saw
so much strength of Inemory and imagination united to so
fine a judgment. His manners are polished and agreeable,
his conversation lively, and his ~behavior to all nlen always
without offence. Joined to all these, he is sound in his
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principles; strict, nay, more, severe in his Inorals; and
attached, not by education only, but by principle, to the
dissenting interest. He will be an acquisition to your society.
He writes, ~alks, and ,vhat is lllore, lives well; I can promise
more for hi~, in everything, than I could for myself." Such
was the chfracter of Dr. Ramsey at the commencement of
his career in life.

On settli~g in Charleston he rapidly rose to eminence in
his professibn and general respect. His talents, his habits'
of business land unco.mmon industry, erninently qualified him
for an acti~e part in public affairs, and induced his fellow
citizens to call upon him on all ·occasions ,vhen anything was
to be done Ifor the common welfare. In our revolutionary
struggle he! ,vas a decided and active Whig, and was one of
the earliest! and most zealous advocates of American iude
p~ndence. IOn the 4th of July, 1778, he was appointed to,
deliver an ~ration before the inhabitants of Charleston. In
this oratio~, the first ever delivered on the .anniversary of
American ijndependence, he bodly declares that "our present
form of gojvernment is every way preferable to the royal
one we ha~e lately renounced." In establishing this posi
tion, he takes a glowing view of the natural tendency of
republican Iforms of government to pronlote knowleage, to
call into e~ercise the active energies of the hunl~n soul; to
bring forw*rd modest merit; to destroy luxury and estab
lish simplic(ity in the manners and habits of the people; and
finally to fromote the cause of virtue and religion. In
every perigd of the \var Dr. Ram.sey wrote and spoke boldly
and constam.tly; and by his personal exertions in the Legisla
ture, and in the field was very serviceable to the cause of
American l~berty. The fugitive pieces written by hirn from
the comme~cementof that struggle, were not thought by
himself of isufficient importance to be preserved, yet it is
well know, to his contemporaries that on political topics no
man wrote better than Dr. Ramsey, in all the public journals
of the day.! For a short period he was with the army as a
surgeon, a~d he was present with the Charleston ancient
battalion of artillery at the siege of Savannah. From the
declarationl of independence to the termination of the war
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he was a member of the Legislature of South Carolina. For
two years he had the iiouor of being one of the privy coun..
oil, and with two others of that body was among those
citizens of Oharleston who were banished by the British
authorities to St. Augustine. In consequence of an exchange
of prisoners Dr. Ramsey was sent back to the United States,
after an absence of eleven months. He immediately took
his seat as a member of the State Legislature, then convened
at Jacksonsboro. It ,,'as at this assembly that the vari
ous acts confiscating the estates of the adherents to Great
Britain, were passed. Dr. Ramsey being conciliatory in his
disposition) tolerant and humane in his principles, and the
friend of peace, although he knew well that the conduct of
some of those ·who fell under the operation of these lawe
merited all the severity that could be used towards them,
yet he remembered also that many others were acting from
the honest dictates of conscience. He could not, therefore,.
approve of the confiscation acts, and he opposed them in
every shape. Dr. Ramsey continued to possess the undirnin..
ished confidence of his fellow-citizens, and was in February,
1782, elected a member of the Oontinental Congress. In this
body he was always conspicuous, and particularly exerted
himself in procuring relief for the Southern States, then over
run by the enemy. On the return of peace, he returned to
Charleston and commenced the practice of his profession;
but was not permitted long to remain in private, and in.1785
was again elected a member of Congress from the Oharleston
district. The celebrated Jo~n Hancock had been chosen
president of that body, but being unable to attend from in
disposition, Dr. Ramse~y was elected president, pro te·mp0re,.
and continued for a whole year to discharge the important
duties of that station with much ability and impartiality.
In 1786 he again returned to Oharleston and reentered the
walks of private life. In the State Legislature and in the
Continental Congress, Dr. Ramsey was useful and influential.
He ,vas a remarkably fluent, rapid, and ready speaker; and
though his manner was ungraceful, though he neglected all
ornament, and never addressed himself to the imagination or
passions of his audience, yet his style was so simple and

32
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pure, his ~easoning so cogent, his remarks so striking and
original, 'and his conclusions resulted so clearly from pis
premises'ithat he seldom failed to convince.

He wa$ so ready to impart to others his extensive know
ledge on lall subjects, that whenever consultation became
necessary~his opinion and advice were looked for as a matter
of course, and it ,vas always given with great brevit}T and
perspicui~y. Thus he became the most actjve member of
every ass~ciation,public or private, to which he was attached.
In gener~l politics he was thoroughly and truly republican.
Through ~he course of a long life his principles suffered no
change; he died in those of his youth. Always disposed to
believe ~is opponents to be the friends of the country, he
endeavor¢d by his language and example, to allay party
feeling, a+d to teach all his fellow-citizens to regard them
selves as Imembers of the same great family. Through the
whole co~rse of his life, he was assiduous in the practice of
his profe~sion. Whenever his services were required, he
never hes~tated to render them promptly at every sacrifice
of person~l convenience and safety. In his medical princi
ples, he was a rigid disciple of Dr. Rush, a-nd his practice
was remarkably bold. Instead of endeavoring to overcome
diseases ~Y repeated efforts, it was his aim to subdue them
at once bI a single vigorous remedy. This mode of prac
tice is pr bahly well adapted to southern latitudes where
disease is so sudElen in its approach and so rapid in its effects.
In the tr atment of the yellow fever, Dr. Ramsey is said to
have beer. uncommonly successful; and it is well known
that he e ected several remarkable cures in cases of wounds
received rom poisonous animal~. Those who knew him
best, and had the experience of his services in their families

,for forty .. wo years, entertained the most exalted opinion of
Ilis prof~ssional merits. His ,videly-extended reputation
induced rfany strangers, who visited Oharleston in search of
health, toi place thenlselves under his care; and they always
found in him the hospItable friend as well as the attentive

I

physician~

We pr~ceed to consider Dr. Rainsey as an author. It is
in this ch~racter h~ is best known and most distinguished.
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His reputation was not only well established in every part
of the United States, but had extended to Europe. Few
men in America have written more, and perhaps no one has
written better. The citizens of the United States have long
regarded him as the father of history in the New World;
and he has always been ranked among those on whom
America must depend for her literary character. He was
admirably calculated by nature, education and habit, to be
come the historian of his country. He possessed a memory
so tenacious, that an impression made on it could never be
erased. The minutest circumstances of his early youth, facts
.and dates relative to every incident of his own life, and all
public events, were indelibly engraven on his memory. He
was, in truth, a living chronicle. His learning and uncom
mon industry eminently fitted him for the pursuits of an
historian. He was above prejudice, and absolute master of
passion. "I declare," says he in the introduction to his first
work, "that embracing every opportunity of obtaining
genuine information, I have sought for truth, and have as
serted nothing but what I believe to be fact. If I should be
mistaken, I will, on conviction, "villingly retract it. During
the whole course of my writing, I have carefully watched
the workings of my mind, lest passion, prejudice: or party
feeling sb.ould warp my judgment. I have endeavored to
impress on myself how much more honorable it is to write
impartially for the good of posterity, than to condescend to
be the apologist of a party. Notwithstanding this care to
guard against partiality, I expect to be charged with it by
both of the late contending parties. The suffering Ameri..
cans, who have seen and felt the ravages and oppressions of
the British army, will accuse me of too great moderation.
Europeans, who have heara much of American cowardice,
perfidy and ingratitude} and more of British honor, clemency
and moderation, will probably condemn my work as the off
spring of party zeal. I shall decline ..the fruitless attempt of
aiming to please either, and instead thereof, follow the
attractions of truth whithersoever she n1ay lead."· From
these resolutions the historian never departed.

From the beginning to the close of the war, Dr. Ramsey
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was carefully collecting materials for this work. After it
was completed it was submitted to the perusal of General
Greene, Who having given his assent to all the statements
made th~ein, the history of the revolution in South Caro
lina wasl publishe¢l in 1785. Its reputation soo,n spread

; throughqut the United States, and it was translated into
French, ~nd read with great avidity in Europe. It was ever
the WiShlof Dr. Ramsey to render lasting services to his ·
country; and being well aware that a general history of the
Revoluti n would be more extensively useful than a work
confined ~o the transactions of a particular State, want of
material alone prevented him in the first instance from
undertak·ng the former in preference to the latter.. When,

Ii therefore in the year 1785 he took his seat in Congress,
finding .imself associated with many of the most distin
guished eroes and statesmen of the Revolution, and having
free acce s to all the public records and documents that could
throw Ii ht on the events of the war, he immediately com
menced t e history of t.he American Revolution. Notwith
standing his public duties, he found time sufficient to collect
from the 'ublic offices, and fronl every living source, the rnate
rials for this valuable work. With Dr. Franklin and Dr.
Withers oon, both of them his intimate friends, he conferred
freely a~d gained much valuable information from them.
Anxious Ito obtain every important fact, he also visited Wash...
ington, ai Mt. Vernon, and was readily furnished by him with
all the i~formation required relating to the events in which
that gre~t man had been the chief actor. Dr. Ramsey thus
p~ssesse4 greater facili~ies for procuring ~at~r~a18 for the
hIstory o[ the Revolutlon than any other IndIVIdual of the
United 1ltates. He had been an eye \vitness of many of its
events, nd was a conspicuous actor in its busy scenes.
He was ,he friend of vVashingt~n, Franklin, Witherspoon,
and a ho~t of others who were intimately acquainted with
all the etents of the w.ar; and it may be said with perfect
truth, th~t no 'writer was ever more industrious in collecting
fact~, or more honest in relating them. The history of the
Americah Revolution ,vas published in 1790, and was
received Iwith universal approbation. It is not necessary to
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-analyze the character of a work that has stood the test of
public opinion and passed through the crucible of criticism ~

In 1801 Dr. Ramsey gave to the world his life of Wash
ington; as fine a piece of biography as can be found in any
language. It ,viII not suffer in comparison with the best
productions of ancient or modern tinles. Indeed, our
biographer had one great advantage over all others-we
mean the exalted and unrivaled character of his hero-a
character "above all Greek, above all Roman fame." In
1808 Dr. Ramsey published his history of South Carolina, in
two volurnes, octavo. He had, in 1796, published an inter·
esting " sketch of the soil, clirnate, weather, and diseases of
South Carolina;" and thi~probablysuggested the idea of a
more minute history of the State. No pains were spared to
make this work: valuable and useful. rr'he author was him
self well acquainted with many of the facts he has recorded;
and by the rne,':ll1S of circular letters addressed to intelligent
g~ntlemen in every part of the State, the most correct infor
mation was obtained. Many important facts thus preserved,
must otherwise have been soon forgotten; and by this pub
lication the author fully supported the reputation he had so
justly acquired. The death of his ,vife, in 1811, induced him
to publish a short titne afterwards, the memoirs of her life.
This interesting little volume, which, in addition to the life
of Mrs. Ra"msey, contains some of the productiong of her pen,
is very generally read, and has been extensively useful. In .
addition to the works already mentioned, Dr. Ramsey pub
lished "an oration on the Acquisition of Louisiana;" "A
review of the improvements, progress, and state of medicine
in the eighteenth century," delivered on the first day of the
new century; "A Medical Regi'ster, for the year 1802;" "A
dissertation on the Ineans of preserving health in Oharleston ;"
"A biographical chart, on a new plan to facilitate the study
Of history;" and "A EulogiuID on Dr. Rush"." All these
works have merits in their several departments; and partic
ularly the Review of the Eighteenth Oentury, which con
tains, perhaps, as much medical information in a small space
as can be found in any production of the kind. He had also
·committed to the press, a short time before his death, "A
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Brief his'l ory of the Independent or Congressional' Church
.in Charleston." To this church he had frorn his youth been
strongly ~ttached, and this little work was meant as a tribute

of aftectil!n.
The in Teasing delnand for the history of the American

Revoluti n induced the author, several years before his death,
to resolv to publish an improved edition of that work. In
preparin& this, it occ~rred to him that a history of the
United S~ates, from their first settlement as English colonies,
includingl as much of the Revolution as is irnportant to be
known, brought down to the present day, would be more
interesting to the public as well as more extensively useful.
.After co~pleting this up to 1808, he determined to publish
i~ in. co~ection with a universal hi~tory, hereafter to be
mentlone. Had not death arrested hIS progress, he woald
have bro ght this work to the end of'the late war. But the
last and ~reatestwork of the American historian yet remains
to be me*tioned. ]:Ie had for upwards of forty years been
preparing for the press a series of historical volumes which,
when fini~hed, were to bear the title of "Universal History
AmericaJiized, or a historical view of the world from the
earliest rtcords to the nineteenth century, with a particular
reference!to the state of society, literature, religion and form
of goveriment in t.he United States of America." 1 The
mind of :br. Ramsey ~as perpetually grasping after know-

. ledge; arid the idea so well expressed by Sir W m. JoneSt
"that it 'would be happy for us if all gr.eat works were

; reduced to their quintessence," had often occurred to his
'mind. 1

1
'was a cirCUlustance deeply lamented by him that

knowled e, the food of the soul, should be in such a great
, measure ,onfined to literary"and professional [Den; and he
:has often ~leclared, that if n1en of business ,vonld only employ
one hou~ in every tyventy-four in the cultivation of the
mind, th~y yvonld beconle well informed upon all subjects.
It had al~o forcibly suggested itself to his mind, that all of
the histo~ies that had been written were chiefly designed for

1 This ,v~rk was published after his death, by Carey & Lee, in nine
volumes, il~ connection ·with his history of the United States, in three
more, making in all twelve volunlcs.
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the benefit of the old world, while America passed almost
unnoticed, and was treated as unimportant in the scale of
nations. With a view, therefore, of reducing all valuable
historical facts \vithin a small compass, to form a digest for
the use of those whose leisure ,vould not admit of more
extensive reading, this great work was undertaken.

The labor of such an undertaking must have been great,
indeed; and when we relnernber the other nllmerous works
"\vhich occupied the attention of the author and the inter
ruptions to which he was constantly exposed from profes
~ional avocations, we are at a loss to qonceive how he found
time for such various employnlents. But it has been truly
said of him, that "no miser was ever so precious of his gold
as he was of his tilne;" he was not merely economical, but
parsimonious of it to the highest degree. From those avo
cations which occupy so great a proportion of the lives Qf
ordinary rnen, Dr. Ramsey subtracted as much as possible.
He never allo\ved for the table, for recreation, or repose, a
single moment that was not absolutely necessary for the
preservation of his health. His habits were those of the
strictest temperance. He usually slept four hours, rose be
fore the light, and meditated with his book in hand until he
could see to read. He had no relish for the pleasures of the
table. lie always ate \vhat was set before hirn; and having
snatched his hasty meal, returned to his labors. His even
ings only were alloted to recreation. He never read by the
light of a candle; with the shades of the evening he laid
aside his book and his pen, and, surrounded by his family
and friends, gave loose to those paternal and social feelings
which ever dwell in the bosom of the good man. The great
merit of Dr. Ramsey as a writer, is now generally ~cknow

ledged. We are sure that we but embody the opinion of
literary men in this country when vIe say, that as an historian
Ramsey is faithful, judicious and impartial; that his style is
classical and chaste; and if occasionally tinctured by origi
nality of idea or singularity of expression, it is perfectly
free from affected obscurity or colored ornament. Its energy
of thought is tempered by its simplicity and beauty of style.
As a man, the mind of Dr. Ran1sey was cast in no common
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Dlould; hi~ virtues were of no ordinary stamp. He was
distinguis~edfor philanthropy, enterprise, industry and per
severance. He was altogether regardless of wealth and free
from ambi~ion; and his active philanthropy only made him
an author. I He was an enthusiast in everything which tended
to promot~ the uloTal, social, intellectual and physical state
of his cou~try.

Want of judgment in the affairs of the world, \vas the
weak poi~t of his character. In common with most emi
nent literary men, he had studied hurnan nature more from
books tha~ actual observation. Hence, resulted a want of
that sober OUdgment a~d correct estilnate of men and things
so essentia~ly necessary to success in worldly pursuits. This
wafl the great defect in his mind; as if to sho,v the fatal
effects of aj single error, this alone frustrated all his schemes,
and throu~h the whole course of a long and useful life, in
volved hi~ in perpetual diffi':ulties and embarrassments from
which he ~as never able to extricate himself. As illustra·
.tive of thi~ part of his character, it ,viII be sufficient to rnen
tion the ze~l and perseverance with which he proposed and
urged the pron1otion of a company for the establishment of
the Sun1te~l Canal in South Carolina, a work of great utility,
but attend¢d with the Inost ruinous consequences to the in
dividuals 'bo supported it. In society he was a most
agreeable ompanion; his memory was stored with almost

gave grea sprightliness and zest to his conversation. He
never assu ' ed any superiority over thos~ with whom he
conversed, land always took peculiar pleasure in the society
of young nb.en of 'intelligence and piety.

Dr. Ra~ey was killed ,vith the bullet of a maniac, and
the narrati e of this occurrence .is thus detailed: A man by
the name of William Linnen having been thrown into
prison, it ~as on his trial represented to the court, that he
was under ,the influence of mental derangement. Dr. Ram
sey and D~. Benjamin Simons were appointed by the court
to exalnin

t
l

and report on his case. They concurred in opin
ion tbat Li nen was deranged, and that it would be danger
ous to let. im go at large. He was therefore removed to
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, prison, where he was confined until exhibiting symptoms of
returning sanity he was discharged. He behaved himself
peaceably for a time, but was heard to declare that he would
"kill the doctors who had joined in that conspiracy against
him." On Saturday, the 6th of May, Dr. Ramsey was met
in Broad street, about one o'clock in the afternoon, within
sight of his own door, by the wretched maniac who passed
by, and taking a large horseman's pistol, charged with three
bullets out of a handkerchief in which it was concealed,
shot the doctor in the back. The perpetrator was arrested,
committed to prison, where he remained confined as a maniac
until his death. Dr. Ralnsey lingered two days, and died on
the 8th of May, 1815.

RAMSEY, WILLIAM:, a member of the Legislature in the
years 1805, 1806, 1807 and 1808.

RATHVON, GEORGE, a lieutenant in the army of the
American Revolution, born 1750; mustered into the service
under Capt. Nathaniel Page, in Colonel Mathias Slough's
battalion of Lancaster county militia, August 24th, 1776.
Being a superior mechanic, he was detailed in 1777 to ma.ke
guns for the army, in the factory of William Henry, esq., at
Lancaster. Died in 1819. .

RATIIVON, LEONARD, a colonel in the Revolutionary
army. Born in 1748. Chiefly employed in the commissary
and mustering service in Lancaster county, during the war.
Died in 1814.

RATI-IVON, SIMON S., was born at Marietta, Lancaster
county, April 24th, 1812. His father ,vas Jacob Rathvon,
a gunsmith, ,vho settled in that town in 1810, and died there
in 1839. His lTIother was Oatharine Myers, of York county,
who died at l\larietta in 1825. His grandfather was George
Rathvon, the subject of the above sketch, and his grand.
mother ,vas a K.ranler, of 'Varwick tovvnship. His great
grandfather was Christian Rathv-on, who, \vith a brother,
named George, emigrated from South Germany, or Switzer
land, about the year 1740, and settled in Oonestoga town
ship, near Oonestoga Oentre, where the original residence is
still pointed out, and from whom all in this country of that
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name have sprung. It may be necessary here to say, that \
the name ,v:as originally spelled RathJong, and that it has no
relational affinity with the Rathbones, Rathburns, Rathbuns,
or Ruthven~, which are of English or Scotch origin, unless
one may haye been derived from the 9ther in Europe before
their migra~ion to America. The g, at the end of the nalue,
is now uni~ersally disused, although n1any retain the f in
preference ~o the v. It is stated, on the authority of an
emigrant fr~m the canton of Berne, in Switzerland, that the
name still e~ists there, and this is the only accessible evi
dence, in sujpport of the supposition, that that country is the
fatherland df the subject of this sketch and his progenitors.

There waJs nothing in the early career of the subject of
this sketch ito distinguish particularly him from the other
boys arnOD& whom he mingled. Inheriting a delicate con
stitution frdm his n1other, at the age of eight years he was
sent to a d*y.schooI, kept by a John Smith, in his native
t0Wlil, wher~ he continued two quarters, learning the alpha'
bet and spefling in one syllable. After an interval of three
months, he was sent two quarters to Samuel Ross of the
same place, but did not make more than a very ordinary
progress. In the winter of 1821-22 he attended t,vo quar
ters at the ~chool of George Br"iscoe, where he made more
progress in ilone month than he had during the \vhole pre
vious perioqs put together, and left school in the spring, able
to "read, wtite, and cypher"-at least as far as compound
addition. .Although possessed of industrious habits, a reten
tive memory and ordinary perceptions, he did not seern to
have a very clear appreciatioJa of the advantages of an ele
mental eduoation, until too late in life to avail himself of the

I

usual oppottunities of obtaining it, and therefore, at ten
I

years be hir'led himself to different farmers in east and west
Donegal an4 Rapho townships, alTIOng whom he spent five
years doingilfarm work, alternating it during the spring sea
son with w1rking along the Susquehanna river at such labor
as boy8 of ~is age could perform. On the 9th day of July,
1827, he bo*nd himself an apprentice to John Bell, tailor, of
~Iarietta, fat five ~years-witholit stjpulating for any school
ing-and served him to the best of his ability to the end of

I
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the term. Bell was by no means a man of letters, and -there
fore his immediate opportunities for intellectual culture were
very limited. Moderately fond of reading, he was kindly
furnished with books by Jacob Grosh, esq., and Mr. Abra
ham N. Cassel, from their private libraries, ,vhich )vas con
tinued for two or three years.

A fe,v weeks after the expiration of his term of service
with Mr. Bell, through a combination of circumstances which
he could not resist at the time, he commenced the tailoring
business on his own account, in his native tOWll, on the first
of September, 1832, although he was not yet twenty-one
years of age. In a month or six weeks after this event, he
becan1e a member of .a thespian society, and" was elected its
secretary, and also took a prominent part in its representa
tions on the stage. Here he came in social contact with
some of the literary men of the town and vicinity, and then,
to'o, he became conscious of his o,vn literary deficiencies,
and he availed hilnself of all the opportunities for intellectual
improvement which it afforded. Perhaps his whole subse
quent scientific and literary advancement, received its first
impulse from his connection with this society, and his social
intercourse \vith these men. New planes of thought, new
avenues of intelligence, and new standpoints for meditation
seemed to be opened to him, and without always possessing the
discriminating ability to sift the wheat from the chaff, still he
made progress in intellectual culture, at least. r~rhis relation
~ontinued until the first of November, 1833, when he dis
posed of his establishmeIl-t, and went ~o reside in Philadel.
phia, where he remained, principally in the employ of
Thomas McGrath, until May 20th, 1834, when he retllrned
to his native place, and reestablished himself in business.
At Philadelphia he fortunately fell into good hands, by the
selection of a boarding house conducted by three intelligent
Quaker ladies, who were sisters. The house contained none
but orderly inmates, and these were of different degrees of'
intelligence, but from all of whom our subject was enabled
to learn something, or to receive a valuable irnpressionD
On the 27th of May, 1834, ~fr. Rathvon was rnarried to
Catharine Freyberger, whose family had only been removed
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two generations from the fatherland, (the Grand Duchy of
Baden,) in tHe vicinity of Heidelberg, being the consumma
tion of a lOUr: prior engagement.

Oommenci g married life with little more than twenty
dollars in hi purse, and with no dependencies, save Provi·
dence and h~s own energies, many of its earlier years were
but a seriespf struggles to sustain a family-which ulti
mated in seten sons and four daughters-and to maintain
an intact int"grity. On the 1st of September, 1839, he dis
continued b siness again in Marietta, and took a situation in
the store of a brother who was jn the dry goods business
in Lancaster I,city, where he continued until the 1st of March,
1841, when ~e returned to his native place and commenced
business the e for the third time. He continued in business
with reason ble success until the 1st of November, 1848,
when he re oved with his family and located permanently
in the city 0 Lancaster, and went into the employ of Mr. F .
.J. Kramph, erchant tailor, on the corner of North Queen
and Orange streets, as foren1an and book-keeper, and con
tinued in his, eLnploy until his death, on the 18th of April,
1858. In tb~ summer of 1842, at 11arietta, he commenced
.the collectio~ of insects and the study of entomology, 80 far
.a~ it was c0ntpatible ~ith his attention to his usual occupa
tion, which vv~s his sole reli1nce for the support of his family.
Prior to tha~ period, however, as early as 1837, under the
inspiration o~ Josiah Holbrook, a Lyceum of Natural Sci..
ence had be~n established in Marietta, and our subject be-.
came a memTher of it, and made a collection of minerals and
a small one qf birds. rrrifling as these things may seem, yet
they were vafuable intellectual and moral aids in elevating
his mind abote mere sensual indulgence. In 1844 his first
literary composition was published in the columns of the
Argus, a weekly newspaper of the place. While in the
employ of M!~. Krarnph, he became a writer of moral and
m.iscellaneou~ essays, and also of practical contributions to
entomology, {vhich were published in the Farm Jourrnal, the
Marriettian, ~nd various other papers.

In 1Iarch, 1859, he purchased the stock in the establish..
ment of his l~te employer, and commenced the business of
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a merchant tailor on his own account, devoting such inter
vals from labor as he could conveniently cOffilnand, to the
pursuit of his specialty in natural history, and in various
literary pursuits; and his miscellaneous writings, over the
pseudonym of GRAN':PELI.JUS, as "veIl as over his own proper
signature or initials, have appeared from time to time in the
various newspapers of Lancaster city and county. He has
for years been in the habit of contributing articles for many
of the leading scientific and literary journals of the country.
Several of his papers upon entolnology have been published
in the State and national departments of agriculture.

N ear the close of 1850, and after a conflict with the merely
worldly m-an, Mr. Rathvon identified himself, through 1"e
baptisln, with the New Jerusalem church-perhaps better
known outside of that organization, as the "Swedenborgian
church"-having for some years previously been, to some
extent, a reader and receiver of its fundamental doctrines.
His father was of Moravian stock, his mother of Lutheran,
but his own earl£est religious instruction was in the Presby
terian church. It was not common in his childhood and
youth, for parents to inculcate any special doctrinal truths.
That was left to the Sunday-schools and the church. But
before reaching any definite theological conclusion, he passed
over what he has always since considered a rugged, a dark,
and a dangerous way. Indifference, "nothingarianism,"
nominal universalism, skepticism, pantheism, deism, and so
called rationalism, all, by turns, suggested themselves to his
mind as the ult~'matum of religious truth. But his mental
organization was such, that he could not divest his mind of
the doubts usually involved in these and many other forms
of mere materialisnl. lIe was also more or less influenced
by that superficial and uncharitable assumption which con.
demns a creed because its rec~ivers are faithless to its teach.
ings.· If the sentiments involved in the various ~'sms were
unsatisfying to his mind, so were also those of popular
orthodoxy. Therefore, vlhen the doctrines of the new church
,were presented to him, his :first irnpression was that they
were beautiful, if true; and then that if they were not true,
they ought to be true; and, finally, that they were the truth,.

PA-Genealogy



470 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

so far as he rwas able to comprehend the truth. Although
convinced tliat they are the truth t without qualification, yet
he is just aa fully convinced that no man rationally and
practically b!flieves any farther than he truly undel·stands.

Our subj~ct, on.. his own individual account, has never
solicited so¢ial or political position, power or place, and,
indeed, thro*gh deafness, which gradually carne upon him
after 1841, hie has felt himself quite incompetent for the dis~

charge of many duties which otherwise he might discharge
with ability.! Nevertheless, he has for forty years been a
member of ip.ifferent organizations, and has been honored
with the confidence and respect of his fellowacitizens. In
1831, and w~ile he was yet. an apprentice, he was elected a
member of aivolunteer company, and served in that capacity
for eight yeaJrs, during the last four of which he was its com ..
mander, holding his captain's commission fronl Joseph
Ritner, Gov1rnor of Pennsylvania. He was, in addition to
others name<ll, a member of the borough council, and secre
tary of the ithespian society, the amateur band of Mari~

etta, and a I performing member in both the latter; a
mernber of I, the board of COlnmon schools, of the select
council, a tr*stee of the Children's Home, in Lancaster city.
He is now ptofeSSof of entomology in the "Pennsylvania
Horticultura~ Society," corresponding member of the

. "Academy Jf Natural Sciences" of Philadelphia, and of
the "Amer~can Entomological Society;" honorary mem
ber and entor.rnologist of the "Fruit Growers' Society" of
Pennsylvanitjt, and of the "Agricultural and Horticultural
Society" of ~ancaster county; an honorary n1ember of the
"Diagnothiar Literary Society" of Franklin and Marshall
college, and 'I of the "Page Literary Society" of the State
Normal SchJol, at Millersville; secretary and leader of the
New Jerusal~m Society," chairman of the library cOlnmittee
of the "Mec~anics'Society," and treasurer of the" Lilll100an
Society" 1 of Lancaster city. In several of these he is an

IJ\ir. Rathvoli was one of the founders and incorporators of the" Lin
nrean Society" of Lancaster county, and Vfas one of its most active and
punctual members, never having been absent from a single meeting
since its first oJrganization in 1861.. No other member has been instru
mental in conttlibuting so largely and so continuously to its museum, its
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active work:ing member. He is also a Inember of Lodge No.
43, A. Y. M.; of Ohapter 43, R. A. M.; of "Goodwin Ooun
cil," No. -; and of "Lancaster Comm,andery," No. 13, of
Knights TePlP]ar, and of the "Empire Hook and Ladder
Company." If ,vealth and political or social distinction,
however, 1e the only evidences of a successful career in this
world, then the life of the subject of this memoir can scarcely
be claimed as a success.

He . is still delving quietly and unostentatiously, in his
professional calling, and in his usual literary and scientific
pursuits, making no higher pretension than a mere amateur
in these. He is now in his sixtieth year, with his usual en
ergy and health, and has seen .most of the companions of
his youth one by one pass away; himself, his wife, and eight
children, still surviving-five sons and three daughters.

Without any very special patronage, and with nothing
but untiring industry, he has not only supported and
moderately educated his large falnily, but has accumulated
a library of nearly a. thousand volumes, costing near.!y two
thousand dollars; a clever mineralogical collection, and
nearly ten thousand species of insects of different orders, but
mainly coleoptera; besides a comfortable hOlne. Perhaps,
after all, such an example from the lower walks of life, ,viII
be as a beneficial to posterity as one of more transcendant
talents and a higher social and pecuniary position. Those
in humble life are often overawed by the commanding
abilities of many occupying positions so far above theirs, and
they are also often deterred from nlaking any attempt to

archives, and its library; scarcely a month passing in 'which he has not
read one or nlore papers on natural science before it, or in some way
contributed to its material support. 1\luch of that persevering thought
and carefulness of details so necessary in sustaining a society of this
kind, and the patient labor of carrying its resolves into effect, has de
volved on him, and perhaps no society has made any more cheerful, con
stant, and unselfish ,vorking member. He was also one of the founders
of the" Lancaster County Agricultural and Horticultural Society;" and
of the Lancaster Far'lner, a monthly periodical established under its
auspices, and devoted to its interests. He was its senior editor from its
very beginning, and no number of that journal has appeared in which
he has not been a contributor to its columns. Although, professedly,
neither an agriculturist or horticulturist, and ,vithout any immediate
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alter or be~ter their condition, simply because they have not
-aJ more adV1antageous starting point. If it is impossible for
all men to dist~'ngu~'sh themselves, at least all may be better
than they !are, and achieve Inore if they w~·ll. Perhaps
nothing has contributed more to the success of our subject,
so far as hi~! life has been a success., than his industry and per
severance, supported by an integrity that never repudiated or
evaded a p~cuniary, social or domestic responsibility, or an
d>bligation ~ and that alone ought to infuse into others, in
like circu~stances, sufficient encouragement to "go and do

I

likewise." I
I

As a sctentist, S. S. Rathvon is an ardent student and
lover, of n~ture. In the department of entomology he is
especially ~istinguished, as he is also in the kindred sciences.
As a writtr upon entomological subjects, he is justly en
titled to r~nk amongst the first investigators of the science
in the wh?le country. He is diligent and devoted in the
pursuit oflhis favorite studies, and perhaps there is no in..
stance in I merica of such an incessant, self-sacrificing pur..:
suit of knbwledge, under adverse circumstances, as his has
been. After the ordinary business labors of the day are
past, he s~ends every night almost in his study until twelve,
two, three,!and four o'clock in the morni~genveloped in study;
and then retiring for a few hours he rises and breakfasts, and
is at his p}ace of business by the usual hour in the morning.
His are tme ardor and application of a Ouvier, or a Hum
boldt, an~ but for his surroundings and obstacles, a high
niche in ~Ihe temple of fame could have been achieved.

pecuniary i terest in these vocations, yet he has always given the weight
of his influe ce, so far as it might be useful to every enterprise that had for
its object thl ,velfare and the advancement of these departments of human
labor; and his, too, without any pecuniary reward. fIe has been for
Inore than wenty years a member of the New Jerusal81n Society of Lan...
caster, and Ifor two-thirds of that period has been its" leader" in public
worship artd the supelintendent of its Sunday-school; and has uni
formly bee~ punctual in the discharge of the duties devolving upon
-him in thes~ capacities. Seeing that, for the greater part of the tilp-e,
he stands aimost isolated in this community, deprived of the sustaining
influence o~ larger religiou~ communities, our subject exhibits a con
sistent adh~rence to religious principle, that is not alwa.ys met with
where there are no ulterior worldly ends to acconlplish.
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Fortune seems not to have bestowed upon hiln the con
ditions necessary for the highest scientific attainment, yet
he has far outstripped others more favorably circumstanced.

His has been the school of difficulties, and nobly has he
risen, despite his surroundings, and achieved a higher degree
of moral worth than otherwise he might have been able to
attain. It is in this latter particular that he has risen to the
perfection of manhood, and exhibits a shining example of
high moral tone but seldom attainable by maul In this he
is a noblernan, indeed; and but few know tbe great superi
ority and high moral sublimity of this true example of
Christian manhood. Nobler sentiments than imbue his
whole life and conversation, never influenced a Socrates, a
Seneaa, or a Confucius; and not in act only, but in thought
does this high moral standard pervade his feelings. No
action that he feels to be wrong, could he be induced to com
mit. Unkind feelings he entertains towards no specimen
of mankind; no slander ever fd,lls from his lips; nor does he
give utterance to any ungenerous remarks, it rnatters not
how anyone may have injured him. Perfectly unselfish in
all his actions, his efforts instead of being incited by sinister
motives, are prompted alone by a desire to elevate ITJankind,
and diffuse generally the principles of morality. If there be
one man in our county who has endeavored with all his soul to
take up into the whole substance of his being, constitution
and actions, the moral excellence of Ohrist's teacbjngs and
example, as recorded in the Evangelist, that man is the sub
ject of our notice. He has done this so far as weak and
erring hurpanity is capable. Not for the applause of the
world is his conduct shaped; his own internal sense of right
is his glliding star. What" popular opinion may be, he
cares not; only so far as it accords with the promptings of
that informed monitor of his bosom, does he give it audience.
He, hovvever, condemns no man who may differ with him in
opinion, freely permitting others to enjoy their own senti
ments as their consciences may dictate. His exarnple and
life are worthy of imitation, and if a higher reward than
mere earthly be the lot of devoted aspiration to the subject
of our notice, a large inheritance will be his portion.

33
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RAUC!I, RUDOLPI-I F., was elected Prothonotary of Lan
caster co1nty in the year 1842.

RAWnI~S, JOHN, elected a member of the Legislature
in 1853. i

REED, ELIAS, emigrated from Gerlnany about the year
1761, and; first settled with his family in Bucks county, Pa.
A few ye~r~ afterwards he removed with his fanlily to the
valley of! the \Vyoming, ,vhere he took up four hundred
acres of l~nd. IIe did little nlore, however, than build a log
cabin for himself and fanlily, and a stable for his horses and
cattle, ",h n he was compelled, by the hostility of the Indian

I savages, t:o return to Bucks county, leaving behind hinl his
llorses ana cattle. His log cabin and stable were burned as'
soon as his falnily had fled to save their lives. He had four
sons, one lof whom enlisted under Gen. 'Vayne, and served
under hiti during the \vhole period of the Revolution.

I •
REED,I JOHN l{., a banker of Lancaster CIty, and a luau

of e.stilna~le and highly hORorable character. He was in
1851 elec~ed prothonotary of Lancaster county, and in Octo
ber, 1870,! elected one of the board of county commissioners.
He ,:as efected commissioner by the vote of both political
partIes.

REED~ PETER, youngest son of Elias Reed, came and
settled inlthe town of Lancaster, (no"\v city), about the year
1783. As a citizen he was highly honored and much
respected~ and held several important offices in the county
of Lanc~~ter.

REED PETER, jr., son of the last named, was elected high

I three ye s. ~

REED THO}!A.S, one of the first] egislative delegates from
Lancaste county in 1829.

REDD~G, JACOB, of West Cocalico township, was born
October 17th, 1794. His grandfather emigrated from near
}IanheimJ, in Germany, and settled in Lancaster county at an
early da~y. His father was named Jacob, and died in 1854,
aged 84 iyears. The subject of this notice followed the
mercantile business from the age of eighteen years up till
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1862, when he retired and has since been living in retire
m'ent upon one of his farms. He was elected a member of
the Legislature in the year 1837.

*REICHENBACH, JOHN OHRISTIAN \VILLL.i\.M, was born
January 26, 1749, in Swartzburg-Rudolstadt, Upper Saxony,
Prussia. Little is immediately accessible in reference to either
his ancestry or his youth, but from the fact that he received
a liberal scientific and classical education, for that period,
the inference is, that his family occupied an easy, if not a
distinguished social position in his native country. This is
rendered further probable from the fact that he graduated,
or at least attended the university at Marseilles, in France.
In 1785 he left Germany, and spent some years in travel, or
engaged in some learned occupation. At all events, he
reached Lancaster, Pennsylvania, about 1780, and was imme
diately appointed professor of mathematics and German
literatu.re in Franklin college, then just going into opera
tion. Soon thereafter he married Mrs. Elizabeth Graeff,
formerly Miss Schvvartz, by whom he had a number of chil
dren, all of whom are dead, and some of whom he survived.
In addition to his duties as professor in the college, l and also
for some years subsequently, he practiced surveying and
gauging, in the county of Lancaster. He ,vas originally a
member of the Moravian denomination, and Rometimes
preached lay sermons in their church in Lancaster, and
otherwise made himself generally useful.

About the same tin1e that Reichenbach arrived in Lan
osster, Henry von Beulow, a German nobleman, and a native
of Prussia, who in his early years had adopted the military
profession, also arrived there, and spent some time in it.
Von Buelow had embraced the peculiar theological and
philosophical vie,vs of Emanuel Swedenborg. Reichenbach
and Buelow soon became acquainted, and socially and intel-

1 Franklin college was originally located in North Queen street, Lan
caster, near James street, and for many years was known as the " bar
racks," the" old stone house," and subsequently as "Franklin row."
It was suspended finally for the ,vant of pecuniary resources, and it is
probable that Reichenbach only engaged in the occupation of surveyor"

a nd gauger after its suspension.

* Contributed by S. S. Rathvon.
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, Iectual1y affiliated, and this soon led to a theological and
philosop~ical affiliation. The latter had brought with him
from Germany a number of the works of Swedenborg, for

I

gratuitous circulation and for sale. On examining these doc-
trines, Re~chenbachembraced them and avowed them openly.
He after1ards translated and published several works on the
doctrines I of Swedenborg-otherwise called the "New
Church,"+-one of which was entitled Agathon, which was

! publishe4 in both English and Gerrnan, from the Latin
manuscritts of Von Buelow, copies of which are still exta-nte
Reichenb~ch ,vas an extensive writer, and at his death left a

'large ma~s of n1anuscript, which never was subsequently
utilized, ~nd finally became extinct through age, mould and
mice. T~ese consisted of theological and philosophical spec
ulations, tatin and Greek translations, solutions of mathe
matical problems, and sacred and sentimental poems. It is
fair to in er, that some of his con1positions must have been

i publishe(~ under pseudonyms, not no,v recognizable in the
Halcyon 4tl/Jninary, the Da'wn of Light, and other new church
publicatidns of his day. lIe led a peaceable and useful life,

I

universal~y respected, in the companionship of DalIlish, Eck-
stein, Oa~penter, Bailey, Ehrenfried and others, who com
posed the [ittle band of " Receivers," after the return of Von
Buelow tb Europe, and at last was gathered to his fathers
on the 15th of 11ay, 1821, in the 73d year of his natural life.
How. deerly impressed .he was with. the Swedenborgi.an
doctrIne t'f the resurrectIon, may be Inferred from the In..

scription n his tombstone:
"By a proc ss which they call death, the earthly part sunk here pre-

! cipit ted;
The nobl~r part, by our good Lord, rose heavenly sublhnated.

REIG4Rrr\1 ADAJ\I, was an innkeeper during the Amer
ican Rev~lution,keeping his house on the west side of North
Queen street, near Oentre Square. His hotel was the Whig
headquar~ersduring the Revolution, and here the supreme

1 It ,vas at the house of Adam R,eigart that the lots were drawn'in
order to de~ermineupon which one of the British officers, held as pris
oners of 'Val' at Lancaster during the Revolution, the execution of the
lea.' talionis should take place in retaliation for the Inurder of Captain
Rudy, whoihad been executed at Ne,v York in violation of military ,law.
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Executive Council held its sessions when in Lancaster. He
was Lieutenant·colonel of a regiment under the comn1and of
'Colonel George Ross, and marched vvith his regiment to Am ..
boy, in New Jersey, and served vvith it until the regiment
was discharged. He was in various encounters which his
regiment had \vith the British during his service as one of
its commanding officers. He vvas elected a men1ber of the
Legislature for the year 1780.

REIGART, EMANUEL, son of Adam Reigart, was a tanner
and currier by occupation, and carried on this business quite
extensively. He was elected repeatedly a n1ember of the
Legislature, being a member during the sessions of 1813,
1814,1815,1817. He was cotemporary as a legislator in
1814-15 ,vi9h Jarnes Buchanan, vvhen the latter was n1aking
his first debut in political life. In 1821 he was elected
sheriff of Lancaster county. He also served once in the
office of coroner.

REIGART, E~1.A..NLTEL 0.) son of Emanuel Reigart, was
born in Lancaster in the year 1797, and was for many years
one of the leading and influential 111en of the city. He read
law ,vith AIllOS Ellmaker, and ~Tas admitted to the bar April
19th, 1822. Belonging to one of the old and influential
fanlilies of the county, Mr. Reigart soon took a leading rank
in his profession, and for many years was recognized as one
of the ablest lavvyers of the city. In 1834 he vvas nOlninated
and eJected to the Legislature, on what was known as the
Anti-Masonic ticket. While in the Legislature he sublnit-

The drawing of the lots was conducted by Colonel George Gibson, and
the lot fell upon Captain Sir Oharles Asgill. As soon as Gibson per
ceived upon whom the lot had faUen~ he' relnarked to Captain Stake
(pointing to Asgill), there is your prisoner. Asgill ,,'as inullediately
ordered under the COllllnand of Captain Stake, ,vho, upon the solicitation
and pledge of honor of ~lajor Gordon, another British officer, surren
dered .A.sgill to his keeping for a fe,,, days. 'Vhen ~Iajor Gordon was
,conducting .A.sgill away from the place ,vhere the lots had been drawn,
~he latter partially fainted and fell prostrate. 1\Iajor G-ordon upbraid
ingly remarked to hilll: "For God's sake don't disgrace your colors."
Through the interposition of lady Asgill, the nlother of Sir Charles, the
French Minister used his' influence ,vith Washington and obtained his
release, and thus rescued him from being executed, as otherwise he "rould
have been, in obedience to the lea' talionis.
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ted a mi ority report in favor of the school la,v of 1809,

instead 0 that of 1834. On the 24th. of February, 1885, he
delivere a speech, favoring the resolution offered by Mr.
Stevens or the suppression of Masonic oaths.1 On N ovem..
ber 14t~ 1843, Emanuel C. Reigart addressed a letter to
Henry C,ay (then the prominent candidate of the Whigs for
the pres1dential nomination), interrogating him as to his
connection with the institution of Free Masonry. To this
Clay rep+ied, that he had joined the order in early life, but
that he ~ad entirely retired from connection with the lodge
for upwards of nineteen years. In 1837-38 :1'11". Reigart wae
a memb~r of the State Oonstitutional Convention and took
a promi~ent part therein, generally cooperating with Thad·
deus Ste~ens-also a member of the COliven1i.on-on im
portant ~uestions. \tV ith hinI were associated in this con
vention, from Lancaster county, Henry G. Long, William
Hiester, 'I'Lindley Coates, Jeremiah Brow?, James Porter,
Dr. Coch,ran, and Joseph Konigmacher. In 1846 Mr. Rei.
gart wast'the Native American candidate for Congress from
Lancaste county, and in 1847 he was the N ative American
candidat for Governor, against Shunk, Democrat, and Ir,vin,
Whig, and received 11,000 votes in the State. When a
young tn, Mr. Reigart enlisted in 1814 in the company
raised b Captain Edward Shippen, which marched for
the defe se of Baltimore. In the same company were James
Buchanan, Molton C. Rodgers, Dr. F. A. 1tluhlenberg, and
in fact t~e elite of Lancaster. At a mass meeting held in
Lancasttin 1848, 1fr. Reigart nominated Thaddeus Stevens

! for Con ress, which was the first public nomination Mr..
,Stevens ad ever received for that position.

In th~ year 1848 Mr. Reigart retired permanently from
the pradtice of the profession. In 1851, havjng been ap
pointed icommissioner by President Fillmore, to attend the

1 The "A.nti-~Iasonswere opposed to the administration of extra judi
cial oaths such as were alleged by t.hem to be imposed upon Masons,
and they ~esired the enactnlellt of a law that would prevent such oaths
from being administered. They feared that these oaths would come in
conflict wjth the administration of justice. No oaths, they argued, should
be ~1l0we1 to be administered that might in any wise confict with those,;
of a judiqial character.
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World's Fair in London, he fulfilled the duties of this ap
pointment, and next made a tour of the continent, visiting
all the places of interest that delight the intelligent tourist.
The latter part of Mr. Reigart's life was spe!1t in retirement,
and in the management of his extensive estate. A fe,v years
before his death he was appointed by Judge Cadwallader,
United States Com~issioner for this district, a position he
held at the time of his, death. He died December 20th, 1869.
Mr. Reigart ,vas a man of considerable benevolence. He
was the founder of t·he Lancaster Athenreum, having endowed
the institution with $2500. A few years'before his decease
he gave to the Howard Association $1000, to be used for
the relief of the poor of the city of Lancaster.

REIG.A.RT, IIENRY ~f., was elected commissioner of Lan
caster county, in the year 1822. He was afterwards post
master of the ~city of Lancaster.

REIGART, ~FRANKLIN,J., a native of Lancaster, and a rnan
o~ considerable intellectual vigor. He studied oiviI engi
neering, and served iR this business under Mr. Gay, from
1834 till 1836, on the Columbia and Philadelphia railroad.
He aidpd in the location of the Harrisburg and Lancaster
railroad. He was surveyor for Lancaster, and published the
first map of the city. He was the first to get up meetings
to start the l..Jancaster gas works, and also for the new
markets. He was appointed clerk of quarter sessions in the
year 1839. He served for some years as an alderman, and
also for some time as recorder of the city of Lancaster. He
is now engaged as patent agent in Washington city.

REINHOLD, JESS~, was elected a member of the Legis
lature in the year 1855.

REINOEHL, A. C., is a native of Lancaster county, and
a graduate of Franklin and Marshall college, Pennsylvania.
He served with credit to himself in the ,v~r of the rebellion.
After retiring from the army he read law, and was admitted
to the bar in 1866. In 1867 he was elected a rnernber of
the Legislature, and twice reelected in the years 1868 and
1870. In the year 1871 he was appointed deputy secretary
of the common wealth.
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48°1
REIST FAMILY. Peter Reist, the founder of this family,

was a nati~e of Switzerland, ~Thom religious persec"1:1tion first
~rove to t~ Palatinate, and afterward to America. While
in the Pal tinate he married his wife, whose nlaiden name
was Anna lara Boyer. He arrived in Lancaster county in
the year 1~23, and became a convert to the Mennonite faith.
He built himself a cabin near Kissel Hill, which was claimed
by a man! named Witmer. He relinquished possession of
this and "'1ent about two miles north,vest, where be took
possession lor six hundred acres of land. 'J.1wo hundred acres
of this tra~t is yet in possession of John apd Jacob Reist,
great-greatrgrandsons of the first settler. Peter Reist. bad
five sons a: c1 two daughters. The sons were Peter, Chris
tian, Abr ham, Jacob and John. Peter settled in Leb
anon cou ty, Pennsylvania, and Ohristian died without
heirs. Abraham acquired considerable property and left
numerous escendants. Abraham H. Reist, of Lancas~el, is
his great-g I andson. Among his descendants are the Reists
of Shaeffe~stown, Lebanon county, and those in Lingl~s

town, Dau hin county, and in Canada are also of them.
His blood flows in the Reigarts, S,varrs, Bears, Stauffers,
Rostetters and Hersheys, of Lancaster county.... Jacob
Reist was illed on Braddock's field, July 9th, 1755.

JOHN RE ST retained the old homestead, with four hundred
acres of la*d, on which John Reist, his great-grandson, yet
resides. J~hn had five sons and three daughters, viz: Chris
tian, Abra~arn, Jacob, John, and Peter. Christian retained
the old hO~1estead,and Abraham procured an adjoining tract
of land. zra Reist, prison inspector, is the latter's grand
son. Jaco died unmarried; and John left a son in Erie
county, N e Yark, named Jobn Reist, a Reformed Mennon
ite clergy an. Peter settled between Oregon and Millport.
One of Pe ler's sisters was married to a man named I{auff
~an, and s~tt]ed in Virginia; another was marrietl to a mall
named Bo~berger, grandfather of Rev. Christian Born ber
ger. The !other sister married a Hostetter, the father of
Henry Ho~tetter, a member of the Legislature in 1827.
Rev. Charl~s H;ostetter, a Mennonite clergyman, is a grand
son of Hostetter, first nan1ed.

..
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PETER REIST I had two sons, John and Jacob, and one
daughter, the mother of the ,vife of Greybill Bear, of :Nlount
Joy, and Joseph Brubaker's wife, of Warwick. John was a'
weil ~ducated and talented young man. lIe was cOffilnis
sioned a justice of the peace of Manheim township, and
died at the earI,Y age of thirty.two years. He was a surveyor,
and with Jacob Hibshlllan and Charles ~lontelius, laid out
the towns of War\vick and New Ephrata, now called Lincoln.

Joseph Ritner, afterwards Governor of Pennsylvania, ,vas
a hireling for son1e time in the employ of Peter Reist, then
being a poor yOJ,lng man. "Vhen he became Governor he
paid his old friends in Warwick tovvnship a visit, and spent
.a night with Jacob Reist, who had been oft his pIa}rn1ate
when in the employ of Peter, his father. He made numer
ous observations, and remarked the great changes that had
taken place on the farms since he had lived in that section.
Ritner,2 on that occasion conver8ed freely on politics.
Having been for years a prominent Den10crat, he relnarked
the great strength of the Masonic order, and said that he
believed, had he been a Free·11ason, he would have been
nominated for Governor by the Denl0crats at the time 'Volf
was made their oondidate. Ilis conscientious scruples, how
ever, prevented his being a Free-Nlason.

The Reists were all originally Democrats, but left the

I Peter Reist was an ardent Democrat, and when the news canle that
J efferson' was elected President over Burr in 1800, happening to be in
Lancaster, and expressing his joy at the result, the Federalists fell upon
him, and he with difficulty Inacle his escape to his hOlne.

2 When Joseph Ritner was elected Governor in 1835, being free and
untrammeled of pledges, he chose his cabinet officers ","ithout any pre
vious bargaining. He had concluded in his o,vn nlind to tender the
Secretaryship of State to ...\.n10s Elhnakel', of Lancaster. ~Ir. Elhnaker
·,declined the position, but at the same time recolumended Thonlas H.
Burro,ves, who had studied law in his offiee, and to whom he felt
attached. He assured the Governor that ~Ir. BUITo·wes ,vas fully COID

l)etent for the position, anLl if any assistance "\yould be needed he "Tonid
cheerfully render him any aid. This l'ecollnnendation of Mr. Elhnaker
luade Tholllas H. Burro,ves Secretary of State, and ,vas the foundation
of his prominence as a Pennsylvania school nlan. Had lVI1'. Elhnaker
l'ecomnlended rIenl'Y G. Long or Enlanuel C. Reigart, ~ir. Burrowes
,vould never have been Secretary of State. The word of an influential
luan is therefore potent.
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party at t e same time that James Buchanan joined it.
~itnon Reis~, grandson of Peter, was one of the nine lnen in
1855, who i organized the Republican party in Lancastel;~

county.
Jacob R~ist was somewhat an active politician i~l his day,

and is now i living, a man of advanced years, in Petersburg,
Lancaster county. fIe had four sons, Simon, Peter, Levi
and Isaac; also, five daughters, Elizabeth, married to Samuel
Royer; AIl-ua, married to Greybill Bear; Catharine, married
to Henry L. Landis; Barbara, married to A. D. Greybill, and
Levina, m~rried to H. II. Oberholtzer. IEmac died single,
and Simon li died in 1862, nea~ Lancaster, leaving four SODS, •

Henry, Li~nffius, John and SImon.

REIST, ~EVI 8., of Warwick township, \vas born April
13th, 1817.1 He was raised upon a farn1, and has been en..
gagea in a~ricultural pursuits all his lifetime. In politics
he has 'alw~ys been a leading man in his district, and in 1848
was one ofl the delegates from Lancaster county to the State
convention, of the ""Vhig party that nominated a canal com
missioner, and chose presidential electors "ttVhich elected
General Talylor President of the United States. In 1851 he
was electe~-a justi~e of the peace for his township, a position
he filled fot ten years. He was elected in 1859 one of the
board of cJunty commissioners,l a position he held for three
years. In!1866 he was one of three who signed a call for a

IThe office of county commissioner was, dnring the rebellion espe
cially, one 4f grave responsibility. New duties devolved upon the
board which! required rare judgnlent to discharge with entire satisfac
tion. The c~mmissioners, together with two of the judges of the court,.
were constit~ted a board of relief for distributing aid from the
public funds Ito the 'widows and families of soldiers in destitute circum
stances. T~ commissioners ,,,,ere required to procure arms, and have
them in re~diness for defense along the border, if occasion should
require. T~I first muskets received by them, were old flint-locks that
were lying i Ie in. the State arsenal at Harri~burg, and which they had
altered into, ercussion locks by Henry E. Leman, gunsmith, of Lan
caster. The ,vere furnished at another time with one thousand new
muskets, fot which the county gave bonds. They were frequently
solicited to ~urnish quarters for soldiers in the national service, and on
several occas~ons did so; at one time on the fair grounds, and on other
occasions ~oldiers 'were quartered in the court house and in the churches
of the CitY.

1

1n the beginning of the war the commissioners Oft'el:ed a
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meeting, which laid the foundation of the Lancaster Agri.
cultural and Horticultural Society, and was the first_president
of the same. He aided actively in the establishment of the
Lancaster Farmer, in January, 1869, and during the first year
was on the editorial corps, and has ever since been one of
its leading contributors.

REITZEL, JOHN, ,vas appointed Recorder of Deeds in
1821.

REYNOLDS, JOHN, a native of Lancaster county, was
the editor of the Journal for rnany years before its union
with the Intelligencer. After his retirement from editorial
life, be moved to Cornwall, and assumed the management of
the iron works at that place. He was chosen guardian of
the minor children of Thomas B. Coleman. He remained
the manager at Cornwall until about 184'7, when he returned
to Lancaster. In 1822 he was elected a. member of the
Legislature, a:od reelected in 1823. lIe died in Baltimore,
May 11th, 1853, in the 67th year of his age. He is the
father of General John F. Reynolds and James L. Rey
nolds, esq.

*REYNOLDS, MAJOR GENERAL, JOHN FULTON, was born
in Lancaster, Pa., on the 21st of September, 1820. He was
educated in the schools of his native city, and in 1837 was

bounty of fifty dollars for one regiment of ten companies for nine
months. Instead of ten companies fourteen companies were raised.

l'Iuskets ,,,,ere distributed to the citizens by the commissioners, who
were enrolled p'ro tempore for the preservation of law while the drafting
process was being performed at the court house, in Lancaster, during
the year 1863. This was deemed necessary on the part of the authori
ties, in order to repress strong indications of riot that were manifesting
themselves upon the occasion refe~red to. The reason of this was, that
as great difference of sentiment prevailed alnongst the people of the
North as to the justice of the war against the South, many were un
willing to be compelled to fight in a cause that they regarded unjust
and unconstitutional. Those "amongst whom the riotous proceedings
were manifested, were generally the German inhabitants of the city,.
many of ,vhom were in principle opposed to the war policy of the
government. A few citizens were arrested, but order ,vas again re
stored, when a number of the inhabitants of the city were armed with
muskets, and so detailed about the court house as to intimidate an
outbreak.

*Contributed by J. M. W. Geist.
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,appointed a i,cadet at 'Vest Point. He graduated from the
1\1ilitary Aca~erny in 1811; in July of the sanie year he was
appointed b~evet second lieutenant in the Third Artillery,
and was orddred to Fort McHenry, Baltimore; three months
later he wa$ promoted to a second lieutenancy; early in
1843 he was 'I ordered to St. Augustine, and at the close of
the .year \vasl, transferred to Fort Moultrie. In 1845 he ,vas
sent to Corp1P-s Christi, and afterwards to Fort Brown. In
June, 1846, h~ ,vas promoted io first lieutenant, and marched
,vith his batt~ry, accompanying Genera] Taylor's artuy, into
Mexico; was'l engaged at the battle of 1fonterey, and two
days therea~er was breveted captain for gallant conduct.
On the 21st <Df February, 1847, he "ras in the battle of Buena
Vista, and ft:'Jeived the brevet of major for meritorious ser..
vices. At t e close of the ~fexican war he was sent to the
forts on the :oast of New England, ,vhere he remained four
years, when he vvas appointed a staff officer to General
Twiggs; and li~l 1853 went to New Orleans, but" in the follow
ing year ret~rned to the east, and was stationed at Fort
Lafayette, ulitil he ,vas attached to an expedition which was
sent across tlie plains to Utah. He reached Salt Lake City
in August, ~854; in March, 1855, he ,vas promoted to a

I

captaincy, a~d sent across the mountains to California.
During the y:ear he remained on the Pacific coast, he engaged
in expeditioDjs against the Indians, commanded posts, and at
one time ,vas on a board to examine candidates for admis
sion into the'l army from civil life. In December, 1856, he
arrived at Fqrtress 1fonroe, and in the summer of 1858 was
placed in con\lrnand of battery C, of the Third regiment, and
was ordered ito cross the plains with his command, to Utah.
~Che battery {vas one of the most efficient in the service, and
hence SeeretdrJ Floyd sought to destroy it, by mounting it
and sending ~t across the Rocky Mountains. The company,
however, arr~ved in safety at Fort Vancouver, in December,
1859. I

In Septem~er~ 1860, Ivlajor Reynolds ,vas appointed com
mander of e~dets at 'Vest. Point ; in :NIay, 1861, he was ap
pointed lieutenant-colonel of the Fourteenth Infantry, and
sent to New fondon, Connecticut, to recruit his regiment to
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its maximum strength for service in the rebellion.l In
August he was promoted to the rank of brigadier.general
of volunteers, and ,vas ordered to command Fort Hatteras;
but, at the request of Governor Curtin, General Reynolds
was assigned to the command of the first brigade of the
Pennsylvania Reserve Corps. He marched and fought with
his brigade on the peninsula, and in Pope's campaignD
General Pope says in his report:

" Brigadier-General John F. Reynolps, commanding the Pennsylvania
Reserves, nlerits the highest commendation at IllY hands. Prompt,
active and energetic, he commanded his division ,vith distinguished
ability throughout the operations, and performed his duties in all situa
tions with zeal and fidelity. ' ,

After the retreat of General Pope to the defences around
Washington, it became apparent that the enemy contem
plated an invasion of NIaryland, and probably of Pennsyl
vania. Governor Curtin, therefore, on the 4th of September,
1862, issued a proclarnation calling out 75,000 of the State'

IThe period of the Southern rebellion was Ol1e that called forth a tone
of sentiment in Lancaster county 'which cannot, ","'ith due propriety, as
it seems to us, be passed over in silence. A state of feeling existed,
that it is to be hoped will never again be experienced. After the elec
tion of Abraham Lincoln to the presidency, in 1860, the Southern States,
one after another, prepared to put their long asserted reso]ves into exe
cution; and in December of that year, South Carolina passed an ordi
nance of secession, severing her allegiance from the Federal Unione

This step was looked upon by our people as' an ebullition of anger that
would amount to nothing; and when anyone happened to express his
fears that the event betokened something serious, he ,vas Inet by the
remark, "0 this wz·U soon blo/IJ) o'ver," or, "'we can 'lohip tlwlJb in two Meeks,"
and language of that character, all going to show that no adeqnate idea
was entertained of the magnitude of the difficulties that were threaten
ing the country.

When at length the bulletin board, on the morning of April 13th, 1861,
toid the sad ne'ws that Fort 8uInter had beenl1red upon, it was surrounded
by a crazed multitude, as it ,vould have seelned, and threats ,vere in
every mouth almost, that the Southern States should be ,viped out of
existence. Even to intimate a doubt of the speedy downfall of tho
rebellion, was accepted by the infuriated as evidence of treasonable
senthnents; and a relnark made by an individual in presence of some
citizens: "Gentlemen, this will be a three years ,var," was met with
such replies as, ""W7t.y, man, you ((;'/"e orazy," or, "0 )ny God, this mc((;ns
nothing, it /[I)ill be allover in a 'lnonth."

The feelings of those favorable to the war, became speedily embittered
towards such as intimated the least doubt as to the success of the

•
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militia, and bn the 12th General Reynolds ,vas relieved from
the commaId of the Reserve Corps, and ordered to proceed
to Harrisbu g, 'at the request of the GoverRor, to organize
and comma! d these forces. He received the men, who were
pouring in incessant streams to the Capital, organized them
into brigades, and marched them up the Cumberland valley to
protect the '~orders of the State. After the battle of Antie
tam the miilitia ,vas disbanded, and General Reynolds re
joined the' 4-rmy of the Potoluac, and assumed command of
the first corps; he rendered distinguished service at the
battle of ~Ftedericksburg,and carried the enemy's works on
the left. Bfe was appointed military governor of that city,
and his ad~~inistrationof affairs was so vigorous and equit
able, that ~he loyal citizens rejoiced in the establishment of
the authority of the United States in their midst. His troops
were prese~t, but were not called into action at the battle of
Chancellor~ville. When General Meade moved the army

struggle. Tlfe great majority of the people appeared, and were in re
ality, in favo~ of the prosecution of the contest for the restoration of the
Union. No lintimation that the abolition of slavery was an object,
was made byl any of the war pal~t~sans; and when one opposed to the
war would cl~im that it was prosecuted for the purpose of freeing the
negroes, this iwas ever indignantly denied. The fact need not be con
cealed, that a), considerable number of the people felt averse to the prose
cution of suc/b. a war, as they regarded all difficulties between the two
sections as c~pable of being settled without a collision of arms. But
the larger number of those who entertained such opinions were careful
to conceal th ID, as it was perceived that in the midst of the excitement
their person and business were in jeopardy by the expression of opinions
then very un opular. The people were speedily divided into those favor
able to and hose opposed to the war. The shrewd and designing of
the latter dh 'sion, sitnply allowed their opinions to be known by those
who agreed IWith them. They, as a consequence, were popular with
both parties,! for they could easily vary their sentiments to suit the com
pany in whiqh they might happen to be. But there are always those
who are bole} enough to express their real opinions, whether they be '
pepular or the contrary. Upon this small band the popular venom poured
itself. All Who as a consequence expressed any sentiment that did not
accord with I the popular opinion, were denounced as traitors, and de
serving of being executed. They were required to meet frowning looks in .
all their meanderings,:and hear offensive and insulting remarks at many a
corner as th~y passed the streets. Oft would the man of honest opinions
cross the street 'sooner than encounter one whose hatred of him and his
opinions he felt was intense. Men that had been bosom friends for
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from Frederick into Pennsylvania, e]fpecting each hour to
encounter the rebel force, he selected General Reynolds, his
bosom friend, and the man of all others in whonl he reposed
the most implicit confidence, to lead the advance \ving, com-

· posed of three corps, the First, Third, and Eleventh. Morn
ing and evening, frequently during the day, and in the still
hours of night, these t,vo distinguished soldiers, Pennsylva
nia's noblest contributions to the army, could be seen in
close consultation and earnest discussion. The commanding
,general comrnulli9ated fully all his plans and intended move
ments to his companion, and heard with deep interest the
conlments of the great soldier. Reynolds, in turn, with the
whole ardor of his noble nature, entered into the work
assigned him; he led forth his troops, marching at the head
of the great army as a patriot going out to battle for the
honor of his country and the liberty of his race.

When, on the morning of t.he 1st of July, he rose to the
summit of the hills in front of Gettysburg, he saw at a glance,

years before the ,val', would pass and repass without exchanging recog
nitions, because of diversity of political senthnent. Relations, and even
members of the saIne fatnily, quarreled over the question afthe ,val'. After
an election, the vulgar of the winning party were always loud in their
taunts and insults of their discomfited partisans. A men1ber of the
defeated party, on a morning after the election, was sure to hear plenty
of such remarks as: "the copperheads hang their h.eads this morning."
This condition of feeling continued during the whole war, and had the
mob in some cases been permitted to have taken their ,vay, the houses
of citizens ·who did not favor the war would have been burned over their
heads. But there "rere always lneu of influence in the ,\var party who
prevented acts of this kind [roln being perpetrated.

They knew the obnoxious individuals, and felt convinced that their senti
ments were as honest and equally patriotic as their own. They shnply
differed as to the lllanl1er of settling the national difficulties. At a thne
during the rebellion ,vhen a couple of reghnents ,vere encamped near
Lancaster, loud threats were made against ex-President Buchanan, and
had not a few leading citizens interposed, his residence might have fallen
a victim to the rage of a heated soldiery, and himself subjected to such
indignities as have disgraced the annals of history. 'rhis long period of
war ,vas sufficient to unfold to an observer almost a cOlllplete philosophy of
democratic society. Before the breaking out of the war, Democratic
leaders hastily penned resolves for conventions, denouncing all coercion
of the Southern States. They stood upon the Kentucky and Virginia '
resolutions, and 110 coercion should be ~al1ctioned. But no sooner was
the call for soldiers issued, than these same leaders were mustering in
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as his practiced eye viewed the country around him, that
there, on tHe rocky hills, must be fought the great battle,
,vhich was ~to decide whether the honor of the Northern peo
ple should be preserved inviolate, or whether their cities,
and countr , and villages should be sacked and destroyed
by the invading foe.

Arriving nearer the town, at eleven o'clock in the fore
noon, he forund General Buford's cavalry division already
skirmishin* with the Confederate troops, 'Nho appeared two
miles to t~e westward. Reynolds, with his accustomed
boldness tq> attack, did not hesitate as to bis duty, or wait
for instruc~ions; he was an accornplished soldier, and know
ing that it ~vas Meade's deternlination to fight the enemy on
the first adt'antageous ground in his front, ilnn1ediately ad
vanced to e support of Buford's cavalry, and engaged the
enemy. T, e :First corps pushed forward through the town
to occupy Jhill on the west side, near Pennsylvania college,
where it enlcountered Heath's division of Hill's corps of Can..,

men for the conquest of the South. Unfortunate is that country that can
have no bettet cla~s of leaders. Again the oaths went up, loud and long,

, upon the par~of many of the luob, that they would not go to the war" to
fight for negrfes." The next news, ho'wever, that caIne was, that these
same s"vagge~.ngoathsmen were drilling and enlisted for the struggle.
All this is si ply evidence of the value of the asseverations of that class
of people. gain, -it was but a COlnmon occurrence to meet one high in
standing and, uthority denouncing the abolition crusade to his friends,
and the sam¢ day addressing a company of departing soldiers for the
war, and urg~ng upon theln to press forward in the holy work in ,vhich
they were en~aged. Fame should, as it ever does, consign the names of
all sueh, to t~e lowest depths of infalny, despite the m,iser:tble honor
that they Inatconceive attaches to their palty posts or official positions.
The stern vin icator of right implanted in the breasts of true humanity,
measures out deserved honor, regardless of the mob's disapprobation or
approval, andl the tribute so a,varded is gennine and enduring~

Time, howJver, moved onward, and the ,val' closed. Instead of being
of three yea~s' duration, it lasted over four years. Entire alienation
~etween ind~".duals and friends continued up to that period and for
some tbne af erwards. But o,ving to the pressing business of society
(the ",""ar bei no longer the engrossing subject of conversation,) the
old remembr,nces gradually became effaced, old friendships were re
newed, and tfe hatred that had been felt by one towards the other,
vanished and passed a",~ay, it is hoped, forever. The war is now over
for some yea~s, and all the hatreds engendered in the conlIDotions; are
forgotten. 1ay such a time never again overtake the American republic.

I
I
i
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federate troops. The battle opened with artillery) in which
the enemy at first had the advantage. Reynolds rode for
ward to change the position of the batteries; the rebel in
fantry immediately advanced, pushing forward a heavy
skirmish line, and charged upon the guns, expecting to

capture them. General Reynold s ordered up Wadsworth's·
division to resist the charge, and rode at the head of
the column to direct and encourage the troops; but his.
gallantry made him a conspicuous mark for the deadly bul
lets of rebel skirmishers, and he was shot through the neck,.
and fell mortally wounded, dying before he could be removed
from the field. The loss of their brave leader, personally
the most popular officer of his rank in the army, might well
have seriously affected the behavior of the men, but the'
spirit with which his presence had 'inspired them did not,
perish at his death; his corps, led by the senior officer, Gen
eral Doubleday, repulsed the enemy in a gallant charge,
while the fighting for a time became a hand-to-hand strug- .
gle, during which the rebel General Archer and his whole
brigade were captured and sent to the rear.

~eneral Reynolds was charged by some military critics
with rashness in prematurely bringing on the battle of
Gettysburg; but it ,vouId, perhaps, be more just to say,
that he had but little direct agency in bringing it on; that,
it was unavoidable; that it was forced upon us by the
rebels; that if they had not been held in check that day,
they would have pressed on and obtained the impregnable
position which our troops were enabled to hold; and that,
most of all, the hand of Providence, w1}.o gave us at last a
signal victo~y, guided the arra~gementsof that memorable
day.

General Reynolds was one of America's greatest soldiers;
the men he commanded loved him dearly; he shared with
them the hardships, toil, and danger of the camp, the march,
and the field; devoted to his profession, he was guided by
those great principles which alone can prepare a soldier to
become the defender of the liberties of a free people. He
nobly laid down his life a sacrifice on his country's altar, at
the head of his brave corps, that victory might crown ,the-

34
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'efforts of those who followed him to fight the great battle
()f the N~tion. He fell, valiantly fighting for his country.
Still mor~, he died in the defence of the homes of his neigh
bors and ~insmen. No treason-bleeding soil drank his blood,
but all o~ him that was mortal is buried in the bosom of his

I i

i ()~n natite State. IIis body was carried to Lancaster and
buried iJ the family enclosure in the Lancaster cemetery,
on the 4t~ of July, 1863.

.over ~is remains the family have erected a handsome and
substantikl marble monument, commelnorative of the patri
otic services of the deceased. On the*south side, surmounted
by the ~ilitary emblem of the sword and belt, is the inscrip
tion-'· John Fulton Reynolds, Colonel of the Fifth Infantry
United States Army, and Major General of Volunteers.

I

Born Sewtember 21st, 1820. Killed at the Battle of Gettys-
purg, w~ile commanding the Left Wing of the Army of the
Potomad July 1st, 1863." On raised panels immediately
below, ate the words" Chancellorsville,"" Gettysburg." On
the nortr' under the national coat-of-arms, are the words
" Rogue i River" and "Mechanicsville." On the ","'est, the
Americ~n flags, crossed over" Gaines' Mills," "Second Bull
.Run" an~ "Fredericksburg." And on the east, the military
em?lemiof the cannOD, with t~e Mexican battle..fields on
whIch t e deceased won promotIon, " Fort Brown," Monte
rey," an "Buena Vista."

REYNOLDS, SAMUEL H., was born at Brier creek, in
Columb,a county, Pa., November 29th, 1831. In the spring
of 1832 ~is father, Thos. Reynolds, left his farm and removed
to Danv111e, to engage in the mercantile business with his older
.sons. 'Jt~he subject of our notice being too young to enter the
store, w~s sent to school, and soon afterwards admitted to the
Danville academy. At the age of fourteen he entered the
Freshm4tn class at Dickinson college, Carlisle, Pa., where he
graduated in 1850 with honor. In the fall. of 1850 he went to
Bellefonte, and took up his residence with his brother, W. F.
Reynolqs, a wealthy bachelor, to whose generosity and wise
counsel ihe owes much of his success in life. Here he began
the stuCly of law under the instruction of Ron. James T.
Hale, and was admitted to the bar in 1853. In 1854 he
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made a tour of inspection through the 'Vest, in order to
look out a suitable location for the practice of his profession.
A short residence in St. Louis convinced him that his native
State afforded as fair an opportunity for a lawyer as the far
famed EI Dorado of the 'Vest, and he returned to Bellefonte
to decide upon some new departure. A friend suggested to
him that Lancaster city, although crowded with legal ability,
was a place where he might succeed. Accordingly, he pre
pared hilnself with letters of introduction to leading men,
and set out for his ne\v home. He reached Lancaster an
entire stranger, (he knew no one in the city or county,) and
reconnoitered the situation, and but for~the friendly advice
and sincere words of encouragement which he received from
the late Hon. Thaddeus Stevens and Col. Reah Frazer, it is
doubtful if he would have remained. His choice, however,
was fix~d; and accordingly, on the first of September, 1855,
on motion of Reah Frazer, he was admitted to the bar at
Lancaster, and at once commenced the practice. During the
winter of 1855-56 be lost no time in making acquaintances
in the city and county. His sparkling oratorical powers,
together with his amiable manners, shrewd sagacity and
business tact, soon attracted clients around him, the numbers
of which have, year by year, rolled in upon him in an aug·
menting column.

In 1856 the great political battle between Buchanan and
Frenlont was fought. Mr. Reynolds being an enthusiastic
Democrat, rallied to his party standard, and being an elo
quent speaker, was called upon to address meetings allover
Lancaster county, and also in other sections of the State.
The acquaintance thus made, and the brilliancy exhibited
by him in the campaign, proved of immense value to him in
his subsequent career. Although his party in the county
was in a vast minority, its members became strongly inter
ested in his success, and ever afterwards remained ardently
attached to him. In 1857 he was elected city solicitor, a
position he held with credit to himself for several years. In
1858 he married a daughter of Wm. B. Fordney, esq., one
of the leading la,vyers of Lancaster. In 1866 he was the
Democratic nominee for Congress from the Lancaster district.
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In MaY,11872, he was nominated at Reading by the Demo
cra~ic state Con~ention as a delegate at large. to the Consti.
tutlonal: ConventIon. He has served some nIne years as a.
membeIj of the Lancaster school board.

So ad~irably has he succeeded in bis professional career,
that he pow ranks amongst those whQ transact the largest
and heatiest legal business before the Lancaster bar, if, in
deed, h~ be not the present cro,vning sum,mit of success.
There ate but fe,v instances of such a rapid rise in the pro
fession ~s is exhibited in his ca.reer. As a lawyer engaged
in a tria~, Mr. Reynolds is quick, ready and strategical, and
brings ~ dexterity to bear upon the management of his cases
that oft4n baffies his legal adversary. He has already grap
pled Wilh the ablest attornies of Pennsylvania. But it is in
his effo ts before the jury 'vhere his abilities shine most
conspic ,ous. Here, it is useless to prevaricate, he 9aps the
climax. i In his speeches he has cOlhmand of language
el~gant ~nd ornate, his unstudied sentences often presenting
the rouridness and beauty of the most finished composition.
As a po[itical speaker, he towers high above any other man
in Lau9aster county, and blit few surpass him elsewhere.
'Vith tHe people he is rernarkably popular, and but for his
politics, i his voice would be heard upon the floor of the
nationall Congress.

RICHARDS, LUTHER., was born Deeember 17th, 1809, in
the bor~ugh of York, Pennsylvania. He removed, when a.
young rpan, to Lancaster, learned the printing business, and
in 183~i in partnership "\vith Geo. VV. Ramersly, began the
publica ion of the Exa'Jn~'ne'r and Herald. This they pub
lished p till 1839, when they sold the same to R. W. Mid
dleton. I In 1851 he was elected register of wills of Lan
caster cbunty. Much of his thne since he has been deputy
registel!which position he no,v fills.

RIG TER, vVASHINGTON, of Columbia, was born in
West C ester, December 9th, 1799. He was for about three
years a i student of the \\7"est Chester Academy, the first
institution of the kind ever started in that borough. He
removed to Lancaster county in 1830. He had learned the
tan~ingibusiness in 'Vest Chester, and afterwards entered
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into partnership \vith his master for about four years. After
,coming to Colun1bia, he first started a currying shop, and
afterwards, in 1834, engaged in the lumber business,
which he has steadily pursued up to this time. He was
elected clerk of the arphans' court of Lancaster county in
the fall of 1842, and held the same for three years. He was
never an aspiring politician, and the office he obtained ,vas
tendered him ,vithout solicitation. In' business, Mr. Righter
has been quite successful.

RINGWALD FA~IILY. Jacob liingwald, the founder
of the family of this nanle in Pennsylvania, en1igrated from
WirteInberg, "\vhere the family is still numerous, shortly
before the year 1750. In an old family record, the origin
of the name is ascribed to the incident of a remote ancestor
being lost in a forest, from which he was rescued by persons
attracted by his stentorian shouts. He made the "woods
ring," and Ring-wztld ,vas applied to him as a cognomen.
Jacob Ringwald, soon after his arrival in this country, was
apprenticed to a blacksmith, at or near the present site of
Bareville, Lancaster county, about four miles west of the
town of New Holland, and in the immediate vicinity of the
first settlement made in Earl to,vnship, by Hans Graff. At
this period the district was already peopled by Mentzers,
Kinzers, Rolands, Dillers, Seegers, Luthers, Sprechers,
Weidlers and Bitzers fan1ilies, which have since become
numerous.

After the corppletion of his apprenticeship, Jacob Ring
wald established himself as a blacksmith, in the same
vicinity, and married ·Barbara \Vagner, who, in the hOlnely
and industrious fashion of the tinle, assisted her husband in
laying the foundation of his future fortune, by working the
bellows while he fashioned the iron on the anvil. The sturdy
blacksmith soon became well known in the conlmunity, re
',ceiving due honor for the zealous industry and piety with
which he practiced to the very letter, the nlaxim often on
his lips, the same couplet being a favorite saying among the
Italians,

,Vork as if you ,vonld Iiye forever.
Pray as if you ,vonid die to-lnOITOW. •
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By perseverance and prudence, Jacob Ringwald steadily
increasef in wealth, and in a few years surpassed his neigh
bors, by: becoming the purchaser of a farm near the eastern
end of :rew Holland, ,vhich is well known for its fertility,
and for ~ relnarkably ]arge and fine spring of water. He
Bubsequ~ntly purchased another near Churchtown, both

! properti~s being selected with the ,visdom of an accomplish
ed judgt of land, and with especial reference to their well.
watered ,meado,vs-tbis being a point of great importance
in the llst century. Once during the Revolutionary war, a
party 0 \Tirginia troops were encamped upon the New
Holland farm, where Jacob Ringwald continued to reside,
and it IS remembered, as an evidence of their imperfect
equipm~nt, that they were armed chiefly with spontoons, a
home..m~de weapon resembling the Scottish halberd.

Of three children born unto Jacob Ringwalel and his wife
Barbara~ the eldest, George, died in infancy; the secondt

Martin, horn in 1763, lived to be the parent of eleven chil.
dren; while the third, Jacob, born in 1765, was the father of
fourteenl sons and four daughters, these two brothers being
the anc stors of the entire Ringwald family of Lancaster
county. Jacob Ringwald, the elder, the founder of the
family, ied about the close of the last century, his wife
survivi g him until the year 1805.

His e dest and surviving son, Martin, inherited and resided
upon t e Churchto\vn farm, near Uhurchtown; and the
younges ,Jacob, inherited the prop~rty at New Holland,
upon which he lived until 1825. At an early age he married.
Cathari4e Diller, a member of the numerous family of that
name in: Earl township. Living in an exclusively German
neighborhood, and connected closely with them by bonds of
blood a~d custom, Jacob Ringwald became imbued with the
Americtn spirit of progress. He battled strongly with the
conserv.~tism of his neighbors, and vigorously combated
the pop~lar disposition to perpetuate the exclusive use of

I
the GerIto-an language. A Lutheran church had been erected
in New Holland, at least as early as the year 1748. As was,

general with this denomination, a parish school was attached,
waich was substantially free; for while all parents who, were:
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able to do so, paid for the tuition of their children, all were
entitled to entrance, and the deficiency in funds was supplied
by the congregation. For a long period the German lan
guage was exciusively used in this school, but Jacob Ring.
wald was an active advocate of the introduction of th6
English tongue, which innovation was accomplished in 1807.
Under the impulse of the same feeling which prompted him
to this action, he anglicized the family name to Ringwalt.
Conscious of the defects in his own early education, Jacob
Ringwalt turned his attention most intelligently and inde·
fatigably to supplying such deficiencies, and his children
still remember the' habit of rising at a very early hour to
secure leisure and quiet for reading and study before com
mencing the laborious avocations of the day. The Edin
burg Encyclopedia, whose ponderous volumes were the grand
storehouse of the learning of that time, was one of his favo
rite books, and in the scarcity of literature, was a complete
library in itself. Many members of the Lutheran church at
this period, were bitterly opposed to the threatened intrusion

,. of the English tongue into the regular church services, and
Jacob Ringwalt's earnest efforts to secure the advantage of
English preaching once a month, excited such antagonism,
that he finally and in consequence relinquished his member
ship in the LutheraN church and joined the Episcopalians.
The Rev. Joseph Olarkson, as minister of the Episcopalian
church, became a favorite friend and frequent guest at bis
house, and after him Jacob Ringwalt named his eighth son,
Joseph Clarkson Ringwalt, who has been for many years a
resident of Cincinnati, Ohio; a ,successful merchant and an
exemplary citizen. Interested in all public movements,
Jacob Ringwalt held the position of colon-el of a regiment
of militia, this form of military training being forrner1y very
popular in Lancaster county. In 1811 he was elected to the
State legislature, but this public service was not congenial
to his tastes, and after serving one term he again devoted
close attention to the varied avocations of agriculture for
which he had a strong inclination, and in which his energy
and intelligence won remarkable success. Nothwithstanding
the burden of a fan1ily, eighteen of his children reaching
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maturity, he rapidly acquired wealth. His children were
sent to schools at Harrisburg and elsewhere, to acquire a
more gen1ral education than was possible at home, ,vhile
their fath¢r vigorously prosecuted an extensive business.
His well-t~lled lands and handsome buildings grew into such
value, tha~ he was offered f(}r them what was considered a
very largei su,m in those days; but shortly after, he became
-one of theisufferers in the disastrous monetary revulsion of
1817, and ~is property was sold under illost unfavorable cir ..
(;umstanceS. He then rented a portion of the fornler estate
~nd continiUed to reside upon it for several years. Jacob
Ring,valt bubsequently ·abandoned this farm in Lancaster
county, (w~ich was then rented for a short time by his son
Samuel), ~nd removed into Cumberland county. In this new
home, wh~n about sixty years of age, he assumed the man
agement of the immense estate of Judge Duncan, conlpris
ing sixtee~ farms of several hundred acres each he himself
r.esiding upon and reserving the product of the splendid
property l¢nown as the "Judge ,Vatts farm," long famous
for having! the largest barn in the United States. Jacob
Ringwalt ~ontinued in these successful agricultural employ
ments unti~ he was accidentally injured in the prosecution of
his labors;1 his health subsequently failed, and he died De
cember 24,lh, 1828, in the sixty-third year of his age.

Cathari e Diller, his \vi(e, survived him, dying in 1858,
and bei~g he mother) grandmother and great-grandmother
of one hun~red and t"vVO descendants. His second, son Samuel,
already YIl:entioned, was at one tirne deputy sheriff and
brigade in~pector of Lancaster county, whence he removed
to Do"vnin~town,Chester county, where he still resides, de
voting his !!great energy to agriculture, which is, in that dis
trict, in a very advanced condition.

The eldE1St surviving and youngest sons of Jacob Ring
walt, viz: Sanluel and Le\vis Ringwalt, were both actively
,eng'aged in the war of the rebellion, the [orlner having
served as ~en. George G. 11eade's brigade quartermaster,
and receiv~d the highest encomiums from the hero of Gettys
burg for his gallantry and efficiency. Lewis Ring\valt being
& melnber of Sheridan's celebrated cavalry, having been in
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forty-two skirmishes and engagements, was killed near
Winchester, consistently ending a brilliant and courageous
career in bravely defending an ambulance of wounded lueil.

ROA1'II, EML. DYER, ,vas born October 4th, 1820, in the
city of Lancaster.. His father ,vas a mecllanic; (" his great
grandfather, Philip Brenner, was from Baden, and an early
settler along Ohicques creek, now in East Donegal township,
,and owned ~ large tract of land.") ~t the age of four years
his father died; his mother, after the .death of his father,
moved with her family of four sons to the village of 11ay..
to'Vll, East Donegal township. .After having some\Jvhat
'qualified himself, he taught school from 1846 to 1854, was a
member of the first teachers' institute held in Lancaster,
,January, 1853, and having settled in 1farietta borough in
1857, he was l1on1inated and elected a rnember of the Legis
lature. In 1861, when the tocsin of war sounded thro.ughout
the land, his military ardor rose, and allplying to Governor
Curtin, he received orders to raise a company for service;
succeeding in this, he nanled his company "Union Fenci
bles," being cornposed of Illell froln different counties, joined
the 107th regiment of Pennsylvania volunteers, Uol. Zeigler;
he marched to the front with 98 Inen, always engaged in
active service ,vith his regiment, and participated in the
following battles, viz: Cedar Mountain, Rappahannock
Station, Thoroughfare Gap, second Bull Run, Chantilly,
(took comlnand of regirnent;) South ~lountain/ (second in
command;) Antietam, (second in cornmand,) slightly wound
ed; Fredericksburg, (brigade charged rebels out of their
,varIes;) below Jj'redericksburg, t\VQ days under fire; Chan
cel1orsville, l\1ay 3d and 4th, 1863, (left in vVilderness on
skirmish line, with fi ve companies surrounded with rebels,

l'-"hile scaling the llloulltain, General Duryea rode up and renlarked,
"Captain Roath, will you let those vagabonds enter your State, dese
,crate your firesides, and enslave you?" The reply was, ' , No, never;
",ve would rathei' die freemen; three cheers for Pennsylvania," which was
given with a ,viII. The General then asked: "Will the. colors of the
Keystone go to the top?" Being answered in the affirmative, he pro
posed three cheers for the saIne, which nlade the mountain echo amidst
the discharge of lllusketry; the Fifth Reserves, Col. Fisher, and others,
took UI) the cheering. The day ended ,,"ith a g'lorious victory, and a
happ~" nleeting on the mountain top.
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but eluded 'their grasp ;) Gettysburg, July 1st, 2d and 3d,
took part in first day's fight under the lamented Reynolds;
and in the famous charges on the left, second day (took
command,) ~nd third day, in centre; Cemetery Hill, detailed
to support Ibattery, (wounded first day j) the crossing at
Rappahann~ck,August 1st, 1863, commanded right wing;
Mine Run,! commanded advance guard, &c., three days;
Spottsylvan~a Oourt House, North Anna, Bethsaida, "re
inforced skirmish line on Richmond road, and took com
mand, charged and retook a strong position of the enemy,
and compelled them to withdraw the battery that made such

. terrible haj'OC by enfilading our lines;" Tolopatomy, Shady
Grove Chu ch, White Oak Swamp, had charge of the skir..
mish line, n ne companies, repulsed the enemy on their ad
vance withbut support, complimented from commanding
General; Norfolk and Petersburg Railroad, June 17 and 18,
1864~ took Irailroadt- and drove enemy into fort, afterwards
blown up; Weldon Road, August 18 and 19, 1864, on the
the 19th, af1er having sharp :fighting on the advance, was
taken priso~er, and after remaining in the prison pens of
Richmond, ISalisbury and Danville, over six months, was
exchanged and sent to Annapolis; honorably discharged by
the War Department, March 5, 1865; after expiration of ser..
vice, was breveted "Major, Lieutenant-colonel and Colonel,
for meritor~ous service. Returning to his home in Marietta
borough, h~ was again elected a justice of the peace; in
1866, was ~gain nominated and elected a member of the
Legislature~

ROBERtS, ANTHONY E., was born in Chester county,
. Pa., October 29th, 1803. On his father's side he is of Welsh
descent, an~ on that of his mother, German. His early
opportunitips for the acquisition of learning being limited,.
his attainm~nts in this particular were confined to the com·
mon branches of an education, but such as he was enabled
to possess hrimself of, he has known admirably how to apply
to practical! life. He began his career in life by becoming a
clerk in a store in 1\ew Holland, which position he filled for
several years. In this situation be may be said to have laid
the foundation of his success, as therein he made the favorable
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acquaintance of a large number of the people of the county
of Lancaster, and his pleasant and engaging manners made
him hosts of friends of both parties. vVhile serving as clerk,
he was frequently the representative of his party in the
county conventions, and thus he came to form the acquaint..
ance of the leading men of his party, and, indeed, of the
whole county.

In 1839 he was nominated and elected high sheriff of
Lancaster county, it being his first effort for the position.
He discharged the duties of the office with success, and by
his amiable manners still continued to add recruits to his
hosts of friends allover Lancaster county. He early became
one of the active Anti-Masons of the county; and even when
the party was on the wane, his standing with its staunch
leaders was always excellent, as he was believed ever to
have been true to the principles of the organization. In
1843 he was, therefore, nominated by the Anti..Masons as
their candidate for Congress in opposition to Jeremiah Brown,
but his party being on the decline, he suffered a defeat. He
had entered into the mercantile business in New Holland,
in partnership with Elijah McLenegan, and this business he
still prosecuted by his subordinates when official business re
quired him to dwell in Lancaster. In 1849 he was appointed
by General Taylor marshal of the eastern district of Penn
sylvania, which office he filled up to the coming in of the
Pierce administration in 1853. It was during the time that
Mr. Roberts was marshal, that the exciting trials occasioned
by the Christiana riot came off' in Philadelphia, and upon
these occasions he showed himself an efficient officer in the,
discharge of his duties. In 1854 Mr. Roberts was nominated
by the American party as a candidate for Congress, and was
elected; and after serving two years was again elected for a
second term. During his first congressional term, he served
as a member of the building comlnittee. Mr. Roberts has
b~en a member of the Lancast~r school board, and has filled
many other honorable positions in the gift of the people.

The success of Mr. lloberts in life, may be attributed to
his remarkably genial and friendly disposition, as few SUr

pass him in this particular. He is, besides, one of the most.
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industrious, diligent, and energetic workers in any enter-
prise in which he may engage, that is to be found, perhaps,
in Pennsylvap.ia. His handsome improvements in Prince
street, near his residence, amongst \vhich "Roberts' Hall"
may be mentibned, will long perpetuate his name in Lancas
ter city and cQunty, and his public as well as private record
will~ for yearsl to come, be evidence of the manner in which
politeness with industry can, in free America, rear one from
indigence and obscurity, rank him amongst the fortunate
as regards pqssession, and enrol his nan1e high upon the
temple of fam~.

ROBERTS,! JOHN, a menlber of the Legislature in the
years 1801, It:02, 1803, 1804 and 1805.

ROBINSO T, JOHN, elected State Senator in 1831.

ROGERS, OLTON C., for many years a prominent
member of the Lancaster bar. He was a native of Delaware,
and son of G-ov. Daniel Rogers, of the same State. He
graduated at ~rinceton Oollege, New Jersey, and afterwards
studied law at !,Litchfield, Connecticut. He removed to Lan
caster, and ,va~ admitted to the bar in the year 1811. He
soon took ~ ran~ amongst the leading members of the pro
fession, and th~t at a tinle when the bar was distinguished by
rnen of first class ability. He was married to a daughter of
'Cyrus Jacobs, :an iron-master of Lancaster county. In 1819
he was elected State Senator over Emanuel Reigart, receiv
ing 2094 vote~ to 2088 for his competitor. Upon the elec
tion of J. Andtew Shultz, as Governor of Pennsylvania, Mr.
Rogers was s~lected as Secretary of the Commonwealth,
,and on the 15th of April, 1826, he was commissioned by
the Governor lone of the Judges of thlj Supreme Court of
Pennsylvania, ~ position he held up to 1851. Judge Rogers
possessed intellectual powers of a high order, and therewith
united great Iiersonal amiability as also general scientific
and literary culture. As a jurist he was fearless and incor
ruptible, digni:.tled in his demeanor, and his sense of right
was acute in tlte highest degree. He was ardently devoted
to the great prtinciples of the Denlocratic party; but, upon
the 'breaking out of the rebellion, he lent the weight of his
influence in favor of the war for the restoration of the

PA-Genealogy



OF LANC.A.STER COUNTY. 501

Union. He died in Philadelphia, September 27,1863, in the
78th year of his age.

ROHRER (JOHN'S) FA}fILY. John Rohrer was born in
Alsace, Gernlany, (lately a part of France), in the year 1696.
When about the age of fourteen, the scourge of religious per
secution drove his father and his family from his native land;
and John being sent back to obtain and bring.the family goods,
was captured and lost sight of his parents entirely. He
found his way to England, where he studied veterinary sur
gery, and afterwards sailed for America and settled in Lan..
caster county. After some years residence in his new home,
and having acquired some real estate, he in 1732 married
Maria Souder.. All this time he had lost sight of his
parents. Being in Philadelphia, and hearing of the landing
of a vessel he started for the landing, and one of the first of
the passengers whom he met, turned out to be his father.
John immediately recognized his parent, but the latter did
not know his SOll. I-lis mother had died and his father was
married again, and had t,vo or three sons by his second wife.
They were destitute of means and expected to be sold for
their passage money. He paid the demands, brought his
father and his family with him, and arded his half brothers to·
property near Hagerstown, ~faryland. John Rohrer had
four sons, viz: Martin, Daniel, John, and Christian; and
four daughters, viz: one married to a }louser, one to a
Smith, one to a Bachman, and another to Peter 11iller. His
third son, John, was a member of the Legislature in the
years 1818, 1819-20.

ROHRER, JACOB, elected Oounty Commissioner in 1815.

ROHRER, JOHN, elected Olerk of the Orphans' Oourt in
1839.

ROLAND, HENRY, elected County Commissioner in 1821.

ROLAND, JOHN H., elected a member of the Legislature
in 1856.

ROSS, GEO., JR., son of George Ross, sr., was a staunch
patriot in the Revolution, and for sometime Vice President
of the Supreme Executive Council. In 1791 he was com
missioned by the Governor, register of wills and recorder
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of deeds, whi~h offices he held for eighteen years. He was
known amongst the citizens as "der vvTaisen'vater."

*ROSS, G~ORGE, was born in New Castle, Delaware, in
the year 18Sp. His father, the Rev. George Ross, of the
Episcopal church, was a man of considerable ability and of
rare classical ~ttainments, and early perceiving that his son
gave evidenc~ of aptitude for study, he aetermined upon
furnishing him an education that would fit him for any posi
tion in society. He was accordingly placed under instruc
tors, and was-juot long in laying the foundation of a fine edu
,cation, especi~lly in his acquisition of the languages, in which
he particularl~ excelled. By the age of eighteen he had
made such advance in learning, that he was deemed amply
qualified to e*ter upon the study of law, and he prosecuted
it under the i~tructions of his elder brother, John, a lawyer
of good standing in the city of Philadelphia; and as soon as
he had finished the regular course of reading then prescribed
for students, re was admitted to the bar. Finding that the
ranks of the *rofession were at that time filled in the city of
Philadelphia, Ihe determined to try his fortune in some inte
rior portion ~f the country, and ror that purpose chose Lan
caster, at thati!time neartrthe limits of civilization. He settled
in Lancaster bout the year 1751. It was not· long after his
becoming a c ,tizen of this latter place, that he married Miss
Ann Lawlor, ia lady of a most respectable family; and de
voting himse~ zealously to the pursuits of his profession, he
soon obtaine~ a lucrative and increasing practice. Not long
after this set lernent at Lancaster, he was made prosecutor
for the King,! and discharged the duties of this office with
eminent succ~ss.

Actively elilgaged in the pursuits of his profession, he does
not seem for ~ome tiu1e to have taken much part in political
affairs, and th~ first notice we find of him in this connection,
is his electionj as a representative to the assembly of Penn
sylvania, in Which he took his seat in the year 1768. Of
this body he bontinued to be reelected a member until the
year 1774. JDuring all the time he remained a member of

*Sanderson's Biography of the Signers of the Declaration of Inde
pendence, pp. 523 and 528.
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the assembly, he merited and obtained the utmost con
fidence both of his colleagues and of his constituents.
Whilst a member of the assemblJr, 1fr. Ross seenlS to have
given particular attention to the condition of our intercourse
with the various Indian tribes settled \vithin the State, or
wandering near its borders. But it was not long till 1fr.
Ross was destined to act as the organ of the assembly in
more important affairs than in quarrels about the mainte
nance of a petty garrison, or the aggression of a few hostile
Indians. He had for a long time seen with that deep indig
nation that arises in the breast of a freeman, the arbitrary
proceedings of the British government, and felt convinced
that a general.cooperation among the several provinces was
necessary to secure their liberty. The resolutions of Vir-
'ginia and of the other States, proposing the convention of a
general congress of all the American colonies, was music to
his ears. They were not, however, received in the assem
bly of Pennsylvania until it was Oll the eve of dissolution, as
it was the opinion of the majority that whatever measures
might be adopted, should proceed frorn a future assembly
who would meet fresh from their constituents and represent
ing their sentiments. Mr. Ross, nevertheless, was appointed
on a committee to draft a reply to the speaker of the
house of delegates of Virginia, and in so doing took occa
sion to express the cordial feelings he entertained. "The
assembly of Pennsylvania," he says, "assure your honora
ble House that they esteem it a matter of the greatest im
portance to cooperate '\vith the representatives of the other
colonies in every wise and prudent measure which may be
proposed for the preservation and security of their general
rights and liberties; and it is highly expedient and neces
sary that a correspondence should be maintained between the
assemblies of the several colonies. But as the present assem..
bly must in a few days be dissolved by virtue of the charter
of the province, and any measures they lllight adopt at this
time rendered by the dissolution ineffectual, they have earn
estly recommended the subject matter of the letter and re:
solves of the House of Burgesses of Virginia, to the consid
eration of the succeeding assembly."
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In the ~onth of July following, it was unanimously
resolved to ~ppoint a cOlun1ittee of seven members, on the
part of thel province, to meet the delegates of the other
colonies at ~uch time and place as might be generally a~reed

upon; and ~Ir. Ross ,vas elected one of the members of this
comrnittee. ! He \vas also, by a singular coincidence, at the
same tilue a~pointed to draw up the instructions under which
they and hi self, as one of them, were to act; these, how··
ever, are ve If properly simple and general in their terms, leav-·
ing them in ~ very great degree to be adopted, SllCh as future
circumstanc!~s rnight require. Under these instructions Mr.
Ross took hfis seat in Congress on the 5th of Septembert

1774, and remained a Inember of that body until January,
1777, when ~e obtained leave of absence on account of indis-'
position andiretired. His conduct met ,vith the warm thanks
and approb~tion of his constituents, and of this honorable
evidence b~s been preserved in a resolution passed by a
public rneeting, held in the borough of Lancaster, which is
as folIo \vs: I .

Resolved, T~at the sum of one hundred and fifty pounds, out of the
county stock,lbe forthwith transmitted to George Ross, one of the
members of a$semblY for this county, and one of the delegates for this
colony in the ¢ontinental Congress, and that he be requested to accept
the same as a t'esthnony from this county of their sense of his attend
ance on the pu lie business, to his great private loss and of their appro
bation of his c, nduet.

Re8olved, If iit be more agreeable, }\tIr. Ross purchase with part of the
said money, a genteel piece of plate, ornamented as he thinks proper,
to remain vvitti hinl as a testimony of the esteem this county has for
him, by reasonj of his patriotic conduct in the great struggle for Alneri-
can.liberty·

1fr. Ross, however, declined accepting this liberal and
honorable p~esent, stating to the committee in so doing that
his services were overrated by his fellow·citizens; that in

I

bestowing tHem he had been impelled solely by his sense of
duty, and tbbt every man should contribute all his energy
to promote ~t such a period the public welfare without
expecting pecuniary re'Nard. The occupations of Congress
did not, however, prevent Mr. Ross from continuing his
duties as a n}ember of the Provincial Legislature, where we
find his nam~ recorded among the zealous political leaders-
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of the time. Early in the year 1775 1fr. Penn, the gover
nor and proprietary of the province, sent a message to the
assembly, referring to the peculiar situation of the colony,
and though couched in mild and conciliatory language, evi ..
dently meant to repress, if possible, the nlode of proceed..
ing which had been pursued by the union and cooperation
of all the colonies. It was the universal custom at this
period, for the assembly to reply at once to the messages of
the governor, and, on the present occasion it, of course)"
obliged the members of the House to express their opinj~nst"

and to decide at once \vhether the .plan hitherto pursued.
should be retracted, or whether they should firmly stand by
Congress and support its measures. The talents of the
political leaders of the day were called out, and they exerted!
themselves in several long debates in favor of their several
opinions. Mr. Ross was an able speaker, and he ,urged th'e
continuance of decisive measures, with all the weight of his
talents, character and influence; and he and his friends so
far succeeded as to obtain the appointment of a cornrnittee
coincidil?-g in their views, and of which he was a member.
This committee presented as their report an answer to the
governor's address, in the following terms: " Weare sin...
cerelyobliged to your honor for your attention to the true
interests of the people over whom you preside, at a time
when the disputes bet\veen Great Britain and the American
,colonies are drawing towards an alarming crisis; and we
agree with you that in all cases wisdom dictates the use of
such 111eanS as are most likely to obtain the ena proposed.
We have with deep concern beheld the system of colony
administration, pursued since the year 1763, destructive to
the rights and liberties of his Majesty's most faithful sub ..
jects in America, and have heretofore adopted such measures
as we thought were most likely to restore the affection and
harmony between the parent State and the colonies, which it
is the true interest of both countries 'to cultivate and main..
tain, and which we most sincerely wish to see restored. We
must inforrn your honof, that a most humble, dutiful and
affectionate petition from the delegates of all tlie colonies,
from Nova Scotia to Georgia, is now at the foot of the

35
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throne, a d we trust in the paternal affection and justice of
'Our most) gracious sovereign, that he will interpose for the
;relief of fhis greatly distressed and ever faithful subjects in
America~: We assure your honor, that the House will always
pursue s~ch measures as shall appear to them necessary for
securing: the liberties of America, and establishing peace,
confiden e and harmony between Great Britain and her
,colonies. ' On the presentation of the report another violent
debate a ose, which lasted for ten days, when it was carried
by a rna ority of twenty-two to fifteen voices.

In th: summer of 41775 the Legislature found that mea
~Bures m,pre vigorous than resolutions were necessary, and
they det.6rmined at any rate to make preparation to meet
"the consequences of their previous measures, whatever they
might b;e. To this end they appointed Mr. Ross and several
of the l~~ding members of the Assembly, a committee to con-

. .sider ofi1and report such measures as might be expedient to
put the icity and province in a state of defense. This com
mittee ~fter deliberating a fe,v days, brought in a series of
,resolutipns approving of the association of the people for the
.defense iof their lives, liberty and property, providing for the
.~pay of ~uch of them as should be engaged in repelling any
ihostile invasion of the British troops, and recornmending the
$eve:ral !counties of the province to collect stores of anlIDU-
nition ~nd arms. To carry their plans better into effect,
they awpointed a general committee of public safety for
ealling iforth such of the associators into actual service when
necessi~y requires, as the sai~ committee shall judge proper
for pating and supplying them with necessaries while in
actual $ervice, for providing for the defense of the province
a,gains

1
1 invasion and insurrection, and for encouraging and

prom0 ing the manufacture of saltpetre, which said com
mittee Iwere authorized and empowered to draw orders on
the tre;~surer thereinafter appointed for the several purposes
..above-1bentioned. Of this committee, which became for some
,tVne, tS it were, the executive organ of the government,
Mr. R BS was a leading member, as he was also of another
impor ant committee, that of grievances. Besides these
duties relative to the war, he was appointed with two other
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gentlemen, to prepare rules and regulations for the govern
ment of the forces of the province which might be raised.

When the proprietary government was dissolved and the
general convention substituted for the previous Legislature,
Mr. Ross took his seat in it also as a representative for Lan
'caster county. He was, within a few days after its organiza
tion, appointed on a committee to prepare a declaration of
rights on behalf of the State, and chairman of two others of
much importance-that of forming regulations for the gov
ernment of the convention, and that for preparing an ordi·
nance declaratory of what should be high treason and mis
prision of treason against the State, and what punishment
should be inflicted for these offences. Indeed, in all legal
matters, Mr. Ross at this period stood deservedly high.
Before the Revolution he was among the first of his profes
sion; and in the change which that event had produced in
its co Inponent parties, as well as its forensic character, he
still maintained the same rank. These changes were, indeed,
very considerable; subjects of higher importance than those
which commonly fall to the lot of provincial judicatures were
brought forward; motives sufficient to rouse all the latent
energies of the mind were constantly presenting themselves.
The bar was chiefly cOlnposed of gentlemen of aspiring
minds and industrious habits; and Mr. Ross found himself
engaged among men with whom it was honorable to contend
and pleasant to associate. Mr. "VVilson, who had practiced
with great reputation. at Carlisle; Mr. Biddle, from Reading;
Governor Morris, occasionally and sometimes; Mr. Reed,
till be was chosen a member of the Ohief Executive Oouncil;
and Mr. Lewis, of Philadelphia, in conjunction with Mr. Ross,
formed an assemblage of powerful and splendid talents which
might have coped with an equal number of any forum in
America. The whole faculties of this bar were soon put in
requisition for the prosecutions ,vhich were commenced
against some of those accused of being adherents of the
British cause. The popular excitement against them was
high, and their defence appeared to many a service of dan
ger; but the intrepidity of the bar did not allow them to
shrink from the conflict, and Mr. Ross, and Mr. Wilson,
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espeCial~Y, embarked all their talents, zeal, and professional
reputati n in the cause of those who vvere thus accused.

The 1 .st public enlployrnent in v/hich 1tfr. Ross was en
gaged, was that of a judge of the court of 'admiralty for the
State of Pennsylvania,. to wbieh he was appointed on the
14th of April, 1779;: and while on the bench he was esteemed
a 'learned and impartial judge, displaying sound legal know
ledge anp. abilities, and great promptness in his decisions. He
did not,! however, long occupy the station he was so well
calculated to fill, as he died suddenly in the month of July
followi~g, from a violent attaek of the gout. Of his charac
ter littlJ remains to be said beyond what has been already
detailed~ I:n his domestic habits he was kind, generous, and
much bfloved; in his professional career, zealo,us and honor
able; af a practitioner, always active and patriotic; and he
seems t<j> have earned the praise bestowed upon him by one
who kn~w him, as "an honest man and upright judge."

ROS$, JAMES, son of George Ross, sr., raised in 1755 the
first cOJPpany in Lancaster, in Col. Thompson's regiment, of
which ~e was made captain, and marched to Cambridge for
the def~nce of the liberties of his country. He rose to the
rank or' lieutenant-colonel of the eighth Pennsylvania regi
ment, with which he fought in the memorable battle of the
Brandy~ine. In the battles of Long Island, Trenton and
Germa~town,be bore a conspicuous part. He was appointed
judge iIt the territory of Louisiana. He died August 24th,
1808, i4 the 55th year of his age.

ROS~, WILLIAl\I BIRD, was elected County Commissioner
in the year 1817, and in 1821 was appointed Clerk of the
Quarte~ Sessions.

ROWE, BENJA1\IIN F., was ~ elected Sheriff of Lancaster
county!iin the year 1857.

R0YrER FA11ILY. Sebastian Royer emigrated from
the Pa1atinate to Anlerica about the year 1720, bringing
,vith h~m four sons. 1'wo of his sons being young men
grown~1ecided to settle in Montg?mery county, froln whom
the fa ilies of this name in Montgomery and Chester coun
ties ar descended. Sebastian Royer and his two younger
sons se~tled in Elizabeth township, Lancaster county. He

I

I'
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was a Lutheran by persuasion, and being a ,vido,ver, Inarried
again. His wife ,vas a member of the German Refornled
·church, and he donated a couple of tracts of ground, one

• for the erection of a German Reformed church and the other
for a Lutheran church. The churches erected upon these
tracts (the Brickerville churches), staRd to tllis day. His
son John inherited the old homestead property, sold it and
crossed the Susquehanna river, where his descendants are
numerous in CUlnberland, Franklin, Huntingdon and adjoin-

· ing counties, and also in the State of ~faryland. Samuel
Royer, a member of the reform convention in 1838, and v •

John Royer, a rnenlber of the Legislature from Cambria
and Sornerset counties·, in 1842, belonged to this family.

AMOS ROYER, the youngest son of Sebastian, settled in.
Ephrata township, and was the founder of the Royers of Lan
caster and Lebanon counties. He had four sons, viz: Daniel,
Philip, John, and Christopher. Daniel had four sons, viz:
John, Jacob, Joseph and David. John and Jacob settled in
Lebanon counties, and left sons; Joseph emigrated to the
State of Ohio; David rernained in Lancaster county on a
part of the old homestead, still possessed by his only heir,
Samuel, now an old man. John, son of ~mos Royer, re
mained on part of the old home property (on which is built
the Royer meeting-house), and left numerous descendants in
the county. Christopher, his brother, settled in West Earl,
on the farm of Christian Rupp, and .leaves numerous de
scendants in Lebanon county and elsewhere. His brother,
Philip, settled in ~fanheiln to\vnship, and had five sons, viz:
,Joseph, Benjamin, Jonathan, Abraham and Philip. Joseph
remained on the old homestead, .and had three sons, viz:
John, Joseph, and DanieL John had five sons, viz: Jonas,
Cyrus, Daniel, John and Henry. Jonas lives in Lebanon
county; Oyrus, in. Providence township; Daniel, near Na
pierville, Illinois; John, in Vv~est Earl; and Henry on the
old hOlne farm. Joseph: one of the three sons of Joseph, has
three sons, viz: Israel, Tobias, Joseph R., and lives in Lan
·caster city. Daniel, bis 1Jrother, has three sons, viz: Reu-
ben, Martin, and Jonathan, in 'Varwick township. Benja
min, son of Philip, had two sons, viz: Daniel, and Benjamin.
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Daniel had one son, Samuel, living i~ Ephrata township, and
who has ,four sons, viz: Phares, Isaac, Abraham and Mil.

I

ton; and! Benjamin has a son in Ephrata township. Jona-
than, son! of Philip, settled in Leacock township, near Inter
course, leaving.a son, John, whose family survives him.
Abraha~, son of Philip, settled on Mill creek, and leaves.
descenda*ts. Phjlip settled in Cocalico township, and left
sons, who~e descendants live near Reamstown. Isaac Royer,
of Ephra~a township, and hjs brother Reuben, are grandsons
of John Royer, of Mill creek, Lebanon county..

RUTT~R, NATHANIEL, a member of the Legislature in
1818 and11819.

fa
s.

A1fPL , DR. NATHANIEL W., oldest son of the Rev.S Nat aniel W. Sample, was born at Strasburg, Lancas
ter count~, Pa. He was instructed by his father in the
classics, a~ he for many years had been in the habit of in..
structing a few young gentlemen as students in his house.
He studitd medicine with Dr. Duffield, of Strasburg, and
began th; practice of the profession in his native town.
After pra~ticing the profession for a few years in Strasburg,
he remov~d to Paradise, and bought the farm on which he
lived for ~ long time. Here he lived and practiced his pro
fession for many years: lIe held ~ high rank as a member'
of the Free 1fasonic fraternity.. He died at Gordonville"

i aged 80 ~ears.

I SAMPLE, REV. NATHANIEL W., was a native of York
county, P'~., and a graduate of Princeton college, N ew Jersey..
He gradu~ted during the Revolution, and studied theology
at Princeton. He first located as a clergYlllan at Strasburg,
and preatbed for the Presbyterian congregation of Stras
burg, Le4cock and Octoraro. lIe married a lady of Chester
county, n.amed Elizabeth Cowan. He was an excellent
classical ~cholar. He left five sons and three d~ughters..
He died ,at the advanced age of between 83 and 84 yearSt~

and lies buried at Leacock.
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SANDERSON, GEORGE, is a native of Curnberland.
county, Pennsylvania. In 1836 he became editor and pro
prietor of the Amer£can Volunteer, the old Democratic organ
published at Carlisle. He continued to publish the paper
until 1845, when he relinquished it to take charge of the
post-office in that borough, tendered to him by President
Polk. In the lneantime he held the office of prothonotary
of Cumberland county for three years and nine months,
from 1839 to 1842-nrst by appointment, under Governor
Porter, and subsequently elected by the people. In 1849,
upon relinquishing the post~office at Carlisle, he removed to
Lancaster and became proprietor and editor of the Lancaster
Intelligencer, the old Democratic organ of Lancaster county.
He continued his connection with this paper until 1864, a
period of fifteen years. In 1859 he was elected Mayor of'
the city of Lancaster, and continued to hold the office for ten
years and nine months, having been elected for nine consecu
tive terms. In October, 1869, he retired to private life..
Always devoted to the principles of the Democratic party)
and adhering to its organization in prosperity and adversitYt
he nevertheless secured not only the confidence of his own
political friends, but to a large extent the good will and
respect of his political opponents.

SAUNDERS, ISAAC, was a member of the Legislature in
the years 1757,1758,1759,1760, 1763 and 1764.

SCHAEFFER, EMANUEL, was born February 2.7th~ 1793.
Having lost his father when young, his mother and her chil
dren became a part of the household of his maternal grand
father, John Miller, an eminent citize:a of Lancaster, once
high sheriff of the county, and also a member of the State
Senate. At the age of fifteen the subject of this notice was
apprenticed by his grandfather to learn the saddling and
harness-making business. After the expiration of his ap
prenticeship, he worked at his trade in the capacity of a jOUl"

neyman, and having saved from his earnings about one
hundred dol1a~s, he began business upon his own account in
Lancaster. When about twenty-five years of age he mar~

ried, and his wife dying seven years afterwards, he entered
into marital relations the second tinle. In 1841 Mr. Schaef..
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fer was ap ointed by Governor Porter one of the associate
judges of the courts of Lancaster county, which office he
held for fi: e years, ,vben he ,vas reappointed by Gover~or

Shunk, an discharged his duties with great fidelity for four
years mar, making his aggregate term of service as associ ...
ate judge, ine years. In 1841 he was elected president of
the Lanca ter Savings Institution, a position he held for
some year~. He served as president of city councils for
thirteen y~ars. Besides these positions, Mr. Schaeffer was
frequently: chosen to fill various offices of trust and resp,ou
sibility, a11 of which he discharged in such a manner as to
reflect mu~h credit upon himself and render entire satisfac
tion to th~ public. Mr. Schaeffer was an active supporter
of the te~perance cause, and during the whole of his life
adhered s~rictly to the principles of sobriety, honesty, and
the prope~ observance of religious duties, which resulted in
that SUCc~'SS and prosperity which he enjoyed. From the
organizati?n of the Church of God, in the city of Lancaster,
he was an lelder and annually reelected. He was the super
intendent pf the s Sabbath school belonging to that church
for many trears, and also a delegate to the east Pennsylva
nia and g~neral eldersbips for a number of years. He died
Novelnbe~ 13th, 1864, aged 71 years, 8 months, and 16 days.

SCRA-W1\1, BENJA~IIN, elected Comnlissioner of Lancaster
county in 11808.

SCHW~RTZ, COKRAD, elected County Oommissioner in
1805.

SOOTr.ll, ABRAHAM, a member of the Legislature in the
years 178l, 1782 and 1783.

SCOT~, ALEXANDER, was a member of the Legislature in
the years ,~797, 1798, .1799 and 1800. He was also elected

to the Sta~e Senate in 1792.

*SCOr.DT, MAJOR JOHN, son of Samuel Scott, was born
at "scott=' Manor," I in the year 1749-50. At the time of

1Scott's lanor was a nalue given to a large tract of. land taken up
and patent d probably as early as 1740, by Sallluel Scott, an original
settler in Little Britain, and the father of John Scott. The mansion

* Oontributed by Charles H. Stubbs, M. D.
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the breaking out of the Revolutionary struggle' with the
mother country he was a young man, and it appears that he
did not enter the service in the :first years of the war. The
contest for freedom becoming protracted, and for a time the
final success of the Americans under Washington doubtful,
.John Scott, like many other patriots of that time, resolved
to leave his rural pursuits and join the army. At the age
()f t,venty·seven he recruited a comrany of militia, composed
chiefly of his neighbors-the yeomen of Little Britain-and
marched it to Lancaster. TIe was elected captain, and his
company entered as part of the second battalion of Lancaster
.couRty militia, formed in the year 1777.

J"ames Watson was elected Colonel of this batta.lion ; James
Porter, Lieutenant-colonel, and Dorrington Wilson, 1fajor.
It consisted of eight companies, nunlbering, rank and file
~ight hundred and five men. John Scott commanded the
first company, and consequently acted as senior captain.
This battalion was ordered to the front immediately after
its formation, and took part in the principal battles fought
in the Middle States. Captain Scott remained in the service
during the war, was present and took part in the battles of
Brandywine, Germanto,vn, and s')veral engagements near
New Y ork and on Long Island. For bravery he was pro
moted to the rank of l\fajor. After the close of the war he
was honorably discharged, and returned to the Manor, which
he inherited upon the decease of his father. Here he spent
the remaining years of his life in superintending and im
proving his estate. He died at an early age, on the 1st of
February, 1796, in his 47th year. His relnains were interred
in the southeast corner of the graveyard attached to Little
Britain Presbyterian church. Over the grave his son and
,daughter have erected a handsome marble obelisk, seven
feet in height, resting on a broad, fiat, limestone base. On
the west side is the following epi,taph: " 11ajor JohEl Scott,
an officer under vVashington during the l{evolutionary war,
who distinguished himself at the battles of Long Island,
house erected by hiIl1, stood. near the site of the present residence of
Salnue] Scott, a great-grandson of the settler. The farU1S of N. Davis
Scott, Sa-nIue] Scott, and several of the vVrights1 of Little Britain, wel'e
originally parts of this lUanaI'.
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White Plains, B·randywine, Germantown, &c. Died Febru..
ary 1, 1796, ,aged 47 years." On the east side: "Erected
by William ~nd Eleanor Graham Scott; October 17, 1845, in
memory of iheir departed friends."

SELDOMRIDGE, JOlIN, elected Prothonotary of Lan
caster county in 1863.

*SEYBE~T, REV. JOHN. In many respects the subject of
this mernoir 'was a very remarkable man. .As regards firm
ness of will :fd rigid self.denial he probably stands unrivaled.
IndefatigabI1/activity, faithful~ disinterested and self-sacrific
ing devotionl for the dissemination of what he regarded as
the t:ruth, w~re peculiarly marked features of his character.
Unlettered ard untaught as regards the technical rules of
science, his natural good sense and discriminating judgment.
supplied in his career the want of early advantages, and
rendered hiIl1l one of the ablest theologians of his tirne and

I •country. His father was a native of Germany, and came to
Anlerica during the Revolution, ,vith the British army, then
a youth of b!ut fifteen years of age. At the close of the
war he chos~ to remain in this country, and for this offence
was impriso

t
l ed in Lancaster in default of one hundred dol

lars commut tion money. A man by the name of Shaffner,.
commiserati ,g the condition of young Seybert, paid for
him the hunared dollars, on condition that he should serve
three years i~.his employ as a tailor. After the termination
of this perio~ of service, he Inarried a you~g woman named
Susana Krerttzer, whose father when crossIng the ocean to
America, ha~ found a watery grave amidst the deep waves
of the .AtlaD~ic. By industry and economy Henry Seybert,
the father f the subject of this sketch, acquired some
property, an died in 1farch, 1806, leaving a farm and some ..
considerablelamount of money.

John Sey~ert, the subject ~f our notice, was born near
Manheim, L~ncaster county, Pa., July 7th, 1791. He was
the oldest of! four children, all of whom were sons. 'Vhen
he was abouf thirteen years of age his parents became the
subjects of teligious conviction, and his nlother being a
woman of very tender sensibilities, was the first to yield to

, I *Contributed by John B. Good, esq.
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her feelings, but it was not long till the father also followed,
and from this time their house became the principal resort
of the Ministers of the Albr£ght Socz"eiy, now more generally
known as Evangel£cal Methodists. It was under the influ
ences that thus surrounded him that young Seybert first felt
the workings of God's spirit in his heart, but at this time f

however, no permanent impression seems to have been made,
for as he himself says: "His love of levity and vanity was
still too strong." Indeed, at this time, it is said that his
parents regarded him as the most perverse of all their chil
dren; his strong will and firm independence seeming in their
eyes wickedness of the deepest dye. At the age of ten years
he began going to school, and continued his attendance
during the winter months of every year, until he acquired a
fair knowledge of both English and Gernlan. His father
also sent hinl to a Lutheran clergyman as a catechumen,
with the design of having him confirmed as a member of
that church. He says that at this time he and the other
catechumens were very wicked sinners, who were guilty of
all manner of sins and "rickedness. For SaIne reason or
other he was never confirmed as a member of the Lutheran
church. He may, perhaps, have regarded himself as too
vile a sinner, for he believed that the bad company in the
seBool and among the catechumens, rnade him still worse
than he otherwise should have been. He was now thirteen
years of age, and was passionately fond of the fascinations of
sin, which he says b_e committed with the greatest zest.

At the age of fourteen, when his parents had already
changed their religious views, he frequently felt the influence
of the Spirit striving with him, but he always deferred bis
conversion, still thinking that there was yet plenty of time,
and thus no permanent effects towards a regeneration were
produced. During all this time good and evil seem to have
waged a terrible conflict in his soul. When under religious
influence he felt penitent, but evil with him still held the
upper .hand; and when amongst his youthful companionst

he would, against better knowledge, cOlnmit sins for which
conscience after\vards had to suffer many pangs of anguish
and regret. His father having died in 1806, his rnother be-
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came a folIo er of the celebrated George Rapp, left her
children and llived in Rapp's colony, called" New Harmony,"
near Pittsburg, Pa., leaving her fanlily to take care of them
selves as best i they could. ilis mother used every persuasion
to induce her sons to follow her into her new relationship,
but John, the oldest of tllem, manifested at this time, though
but sixteen years of age, such independence of will as is
rarely found ~o be possessed by one of his age. Though he
never could ~e induced to follow her, but frequently visited
her, and whil6t she lived tendered her every mark of filial
affection. In 1810, when he was nineteen years old, he was
brought und~r conviction, through a sermon of Rev. Mr.
Betz, and aft~r a protracted struggle cornmitted himself to
God. lIe bepame a member of the Evangelical Association
(German Methodists), in which he was soon selected as a
class leader ~~nd public exhorter. One of his classes was in

Manheinl, al'd the other in Mo~~t Joy, Lancaster county,
Pa. In 181 he entered the mInistry as a local preacher,
and the year following set out as an itinerant.

His literar~ and scientific attainments at this time were of
the most lim~ted character. He had little other attainment,
save being aQle to read and write in the most plain and humble
manner. Bqt he was in possession of an indomitable will,
.and his untiring energy and never flagging industry, together
,vith his clear thoughts and common sense, SOOl1 compen
sated for lack! of education. He rapidly improved as a pulpit
declailner, a~d it ~ras not long till friends and enemies be- "
came convin~ed that John Seybert. "vas by no means a man
{)f ordinary ;~bility. He was, nevertheless, the subject of
many privatipns, and of the .most bitter persecution, and that
,on the part qf those froln whom better things should have
been expect~d. rro us it seems almost incredible that a
man whose ~nergies are enlisted in behalf of the welfare of
his fello,v'lnen, should meet with so much opposition, and
often, indeed, with brutal treatment. Among Ilis bitter per..
secutors ,ver~ some ,vho stood high in the church, but whose
vile treatrnert of hin1 "vere no dOlibt in a great measure
influenced b~ envy at his rising reputation. John Seybert
was always scrupulously plain and siluple in his dress. He
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never wore -boots, but al,vays brogans. In his diary he
mentions, that at one time he was traveling in a heavy con·
tinuous rain, "Thich drenched him thoroughly; his brogans
were filled with water, and yet he adds, " such things did not
discourage me." On account of the faithful discharge of his
duties as a minister, his advancement in the church was
rapid. In June, 1822, he was elected deacon, and in the
same month, three years later, was made a presiding elder.
He always kept a diary, in which he noted down a fullCsy..
nopsis of his labors as an itinerant preacher, as well as his
experiences of inner] ife, his hopes and his fears, his joys and
his sorrows. In the earlier years of his ministry he was
much trouble~ as to his being div~·nely called to preach the
Gospel of Christ. Whenever his bretbren in the ministry
conferred a new mark of confidence upon him, or promoted
him to some new position in the church, he invariably in
his diar:r expresses great distrust and diffidence; but gener
ally consoles himself with the reflection, that it was not his
own, but the judgn1.ent of the brethren that prompted the
step, and that consequently he was not personally responsi
ble, as it was done without his request or solicitation.

There is in the earlier part of the minutes of his diary, ,a
feature that forcibly strikes the attention of the reader. He
hardly pays any attention to the political divisions of the
country, such as townships or counties; he sirnply mentions
the name of the families whose hospitality he enjoyed, and
little more than this is noted by him. The geographical
localities he passes over in silence. He speaks of rivers,
mountains, and valleys, as these were objects that plainly
presented themselves to his vision; but of the imaginary
lines that divided· townships and counties, he gives little or
no mention. They, perhaps, did not occ~r to bis mind. But
this is not the only instance that this really great man appears
simple as a child. All his energies were directed to one
point, and that was the glory of his Divine Master; all else
was, in his opinion, folly and vanity, and hence worthy of but
little attention.

He was elected bishop at the seventh session of the gen
eral conference of the Evangelical Association held at Mill-
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heim, in Ce tre county, Pennsylvan~a, commencing March
25th, 1839. There were at this time only eighty traveling
preachers co,nnected with the church, of whom thirty were
present as d~]egates to the conference. His election to the
bishoprick ~ook place on the second day of the session, at
.about five o'block in the evening, and he was the unanimous
choice of alII the clergymen in attendance at the conference.
It is notewotthy the great simplicity that characterized the
cl~rgymen of that early day, and the economical habits that
they practicdd; and conspicuous amongst the early pioneers,
Bishop Seybert deserves special mention. His habits were
so simple, a~d his wants so few, that he required little else
to supply his wants, save the merest necessities of life. As
an example ~f his economical method of traveling, the fol
lowing instance may suffice: He traveled from eastern Penn
sylvania into the interior of the State of New York, a dis
tance of thre~ hundred miles, at an expense of $2.83l, board
ing and fare included. His path through life never was one
strewed witq flowers, but "he had ever his own difficulties
with which ~o contend. Amongst these the. following may
be cited as il]lustrative of the obstacles which he was required
to encounter., On the 7th of August, 1840, he attended a
camp-meeti.ng on Turkey Hill, Lancaster county, and was
considerably lannoyed by the conduct of some ill·bred men
who were in ri ttendance. Of them he thus speaks: "These
creatures did not behave themselves at all like human be
ings; they w~re, if human, some of the Turkey Hill brutish
men, who eit~er never had any sense at all, or left it at home
with their oxten, horses, and sheep; for they walked about
with heads devoid of all reason; they jolted each other
about, and made use of such vulgar and profane language
that every de~ent person was ashamed of them."

I

During thel, first four years of his official term as bishop,
there were three of his conferences-the East Pennsylvania,
W est Pennsy~vania,and Ohio. At each of these he presided
as bishop; bJginning with the East Pennsylvania conference
he reached that of West Pennsylvania in April, and the one
held in Ohio !!in May. In 1844 the Illinois conference was

organized, bUl by that time another bishop had been elected,
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who shared the labors of the office wjth him. The new
bishop ~as Rev. Joseph Long, who was elected in 1844.
The two bishops divided the work between them, BisllOp
Long presiding at the sessions of the Pennsylvania confer
ence, and Bishop Seybert at those of Ohio and Illinois.
While engaged in the incessant labors of his office he visited
in August, 1845, the churches of his denomination in Upper
Canada. Here the people were nluch surprised at his plain
dress, his child-like simplicity of manners, and to hear the
unadorned and unstudied styIe of his address. They ex
pected tohear a bishop, most necessarily of great consequence
as well as of exterior display, and whose preaching would
far transcend the intelligence of plain people. But in this
they were very agreeably disappointed, for in Bishop Seybert
they found a faithful follower of his Divine Master, who
.endeavored to be the servant of all.

On account of the sickness of his co-adjutant, Bishop
Long, in the spring of 1846, he was required to preside at
the sessions of both the Pennsylvania conferences as well as
those in the West. On the 4th of July of that year he
happened to be in Mount Carmel, Illinois, and in his diary
notes some reflections which he indulged in as regards the
observance of the national holiday. He says that the chil
dren of this world early began the celebration of the day
with drinking, dueling, profanity and wild cheering. He
adds, however: "I also got on my feet, hurriedly visited
nine families in the morning, then shaved myself, greased
my shoes and put on clean clothes, and then traveled thirty
miles that day." From the above extract it is perceived
that he used grease for his shoes instead of boot,blacking,
an article he seems never to have used, this being categoried
by him in the list of luxuries.

One instance of the charitable feelings of Bishop Seybert
is thus detailed: On a cold day in the winter of 1846, while
traveling in Ohio, he met a constable who was hauling a
weaver's loom on a sled. Having entered into conversation
with the officer, he learned that he had levied on the loom
for a debt of little over four dollars; that the owner of the
loom was a poor weaver, who depended on his trade for the
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support of numerous family. '1'he bishop listened patiently
to the end ~f the story, and then declared that this case was
too hard, a~d asked the constable ,vhether he would return
the loom td its owner if he paid the debt and costs. " 0,
yes," said t~e officer in reply, "that is all I want.." Upon
which the ~ishop at once paid the money, and the constable"
returned t~e loom to the poor weaver, who was very much
surprised s well as heartily thankful to this eccentric
stranger fo his act of kindness. The weaver afterwards
became a member of the bishop's church, obtained the posi
tion of clasfS-leader in the same, and afterwards the bishop
and other plergynlen frequently preached sermons at his
house. i

He atten~ed the general conference of his church at Ne\v
Berlin, in IT~ion county, Pa., and on the 22d of October, 1847,
was reelect~d bishop, this making his third term in the
episcopal offl.ce. During the year 1850 he refused to accept
any salary ~t all, as he regarded it the year of jubilee of the
Evangelicall Association, it being the 50th year since the
denominati9n was founded by Jacob Albright, in the county
of Lancaste~, Pa. It was his intention to accept nothing at
all after thi~ as a salary; but he was censured by others for'
this, as it w~s considered the setting. of a bad precedent, and
he therefore'! yielded so far as to accept the salary, but dis-

I

posed of it ~t his discretion for benevolent purposes. About
this time he!' changed his mode of traveling on horseback to·

a dearborn wagon. At all events, in the spring of 1850 he
attempted ti ford the I.Jycorning creek, above Williamsport,
Pa., with a earborn vvagon, at a time when the stream was
much s,voll n, and he narrowly escaped finding a watery
grave. He~ceforth he was much more cautious in venturing
to cross a stream of watero In 1852, at the general confer
ence held at:Pittsburg, Pa., he was reelected for the fourth
tin1e to the episcopal office. From May 1st to June 19th,
1853, he pre~ched a series of sermons in the State of N e,v
York and Upper Canada. His appointments were all made
in advance df his arrival for a thousand miles, and he punc
tually supplied all of them at the very times that had been
specified. On September 24th, 1855, at the general can-
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ference, he was for the fifth time elected bishop, which occa
sioned still deeper feelings of humility to rise in his soul,
and he again formed new resolutions to labor with industry
and faithfulness in God's cause. On the 11th of September,
1856, he met with an accident at Lincoln, Stark county,
Illinois. His horse ran off, upset his carriage, and threw
him upon the ground with great violence, and from this fall
he was very severely injured. He alludes in his diary to
this accident in the following language: "There was great
danger that myoId and weary body, which was become
frail and weak through preaching 10,000 sermons during the
last thirty-five years, bad entirely broken down; for I find
that the hardships incident to the itinerant ministry have
impaired my strength. 'The Lord ha~, however, helped me
again in this misfortune. To Him be praise forever."

About this tilne Bishop Seybert presided in the West
Pennsylvania conference, where he took occasion to speak
very earnestly of the duties of traveling preachers, and with
much warmth expressed his disapprobation of the conduct of
those who had forsaken the itinerancy and settled down to
enjoy an easy life. "As for me," he said, "it is my intention
to die in the field; when I can no longer preach every day,
then I will preach four times a week; if that won't go any
more, I will preach twice a week; and if I cannot preach any
more tvvice a week, I'll preach once; I will die on Zion's walls."
In1858he wrote in his diary: "What a happy man I am in nlY
68th year; I am at present well almost every day, and in good
spirits; my sense of hearing is very acute, and I frequently
read without spectacles, and if necessary, would try to preach
three tinles a day. Glory to God." On October 13, 1859, he
was elected bishop for the sixth time. In politics Bishop
Seybert was always a Democrat, yet towards the institution
of slavery was exceedingly hostile. He ever felt disinclined
to travel in territory where slavery was sanctioned by law.
Whenever he returned from a slave State he thanked God
for the deliverance from the accursed soil. He believed that
the principles of the Democratic party were right, but that
slavery did not belong to them; the evil one had sown these
tares in the field of Democracy. On the 18th of Decernber,

36
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1860, he preached for the last time. His journal stops with
the 28th of the sanle month. lIe stopped with a man named
Isaac Parlfer, near Bellevue, Sandusky county, Ohio. Being
asked con<ierning the cause of his weakness, he merely spoke
ofhaving ~ bad cold. lIe rested on a lounge, and occasionally
read his jfavorite authors, viz: IHiller, A'Kempis and
'Tauler. He also regularly read his Bible lesson every day.
About an ihour before his death he related that he had a
dream, an~ in his dream that he came to a place where there
were many pr~achers who were all glad to see him, and he
desired t9 greet all by shaking hands with them, but that
the numbfr \vas so great that he had not yet had time to do
so before ~e a\voke. An hour later no doubt his dream was
realized, i* meeting an.i~numerablecompany of the redeemed
in heaven~

" Bishop I Seybert died January 4,1861. When the near
.approaChi~1g symptoms of death m~de their appearance, Mr.
Parker, at whose house he was lodglng, went out to call some
of the nei hbors that they might be present when the spirit

· -of the ag~d pilgrim \vould take its departure. His son re
mained al~ne with him in the room. 'rhe weary wayfarer
.sat upon ~is lounge, his hands folded like those of a child in
prayer. ~ll at once he broke the solernn silence by saying:

."' H,ow teIjrible must death be to a wicked person." Then
t~vlng p~u8ed for a few moments, he again remarked:
.U Death c~mlnences belo\v," at the same time laying his
hands lowbr do,vn on his body, "and proceeds upwards, and
when he ~omes t·o this place," placing his hand upon his
heart, "thbn. it is allover \vith us." Thus I also shall some·
'time fall ~sleep. Here his voice stqpped; he sunk on the
lounge, a~ while young Parker stood by his side, he gently
fell asleep and his spirit took its flight to the mansions of
the blesser.

SHA\\~, ANTHONY, who emigrated from Ireland and settled
'\\rithin th~ limits of the Friends' meeting, at Sadsbury, ,vas a
nlan of coj;lsiderable ability, being well educated, and remark·
.able for nis piety and his many virtues, and was a worthy
and serviceable member of the denomination of Friends at
the time that the Sadsbury rnonthly meeting was first estab·
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Jished. He was elected a member of the Legislature for the
years 1740-41-42-43. He ,vas appointed a comniissioner
and justice of the peace for Lancaster county in the year 1738,
and the ancient documents in Sadsbury and Salisbury attest
his abilities as a ,vriter, a scholar and an upright and can·
scientious man.

SHAEFFER., BARTR.L~M A., was born in Lancaster county
in 1824, and at an early age removed to Ohio, ",~here he re
ceived his education. Having returned to Lancaster, he
began the study of law in the office of George Ford, esq.,
and was admitted to the bar in the year 1847. Interesting
himself considerably in politics, he was soon honored with
the confidence of his party, and was returned as a member
of the Legislature in the year 1850, and also in 1851. Ac
quitting himself ,vith credit, he was elected to the State Sen- .
ate in 1857. He was also chosen attorney for the Pennsyl
vania railroad company, a position he held for several
years. Upon the organization of the militia in 1858, he was
appointed Inajor general of the division composed of the
counties of Lanc~ster and Chester. ,i\Then the rebellion
broke out, .he immediately tendered his services, and was
appointed as aid on the staff of General Keirn, of Berks
-county. lIe served in this capacity for six nl0nths, being
with General Patterson's division in the Shenandoah" valley.
His health and eyesight failing, he was compelled to give
up miritary service and return home. He was for some time
-engaged with C. S. Kauffn1a,u,. of Columbia, in the iron
manufacture. He died in 1864.

SHELLEY, ABRAHA~f, was elected a memb.er of the
Legislature in the years 1846-47.

SHEN,OK, HE~HYS., was elected Register of Wills in 1869.

SHENK, MICHAEL, a Corntnissioner of Lancaster county,
elected by the Republicans in October, 1804. He was a citi·
zen of Oonestoga to\vnship, and an active and useful citizen.
He died October 18th, 1806.

SHENK, RUDOLPH vV., was born in Conestoga township,
Lancaster county, Pennsylvania, on the 4th of October, 1834.
His parents were Christian Shenk, (now deceased) and ~fary
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Warfel Shenk, and his ancestors were among the earliest
settlers of i Lancaster county. He attended school at Litiz,
under Pro£. John Beck, from 1849 to 1851. In 18i>2 he entered
the acaderpy at Erie, Pa., and in 1854 entered Dartmouth
College, where he graduated in 1858. He read law and ,vas
adrnitted tio the bar in N ovelnber, 1859. At the breaking
out of the,irebellion he enlisted in Co. F. (Lancaster Fenci.
bles) Capt~in Emlen Franklin, first regiment Pennsylvania
volunteers~ and served until the expiration of their term of
enlistment~ In August 1862 be was appointed 1'fajor of the
135th regim.ent of Pennsylvania volunteers, and served with
the sarne until it was mustered out of service at the expira
tion of its I term of enlistment. He Vilas appointed deputy
marshal o,r the Ninth district, Pennsylvania, in June 1863,
and was e[ected to the Legislature in the years 1864-65.
He is ellg~.'ed in the practice of his profession, and is a mern
ber of the firn1 of Bair & Shenk, bankers, of this city.

SHER I-{" JOSEPH, was a delegate from Lancaster county
to the the[ convention which framed, in 1776, the first Con
stitution or Pennsylvania.

SHIPPlN, EDWARD, was one of the leading citizens of
Lancaster borough for many years before and at' the break
ing out of i the American revolution. He held most of the
county 01ces, as prothonotary, register, recorder, &c., from
the year j:53 up to the commencement of the revolution.
He W3.S o:Qe of the committee on correspondence appointed
at a meetitg held in Lancaster, June 15th, 1774, to corre
spond wit~ the committee of Philadelphia, which had been
constituted to obtain an interchange of sentiment among the
people of IPennsylvania with reference to united action in
oppoRition i

' to British encroachrnent. At a meeting of thiS'
committee~ consisting of Edward Shippen, Geo. Ross, Jasper
Yeates, }4atthias Slough, James Webb, William Atlee,
William ~enry, Ludwig Lauman, vVilliam Bausman and
Charles Etall, held July 2d, 1776, Edward Shippen was.
chosen pr~sident of the committee. He had been chief bur
gess of th¢ borough of Lancaster for some years, and was
acting in that capacity in 1763, when the Conestoga Indians
were massacred by the Paxton rangers. Edward Shippen"
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with other of the leading citizens, were attending church at
the time the work of destruction was going on, and before
they were able to reach the ~cene, the Paxton boysl had
,again mounted their steeds and left the town.

1Massacre of the Oonestoga Indians: The massacre of the Conestoga
Indians by the Paxton boJrs, enacted within Lancaster county, is one of
those events that attained a historical hnportance second to none that
ever transpired i.n the county Ihnits. It is one of those scenes of history
that to be understood requires a resunle of facts generally lost sight of.
Pennsylvania baving been settled by the Quakers, it can readily be
supposed on account of the persecutions they endured in England that
this class of people ",~ould flock into the llew asylum opened up by Wil
liam Penn, in considerable nunlbel's. The result ,vas that they obtained
-c<;:>ntrolof the State governlnent for many years; 1110st of the State and
'County officers "were melnbers of this persuasion, except in the lllOst
western parts of the settlements. The Inajority of the asselnbly were
Quakers, and, indeed, their policy shaped the aft"airs of the State nearly
up to the comlnenCClnent of the I~evolution. The Scotch-Irish, a numer:
.ous body of early settlers, Vlere found Inostly u pOll the borders of the
settlements; a,nd being a bold, daring, and adventuresonle class of peo
ple, they were encouraged by the government to choose their homes in
those localities, as being the best adc1pted to buffet Indian collision. After
the breaking out of the conspiracy of Pontiac, in 1'762, the tide of Indian
warfare began to rise in the west, and during 1763 the border settlements
of Pennsylvania becanle the scenes of the most al)palling desolation and
distress that had ever yet been 'witnessed in those regions. It would. be
a lengthy task, aJla revolting to explore through all the details the ho1"
l'id Inonotony of blood and havoc presented in the histor~7" of Indian
brutality and carnage brought upon the white settlers of Pennsylvania
at this doleful period. The settlenlents were filled with the ,vildest dis
may and horror. The people, such as could escape, left their homes in
consternation and fled in thousands to the settlenlents further east.
Lancaster county ",~as finE~d ,vith Tefugees ,vllo had escaped for their
lives, leaving the settlements one vast charnel receptacle, filled with
the bones of their n1ul'dered relatives and kinsmen.

The scene presented in sonle of the settlenlents, beggars description.
l~anging parties who visited in bodies the sights of desolation, discov
ered ,vith unspeakable horror in the depths of the forest, the half con
sumed bodies of men and "Tomen still bound fast to trees where they had
perished in fiery torture. Here lay the lifeless trunks of fathers and
brothers who had fallen in an unequal contest, striving to resist the surg
ing wave of Indian fury; and there, rolled in a COlllnlon mass, were the
mangled corpses of mothers, sisters a.nd children, whose blood the toma
havvks of the savage had" drunk. It was a sad but maddening sight. A
wail of agony rose to heaven over the scenes of desolation; but a resolve
of revenge was then formed bitter, burning and unquenchable revenge,
that retaliation should be obtained for such fiendish cruelties. The
back wood~ rangers, who visited the scenes described, swore a solemn

PA-Genealogy



526 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

SHIPPEN, HENRY, was captain of the company that
marched to Baltimore in 1814, in ,vhich were James Buch
anan, Jasner Slaymaker and others. He read law in the
office of ~ames Hopkins, but his tastes being of a military
oath of vengeance never to sheath their sabers ere the heart's blood of their'
,assailants, ~e savages of the forest, ""vas spilled. An eye witness who
sa,v the ~es lation that follo,,"ed in the wake of Indian aggression, said:·
"The Iudi ; s had set fire to the houses, barns, corn, hay, and in short,
to everythh)g that was conlbustible, so that the \vhole country seellled
to be one g~neral blaze. The miseries and distress of the poor people
,vere really ~hocking to hl{n1.anity, and beyond the po\ver of language to
describe. Carlisle was becolne the barrier, not a single individual being
beyond it. Every stable and hovel in the town 'vas cro"\vded with mis
erable refugees, who were reduced to a state of beggary and despair;
their houses, cattle and harvest destroy;d; and from a plentiful, inde
pendent peJple, they ",~ere becollle real objects of charity and commiser...
ation. It "tas Inost disnlal to see the streets :filled with people in whose
coul1tenanJ's 11light be discovered a mixture of grief, madness and de
spair; and 0 hear, now and then, the sighs and groans. of men, the dis
consolate 1 mentations of women, and the screams of children who had
lost their n~arest and dearest relatives. On both sides of the Susque
hanna, for 40rne miles, the ·woods "vere filled ,vith poor falnilies and their
cattle, "Tho imake fire and live like the savages." Oonspiracyof Pontiac"
p.382. ,

The Scot¢h-Irish, in ,vhose settlements it was that this desolation
reigned, implored the government of Pennsylvania to aid them in resist
ing Indian ~ggression. But "the Quakers, who seemed resolved that
they wouldl neither defend the people of tb'e frontier nor allo,v them to .
defend the*selves, vehemently inveighed against the several expeditions.
up the Sus4uehanna, and denounced them as seditious and murderous.
Urged by Fheir bli~ld prejudice in favor of the Indians, they insisted
that the bahds of the Upper Susquehanna ·were friendly to the English;

, whereas, with the single exceptipn of a fevv Moravian converts near
Wyoming, \vIlo had noi been molested, there could be no rational doubt
that these ,avages nourished a rancorous and malignant hatred against
the provinde. But the Quakers, removed by their situation from all fear
of the tom~lul,wk, securely vented their spite against the borderers and
doggedly cfosed their ears to the truth. ~lcalnvhile the people of the
frontier betieged the Assenlbly with petitions for relief; but little heed
was given to their complaints." Conspiracy of Pontiac,. p. 391-8. It ,vas
well ascertf1ined that at least two thousand persons had been killed or
carried off Ifronl the settlements on the border. This loss was one that
the Scotch~Irish population had to endure. Goaded to desperation by
their long ¢ontinued suffering, they were divided between rage against
the Indian$ and resentnlent against the Quakers, who had yielded them
cold symp~thy and inefficient aid. They complained fiercely that they
were interposed as a barrier between the rest of the province and a
ferocious ~nenlY, a,nd that they were sacrificed to the safety of men who-
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cast and not succeeding to his expectation, he made an effort
to obtain a situation in the arlny, but was unsuccessful. He
removed to Huntjngdon and practiced law there for some
years. fIe marrieo a Miss Elizabeth Evans, of Sunbury..
looked with indifference on their miseries and lost no, opportunity to
extenuate and smooth' away the cruelties of their destroyers. They
declared that the Quakers would go further to befriend a murdering In-
dian than to succor a fellow countr~ymall.

It is not difficult to conceive the depth of feeling that would exist in a;,

community situated as ,vere the Scotch-Irish at that early period. They
had besought aid of the Assembly in vain. They had also asked that
the Indians living in the interior of the white settlements be removed,
as they regarded all those professing friendship as spies and harborers
of their enen:lies. To all these requests the Quaker .A.sselnbly turned a.

deaf ear. The Quakers clung to their policy of non-resistance, and left
the borderers to shift for themselves as best they could. The rancor
that rose on the part of the Scotch-Irish to,vards tbe Quakers and their
policy was of the bitterest kind. Never was hatred more deep and
general than on the Pennsylvania frontier at this period; and never did
so many collateral causes 'unite to inflame it to 11ladness. It ,vas by no
means confined to the vnlgar. Magistrates, and even the clergy shared
it, and it is not surprising that it found a vent. In the !tlanor of Oon
eBtoga, about :five miles i'roln Lancaster, was a snlall band of Indians"
chiefly of Iroquois blood, that had resided there since the first settle
ment of the pr<?vince. These Indians 'Villiam Penn had visited .and
made treaties ,vith them, ·which bad been ratified by subsequent gov
ernors. They had remained on terms of friendship with the English..
The COlnlnunity had greatly decreased in nlembership, and no longer
numbered over twenty individuals. ~hese were clustered together in
miserable huts, and ,vere in the habit of gathering a pitia,ble subsistence
by beggary and a petty 111crchandizing amongst the ,vhite settlers .of
the country around then1. The IneH spent Dlost of their time in fishing
and hunting, and loitering around in idleness. In their neighborhood
the~y pa.ssed for inllocent vagabonds.

An10ng the Scotch-Irish, on the contrary, they were looked upon as
spies; and as guilty of giving shelter to scalping parties, and even in
aiding their enemies in their depredations. That they were not alto
gether wrong in their opinions was proven by a mass of testiIllony;
though the treachery may have been confined to one or two individuals...
The exasperated frontiersmen ,vere not in a nlood to rliscriIninate be
tween the innocent and guilty. They did not think these Indians should
be permitted to occupy a position where they would have it in their
power to do them injury. They belonged at least to that hated race
that had brought so ll1uch misery upon themselves and tlleil' country
men. A body of rangers, whose headquarters ,vas the little town or
Paxton, on the east bank of the Susquehanna, became noted about this
tilue for their zeal and efficiency in defending the borders. John Elder,
a Presb~-teriall clcrgynlan of great ,vol'th and piety of character, had
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Afterwards, through the influence of Molton o. Rogers,
Secretary ~f State nnder Governor Shultz, he was appointed
President Judge of the court of common pleas of one of
the westerp. judicial districts. He died March 2, 1839.
influenced t~e formation of this band, as it became necessary to have of
them guards: around the church while he ,vas engaged in the perform
ance of divin:e service. "fhis band of rangers was composed of.the best
men in the d)IUlllunity; they ,vere orderly and upright citizens, as the
Rev. J ohn E~der himself testified. One of their principal leaders was
1f'[atthew S11ith' a man of influence and popularity amongst his asso
ciates, and ne by no means destitute of culture, and yet who at the
same tinle hared a full proportion of the general hatred against the
Indian race, and suspicion against the band at Conestoga.

About thelmiddle of Decenlber a scout called upon Smith and inforlned
biro that aJ1. Indian who had been committing depredations in the
neighborhoO' had been tracked to Conestoga. Ilaving c01l1IDunicated
this to five f his companions, they armed, mounted and set out for the
Indian settl ment, where the:y arrived in the night. Snlith disnlonnted
from his hor e and crawled fOl"\vard cautiously until he saw", or imagined
he saw, a n mber of armed warriors in the cabins. He returned, and
related this to his conlpanions, but fearing that they were too weak to
attack the p~rty, returned ,vith all speed to Paxton. rrheir blood being
now up, the deternlined to extirpate the Conestogas. nIes~engers,vere
sent in all d rections, and on the following day fifty arnled men, chiefly
froJ.ll Doneg I and Paxton, assembled at the place agreed upon. They
set out with Smith as their leader, and arrived at Conestoga before day
light on the ,morning of the fourteenth. As they neared the place they
perceived t~e light of a fire in one of the calJins, and having fastened
their horses,i they cautiously advanced to'wards the light. An Indian,
ha~;ing healjd the noise of their footsteps or voices, advanced to see
whence the :q.oise came. As SOOl1 as he canle near, one of the men, fancy
big that he r~cognizedhhn, exclainled with an oath, "lIe is the 0!le that
killed llly m' ther," and firing his ritle brought the Indian to the ground.
"Vith a gel eral shont they no\v all rushed for\vard and closed the"
career of all the Indians they could find. There were but six of them t

the renlailld r, in accordance with their vagrant habits, being scattered
about the n ighborhood. They closed t.heir vengeance at this place by
~urlling all the cabins, and set out for home by the dawn of day. The
morning W ,s cold, and snow was falling and covered the ground to a
considerable: depth. They ,vere met by a man named Thomas Wright,
who somew1;lat struck by their appearance, began a conversation with
thenl. 'rhey freely, and without compunction, told him all they had
done. Pro~eeding SOUle distance further they began to scatter around
amongst the settlers in order to obtain some food for themselves and
horses. Se~eral of them rode to the house of Robert Barber, a promi
nent settler,1 near Wright's Ferry, who seeing the ~trangers shaking the
snow frOln t~eir blanket coats, invited them to enter, and caused refresh
ments to bl set before them. HaviI~g remained a short time seated
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SHIRK, HENRY, was elected County Commissioner in
1810, and reelected again in 1819.

SHOOff, SA1\f-CEL, of Columbia, was born in Harrisburg
on the 28th of May, 1797. His opportunities of education
around the fire, they ren)oul1ted and rode off through the S110"'''' storm.
Whilst they were in the house, a boy belonging to the family had gone
out "There the horses w'ere sta.nding, and COlllil1g in reported that he had
seen a tOlnaha,vk covered vdth blood hanging to the saddle of ~ach, and
also a gun belonging to one of the Indian children. Barber at once sus
pected the truth, and having given information to his neighbors, a com
pany of them started off to the Indian settlement, where they found the
cabins in ashes and the charred remains of the slaughtered Indians. While
they,"vere there the sheriff of Lancaster county with a party of men
arrived at the place; -and the first object of that officer ,vas to send
through the neighborhood and gather up the Indians that had escaped
fourteen in number. The survivors as soon as they learned the fate of
their friends were in great terror for their o,vn lives, and earnestly begged
protection. They ,vere brought to I-Jancaster, anlidst the greatest excite
ment, and lodged in the county jail, a strong ston~ building, and one
which wa~ deemed sufficient to afford the alllplest protection.

Ne'\vs of the Inassacre was inlnlediately sent to Philadelphia, upon
the hearing of '\vhich the governor at once issued a proclaulation de
nouncing the act, and offering a L'e,vard for the arrest of the perpetrators.
But in the excited state of puulic feeling at that tinle arrests were out
of the question, as resistance ,vould have been offered to any force that
might have been sent into the Scotch-Irish settlements. Nothing
daunted by the Governor's proclanlation, the Paxton rangers deternlined
to conlplete the ,vol'k they had begun. In this deterluination they were
incited by a prevailing ilnpression that one of the Indians that had
found protection at Lancaster had murdered the relatives of Ol1e of their
number. They despatched a spy to leat'l1 the condition of affairs at
Lancaster, and upon his return they again'assembled at the usual ren
dezvous. On this occasion the leader of the party "vas a Lazarus Stewart,
a young Ulan highly esteer.aed on the borders for his heroic qualities and
chivalrous deportlnent. Early on the 2·7th of December the party, about
.fifty in number, left Paxton on their work of death. About three
o'clock in the afternoon, arnled with rifle, knife and tomahawk, they
rode into Lancaster at a gallop, turned their horses into the yard of a
public house, and proceeded forthwith to the jail. In a llloment the
doors ,vere burst open and they rushed in. The Indians were at the
time in a sluall yard adjacent to the building, and surrounded by strong
walls.. Hearing the noise and alarnled by the sight of armed filen in the
doorway, two 01' three of thenl grasped billets of woiW in self-defence.
This show of resistance doubly 111addened the forelnost of the party,
and rushing forward they fired their rifles amongst the Indians, huddled
in a corner. The tomahawk soon ended the struggle, and the "Quaker
pets, " as they termed them, lay w-eltel'ing in their gore.

The magistrates being in church, attending the Christmas service,
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were Iimiteh to the schools of that place and the 'Vest Not·
tingham academy, in Cecil county, Maryland, under the
presidential; care of the Rev. Doctor ~Iagra,v. In 1814,
when the British army destroyed the capitol at Washington,
which had be¢n postponed fronl the twenty-fifth, a messenger suddenly
appeared at the church door, and in broken exclamations ,vas heard to'
say: ". Jl.fari4e,r-tlle jail-the PalJ'ton boys"':""the Indians." The assenl
bl~T broke un in disorder, and Edward Shippen, the chief bUl'-gess,.
hastened towards the scene; but before he could reach it, all was over,.
and the range~s had remounted and were galloping' from the town. The

I
sheriff and th~ coroner had mingled with the rangers, and as their ene-
mies alleged, ~ided and abetted them in their work of destruction, but
they contendejd that they ,vere endeavoring to save the Indians. The
people crowddd into the jail to gaze at the dead Indians, and ,vhen their
curiosity vvas 'isated they gathered their bodies together and buried them
not far from the to·Wil. There their bones reposed until the railroad
was being made through the city, when they ,vere disinterred by the
workmen. The nlassacre of the Indians occasioned a vast clanlor
when it reachfd Philadelphia, and the Governor issued another procla
mation, prob~bly to allay Quaker feeling, for he could not but have
known that ntthing else would be gained. It ,vould have been 11ladlless
to attempt to fake any arrests of parties engaged in the transaction;
and the best evidence that all thought so is, that no attenlpt was made
until years af~erwards, ,vhen all the excitenlent had died away.

This event ~f history can be regarded justly in no other light than as
an exhibition 'or the pent up rage against the Indians for the atrocities
committed on', the ,vhite settlers, and partially out of vengeance towards
the Quakers, because of their unaccountable attaclllnent to the Indians
in preference to the ,vhites, as it was regarded. It can not, and should
not be viewed!as the work of a vulgar mob. It was none such. It was
sinlply the reflex of the public opinion as it existed amongst the settlers
on the borders. \Vould any- of the rangers who perpetrated the deed
have been pu:q.ished by a jury of their Scotch-Irish neighbors had these
been placed 0Ill trial? They had the power to punish them, if they had
the will, but: this was wanting. Did Lazarus Stewart, or J\Iatthew
Smith sink iri public estiInation for the part they had figured in the
transaction? 'iLet the histol'Y of those days answer the question. They
received the ehdorsement of high character and standing from the lead
ing men on t~e borde!, clergYlnen and others. We should endcayor,
therefore, to p,lace ourselves in imagination in their circumstances before
passing too harsh a judglnent upon them. That th.e Quakers should con
denlll thenl is not strange. Does not every violent party luau, COl1.denll1
those of the 0l?posite party? So in this case. The Quakers fOl'nled the
one party in ~ennsylvania, and which, at this time, they governed, and
they endeavm:red to decry their opponents, the Scotch-Irish, for their
sanctioning the Paxton massacre. Feeling becanle intensified, because
the event ,vas seized by one party for the injury of the other. Party·
rage gave the transaction its historical importance.
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be volunteered and served three months in the army under
the immediate command of Oaptain Richard ~1. Crain, of the
Harrisburg Artillerists. He was employed t\VO years as
clerk in the land department at Harrisburg. In 1820 he
was admitted to practice law at the bar of Dauphin county.
In 1835 he was elected C]erk of the House of Representa
tives, and in 1837 was made secretary to the convention to
amend the Oonstitution of the State of Pennsylvania. In
1839 he was appointed cashier of the COlulubia Bank and
Bridge Company, which afterwards beca!ne the Oolumbia
National Bank, of \vhich he still has charge. He at one and
the same time served as President of the following compa
nies and organizations, viz: the Oothmon School Board in
Oolumbia; the Columbia and Marietta turnpike road com
pany ~ the Columbia and Chesnut IIill turnpike road corn
pany; the Columbia and vVashington tur~pike road com..
pany; the Oo~umbia water company, and the Columbia gas
company; and, also, as treasurer of the Reading and Oolum
bia railroad company; director of the poor of Lancaster
county, and of the Wrightsville, York and Gettysburg rail
road company, and trustee of the Normal School, at 1fillers
ville; likewise cashier of the Oolumbia National Bank. He
has also served a term as county auditor of Lancaster countYt
and fills most of the above posts at the present time. He
has also been president of the old C.olnnlbia public ground
company.

SHREINER, :Nf...~RTIN, was born in Lancaster, January
23d,1767. His father, Philip Shreiner,enligrated frOIn Ger
many at an early day, and bought the property yet owned
by ~Iartin Shreiner, the grandson of the original proprietor..
·l\lartin Shreiner, the subject of this notice, learned the trade
of a clock:-maker with John Eberman, grandfather of Peter
G. Eberman, esq. He "vas an apprentice of Mr. Eberman
at the time the latter manuf,<tctured the old town clock. He
began and carried on his busin"ess in the sanle place now·
occupied and o\vned by his son". He continued in this busi·
ness up to 1829, and then began the manufacturing of en
gines. In 1818 Martin Shreiner was elected by the City
Councils, one of the first street regu]ators of Lancaster, and
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was reelected to this position in 1819. One of the first engines
manufactur~d by him, was that made for a hose company of
Lebanon. the Sun engine and hose company, one of the
two oldest fire companies in Lancaster city, having used
their engine from 1798 up till 1829, determined upon pro
curing a new one. l\lartin Shreiner was ernployed by the
company to build an engine at an expense not to exceed
eight hundr~d dollars. In Decelnber, 1830, the following
appears upon the minutes of this con1pany: "The comlnittee
-appointed to procure a new fire engine from Martin Shrei
ner for this: cOlnpany, reported that they had received the
same fr01TI Martin Shreiner, which engine upon fair trial,
fully answeted the expectation of the company as to beauty
and excelle~lceof work:Ylansbip and power of throwing water,
and that it .ad been placed in the e~gine house at the dis
posal of the ,company."

In the year 1829 l\fartin Shreiner and Peter Reed were
elected on the Anti·1Iasonic ticket~ directors of the poor of
Lancaster county. He was for many years an active and
influential men1ber of the City Councils, and in 1832 he was
one of the conln11tte€ who ,vere instrumental in having the
Columbia a~d Philadelphia railway brought through t.he
city of Lancaster. In 1834 he built the celebrated" Alneri
can fire eng~ne" "\vith two chambers, eight and a-half inches
in diameter,! which at its first trial forced the water to the
ball of the Lutheran steeple, two hundred feet high. He
afterwards re-built the Middletown, Litiz and Oolumbia en
giRes. He was a member of the Lutheran church, and it
was greatly ~hrough his influence that the Gern1an Lutheran
-church, in Vine street, was erected in 1826. About the
year 1836 he laid out and established the first cemetery in
Lancaster, \vhich bears his name; and because no restriction
was imposed as to the interment of persons of color therein,
the late r:l1haddeus Stevens chose it as his last resting place.
The cemetery was beautifully ornamented by the care of the
venerable patriarch in life, and his monument now is
one of the chief places of interest within its enclosure. He
died Febru1ry 14th, 1866, at the ripe age of 9'7 years and
22 days.
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SHlTLTZ, D.A..VID, was born in Dauphin county, Pennsyl-
vania) May 28, 1805. His education was linlited, having had
no early advantages. He learned the hatting business witll
Jacob Ziegler, of Harrisburg, and traveled for several years
in the capacity of journeyrnan. He lTIoved to New IIolland
in 1824, and in 1829 began business for himself, which he
continued: up to 1852. He became an active politician, and
frequently filled nlinor trusts in the gift of the people. He
often represented his party in the county conventions. He
was appointed in 1847 the first mercantile appraiser in Lan
caster count:¥, and lNas twice reappointed. In 1852 he was
elected treasurer of Lan~aster county, and held the same for
two years. After moving to Lancaster in 1852 he carried on
the hatting business in the latter place up to 1856. He next
entered into partnershiR in the banking business with Hiester,
Henderson and Reed. The :firm name was John 1(. Reed &Co.,
and it continued up till 1861. In 1862 he ~oved ~vest upon
a farm, and ,vas engaged in agricultural pursuits till 1866,
when he sold his farms and returned again to Lancastert

where he has since been living, chiefly in retirement.

SHULZE, JOHN ANDRE\V, was a native of Lancaster
(now Lebanon) county, Pa. He was educated for a clergy
man, and filled the pulpits of several Lutheran congregations
for sorne years, during the early part of his manhood, but
he was obliged to relinquish them in consequence of some
physical affection which disabled hirn from frequent speak
ing. Sometin1e after\vards he took up his residence in the
borough of Lebanon, and he soon became somewhat promi
nent as a politician of the Democratic school. After Leba
non became formed into a separate county he received the
appointment of prothonotary, the duties of which he dis ..
charged for a number of years. In 1822 he was nominated
as the Democratic candidate for the State Senate, and tri..
umphantly elected. In 1823 he was eleeted Governor of
Pennsylvania, over Andrew Gregg, the Federal candidate,
by nearly 26,000 majority. In 1826 he was reelected to the
same office, without recognized opposition, receiving nearly
73,000 votes out of 75,000 polled. It was during his admin
istration that the system of public improveUlents was com-
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menced, and: if his prudent and cautious recommendations
had been fo~lowed by the Legislature, to finish one line of
canal before: commencing another, the COllllllonwealth ,vould
have been saved from a large portion of,the debt which
,afterwards '1eighed so heavily upon her citizens. .

To GQverhor Shulze belongs the credit, which is usually
accorded to his successor, of having been the first to advo
'cate a generpJ system of education. In his message of 1828
he said: "The mighty ,vorks, and consequent great expen
ditures undertaken by the State cannot induce me to forbear
again calling attention to the subject of public education.
To devis~ means for the establishment of a fund, and the
adoption of a plan, by which the blessings of the nlore
necessary branch~s of education should be conferred on
every family within our borders, would be every way worthy
of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, and attention to this
subject at this time ,vould seem to be peculiarly deillanded
by the incre~sed number of children and young persons who
are employed in manufactures. The establishment of such
principles would not only have the happiest effects in culti..
vating the 1I!linds, but invigorating the physical eonstitutions
of the JOUDi'. 'Vhat nobler incentive can present itself to
the mind 0 a republican legislator, than a hope that his
labor shall I e reward~d by insuring to his country a race of
human bein~s, healthy and of vigorous constitutions, and of
minds more igenerally improved than fall to the lot of ~ny

considerable portion of the human family." Far from a
brilliant sta~esnlan who could sway the multitude by his
eloquenee, ~overnor Shulze, nevertheless, possessed adminis
trative ability which enabled him to preside over the affairs
of the cOIllrnon \vealth with credit to himself and satisfaction
to the public.

Few Governors have left the executive chair with as large
a share of personal popularity and carrying with them into
retirement less personal and political animosity towards them
than did the! subject of our notice. Conservative in all his
views, honest and straightforward in all his acts, he com
manded the confidence of the people and never abused it.
His was not, a brilliant, but a judicious, faithful and useful
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career. Unable to agree with all the measures of his party,
he had the integrity and the independence to array himself
against anything he conceived to be wrong. He was edu
cated in the Jeffdrdonian school of politics, and was, therefore,
in feeling and sentiment, an old school Republican. He
favored all the conservative Republican measures, of which
Jefferson, Madison and Monroe had been the champions.
With his old party friends he came to differ, however, on the
question of home protection, and after his retirement from
office he became affiliated with the Anti-Masonic party in
sentiInent. He was in 1839 chosen one of the Senatorial
electors of tht9Anti-l\Iasonic party. After his retiremep.t
from office in 1829 he renloved to Lycoming county, ,vhere,
in consequence of SOUle unfortunate investlIlents he lost all
he had saved, and became exceedingly poor. He thereupon
removed to Lancaster, at which place he continued to reside
in quiet retirenlent until his death, V\Thich event occurred
November 19, 1852. He lies buried in 'lloodward Hill
()emetery, Lancaster city, and a handsome monument erected
in honor of hirn by his nurnerous friends, points out to the
visitor his last resting place. Requiescat in pace,:

SHUMAN, JACOB A., was born in Manor township, Lan
caster county, in the year 1814. LosiNg his parents at an
early age, he hired himself out for a short time to work upon
a farm, but at the age of fourteen he apprenticed himself to
learh the coopering business with O~le of his uncles. Upon
the expiration of his term of apprenticeship, being but seven..
teen years of age, he started on a trip to the west, footing it
over the Alleghenies to Pittsburg. He stopped a short time
in that city and worked at his trade. From that place he
proceeded to Cincinnati. Arriving there at a time when
the cholera was raging, he had a severe attack of this disease
and barely escaped with his life. After an absence of two
years, he ret~rned to his ;native home and began work at his
trade for his old master. About this time an event occurred
which proved the turning point in his career. A cousin of
his own, who was engaged in teaching school, died after a
short illness. During his cousin's illness, and at his re
quest, Mr. Shuman took charge of his school, and after his
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death, at th~ request of the citizens of the district, he con
tinued the school. His career in teaching was from that
time up to 1845, alrnost continuous; all his leisure, how
ever, was devoted to study. In 1844-45 he was nominated
and elected by the Whig party of his native county, as a
melIlber of the Legislature. He proved hirIlself in this
position a creditable representative, was watchful of the in
terests of hi~ constituents, and merited their approbation and
esteem. ARter the expiration of his term of services in the
House of R~presentatives,he continued teaching and also,
engaged in, agricultural pursuits. About 1850 he aban
doned teaching entirely, and no\v devoted hi~whole atten
tion to farming. In 1854 he was elected a member of the
Senate of Pennsylvania. As a senator, he was modest and
unassuming~and rarely obtruded himself upon the attention
of the Sena~e unless a question was pending that immedi
ately affected the interests of his constituents.

*SLAYMAI(ER FA}fILY. Mathias Slaymaker, (origi
nally in German Schleierma.cher,) the ancestor of the family
in this couljlty, was a native of Strasburg, Germany, and
emigrated td this country about the year 1710. He and his
family settlE,d on a tract of about 1,000 acres, known as the
"London L~nds," situated in Strasburg, now Paradise town
ship) which ~e purchased from a company called the " Lon
don Compa~y," and built a log house or cabin close to a
large springii on the farm, and near the residence of the late
Wm. Ecker, in said Paradise township; a large portion of
the said 1,0 0 acre tract being still in the name. He left
two brother6 in Germany, one of whom, a clergyman, was
Secretary or' Legation from his government to the Court of
St. James; afterwards Charge d'Affaires to the same place.
The other was a nlajor in the King of Prussia's tall reg~·rnent.

Matthias Slaymaker had an excellent German education, and
in person w~s remarkable for his almost gigantic stature
and great strength, as were also his SallS, which qualities
in those priplitive times cornmended them to their neigh
bors, and wah the respect of the Indians, who were then numer
ous in the neighborhood. He gave the name to Stras-

*Contributed by Nathaniel E. Slaymaker, esq.
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burg township, and contributed great.ly towards the perma
nent settlement and improvement of the county, which was
then "back-woods," and inhabited by Indian tribes. He
died at an advanced age, and lies buried at the old Leacock
Presbyterian church, in Leacock township, which has been
the burying-ground of almost all his numerous descendants
for six generations. He left five sons, Lawrence, Matthias,
John, Henry and Dauiel; and two daughters, Margaret and
Barbara.

LA.WRENCE SLAYM.AKER joined a company of pioneers
going west, and was not afterwards heard from.

MA'rTHIAs SLA.YMAKER purchased that portion of the
aforesaid 1,000 acre tract, belonging at present to his great ..
grandsons, Juo. M. Slaymaker and Nathaniel E. Slaynlaker,.
esq., the latter at present and for many years past secretary
and treasurer of the Lancaster County Mutual Insurance
Company.

DANIEL SL.A.Y~I.AKERand his descendants o'\rlled Lhe land
now belonging to Uriah, Keziah and Levina Eckert.

JOHN SLAY~[AKER, one of said sons, and father of the late
Capt. Jno. Slaymaker, of Paradise township, was a soldier
in Braddock's arrny at the age of twenty-two years, and took
part in the disastrous battle of Braddock's field. He was
also captain of a conlpany in the Revolutionary war, and
after his return home was chosen county cornmissioner~

which ended his public service. He died in 1798, aged 65
years.

HENRY SLAYMAKER, another of said sons, wa"s an active
and conspicuous Whig during the Revolutionary war, being
among the first in the neighborhood to take his stand with
the Republic. Being a magistrate at the time, he adminis
tered the oath of allegiance to those who espoused the cause,
and was prompt in suppressing any efforts on the part of the
Tories at insurrection, and in punishing them for furnishing
the British army horses and provisions. After Mr. Hubley
became incapable of trying causes, Henry Slaymaker, being
then the oldest justice in the county, was appointed principal
judge of the courts of Lancaster county, and presided one
year. He assisted in clearing the ground on which the old
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jail in Lancaster was erected, and the present site of Fulton
Hall; an4 was a delegate to the convention for framing a
constitutipn of the State of Pennsylvania, which met at
Philadelphia) July 15th, 1776.

AMOS SLAYMAKER, a son of Henry, also served in the
Revolutionary war as ensign of the company commanded by
his uncle, Captain John Slaymaker, before mentioned, and
was a member of an association for suppressing the Tories in
the eastenn end of the county, at the head of which was Col·
,on~l James Mercer. He ,vas a magistrate for many years;
'county commissioner in the year 1800; a member of the
.House of Representatives in 1810-11; and afterwards of the
Senate of Pennsylvania from 1806 until 1810; and a mem
ber of Cdngress of the United States from 1814 until 1815,
at which time he, with a nUlnber of others, lent their credit
to the government, by endorsing for it when in financial diffi ..
culties. He and his t\tvo brothers, Henry and Samuel, were
proprietors of the great stage line of Reeside, Slaymaker &
Co., from Philadelphia to the west, before the time of rail
roads. He died in 1835, ag~d 85 years. He left six sons
and four daughters; one of his sons, Jasper, was a leading
men1ber of the Lancaster bar~ and the first prosecuting
attorney: of the Mayor's court. He also served two years in
the State Legislature 1816-17 and 1817-18, and died at the
age of 3~ years.

JO~;A1H.A..N S. SLA,YMAKER, a son of Samuel R. Slaymaker,
late of ifark county, Pa., and grand-nephew of Amos Slay..
maker, 'before mentioned, was captain of a company in the
2d Iow~ regiment in the late civil war, and was killed at
t.he taki~g of Fort Donelson, where he showed exemplary
bravery~

SLOKOM, SA~IUEL, was elected commissioner of Lancas
ter county in 1865. He has acted for many years as justice
of the peace of the county. The following is from the pen
of one knowing 1fr. Slokom for years: "Samuel Slokom
is a man of stroog practical synse, and as a business man has
few sup~riors. He possesses great· force of character and
wonderful energy, and is an untiring worker in whatever he
undertakes. His judgme!l.t in matters of every-day life is
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'greatly superior to the average of men, and is so recognized
arr.Ol1g those who know him. He is strong in his likes and
dislikes; is a warm and devoted friend, and a bitter enemy.
Without any brilliant talents, or superior cultivation, he is
a gentleman of unusual intelligence and ability. His intui
tive knowledge of human nature is one of the Illost marked
features of his character, and has, no doubt, been an im
portant agency in his career."

SLOKOM, THOMAS, son of I~aac Slokom, was born in
Virginia, and removed to Lancaster county about the year
1798. The ancestors of Isaac Slokom were amongst the
first settlers of the W yorning valley, but removed thence to
Virginia, prior to the Indian Inassacre in that colony.
Thomas Slokom married a descendant of Jacob Miller, of
Strasburg township.l He was an enterprising and useful
man in his day and generation. He erected the "Red Lion
Hotel," in Sadsbury township, and'made many other useful
and valuable improvements. He was the father of Samuel
Slokom, late commissioner of Lancaster county.

SLOUGH, MATHIAS, was an active Whig of the borough
,of Lancaster, about the period of the Revolution. He was
an innkeeper, and kept tavern at the southeast corner of
Centre Sqnare. The house, when kept by Slough, was .
,erected of what were called "saw-bucks," or cross-pieces,
and the interstices were filled with bricks. He \vas a man
of considerable worth, and had sufficient taste in that early
day to give his family a good education. His daughter
Fanny, was an accornplished pianist, and her s\veet music
often attracted crowds in the evenings to listen to the har
monious melody of her strains. One of her favorite pieces
was" The Rose Tree in Full Bloom." In that day there were
but few pianos in Lancaster. l\1athias Slough was coroner
in 1763, and it was he who held the inquest upon the bodies
of the Conestoga Indians, killed by the Paxton boys. He

1 Jacob Miller was born in the year 1663, and enligrated to Pennsyl
vania, and purchased a large tract of land in Pequea valley (now Stras
burg township). The warrant bears date October 10th, 1710. Jacob
Miller's son Samuel, was the first child born in the Swiss colony. Henry
Miller, one of th~ descendants of Jacob Miller, was a member of the
convention that frauled the constitution of Pennsylvania.
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w-as in 776 appointed, by the assembly of Pennsylvania,
general agent for the province of Pennsylvania, to provide
the necessary clothing and accoutrements for the troops
ordered to be raised for the service of the province. He also
had command of a Lancaster battalion in the years 1776-7.
He was a member of the Pennsylvania Legislature during
the years 1774, 1775, 1777, 1780, 1781, 1782 and 1783.

SMILIE, JOHN, was a native of Ireland, and came to
America when a young man, shortly before the outbreak of
the Revolution, but in what year we cannot ascertain. He
settled ifl Lancaster county, Pa., and at once espoused the
cause of! American liberty. He rapidly acquired the confi
dence ofihis co-patriots, and soon became a leader in the re ..
sistance ~hich they resolved and executed against the tyran
nies of tie King and ParliaUlent. Being one of the committee
of safet)f of Lancaster county, we find him in June, 1776, a
member:iof the Provincial Oonference of county committ,ees
of Pennsylvania at Philadelphia, which declared formally the
sundering of the ties which hitherto bound the colony to the
parent p,~wer, by resolving "to form a new government for
this pro{rince, upon the authority of the people only." This
confere~ce called and provided for the convention which
framed qur first State constitution-that of 1776. In 1778,
and aga~n in 1779, he was elected one of the representatives
of Lanc~ster county in the Assembly, of which he was an
active a?d useful member.

Havirtg married ~liss Janet Porter, a daughter, we believe,
of 001. Thomas Porter, a distinguished citiz,en of Lancaster
county, ~e was induced in 1780, to seek a home in the west
for his tising family. In that or the subsequent year, he
removed. to Faye~te, then Westmoreland county; and after
looking tfound for a time, eventually bought an improvement
from 011 Joseph Huston, on the north side of the Yough
river, a1t>out five miles below Uonnellsville, where he settled
and where he henceforth resided until his death. He perfect
ed his tiJtle to the tract-about 400 acres-in 1786.

Mr. Stnilie's energies and good sense soon gave him promi
nence ih Fayette county. In 1784 he became the first
elected member of the Assembly from Fayette county, and
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was reelected in 1785. In 1789 Mr. Smilie was, with Albert
Gallatin, chosen to represent Fayette county in the State con
vention which frarned the Constitution of 1790. In 1790
Mr. Smilie and John Hoge, of Washington, were elected the
first State Senators from the district composed of Fayette
and V!ashington counties. r~rhe term for which he was elect
ed was four years; but having in 1792 been elected to the
third Congress of the United States, which was to meet in
December, 1793, he resigned the last year of the Senatorial
term. In 1798 Mr. Smilie was again elected to Congres$. In
1801 Fayette and Greene were made the Ninth djstrict, from
which Mr. Smilie was successfully returned in 1802, 1804,
1806, 1808, 1810 and 1812. He died in the city of \Vash
ington while attending the second session of the twelfth
Congress, on the 29th of December, 1812, and was on the
31st interred with the customary honors, in the Congressional
Cemetery, where his remains yet repose, designated by one
of the uniform n10numents which Congress erects to deceased
members, even though "their bodies be removed.

SMITH, ABRA.HAM HERR, ,vas born in l\fanor to,vnship,
Lancaster county. His n1aternal grandfather, Abraham
Herr, was the father of Benjan1in Herr, familiarly known as
" the King of the 1ianor." His father, Jacob Smith, was an
ingenious millwright, and erected anumber of flouring mills
in Lancaster and York counties. He died in the year 1819.
The ancestors of our subject, on both sides, came from Ger
many, on the Rhine, at the time of the Mylin and Herr emi
gration in 1710. They early becalne members of the Meth
odist church. Our subject received the early rudiments of
bis education at Litiz, under Professor Beck; next attended
Haddington college, near Philadelphia, and gr:tduated at
Dickinson college, Carlisle, in the year 1840. He immedi
ately began the study of la,v in the office of John R. Mont
gomery, and was admitted to the bar October 10th, 1842.
He at once began the practice of his profession, and soon
succeeded in establishing hirnself in a remunerative prac
tice, which steadily increased until it has become one of the
most lucrative in Lancaster county.

In 1843 he was elected to the Legislature of Pennsylva-
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nia, and reelected in the following year. During his service
in that bq.dy, he was the author of the bill providing for the
payment of the interest on the State debt, a measure at the
time essentially necessary to preserve the credit of the com..
monwealth. For two years preceding this time, the State
instead of paying the interest upon her bonds, had issued
certi£cat~s bearing interest, called "domestic credit scrip."
This poli~y of compounding the debt, he deemed ruinous to
the publib credit, as the effect 0f it had been the sinking of
the v&lue'l of the bonds to 33 cents on the dollar, and repudi
ation had, been openly advocated upon the floor of the House
of Representatives. When the bill came up for passage,
Mr. Smith. being asked by his colleagues whether he would
vote for ~;t, and replying in the affimative, added: "Is it not
right?" "iCertainly," they replied, "but it will be very unpop
ular, and will ruin any man who will vote for it." Mr.
Smith then remarked that he "would vote for it, and have
nothing t6 do with consequences." Accordingly he warmly
advocated the bill, and it became a l~"v, and from that time
the interest on the bonds was promptly nlet, the bonds rose
to par, a~d .are now selling above that, and have been for
years. IJe also advocated the sale of the public works,
which als~ became a law. It was he who introduced the bill
for the abolition of the Mayor's court,I \vhich, after being,
vetoed by the Governor several times, was finally passed and
receivedlexecutive sanction. He favored the abolition of
this cour~, deeming it a useless expense upon the county;
and the ~~siness transacted in it has, since its abolition, been

IThe l\'1ayor's court was composed of the aldermen of the city of Lan
caster and ~ Recorder appointed by the Governor, who presided as presi
dent of the~ourt. Thejury for the trial of causes was selected from the
citizens ofi Lancaster city, and a district attorney appointed by the
Governor, who prosecuted the pleas of the city. There were twelve
jurors elnpallneled for the trial of each case. There were also a grand'
jury. The ~'Iayor's court held quarterly sessions, the same as the
Quarter Sessions, and had criminal jurisdiction over all cases occcuring
within the city, except the highest grade of felonies. The expenses of
this court ",~ere borne by the county, except the salary of the recorder,
~hich came fron~ the State treasury. His salary was $600. George ~1.

Kline, esq., at present one of the ablest lawyers of the Lancaster bart
was at one time district attorney of the Mayor's COlu~t.
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more conveniently disposed of in the court of Quarter Ses
sions. Mr. Smith also refused to sanction the renewal of
the district court 1 when it had expired by limitation, and
this was also abolished.

In 184:5 he was elected to the State Senate, serving one
term therein. Whilst a melnber of this body he favored the
enactment of the married woman's act, passed in 1848. He
also favored the passage of the law whic.h made the common
school system obligatory upon the districts of the county,
and doing away with the triennial election, ,vhich permitted
the voters of every district to accept or reject the system
every three years. lIe regarded this as one of the defects
of the school system, which !'equired to be changed. He ,vas
ever strongly devoted to rigid economy and governmental
reforms, wherever the same could be effected; was a steady
and faithful attendant at his post of duty, (scarcely an hour
absent during the \vhole period of his service); and ,,,ith
patient attendon and scrupulous fidelity ,vatched the inter
ests of his constituents. Since the close of his legislative.
career, he has sedulously devoted himself to the practice of
his profession.' In politics he is devoted to the principles of
the Republican party, and was an abolitionist in sentiment
long before the consolidation of the anti-slavery elements
into that organization. As a student at Haddington college,
he wrote an address for exhibition exercises so strongly anti
slavery, that the faculty declined to permit its delivery.

As a lawyer be is well r'ead in his profession, and is very
successful in the trial of his cases in the courts belo\v, and
also in the supreme court. In short, he ranks amongst the
ablest in his profession.2 Besides, he is altogether conscien
tious in his professional career, and will decline a case unless
his support of it can be based upon the broad principles of
justice.

J The district court was a court of concurrent jurisdiction with the
common pleas, over which one judge alone presided.

2 It should not be forgotten that in the Biographical History of Lan
caster County the sketches have chiefly been confined to individuals who
have filled certain official positions; and as regards such as came thus
within the prograulme, they have in a fe,v cases been spoken of as their
d.eserts seenled, in the author's opinion, to merit. In very few instances,
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SMITH, CHA.RLES, was a leading member of the Lan-
caster bar in his day, and \vas admitted in 1787. He was an
ardent Federalist and a bitter opponent of the Republican
principles of Jefferson. He was elected a member of the
Legislature in the years 1806, 1807 and 1808. In 1816 he
was elected to the State Senate of Pennsylvania. In his
legislative capacity he ran:ked amongst the ablest Iuen in the
Senate and House of Representatives and bore a conspicuous
part in the: proceedings of the Legislature. lIe was appointed
to and serfed as president judge of the ninth judicial district.
He resign~d this position in 1820, and accepted the president
judgeship of the district court of the city and county of Lan..
caster. He married a daughter of Judge Jasper Yeates, of
the Suprelne Court. He was the builder of the residence
ilear Lancaster, kno'\vn as Hardwicke.

SMITH" E. K., was elected a meLnber of the Legislature in
the year JJ863. He is a banker of Columbia.

SMITH, FREDERICK, was elected Sheriff of Lancas'ter
county in 1863.

*SLV1ITH, JOlIN BLAIR, the fourth son of the Rev. Robert
Sm~th, was born at Pequea, Lancaster county, Pa., June 12th,
1756. In very early life he evinced a great thirst for know
ledge, and an uncommon facility for acquiring it. At the
age of sixteen he was admitted to the junior class in Prince
ton c~Jlege, New Jersey, and graduated under the presidency
of the distinguished Dr. Witherspoon in 1773. He was one
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however, "yas this attempted, and but of those of ,vhom personal know
ledge enabled him to forln an estimate. In the bulk of cases he "felt
hhnself incOlllpetent for this task, and left the sketches with a simple
statement of facts. In the treatnlent of those so sketched, as already
stated, it is not intended to unjustly elevate them over and above others
equally ",-orthy, who find no pla,ce in the history, but Shllply to express
the truth, as near as may be, concerning the person so delineated.
There are able members of the professions, and other intellectual men
of Wh0111 no biographies appear in the 'work, inasmuch as they have
never filled such official positions as brought them within the category
of characters originally proposed to be sketched. ....<\..11 deserving a place
in the history of the county could not be treated in a six-hundred page
octavo, and no safer line of demarcation seeuled feasible than that of
official designation.

*Sprague!s Annals of the American Pulpit, vol. 3.
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Qf a class of twenty-nine, fourteen of whom became Minis
ters of the Gospel, and three, Governors of States. His elder
brother, Samuel Stanhope Smith, having become the head
of ,the rising institution in P~ince Edward county, Va., un
der the care of the presbytery of Hanover, the subject of
this notice went, ~t his suggestion, in the early part of
1776, to join his brother as an assistant teacher, and at the
same time to prosecute his theological studies under his in
struction. Having gone through his several trials, he was
licensed to preach by the Hanover Presbytery on the 29th
,of April, 1778. He was ordained at Prince Edward Court
House, on the 28th of October, 1779. At the same meeting
'Of the Hanover presbytery, his brother having received ~n

invitation to the chair of m?ral philosophy in Princeton
college, New Jersey, asked leave to resign the presidency of
Hampden Sydney college, and also his pastoral charge;
both of which requests were granted. John Blair Slnith was.
immediately chosen to succeed him as president of the col·
lege; and in the following spring, he also became his suc
cessor in the pastoral office. About this time Mr. Smith
married a daughter of Oolonel John Nash, of Prince Edward
county, a lady distinguished alike for her accomplishments
and piety. 'V-hen Mr. Smith first entered the pulpit, he at
tracted much attention" yet he was by no means so popular
as his brother who had preceded him; but before he left the
State, he is said to have been more attractive and powerful
than any other clergyman of Virginia from the time of
Samuel Davies. The times in which he began his services in
Virginia, were anything but favorable to the progress of re
ligion and high spiritual attainment. The State, and that
very part of it, had been invaded by the British; and the
minds of the people vvere occupied chiefly about their own
.safety and their country's independence. Mr. Slnith was an
earnest patriot, and withal, was a man of great activity and
courage. The college suffered much in consequence of the
war. Its resources were exhausted; and the youth that had
been pursuing their education, were in the service of their
country.

After the ratification of peace it was some time before
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religion and literature began to revive. About this time the
Methodists began to pass through the country, and their
preaching had the eftect of 'Ninning many from the ranks of
the Presbyterians. In 1786 or 1787 they came within the
bounds of Mr. Snlith's congregations, and he himself seemed
henceforth to bec~me ilnbued with tbeir~zeal and ardor in
the gospel, and a fresh inlpulse ,vas given to bis religious
feelings and ministrations. He began preaching with a vigor
and enthusiasm that soon produced visible effects. An·
exten~ive revival of religion ensued, 'which spread through
the college .and the whole adjacent coun"try. Mr. Smith
entered into the work ,vith such glowing zeal, and bis
preaching ,vas so powerful that he ,vas continually solicited
to extend his labors, and to places more and nlore remote
from his residence. Some of his friends began to think that
he was less attentive to the concerns of the college than
tould be desired; and this was the more felt as the institu-
tion, being "\vithout funds, was required to depend for' its
support on the fees of the students. Feeling it his first duty
to preach the gospel, and perceiving that he could not give
that attenti6n to the college that was required, he determined
to resign the office of president of the institution, and giva
himself wholly to the work of the ministry. This resolution
he carried into effect in the year 1789:, and at the same time
he bought a farm in the neighborhood and retired to it.
In April, 1791, he was appointed by his presbytery one of'
the commissiol'lers to attend the general assembly in Phila
delphia. During the Dleeting of the assembly he was invited'
to preach in the Third or Pine Street Presbyterian church)
which was then vacant and looking out for a pastor. So
acceptable was his preaching, that the congregation were
called together, and a unanimous call was extended to him
before he left the city! which he conditionally agreed to accept.
When this became kno\vn to his Virginia congregations"
they were greatly distressed, and did all in their power to·

divert hinl from his purpose. He felt, however, that hig
removal would add to the sphere of. his usefulness, and he
resigned his pastoral charge and removed to Philadelphia in
the autumn following, and \vas installed over his new charge,
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in December. In 1795 the degree of Doctor of Divinity was
conferred upon him by his Alma M~ter. In the same year
Union college, at Schenectady, New York, was founded, and
Dr. Smith chosyn its president. He accepted the appointment,
and for three years presided over the infant institution with
great credit and success. He then returned to his former
charge in Philadelphia, and was fornlally reinstated among
them in May, 1799. The following extract from a letter
written by him to Major Morton, of Prince Ed\vard county,
Va., discloses the reason of his last change: "I suppose that
my return to my former charge in Philadelphia, ,viII excite
some,surprise among my friends. However, it can be ex
plained upon a very natural principle, without ascribing it
to fick:leness of n1ind. It is sirnply because I prefer being
pastor of a congregation, before .being president of a college;
and I think myself better qualified for the former than the
latter; and because I have regained that health and strength)
the want of which only prevented me fronl staying in Phil..
adelphia when I ,vas there. It is true that I shall run a
great risk, in the present circumstances and prospects of
the city; but it is equally true that my post would have
been there, and I should have had my chance with the
other citizens, if the want of health had not compell~d me to
remove." " the Trustees of the college have aecepted my
resignation in a manner very respectful to me, and have
directed that my portrait be taken and preserved in their
hall. They insist upon my staying till after the commence
ment, next 1tlay, though I wish to go about the beginning of
April." On his return to Philadelphia he was cordially,
greeted, not only by his own congregation, but by a, large.,
part of the intelligent people of the city. Their joy was des
tined soon to be turned into mourning. Abollt the middle
of August he was attacked with the yellow fever, and died
on the 22d of the salne month, one of the :first victims of
that terrible pestilence.1

lWhen the constitution of the United States was submitted to the
consideration of the people, Patrick Henry, the great orator of the Rev
olution, offered himself as a candidate for representative of Prince
Edward county, in the State convention; and he appointed a day to
meet the people of the county at the Court House, to 8ho,y' the defects

PA-Genealogy



548 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

SMITH, REV. SAMPSON, a native of Scotland, who emi
grated to LaJj1caster county before the Revolution. He was
pastor of the Presbyterian church, at Chestnut Level, and
also taught an academy for many years. 1-1e was struck by
lightning while sitting by his windo\v engaged in reading the
bible, and instantly killed.

SMITH, SlAMUEL, was a member of the Legislature in the
years 1737 and 1738.

*SMITH, SAMUEL STANHOPE, D.D., L.L.D., was born
March 16th, 1750, at Pequea, l .. ancaster county, Penna.
His father was the Rev. Robert Smith, a distinguished clergy
man of the Presbyterian chutch, who emigrated from Ireland
and established, and for many years superintended, an
Academy, which supplied many able and excellent ministers
to the denomination with which he was connected. His
mother was ~lizabeth, daughter of Samuel Blair, and sister
-of Samuel arid John Blair, all of whom were among the most
prominent clergymen of their day. The SOll, at a very early
period, gave indications of possessing a mind of no com
mon order, and the parents determined to give him the best
.advantages within their reach for cultivating it. When quite
young he began the study of the languages in his father's
school, and as his father had employed some of the most

of the constitu~ion, and the grounds on which he opposed it. Dr. Smith,
who was a great friend of the constitution, had made his arrangements
to be present at the meeting, and defend it against his attacks; but be
ing called away at that hour to visit a sick friend, he employed a man to
take down Mr. Henry's speech in short-hand, for his (Dr. Smith's) ben~
fit. Within a ,veek or two from that thne, there was to be a public
,exhibition in college hall-an occasion always sure to draw together a
J:arge assembly. When the day arrived Patrick Henry, who lived in
the neighborhood, came with the rest, little dreaming of the rod that
had been prepared for him. One of the best speakers among the students
came forward upon the stage and delivered Henry's phillipic against the
constitution, almost exactly as he had deliverefl it at the Court House.
Another immediately follo,ved with a speech prepared by Dr. Smith, in
which he had put all his energies in defense of the constitution. There
was no intiInation given that the two speeches were not written by the
individuals who pronounced theIne Henry ,vas not a little annoyed by
the procedure, and at the close of the exercise gave Dr. SInith to under
stand, in no equivocal terms, that he felt that an uufair advantage had

*Sprague's Annals of the American Pulpit, vol. iii.
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accomplished teachers frorn abroad as his assistants, there
was perhaps no school in the country, at that day, that fur
nished better advantages for becoming thoroughly grounded,
especially in the classics. The only language allowed to be
spoken in the school.roQID, waB Latin, and whoever uttered
a word in the mother tongue, was marked as a delinquent.
Young Smith made tbe best of his opportunities, and was
distinguished for his improvement in every branch to which
he direeted his attention. In his sixteenth year he was
sent to Princeton college, entering the junior class, in
which he immediately took rank amongst the best scholars.
Shortly afterwards Dr. Witherspoon arrived from Scotland,
and assumed the presidential chair of the institution, while
the subject of oilr I+otice ,vas an undergr~duate. Before he
had completed his eighteenth year he had received the degree
of bachelor of arts, under circumstances the most honorable
to his talents and acquirements, and the most gratifying to
his ambition. During his collegiate career Mr. Smith came
near making shipwreck of his religious principles, in conse-·
quence of bis intirnacy with NIr. Periam, the senior tutor,
who had embraced Bishop Berkley's theory, denying the
existence of matter. -He became for a time an enthusiastic
advocate of these opinions, insomuch that his friends began
to have the most serious apprehensions that he had become
a permanent accepter of the idealistic theory. When, how-

been taken of him. Dr. Smith contended that he had no cause of com
plaint, unless his speech had been unfairly represented; and in that case
he declared himself ready to make any amends in his power. Henry
said that was not the ground of his complaint; for the young man cer
tainly had taken his speech down with great accuracy;' but he thought
it was indelicate and iUlproper that he should be placed in such circum
stances before the audience, without any intimation having previously
been given of 'Yhat "was intended. Dr. Srnith replied that Colonel IIcnry
kne"w it was his intention to have replied to him, when he spo~e at the
Court House, but was providentially prevented; that he had then spoken
for public effect, and his speech became public property; that all that he
could reasonably require was, that it should be fairly reported; and if
that had been done, he could not see that he had· any just reason for
complaint. Henry, however, was not at all satisfied, broke off all inter
course with him from that time, and would never hear hhn preach after
wards, though he had previously been one of his constant hearers.
Letter of Rev. Wz'lliam Hill.
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ever, Dr. \Vitherspoon arrived from Scotland, he brought
with him the works of several distinguished Scottish philo
sophical writers, particularly Reid and Beattie, the influence
of which was quickly perceptible in bringing back this
gifted young man into the regions of common sense.

After taking his degree at Princeton, he returned to his
father's house, and spent some time partly in assisting him
in conducting his school, and partly in vigorous efforts for
the higher cultivation of his own mind. He read the finest
models in polite literature and the most accredited authors
in intellectual and moral philosophy. He also occasionally
tried his halJid at writing poetry, but he was not nluch flat
tered by the result of his efforts; and he seems to have
.abandoned his de-yotion to the muses 9n the ground that
"poeta ·nasc-itur non fit." He had not been long in this new
sphere of labor before he was invited to return to Princeton
as a tutor in the college, especially in the department of the
classics and belJes letters. This position he accepted
and filled from 1770 till 1773, discharging his duties in con
nection with the institution with exenlplary fidelity and great
acceptance, and all the while he was pursuing a course of
theological ~tudy in reference to the ministry. About the
close of his tutorship he was licensed to preach by the pres
bytery of New Castle. As his health had suffered not a
little from :severe affliction he determined, previous to
a~suming th~ responsibility of a stated charge, to spend some
time as a missionary in the western counties of Virginia.
When he reached that part of the country, he received a
most cordial ~elcome from many Irish Presbyterians who
had settled in that section. It was not long till his capti
vating oratory and exemplary deportment rendered him an
almost universal favorite. Persons without distinction of
sect or of rank, fiock:ed to hear him; and those who had
been entranG~d by the eloquence of Davies, seemed to feel
as if another ,Davies had arisen. So powerful an impression
did he make, that some of the most wealthy and influential
persons soon set on foot a project for detaining him there as
the head of a literary institution, and in a sbort time the
funds requisite for establishing such an institution were sub-
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scribed. The necessary buildings were erected, and the
seminary was subsequently chartered by the Legislature
under the name of Hampden Sydney college. The new
college being at length .nearly ready to commence its opera
tions, he returned to the North and formed a matrimonial
alliance with the eldest daughter of Dr. "\Vitherspoon. He
then returned to Virginia and took 'upon himself the double
office of principal of the selninary and pastor of the church;
and the duties of each he discharged in such a manner as to
fulfill the highest expectations that had been formed con
cerning him. But the new labors were more than his con
stitution could endure; and after three or four years, a slight
bleeding at the lungs ado1onished him to take at least a
temporary respite from his burdens. By the advice of
friends he resorted to the watering place among the west
ern mountains, then acquiring considerable celebrity under
the name of the" Sweet Springs." A residence at this place
for a few w~eks caused the unfavorable symptoms in a great
measure to disappear, so that he returned to his family with
his health in a good degree renovated.

At this period (1799), he was invited to the chair of moral
philosophy, at Princeton; and notwithstanding his strong
attachment to the infant seminary in Virginia, (of which he
might be considered the founder), the prospect of a more
extended sphere of usefulness in connection with his Alma
Mater, induced him to accept the appointment. Upon his arri
val at Princeton, however, a most unpromising state of things
presented itself. The college itself was in ruins, in conse..
quence of the uses and abuses to which it had been subjected
by both the British and American soldiers, during the pre
vious years of the Revolutionary war. The students were
dispersed and all its operations had ceased. Mainly by the
energy, wisdom, and general self-devotion of Mr. Smith, the
college was speedily reorganized and all its usual exercises
resumed. For several years Dr. Witherspoon, though re
taining the office of president, was engaged as a member of
Congress in the higher affairs of the nation. Owing to the
fact that Dr. \Vitherspoon some years afterwards qecalne, in
a great measure, disqualified for the duties of the office of
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president, being affected with total blindness and many other
bodily infirmities, the great weight of care as to the manage
ment of the institution devolved upon the subject of this
notice; and it is not too much to s.ay, that it was indebted
for no small degree of its prosperity to the increasing vigi
lance, the earnest efforts and the distinguished ability of
Mr. Smith. In 1783 he was honored with the degree of
Doctor of Divinity from Yale college; and in 1810 the de
gree of Doctor of Laws was conferred upon him by Howard
University. In 1785 Dr. Smith was elected an honorary
member of the American Philosophical Society, in Philadel
phia-an institution distinguished not only for being the
first of its kind, in the order of tirne in. the eountrYt but for
numbering ,amoIlg its members many of the most brilliant,.
profound aind erudite minds of which the country could
boast. The same year he was appointed to deliver their
anniversary address; and he n1et the occasion in .a manner
which of itself would have conferred lasting honor upon his
name. Th~ object of the address was to explain the causes
of the variety in the figure and complexion of the human
species, and to establish the identity of the race. It was
published i* the" Transactions" of the society, and was sub
sequently published in an enlarged and improved form in a
separate volume. With this work his reputation as a phi
losopher, both at home and abroad, is in no small degre'e
identified. In 1786 he was associated with several of the
most distinguished and venerable men in the Presbyterian
church, such as Witherspoon, MeWhorter, Allison, Ewingt

&c., in prep~ring the form of presbyterial government, which
continues tp the present time. His comprehensive views,
and intimate acquaintance with all the forms of ecclesiastical
procedure, eminently qualified him for the important service.

Upon the death of Dr. Witherspoon in 1794, Dr. Smith
succeeded to the honors and full responsibilities of the office
which his death had vacated. Besides being highly popular
as the head lof the institution, he had no\v acquired a reputa
tion as a pulpit orator which rendered it an object for many,
even from remote parts of the cOqIltry, to listen to his
preaching. His baccalaureate discourses particularly, which
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were addressed to the senior class, on the Sabbath immedi
ately preceding their graduation, "\rere always of the highest
order, and it was not uncomlnon for persons to go even from
New York and Philadelphia to listen to them. One of his
most splendid performances was his oration delivered at ·
Trenton, on the death of 'Vashington; the occasion roused
his faculties to the utmost, and the result was a production
of great beauty and po,ver. In 1779 he published a volume
of SernlOl1S, ,vhich were regarded as an irnportant contribu
tion to that departlnent of our country's literature. They
are characterized rather by general than particular vie\vs of
evangelical truth, by a correct, elevated, and perhaps some
what elaborate style, by occasional bold and eloquent apostro
phes, and by many stirring appeals to the heart and con
science. In the spring of 1802, ,vhen the institution ,vas at
the full tide of its prosperity, the college edifice ,vas burnt,
together '\vith the libraries, furniture and fixtures of every
description. Indeed, all was gone except the charter, the
grounds, and the naked walls of brick and stone, together
with the exalted character of the seminary and the com
manding reputation of its pre~dent. After the first stunning
effect of the calamity was over, it was the general sentilnent
of all, that the necessary funds must be raised to rebuild the
edifice .and sustain the institution. Dr. Smith made a col
lecting tour through the southern States, and returned in
the follo'\ving spring with about one hundred thousand dol· .
lars, which, with liberal collections n1ade in other parts of
the Union, enabled bim to accomplish vastly more than he
had ventured to anticipate. This ,vas his crowning achieve
ment. He bad won new honors, and gained many new
friends. The college was popular and prosperous, and
numbered t,vo hundred students. N e\v buildings ,v~re soon
erected, and several ne'\v professors were added to the faculty.
From this period Dr. 8lnith bent all his energies towards the
management of the institution, and it continued year by year
to rise in public estimation. But the advance of bodily infirD1i
ties were making visible progress in the case of the distin·
guished head of the college; and in the year 1812, in conse
quence of repeated strokes of palsy, he becaule too much
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enfeebled to discharge any longer the duties of his office. He,
therefore, at the next commencement, tendered his resignation
as president, and retired to a place ,vhich the board of trustees
provided for him, and there spent the remainder of his life.

. ~-'or several years he occupied himself in revising and pre
paring for ~he press SaIne of his vlorks, but at length disease

. had made !such bavoc ,vith his constitution, that he ,vas
scarcely capable of any mental labor. After a long course
of gradual land almost inlperceptible decline, he died August
"21st, 1819, ~n the 70th year-of his age. IIis published ,vorl{s
are the follb,ving: An essay on the causes of the variety of
co,mplexio~ and figure of the human species, to which are
added strictures on Lord Kaimes' discourse on the Original
Diversity of Mank:ind, 8vo., 1787. Sermons, 8vo., 1799.
Lectures 0111 the Evidences of the Christian Religion, 12mo., .
1809.. Ledtures on 1Ioral and Political Philosophy, 12mo.,
1812. A Qomprehensive vie'v of the leading and n10st im
portant prib.ciples of Natural and Revealed I~eligion, 8vo.,
1816. Sernlons, to which is prefixed a brief memoir of llis
life and ,vr~tings, 2 voIs., 8vo., (posthumous,) 1821.

SPENCER" Wlf.JLIAM, a citizen of Strasburg 1 borougb,
was elected County Commissi?ner in the year 186l.

SPRENGER, J. J., a citizen of Lancaster, soIne"\vllat
:reputed as Ian AmericaR traveler. In 1857 he visited and
traversed alarge portion of Europe. In 1859 he ,vas ap
pointed consul at Dresden, and was after,vards transferred
to Venice"vhere he relnainec1 until 1862. TIe has traveled
over a large portion of America, and in 1871 made his third
trip to Eutope, passing through England, France, Germany,
S\vitzerla~d, Belgium and Spain. In the \vinter of 1869-70
he lectured in many places on "Steaming across the Conti
nent," and during the \vinter of 1871-72 on "Reminiscences
of it tour through Spain and Portugal." Mr. Sprenger is a
man of an enterprising character, and endovved with con
siderable :i!'ntellectuality.

1 '~V·hen D~. Joseph Pl~iestly, the celebrated philosopher, first emigrated
frolu I~ngla*d to L'-n1.erica, in 1794, he settled and lived for a short time
in Strasburg, Lancaster county. lIe lived in the house now owned by
William Sp~ncer, ex-col111uissioner, for about six lllonths. lIe removed
thence to N~rthunlberland,Pa., where he lies buried..

I
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•

STAUFFER" BENJAJ\IIN M., ,vas elected Register of 'VilIs
in 1854.

STAUFFER, CHRISTIAN, elected County Commissioner
in 1813.

STAUFFER, CAPT. 'V--~L D., is a native of Lancaster
county. Upon the breaking out of the rebellion he enlisted .
as a private soldier in Co. B., first regiment Pennsylvania
Reserves, served all through the struggle, and ,vas discharged
as captain of Co. II., 195th regiment Pennsylvania Reserves·
In 1869 he ,vas elected Prothonotary of Lancaster county,
succeeding Col. Will. L. Bear, who filled the same office for
three years.

STAITFFER FAMILY. John Stauffer and his brot.her·
Jacob emigrated to America from Germany about the year
I7t-l0. They \vere mere boys, John being not more than 12
or 15 years old. They started from Philadelphia to Lan
caster on foot. ,Vhile traveling along they caIne up '\vith a
fartner driving in a vvagon. He, seeing that they were boys
and rnust be hungry, tbre\v saIne bread on tho ground, \vhich
the boys eagerly piclced up and ate. \Vh~n they arrived in
IJancaster they found the to\vn to consist of only a fe\v
houses. They then traveled to the neighborhood of Litiz,
\vberc they lived until gro\vn up, \vhen John married a
daughter of John Martin Aln\Veg. lIe then settled about 3
111iles north of 1fanbeim, ,vhere he bought a mill on the Bjg
Chiqnes creel{, at present in the possesion of l\!oses Light.
\Vhen the Revolutionary \var broke out he refused to take
up arms, having conscientious scruples, being a member of
the l\lennonite church. The oftleers searched the mill fat him;
he, hovvever, Inade his escape to the hills. They finally gav.e
up the cbase and left. In 1778, on the 15th of N ovem..
ber, ,vas born his son, 1fartin Stauffer, who is still living,
having just entered his 9·J:th year, and is \vith his daughter,
}.frs. IIenry Snavely.

STAUFFER, J.A.COB. '~ehe subject of this memoir was
born in 1.fanheilu, in the county of Lancaster, Pa., on the 30th
day of November, 1808. He received a common couhtry
school education, and ,vas early put behind the counter by
his father, who kept both store and tavern, during his

PA-Genealogy



556 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

minority. !Ie manifested quite a taste for drawing and paint
ing in his youth, and great fondness for military display. A
retired graduate of 'Vest Point, boarding ,vith bis father,
took quite',an interest in him, and gave him lessons; indeed,
almost a r~gular 'Vest Point course. Owing to this, Col.
Jacob I-Iostetter appointed hinl adjutant, May, 1825, of the
18th regiment Pennsylvania militia. He subsequentl~Y' ,vas
elected firs~ major, and on the expiration of CoL IIostetter's
terln, young as he was, he was almost unanimously elected
colonel, wi~hout an effort on his part. After attaining the
age of twehty-one he left his native village for Philadelphia,
and n1ade the acquaintance of the elder Sulley, Inman, and
others, arti~ts and engravers, and tool{ lessons in oil painting
and drawifg. But, as his father did not approve of his
course, and having no resources to sustain him \\rhile acquir
ing profiCif,'ncy as an artist, he got a clerlcship, first in the
counti~g h use of !vIr: S. Ec:{stein,. and a~ter\,~ards in the
recordlngffice of PhIladelphIa, durIng 'VhlCh tIme he took
to himself !a ,vife. After spendiRg a few years in Philadel·
phia, he removed to his native village, ,vhere he opened a
store, and ~ubsequently introduced the first printing press
in ~fanheir:h, adding a job office to his mercantile pursuit.
Having devoted much of his studies to medieine and botany,
he gradually sold off his stock of goods and entered luore
especially f'into the drug business. lIe exchanged his
~Ianheimp 'operty for one at ,vhat was then called "Richland
cross-roads" in 1840, now incorporated in the borough of
Mount J oJJat which place he also introduced the first printing
press, as ,v~ll as a lithographic pTess~ and the art of taking
daguerreotypes. These various pursuits \vere insufficient to
keep him rlilly employed, so that he devoted mnch of his
time to botany and natural science. IIis great love and facility
of illustrating plants, insects, &c., occupied much of his tirne,
and it is surprising to behold the iLnmense number of illus
trations, many very life-like and adlnirably drawn and
colored, so ;that it is difficult to find a plant or insect that he •
has.not figured. He was called on for ,vriting agreements,
deeds, specifications, and to make drawings for his neighbors.
He was a useful member in the council and school board, as
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well as in the church and Sabbath school, during his stay at
1ft. Joy. lIe ,vrote quite a llunlber of articles for variolls
111onthlies, on subjects connected with agriculture, botany,
and entomology especially, embracing much original nJatter,
and generally ,veIl received and highly appreciated.

It was during one of his botanical rambles he Inude the
discovery of the parasitisn1 of a certain plant known as the
(;'10 tnandra 1.tmbellatta, as also of several species of Gerardia,

being in frequent correspondence with Professor A. Gray, of
IIarvard University. The Doctor published the result of
this discovery in Silliman's Journal, vol. xvi, No. 47, p. 250,
for Sept., 1853. He also received a highly complimentary
letter from Professor Joseph lIen1'Y, of the Smithsonian
Institute, with a donation of rnany valuable publications to
,vhich he becarne entitled under Mr. Smithson's ,viII. lIe
,vas urged to publish his figures, ,vith n description, by
l)rof. Gray. lIe accordingly set up the type in pamphlet
form, t)f his o\vn manuscript, made the dra\vings on stone
and lithographed and printed the illustrations and letter
press, and stitched the same, \vithout the aid of any other
party. Rev. Dr. :1forris, of Baltimore, to ,vhonl a pan1phlet
\vas sent, in ans\vcr acknowledging its reception, observed
that "he k:new of no other savan except 1\11'. SturIn, of Nurem
berg, who could \vrite, set up, illustrate and print his O'Nn

\vork:." One of these pamphlets is on file in the Academy of
Natural Science of Philadelphia, of \vhich he has for years
been a corresponding mernber. IIis oldest son started the
~fount Joy I-Ierald, in 1854, assisted by him, in ,vhich there
are "\veek:1y articles on botany, illustrated by neat wood cut~,

dra,vn and engraved by hin1self, giving mucl1 valuable and
interesting information, drawn from an extensive library of
botanical works. lIe \vonna up his aflhirs at 1fount Joy
and Inoved to Lancaster in the spring of 1858, devoting his
time more especially to the procuring of patents. As a
solicitor he ,vas quite successful, and no doubt stimulated
the inventive faculties of many by the announcement of
patents procured tl1rough his aid.

During tIle first fe,v years, he had his office in the library
rooms of the Lancaster Athenmum, of which he had the
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charge, but this he ,vas forced to abandon, as his business
increased\to such a degree that he could but no\v and then
,vrite articles for the press; yet, being called upon, he \vould
respond; so that to enumerate the n10nthlies and' \veeklies
in ,vhich :his articles appeared, ,vould form a lengthy list;
suffice it ~o say, that ,vithout any pretensions, and too apt to
depreciat~ his O\Vl1 acquirelncnts, his \vritings and illustra
tions are a proof of his industry, as the nun1ber ,,,"ould seen1

': to requir~ a lifetime alone to execute. In a letter from
i Prof. E. b. Cope, of Philadelphia, 'vhich caIne under the
observatibn of the \vriter, he says: "1~hee ,vould have been
encourag~d in thy zoological studies, no doubt,. in finding
the numbbr of species thee has added to the fauna of Penn
sylvania ;'~ then fo110\","8 a list of hard llanles} hardly edifying
if repeate~. Very fe\v of his nlost intimate friends have any
idea of th~ extent of his Jabors; yet, it is ackno\vledged by all
,vho kno\v hirn, that he is \vell versed in almost every branch
of science!; and if a strange plant or insect is faune\, and a
nanle ,vanted for it, you are usually advised to "go to Stauffer,
he can teli you." II is elevation to hunt and roarn over the
hills, val1~y~, s,vamps and by·,vays, in searcl1 of sOlnething
ne\v, and ivhen found, the habit of figuring it, of course, gave
hi111 oppo~tunities for acqiuring a fund of information during
a period ~f fifty :years of study. On asking him ,vhy he
never published a book, his reply ,vas, U I first ,vished to
}cno\v ,vh~t I kne'rv that ,vas not kno\vn before," as a repeti
tion of tbb old story ,vas a species of drudgery for 'vhich
he had n~ taste, ho\vevcr cunnill,gly he rnight disguise it;
"besides, $uch books as some men compile are no credit to
them. I have purchased sucb, and found nothing ne\v and
"no impro\{'ement on ,yorks previously \vritten on the saTne
Btlbject; this has adlnonished me to be cantious." It is to
'be hoped ~hat one of his sons ,viII collect the numerous notes
and 0 bser~ations scattered in n1anuscript in connection \vith
his illustltations on various subjects, at no distant cl[ly.
Either of ::them ,vonId be qualified for the task; his oldest
son is a distinguished ,vriter, ""hile the ~youngest is a dis·
tinguished civil engineer, and has in charge the bridge no,v
being built across the Schuylkill, South street, Philadelphia.

I

I

..
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Mr. Stauffer has been three times married, and perhaps
there are fe\v men who have been luore affectionate and
devoted in their domestic relations. lIe is a nlan singularly
disinterested and morally pure, practically recognizing the
sanctity of the faruily union, as husband, father, instructor
and friend. ]'ew men possess a greater versatility of talent,
and fe,v have ]abored so long, so incessantly, and so little
influenced by the desire of pecuniary re\v'ard. Fe,v have
been rnore ,villing to communicate ·w'hat they kno,v on any
subject, without compepsation, even ,,,here it has cost him
n1uch tin1e and labor, and in Il1aYlY instances has dra,vn on
his ovvn pecuniary Ineans. lIe seelns to have labored mucl1
frorn a love of labor, and ,vithout seerning to be impressed
~with the idea that he had acconlplished anything of very
special merit. IIis ability to take up and adapt himself to
alrnost any branch of science and philosophy, has, perhaps,
produced that diversity ,vhicll prevented the acquisition of
that luarked distinction, ,vhich would have resulted in recom
pense and fame in a special fiold. IIe seems to have lacked
that love of gain ,vhich leads men to concentrate their ener:.
gies in a special channel, for the mere purpose of ma7i-ing £t
pay. Always a man <;>f limited means, yet he was habitually
benevolent and liberal almost to a fault. When he de
sired and felt that he needed a bool{ or an instrument to assist
him in those studies and experiments to ,vhich his leisure
hours ,vere devoted, he never denied hilnself or caviled at
prices, if the subject caine within the lin1it of his pecuniary
abiltties; hence, he never ,vas to any considerable extent a
borro\ver, and accordingly }~as acculnulated a large and
valuable library of books, maps, charts and manuscripts, for
a Ulan in his circumstances. In common vvith frail humanity
he n1ay cOIDlnit errors of the head, but those rnost intirnately
associu·ted \vith hirrl are loth to believe that he \vo~ld wilfully
comnljt an error of the heart, or that his ,vord is of less
value than his bond. Reasonably aff~1.ble and social in his
nature, he yet never ,vas the man to obtrude hinlself ,vhere
he had rational ground to suspect his presence \vould not be
\velcome or agreeable. Althougll peaceably and harnloni
ously inclined, yet ,vhen aroused he had the n10ral and
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physical cburage to resist imposition; and in a tournament
with the ~en he has the faculty of detecting exposed points,
and dea]i~g effective thrusts, although it cannot be said that
he is habitually controversial. lIe is firnl in his moral and
religious convictions, but not more firm than sincere; and
does not seem to be solicitous as to whether his views are in
strict acco~d "\vith the most literal systems of popular ortho
doxy, altbjough he does not profess to be heterodox. He is
by no me~ns a man of worldly aspirations, although not a
recluse, or indifferent about ,vhat is going on in the "vorld.
lIe is one of the fe\tv men "ve find in society who are free
from those prejudices which are engendered and fostered by
religious, political and social clans, parties, sects and cliques;
hence ma~y of his warmest friendships are among those who
differ witq him radically in politics, religion and philosophy.
Although 'he might tolerate on a civil plane, yet he could
never affiltate with'the impure, the obscene, or the profane;
or for the isake of pleasing men alone, forget his higher rela
tions to hi~ Creator.

STEAdy, DAVID G.J was born in Bartl to'Nnship, Lancas
ter county, Pa., April 23d, 1824. His father, Benjarnin
Steaey, emigrated from Ireland in the early part of the pres..
ent century, and settled in Bart township. He was a man in
humble circumstances, and ,raised a large family. lIe was
simply a l~boring man, and his SOD, the subject of this notice,

lWilliam l\icClure ,vas born in Scotland in the year 1698, and emi
grated to L~ncastcl' county early in the last century, and was among the
earliest and most respectable settlers of Bart to·wnship. I-lis wife had
enligrated ,vith her friends froln Ireland in the year 1734, and first set
tled at Jolfn IIarris's Ferry on the Susquehanna, when Harris's
house const~tuted the town ofllarrisburg; but she having fled from the
savages, finally settled in Lancaster county and ,vas joined in marriage
with Williatp. McClure, ·who purchased a large tract of land in Chester
valley, most! of ,vhich was held by his descendants for nearly one ~hUll

drcd years, ~nd a part thereof is yet owned by 011e of his grandsons.
lIe had three sons, viz : ,Villiam, John and Tholllas. William and J 011n
served in tho army of the Revolution, and their tealll and ,vagon ,\Vt1S

engaged in ~he public service; one of them had his nmsket knocked
from his halids by a ball, and his hat perforated ,vith one or n1.ore bul
lets. After the war, they returned to their farms in the valley, ,vhere
they spent the remainder o~ their evelltfullives. John resided near a
place called ihe Green Tree, and departed this life in the year 1838, aged
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was obliged \vhen but eighteen years of age to take charge
of the family affairs and manage the sanle. He soon entered
into speculative enterprises, having the favor of some men
of capital and influence, which resulted in success. When
young, lle became noted for the interest he took in debating
societies, and he gained some notice as a debator. He
al,vays took a lively interest in politics, first as an old line
'Vhig, and after\vards as a Republican, of which party he is
still a member. He has for many years stood amongst the
leaders of this party in the county. He has ever been a
great friend of the policy of American protection. In the
fall of 1867 he ,vas elected a melnber of the Legislature, and
reelected again to a second term in 1868.

STEELE, ARCHIBALD, a brother of Gen. John Steele, ,vas a
man ofgreat intrepidity and resolute daring. Upon the break
ing out of the Revolution he and a man named Smith raised a
company in Lancaster county and luarcbed to Boston,
where they ,vere organjzed into a regiment and placed under
the comnlund of Benedict Arnold. This was the regiment
that made the celebrated march through the wilderness of
1faine to Quebec, in the ,vinter of 1775, ,vhich has ever
been remembered as one memorable in the annals of Ameri ...
ican history. During this march Archibald Steele had the
conl1nand of a party of men who ,vere seleeted to go before

81 years, leaving six sons and one daughter, who are all living at the
present tinle, the average of whose ages no,vexceeds 74 years. The
fa,roily and descendants of 'Villiam l\'IcClure have ever been considered as
alnong the Inost highly respectable and inrluential members of the old
Octoraro church, in the to'wnship of Bart. lIe departed this life in the
year 1768, aged 70 years. His "rido'W, 'Yho sUl:vived him for more than
half a century, departed this life at the present residence of Joseph
}:[cCluro (her grandson), in the year 1828, aged 108 years, 2 months and
29 days. 'rheir descendants are still numerous and respectable in the
neighborhood. A.mong their great-grandsons are SanlueJ, David,
Thomas, Joseph, Robert Speneer and Willialn l\fcClure, of Bart; and
also Francis l\IcClure, of Salisbury. Joseph ~:IcClure, who ,vas elected
a Inember of the Legislature in the years 1840 and 1841, is the youngest SOIl

of John l\IcClure, and the grandson of Willianl l\IcClure, sr. lIe owns
and occupies the old hOlnestead, near the Grecn Tree, in Bart, and is a
,vorthy and leading mem~er of the conlmullity in "\vhich he lives, and of
the Associate Presbyterian church, of which the Rev. 'Villiam Easton,
from Scotland, has been the pastor for more than 40 years.

39
PA-Genealogy



562 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

the army and marlt out the roads and crossing places; and
on the ar~ival of the army at the St. Lawrence he was ap
pointed sllperintendent of the crossing of the river. At the
head of his company Steele marched with the arrny to the
attack upon Quebec, but upon the fall of Gen. Montg0111ery
the Americans retreated, and Arnold's division were all taken
prisoners. He was badly wounded in the left hand, two of
his fingers having been carried away by a musl{et shot.. The
following may be cited as showing the heroic daring of
Capt. Arcl1ibald Steele: On one occasion as the Americans
were crossing a river in bark canoes, these ,vere filled to their
utmost capacity with men, and Capt. Steele seeing no room
in the canoe leaped into the river, rested his hands on the
stern of the boat whilst one of the men therein sat upon them,
and thus i ,vas he dragged through the floating ice to the
opposite ishore. When they reached the shore, life ,vas
almost ex'tinct; the soldiers "\vrapped him in their blankets,
and rolle4 him over the ground to infuse new life in him. On
his return home from the Quebec expedition he met the
American army in Ne,v Jersey, and was informed by Gen.
Hand that two of his brothers, John Steele and Wm. Steel~,

,vere then serving with the army. Capt. Archibald Steele
asked Gen. Hand if he thought his brother John \vould be
competent to assume the command of a cempany (being but
eighteen years of age.) Hand replied that he would warrant
his qualification, and the commission was procured. Archi.
bald Steele was after\vards appointed deputy quarter
master general, a position he retained for some considerable
time. He ,vas appointed by Washington colonel of a west
ern expe~ition,but sickness prevented the acceptance of this
comman~. lIe held for some time in Philadelphia his posi
tion of military storekeeper. IIe died in Philadelphia in
1832, aged 91 years. lIe had three sons in the naval service
during t]le ,var of 1812 (George, 'Villiam and l\fatthias), who
'\vere cap~ured, taken to England, and there for ,a time
detained ~s prisoners of ,var.

STEEtE, GENERAL J.A.1fES, son of William and Abigail
Steele, w~s born in Sadsbury township about the commence..
ment of the Revolutionary war. During the war of 1812 .
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he was, for meritorious conduct, promote~ to the rank of
brigadier general. Prior to the war he had erected a paper
mill on the east side of the Octoraro. His residence ,vas on
the Chester county side of the creek, while his store, with
part of his family and most of his improvements, ,vere on
the Lancaster county side. lIe erected two cotton n1ills
in Sadsbury township, about the year 1818. He ,vas an
enterprising business man. lIe was a Presbyterian, yet
his wife and some of his fanlily inclined to the Methodist
faith. He died about 1840, at an advanced age. Ilis son,
Francis B. Steele, ,vas appointed military storekeeper at the
Falls of St. Anthony, in Minnesota, under the administration
of President Jackson, in which State several of the family
now reside.

sr.J..1EELE, GENERAL JOlIN, was born in Drumore to\vn·
ship, Lancaster county, in the year 1758. IIis parents had
elnigrated from Scotland, and settled in that part of the
county at an early day. His parents had designed him for
the ministry, and with this end in view had placed him under
the instruction of the Rev. 11r. James, a Presbyterian clergy.
man, and upon the breaking out of the Revolution he was
reading divinity with the Rev. Mr. Latta. lIe in1mediately
joined the American army as a private, being then but
eighteen years of age, and at the age of nineteen, having
shown his valor, he was given the con1mand of a company.
He continued in the service of his country during the whole
of the Revolution. lIe received a severe wound in the
abdomen at the battle of Brandywine, from the effects of
which he came near losing his life. Upon the conclusion of
the war of the Revolution he returned to civil life, baving
the fixed habits of military life and little qualified for busi
ness; and yet though one of his arIns was disabled from a
wound received in the service, he refused a pension when in
his reach, and battled for the means of subsistence as best
he could. In 1801 he was elected a member of the Legis
lature, the duties of which he discharged during one
session. The follo,ving year he was nominated and elected
by the Republican (Democratic) party State Senator of
Pennsylvania. By virtue of the act of 15th of February,
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1799, which seemed to preclude a Senator from occupying
certain offices by appointment, the Senate declared the seat
of General Steele vacant in 1803, and on the 16th of Febru
ary, 1804, an election ,vas ordered to fill the vacancy. His
friends, ho\vever, believing that there was no valid constitu
tional objections to Ilis taking his seat in the Senate, resolved
to use their best efforts to secure his reelection. lIe was
accordingly elected Senator without any serious opposition,
and was admitted to his seat. On the resignation of Robert
Whitehilll Speaker of the Senate in March, 1805, General
Steele waJ elected Speaker of that body. lIe ,vas again, in
December of the same year, the Republican candidate for
Speaker of that body, but as his party ,vas no\v in the
minority he was not elected. Again in December, 1806, he
was the qandidate of his party for United States Senator,
and tied fAndre,v Gregg on three ballots before the joint
conventio~ of the Senate and House of l~epresentatives. An
adjournment was now carried, and when the convention re
assemble~, his competitor, Andrew Gregg, was elected.

He ,,'as, one of the commissioners who were appointed to
adjust thf damages sustained by the '-tVyorning sufferers at
the hand~ of the Indians. He was, in 1808, appointed by
Presidentl Jefferson, collector of the port of Philadelphia, a
position lie held during the remainder of his life. He died
E'ebruary! 27th, 1827. The follovving is from Poulson's Ad
vertise1·: 'II" On Wednesday last the flag of the custom house,
and those of the shipping, in port, were suspended at half
mast as a! mark of respect to the memory of General Steele.
He was a~ officer of the Revolutionary artny, and served for
many yedrs as collector of the port of Philadelphia. In his
death we: are deprived of a useful citizen, whose character
for integtity and benevolence ,viII be long and deservedly
renlembered."

STEEtE, \VILLIAM, JR., son of vVilliam Steele, Sf., was
one of tbJ early and staunch advacates of American independ~

ence. Hb was appointed one of the lieutenants for Lancaster
county during the Revolution, and took an active and effi.~

cient part in the struggle. lIe was nlurried to Abigail, a
sister of Francis Baily, esq., of Sadsbury. After the close of
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the Revolution, he was appointed one of the magistrates of
Lancaster county, a position he held until about the year
1812.

STEELE, WILLIA.1rf, SR" was a prominent man among
the early settlers of Sadsbury to'\vnship. He obtained a
warrant for a large tract of land ","est of the Octoraro, in the
southern part of the township. lIe "ras an influential mem
ber of the old Presbyterian church at Octoraro. He was
chosen captain of one of the associated companies of the
Lancaster county militia in the year 1756, at the time of the
Indian and French war.

STEHMAN, JOlIN M., a banker1 of Lancaster, was elected
a member of the Legislature in 1860. He was again re
elected to the same office in the years 1865 and 1866. He
is also engaged in agricultural pursuits.

sr~[lEIGEL,WM. I-IENRY, generally k:no,\vnas Baron SteigeJ,
was a native of 1fanheim, Germany. He emigrated to
America and became associated with the Messrs. Stedman,
of Philadelphia, who were Englishrnen of great ,vealth, and
who owned the land upon ,vhich the to,vn of Manheim in

lr.I....here is no stronger evidence of the growing wealth of .the people of
Lancaster county, than the great change in its banking business, when
we compare the past with the present. For a long tilne there were but
four banks in the city, one in Columbia, and one in l\Iarietta; the latter
was in existence but a short time, having to suspend operations. The
oldest institution, theF arDIers' Bank, ,vas incorporated in 1810; next the
Lancaster Bank, incorporated in 1814, which suspended ill 1856; the Lan
caster County Bank, incorporated in 1841; and the office of Discount and
Deposit, a branch of the Bank of Pennsylvania, which was compelled to
wind up its business on account of the suspension of the mother bank in
Philadelphia; the Lancaster Savings Institution, incorporated in 1835 or
1836 enjoyed, to a large extent, the confidence of the people, and had a
heavy line of deposits, but was compelled to suspend in 1856; the next
incorporated savings institution, was the Inland Insurance and Deposit
COlllpany, incorporated in 1854, 'which at one time carried a good line of
insurance, but of late years has confined its operations more particularly
to banking.

Private bankers now occupy a very prominent place in our financial cir...
cles, and this line of business ""vas first started by George K. Reed and
John F. Shroder, in 1850. Ever since that thue Mr. Reed has been en
gaged in the banking business, and is no""v an active member of the old
firm of Reed, McGrann ~&_Co. Some years afterwards Reed, IIender
son & Co. commenced:operations; next JOh11 Gyger & Co., the firm now
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Lancaster county is built. Steigel came to Lancaster county
about 1758, and purchased from the Stednlans the one·third
interest of!a tract of 714 acres, and immediateiy thereafter
built Elizabeth furnace, named in honor of his wife. He
now laid out a town which he named Manheim,! in honor of
his native city in Germany. The town was laid out as per
plan of the European Manheim, which Steigel had brought
with him ~rom Gerrnany. He built his chateau with brick,
imported from England, and arranged it in the manner of a
nobleman's castle. One of the rooms of his castle was orna
mented with paintings representing an equestrian ha,vk:ing
party, of life-size figures. The antique and curiously
wrought ~assive ceilings yet indicate the expense and labor
bestowed upon the dwelling.2 Over the old-fashioned fire
place are square plates of delf ~et in cement, representing
landscapes, The baron lived in his wilderness home and
sustained for a time the pomp and luxuriance of a noble
man. Upon the top of his castle was a balcony upon which
a band of musicians would tal{e their position and play
favorite airs as soon as the Baron's return home fron1 a

dissolved. These have been succeeded by Bair & Shenk; Stehman,
Clarkson & Co.; R. A. Evans & Co., theftI'm now dissolved; D. P. Locher
& Son; J. B. Long; Diffenderffer & Bros.; Eshleman & Rathvol1; and A.
Ie. Spurrier & Co. In the county: The Farmers' Bank of Elizabeth
town; Litiz Deposit and Columbia Deposit Banks, are also private in
stitutions. After the passage of the National Banking la,v, all of the
old State corporations were compelled to accept its provisions if they
wished to coptinue their circulation. It was also the means of starting
up quite a n~mber of new" institutions. The follo,ving are the national
banks in the: county: Farmers' National Bank of Lancaster; Lancaster
County Natronal Bank; First National Bank of Lancaster; Columbia
National Bank; First National Bank of Columbia; First National Bank
of lVlarietta; First National Bank of Strasburg; First National Bank of
~IOUllt Joy; ITnion National Bank of J\Iount Joy; and J\'lanheiul National
Bank. Almost every village in the county can now boast of its banking
facilities.

1 The land upon which l\Ianheim is built. 'was taken up in 1734 by
James Logan, whose dang'hter Inarried a lVlr. Norris, and he sold it to the
Stedmans of Philadelphia.

2The Baron's house was for years in the possession of John Arndt, a
merchant of J\Ianheiul, not long since deceased, and who in repairing it
made such ~lterations in it as leaves little to be seen that recalls the
name of Steigel, save'the xoonl above cited with the paintings.
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journey would be announced by the firing ofa canon stationed
some distance from the castle. In one of the upper rooms
of his house or castle it was the Baron's custom to preach to
his laboring hands on Sunday.

The Baron erected glass works to give encouragement to
the inhabitants vvhom he desired to attract to his ne\v to,vn.
~"hese ,vorl{s for many years were carried on successfully by
Steigel, and turned out great quantities of glass articles.
II e carried on both the glass \vorks and the Elizabeth
furnace for several years. lie, ho\v"ever, exceeded in the end
the limits of his ability in a financial point of vie\v. lIe
purchased the whole of the Stedman interest in the property,
and being unable ever to liquidate the payn1ents for the
same he failed, and his property ,vas all sold by the sheriff.
He ,vas alsoilnprisoned for the debt in the Lancaster county
jail, and nn act of the Pennsylvania Legislature was, in 1774,
passed for his relief and liberation. After his failure Steigel
taught sehool in the German districts of Lancaster and
Berks counties, and ,vas somewhat supported by the
iron-masters ,vho came into possession of Elizabeth furnace,
and \vho commiserated him in his misfortunes., He died in
great indigence, and though his place of burial is unkno,vn,
yet he is thought to be laid ~ome\vhere east of Elizabeth
furnace, near the line between Berks and Lancaster counties.
Upon the breaking out of 'the Arnerican Revolution Steigel's
aristocratic feelings led him to espouse the cause of King
George, and one of his 8011S raised a company for the royal
service. IIis company being severely pre.ssed for pro
visiONS, young Steigel-pledged his gold ,vatch to a farmer for
a bullock:, and "\vhetber the story be n1ythical or not, his
,vatch is yet said to be in the possession of a gentleman in
J..Juncaster count.)T.
STEIN~1:AN, JOHN FH.EDERICK, one of the early citizens

of Lancaster borough, arid the apcestor of the highly re
spectable fan1ily of this nanle. lIe was a native of Germany,
and emigrated fronl a small town near Berlin at an early
day. lIe began the hardware business about the year 1762,
at. the place ,vhere his descendants have continued the sanle
for one hundred and ten years. He was the :first who began
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this branch of trade in Lancaster, starting it rather in the
tinw~re lin¢, and after·~Nards developing it into the regular
hardware IDusiness. He had t\VO sons, John Frederick and
George 1f.,ithe former of "'iNhom is yet living at the advanced
age of eighty-three years.. J'ohn Frederick Steinman, last
named, ,vas a leading and successful business n1an, and for
many years an influential menlber of city councils and the
Lancaster school board. General George 1f. Steinman, son
of the latte~, is one of the leading business men of Lancaster
city, and a! man of considerable intellectual capacity. TIe
is besides, a man of inventive ingenuity, and the one who
SaIne years~inceinvented for the city reservoir the plan ,vhich,
by nleans of a fioating ball, attached by a chain to the water
pipe, prevented the nlud and other filth from entering the
pipes and ibeing carried througl1 the city. 'l'his was an in
vention ,vl1ich at the time ,vas of vast utility. lie served
for many y~ars as a lneffiber of city councils and as a mem
ber of the ~chool board. In 1862 he ,vas the candidate of
the DemocJtatic party for Congress in opposition to Thaddeus
Stevens. IIe yet carries on the bllsiness started by his
grandfather.

*STEVENS, THA.DDEUS. 'Vhen a nlan of peculiar q uali·
fications is required to push t11e world onward to"\vards the
good time coming, when the lion and the lamb shall lie do\vn
together, alid a little child shall lead them, Providence always
furnishes a~ instrument adapted to the work. History is full
of such cases. Sometimes the chosen one seems to come
forth like ~,1inerva fronl the hand of Jove, fully developed
and equipned at all points for the work:. At other times it
would app,ar that a long course of vigorous training is re
q uired to fit the destined leader for his work. Moses spent the
first forty tears of his life in the Inost learned, the Ill0st lux
urious, the most dissolute court then existing.. In this
period he learned to k:no,v men, their virtues, and their
vices. Fatty years nlore tending sheep in the solitudes of
vast plains! and rugged mountains, gave him leisure to think
over, to fully comprehend the power and use of the know
ledge he had before acquired. It was in this ,yay he was

*Contributed by Alexander H. Hood, esq.
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made capable of becoming the leader and .1a\v..giver of the
only people ,vho retained the kno1Nledge of the facts and
principles on ,vhich only the highest civilization is possible:
the la,v of the Eternal, Invisible, All·powerful Intelligence,
which made and sustains the universe, material and spiritual.

In our o,vn time we have seen numerous instances of
Providential selection and preparation. N a other man than
Abral1am Lincoln could have abolished slavery so effectually
as l1e did. ~IIis slow, cautious mode of dealing with the ques
tion, prevented all hazard of failure from premat'ure attempts.
At the beginning of the war Grant never dreamed that he
was the man'destined to end the rebellion. Up to this time
he had not been a prosperous man. Fortune, in almost every
instance, seemed to bailie his exertions. 1vlost probably it
was from this very circumstance that he acquired that per
sistence of purpose 1vhicl1 afterwaTds made his success so
thoroughly complete.

Lincoln finished his alloted task, and in fire and blood was
called to his reward. Grant still remains, because his dis ..
tinguishing quality may be still further needed. Without
the cro"\vning victories ·of Grant, Lincoln's proclamation of
freedom would have remained a dead letter. Without the
reconstruction nleasures of Stevens, the South in a few years
would, through the agency of its legislative bodies, have
nullified all the good "\vhich the proclamation of Lincoln and
the victories of Grant had given the nation p0"\ver to estab
lish. To give a history of thi,s man as fully as can be done
wi~hin the SInal. space to vvhich this article is limited, is the
task which the ,vriter has undertaken.

Thaddeus Stevens was born in the to\Vll of Danville"Cale ..
donia county, Vermont, on the 4th day of April, 1792. Of
his father but little is known, beyond the facts that. he ,vas a
man of rather dissipated habits, and a great wrestler, able
to throvv down any man in the county. In the ,var of 1812
he enlisted as a soldier, and in the attack: on Os,vego received
a bayonet ,vound in the groin, of which he died a few days
afterwards. IIis mother, of ,vhom he never wearied in ta]k~

ing, was a woman of strong natural sense and unconquerable
resolution. Her maiden name was l\forrell, and the great
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object of lier life 'vas to give her sons a good education. In
this effort! she ,vas successful. The eldest became a judge in
Illinois; Alanson, the second son, was a practicing physician
of high r~putation at the time of his death. Another, the
third of the brothers, became a farmer, and was a gentleman
of intelligence and culture. Thaddeus, the youngest, was
the one on whom she placed the greatest share of her affec
tions. There was a valid, natural reason, for this. The boy,
though healthy, was in some degree deformed. He had a
club foot,! and dOllbtless required greater attention than the
others. From the little that can now be gathered as to the
relations bet"veen him and hiB mother, it is very clear that -
he was th~ Joseph of the family.

His firs~ journey into the ,vorld was in 1804, when he
,vent with! his parents to Boston, on a visit to some relations.
IIe very seldom alluded to this trip, though froln what he
did say about it, the inference to be drawn is, that he came
to a resol~tion to become rich and live like the wealthy men
did there. I 'l'his resolution, however, seemed to have little
effect upqn his after-life, for there never was a man who

,cared lessl for lnoney to be spent upon himself. It may be
that it was at this time he began to understand that money
was the power by which Inen ,vere ruled, but it seems
scarcely ppssible that one so young could have arrived at this
conclusio'. He was, ho\vever, a genuine Yankee, and in
poor counltries, like Vermant was then, taken in connection
with his ltno,vledge that all he could ever hope to be, must
depend u~on himself, it may be that it \vas then that SOIne of
the prominent characteristics of his nature were developed.
That it was at this time he determined to make his rnark in
the warIdf is certain. The year after this, the spotted fever
prevailed I to an alarming degree in Caledonia. For miles
around his home there ,vas scarcely a family in which one or
luore wer~ not stricken do"\vn. In many houses all were
sick, and ~t was almost impossible to obtain help. In this

i state of things Mrs. Stevens turned nurse, and went to the
help of her neighbors, taking young Thaddeus along wit}l
her. Among the families they visited there was no little
suffering, land the recollection of t~is fact operated in after·
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life to make him always very kindly disposed to the sick and
the poor. To such, up to the end of his life, when he knew
of their ,vants, he was always a ministering angel. Often, it
is true, he would rail at men for their vices, their ,vant of
industry and care, and yet it often seemed he "v~s more kind
to this class of persons than to those who had never been
guilty of such imprudence. 1fany of his good works of this
kind were done in secret, no one knowing anything about
them except himself and the party benefited. Those who
asked for his charity he never refused ,vhen he had money;
"lhen his pockets were en1pty, as was sometimes the case, he
would never adlnit the fact, but justify his refusal by bring
ing forward the un,vorthiness of the, applicant. Those who
k:new the real reason of his conduct, ~vere often considerably
amused at the seriousness ,vith "\vhich he ,vould. lecture the
applicant on such occasions.

That his father was a shoemal(er is kno\vn, but he did
not work steadily at the business. Thaddeus, though his •
opportunities were not great, 4ad still a chance to pick up a
little of the trade. Certain it is, that after his father's death,
and perhaps before it) he nlade the shoes of the family, and
perhaps some for a few of the neighbors. In his younger
yea.rs, ,vhen first a candidate for the Legislature, he used to
boast of being a shoemaker; and the writer has seen men
,vho averred that they had worked ,vith him in the sanle
shop, but this was not true. Certain it is, that he never did
anything of the sort in Pennsylvania.

During his early years ~fr. Stevens was a most diligent
reader of everything that carne into his hands. Books, at
that time, ,vere not very numerous in Peachanl, ,vhere he
then lived. 'Vhen he was about fifteen he tried the exper
iment of founding a library, which it is said still exists, hav
ing grown considerably in size since his day. About this
time, like all Yankee boys who desire an education, he be
gan to teach school, and, it is said, was quite a successful
teacher. On September 11th, 1814, he was a student at
Burlington college, for on that day he sa\v, with a spy-glass,
the fight between McDonough and the British fleet on Lake
Champlain. For some reason he did not graduate at this
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college, but at Dartmouth in the following year. Perhaps
the follow:ing circunlstance, which is taken from the relation
of Stevens himself, may have had something to do with the
change. I 1"

The ca$pus at Burlington college was not enclosed, and
the cows ~f the citizens used to enjoy it as a pleasant pasture
ground. pefore commencem~nt, it was usual to give the
people n~tice to keep their co,vs away till after CO~

mencemertt was over. The grounds were then cleared up,
and everything kept in cOlnplete order till the exercises
\vere ended and the students gone to their homes. It hap.
pened that among the citizens of Burlington was a mall, Ua
stubborn: fello,Y, whor.q," as Stevens said, t.' \ve shall call
Jones." ~e ,v6uld tal& no steps to keep IllS cows off the
campus. lOne night, about a week before the day of COll1

menceme~t, Stevens and a friend ,vere walking under the
trees in f~ont of the college, "\vhen they sa,v one of Jones'
cows withtn the prohibited lines. They knew t.he cow.b~longed
to Jones;! they kne,v Jones let her go there In a 'spIrIt of de
fiance to ~he students. After some discussion, it ,vas agreed
to kill th~ cow.

Among the students was a young man who kept himself
aloof fro~ most of the others. In a ,vord, he bad the reputa.
tion of being decidedly pious. 'l'his young n1an had a room in
an o.ut-ho*se belonging to ~he college, where in s~are moments
he manuf~cturedmany thIngs out of wood, whIch he sold to
the people of the to'Vl1 and to others. Among other tools,
he ,vas l{l1o,vn to have an axe, and Stevens and his compan..
ion determined to use it in the execution of the co'v. '11he
axe was procured, the cow was slajn, the axe returned, and
the two itvengers of the col.lege dignity retired to rest.
rrhe next morning Jones was with the president making com-

'plaint ab<?ut the death of his cow. An investigation was at
'i once begin; blood ,vas found on the axe of the pious~ well..
behaved ~tudent; he denied the charge, but as there was no
evidence ngainst any other person, he was threatened ,vith a
public reprimand and expulsion on the day on ,vhich he had
expected to graduate with high honors. No doubt the young
man suffered much, but Stevens and his associate suffered

I
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much Inore. 'l'hey dare not inform against themselves, yet
they could not see an innocent person punished for their mis
conduct. What ,vas to be done? After many conferences,
,vithout any result, Stevens suggested that Jones was not a bad
man, but rather a high-spirited fellow, "\vho would help them
out of the scrape if they "\voulcl thro,v, themselves upon his
mercy. This they resolved to do. It was the night before
'COlnnlencement day, "\vhen they had their interview ,vith
Jones. rrhey made a clean breast of it, and offered to pay
twice the value of the cow ,vbenever they should be able to
do so. Jones listened kindly; told them not to distress
themselyes about the price of the co,v, and said he would:fix
it all next morning. True to his word, about 9 o'clock
,Jones appeared just before the proceedings ,vere to begin;
told the professors that be \vas all wrong about the death of
his cow, and that she had been killed by soldiers wIlo ,vere
going down the river on a boat" and had no time to dress
and remove the meat. This made' all things right; the
pious young man was not expelled, but honorably acquitted
of the charge. Stevens and his friend ,vere never suspected.
Sonle years after,vards, when Stevens was rising in the
\vorld, 11r. Jones received a draft for the price of the best
sort of CO\V in the marlcet, accompanied by a fine gold \vatch
and chain by 'Nay of interest. A year or t,vo after\vards
there came to Gettysburg, directed to Mr. Stevens, a hogs
head of the best Vermont cider, and this ,vas tbe end of the
killing of Jones' CO\v.

It cannot now be ascertained ,vith certainty ,vhat profes
sion Mr. Stevens originally intended to adopt. In arguing
predestination ,vith one who is an Arlninian, he evinced such
an illtin1ate acquaintance ,vith the theological '\vriters of the
Calvinistic school, that the friend said: "Stevens, did you
ever study ,vith a vie,v to the pulpit?" rfhe answer was:
" U mph 1 I have read the books." This is'all that is kno\vn
about it.

~fr. Stevens made his appearance in Pennsylvania, at York,
about the end of 1815, where he obtained a situation as
teacher in an academy, of \vhich Dr. Perkins was the princi
pal. Amos Gilbert, a very celebrated teacher, then residing
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at York) said that Stevens was at that time one of the most
backward,lretiring, modest young men he had ever seen, and
that he w~s a remarkably hard student. This is the only
fact as to t,he period of his stay at York the ,vriter has been
able to asdertain. Soon after leaving the academy he made
application for admission to the bar at Gettysburg, but o\ving
to the factijtbat he had not read law under the instruction of
a gentlem~n learned in the lav/, for two years, as required by
the rule o~ court, he was rejected. At that time Marvland
admitted all applicants to the bar who, on examination~were
found to bp qualified. Mr. Stevens "rent to Bel Air, "vhere
the court -Jras in session, and n1ude application to be ex..
amined. The court, Judge Chase, of impeachment fame,
appointed ~ committee, of 'vhicb the chairman ,vas General
'Vinder. Stevens' description of the examination is well
wortll preserving:

Supper was over, the table was cleared o~ and the clock
said it was:half.past seven. Stevens ,vas, of course, punctual
to tirne, ana shortly after, the judge and the committee took
their seats~ "Are you the young nlan ,vho is to be ex
alnined?" !said the judge. Stevens replied that he was.
" Mr. Stevens/' said the judge, "there is one indispensable
pre·requisite before the examination can proceed. There
must be t~o bottles of lYiadeira on the table, and the appli
cant must: order it in." The order was given, the wine
brought forward, and its quality thoroughly tested. Gen.
"\Vinder began with: "Mr. Stevens, what books have you
read 7" Stevens replied, "Blackstone, Cok:e upon Littleton,
a ,vork on 'ipleading, and Gilbert on evidence." This was
followed by t,vo or three other questions by other members
of the committee, the last of 'vhich required the distinction
bet,veen a I contingent remainder and an executory devise,
,vhich ,vas satisfactorily ans\verea. By this time the judge was
feeling a likle dry again, and broke in saying: "Gentlemen,
you see the .young man is all right, I'll gil~e him a certificate."
This was so n made out and signed, but before it was handed
over) t\VO ~ore bottles had to be produced. These \vere
partaken of by a large number of squires, &0., "rho were
there attendling court, who, as soon as the examination was
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concluded, came in and ,vere introduced to the newly-made
member of the bar. "Fip-loo" was played then for a good
part of the night. Stevens ,vas then a green hand at the
business. To use his own words, when he paid his bill the
next morning, he had but $3.50 left out of the $45 he began
,vith the night before.

He left early, rode fast, and while crossing McCall's ferry
bridge, not then finished, he had a very narrow escape from
death. His horse took fright, and would have fallen into
the river with his rider, had it not been for the presence of
mind of one of the men working on the bridge. He dined
that day in Lancaster, at Slough's hotel, and "\vhile his horse
was resting, wallred from one end of King street to the other.
He did not feel pleased with the town, and while thus en
gaged came .to the conclusion he would go back to Gettys
burg. That night he staid at York,,,and the next day began
his legal career, with but few friends and very little money.

It was a considerable time before he obtained any busi
ness of importance, and he became quite discouraged. At a
dance at Littlestown, he told a friend he could hold out no
longer, that he would have to seek another location. A day
or two after, a horrible murder ,vas committed, and none of
the prominent lawyers seemed willing to undertake the de
fence. Stevens was retained, and exerted himself to the
utmost in behalf of his client, but without success. The
man was convicted and executed. Many years after, Mr.
Stevens said that he had been counsel for the defence in
more than fifty murder cases, in all of ,vhich but one he had
been successful, adding, that everyone of them deserved hang
ing except the one that was hanged, ,vho ,vas certainly insane.
This case brought Mr. Stevens a fee of $1500, and this was
the beginning of his fortune.

Mr. Stevens rose at once to celebrity as a lawyer. lIe
was up to 1831 engaged in nearly all the great cases tried
in Adams, York, Franklin and Cumberland counties. During
this period a large nunlber of colored people, illegally bell
by persons claiming their services as slaves, were liberated
by his exertions. When the law could not avail, he used to
buy and set them free. At one time when coming from the
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Hagerstown races, he stopped at a tavern, the landlord of
which had been "cleaned out," and had no resource but to
sell one of his boys. There was already a trader haggling
about the iprice \vhen Stevens arrived. The owner wanted
$500, the 1rader offered four hundred. While this was going
on, Steve~s was so strongly inlpressed with the boy's resem..

'blance to !the landlord, that he called him aside and asl{:ed
why he was going to sell the boy to a trader. The landlord
said he di:not like to do it, but he had been so very unfor
tunate at e races, that he must make a raise some ,vay or
other. St vens, finding that the owner ,voulq. rather not sell
the boy, p~oposed to buy hinl for his o,vn use. After talk.
ing it over, Stevens saying he would set the boy free at
twenty-one years, a bargain was made for $350.' When the
bill of sale was being made out, Stevens 'aslred what name
he should, give the bay? Observing the landlord looking
confused, land red in the face, Stevens said, "Oh, I'll put
your nam~ in; these fellovvs always goes by the name of their
owners." I," I saw," Stevens remarked, "he ,vas the land
lord's own son, or I never should have bought him for $350."
Stevens kept him about four years and then gave him a fair
start to make his o,vn living.

Until 1829 when the .LL\.nti.1tfasonic excitement swept over
Pennsylvania, Mr. Stevens took but little part in politics.
It no ,vhere appears that in the elections from 1817 to that
period, h~ ,vas in any degree pron1inent. The reason for
this seem to have been, that being a Federali~t, and the
party goi g downward, he could not find a cause in which to
exert his lenergies. lIe once told the ,vriter, that the last
intercourse he had with Buchanan, was at York, in 1827.
rl'hey had ,both been engaged on the sanle side in the trial of
a cause, arl.d when the jury were out they ,valked do,vn a
lane some distance from the town and took a seat on the
top-rail of the fence. Buchanan began the discourse by
saying to Stevens, that no\v was the tinle for a man of
ability to i enter into politics, and suggested that ·Stevens
would do well to come into the support of Jack:son. Stevens
answered by saying, that lle saw the advantages of such a
course, but for his part he was ashamed to forsake his old opin-
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ions, 'which he believed to be right, for the sake of joining a
party in which he had no faith. This was the last time they
met for many years. In 1867 they met at the wedding of
Dr. HenryOarpenter, the friend of both. Stevens approached
Buchanan holding out his hand. Buchanan turned aside as
though he did not see the offer, and entered into conversa
tion with some one he met as he turned. During all these
years they had never met. A year afterwards both ,vere in
their graves.

,In 1831 Mr. Stevens began his political career as a mem..
ber of the Assembly from Adams county. The session was
nearly over before he said anything which excited marked
attention. He then made a speech ~eviewing the course of
the Jackson party and its leaders, which at once placed him
in the front rank of the ablest men of the State. This
revelation of ability, with hi~ strict adherence to his pro
claimed principles, drew upon him the enmity of his oppo
nents, and for many years he was the target at which their
most venomous shafts were directed. The menlbers of the
Masonic order regarded him as little less than a devil incar.
nate. Democrats, not belonging to the order, were equally
bitter against him. The deformity of his foot was seized
upon to spread the idea of his connection with the prince of
the fallen angels. Those who read the Democratic journals
of that time, will see that no man was ever so foully abused.
He was charged with all manner of evil, and men who said a
word in his favor were regarded as little less devilish than
himself. Such was his reputation up to 1835, when an
'attempt was made to repeal the school law, passed at the
previous session by a nearly unanimous vote. The fact that
it seemed to impose a new tax was seized upon by both
parties, and each fearing the other might gain advantage by
being foremost in its denunciation, made all possible haste to
declainl against it. When the bill was called up in the
House, it seemed as though no one would say a word in favdr
~f the then existing law. Speech after speech was delivered
In !avor of the repeal, and the question was on the point of
bemg put, when Mr. Stevens rOse to speak. He was terribly
earnest. All his powers were roused to the utmost. Tho
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who heard him, say he spoke like a prophet inspired by the
truth and magnitude of his theme. In ten minutes it seemed
as thou~h all opposition to the schools was utterly van
quished'. When the vote was taken the bill was defeated by
a large nrajority. This speech placed the school system of
Pennsyl~aniaupon an impregnable basis. No man was ever
,afterwar~s heard to speak of its repeal. Ever since, it has
been ste~dilygrowing in popular favor-indeed, at this time,
"but few ~ecol1ect or know that it was ever bitterly opposed.
Successite acts -,of the L~gislature have brought it to the
perfectiop. it has now attained, and at this day' it ranks in its
sphere w~th the very best educational systems of the world.

But in 1835 there was no such thing as reporting speeches
by phon<?graphy. There was not even a stenographer to be
found i:q. either house of the Pennsylvania Legislature..
Some hop-rs after its delivery it was attempted to report it
from merpory, but the written speech conveys nothing of the
force an4 power of the words as they fell from the lips of
the speakter. From that day forth Mr. Stevens was regarded
by all intelligent people as a great man. Some hated him
still, but no one was foolish enough to deny his ability.

Durin~ this same .session, the committee to investigate
Free Ma~onry, of which Mr. Stevens was the chairman and
originat9r, made its report. At this day it would be quite a
curiosity~ but it had the effect to keep up the excitement for
a year o~ two longer. At the election in 1835, in conse
quence of the split in the Democratic party, Joseph Ritner
was elec~ed Governor by a plurality of votes; the united
vote of '1Volf and Muhlenberg exceeding the number polled
for Ritner by about twelve thousand. In 1836 General
aarrison was nominated as the candidate for President in
oppositiqn to Martin Van Buren. During nearly the whol~

of this c~mpaign, Mr. Stevens was unfavorably disposed to
wards th~ anti-Democratic nomination, and it was only after
lhe State! election had revealed how necessary it was for the
salvation of his own party that Mr. Stevens yielded to the
nomination a cordial support. Harrison's unexpected popu-

1

larity, a~ developed in the election returns, made it apparent
that by ~ u.nion of all 0-P1?oBed to the Democracy, Pennsyl-
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vania might be carried by the opposition; and during the
session of the Reformed Convention in 1837, this union, so
far as the leaders of the various factions were concerned, was
almost fully accomplished. In that convention, Stevens, for
the first time in his life, came in contact with the most bril
liant speakers and the most profound· thinkers in the State,
proving himself ratller more than a match for the best of
then1. John Sergeant, Joseph Hopkinson, Joseph R. Chan
dler, Charles Chauncey, Thomas Earle, C. J. Ingersoll, James
M. Porter, Walter Forward; John Morin Scott, and George
W. Woodward, were the men who were always seeking for
a weak spot in his armor, but co~ld never find it. Those
who were rash enough to make a direct attack upon him,
always came out of the encounter damaged or completely
overthrown. Those who now would like to take the intel
lectual measure of the man in his best days, should carefully
study the debates of that convention, for the best talent of
Pennsylvania was to be found on the roll of its members.
Whether the changes made by this body in the fundamental
law of the State, were improvenlents or otherwise is not yet
fully settled. Further.. steps in the same direction must yet
be taken to make us certain of its wisdom or its folly. Let
the final verdict be ,vhat it may, it will never be known
from the names of its makers appended thereto, that Mr..
Stevens was its leading mind. The constitution, as amended,
confined the right of suffrage to white males only.. Mr. Ste
vens denounced this as a violation of natural right, as an act
of the meanest sort of tyranny, perpetrated by cowards and
fools, for the purpose of proving how low they could bend
the knee to the" dark spirit of slavery." His name is not
attached to the instrument. The record of the infamy of
all its other members stands as objects of mingled detesta
tion 'and pity to future generations. Thirty-four years have
passed away since this act of tyranny was perpetrated. Ste
vens lived to see many of those whose signatures sanctioned
the foul act, repent sincerely of their error. In the late
copies of our Digest, the names are not attached to the con
stitution. No one of those who voted for the word wh't"te, ,
now cares to be remembered as a member of the convention.
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Such is the change time has wrought in the public mind.
Soon aft~r the adjournment of the Legislature in 1838, Mr.
SteveNS ,vas appointed canal commissioner. This was done
because i~ was believed he could so manage the public works
as to m~ke them a powerful engine in the reelection of
Governot Ritner. Never, perhaps, was there a more bitter
electioneering campaign in Pennsylvania. No stone was left
unturned on either side to ensure success. The newspapers
of the da~ were full of libels, and a stranger, believing either
side, wou~d have thought the opposing candidates the greatest
scoundrets that ever existed. Money was also used without
stint. Fpr nearly the whole summer ten thousand dollars
were posted weekly by each side. A few days before the
election, ~n officer connected with the collector's office at
Philadelnhia, came to Harrisburg and offered to bet a quarter
of a million that Porter would be elected. The pockets of
Ritner's friends by this time were empty. Stevens had spent,
or bet at least one hundred thousand dollars, and was about
at the end of his pile. The knowledge that Ritner's sup
porters were at the end of their financial scope, did more to
defeat him than all other causes put together. The election
came, a~d frauds of all kinds were resorted to by both
parties. :At this game the Democrats, from long practice,

:1 were far superior to their opponents. It soon became clear
that Ritner had been defeated, but the Legislature was still
in doubt.: Both sides claimed that in Philadelphia all their
members were elected. The return judges of that city and
county split into two bodies, and each made their own return.
The returns made by Ritner's friends came to Harrisburg,
and were deposited in the secretary's office, in the manner
prescriber by the law. The other set of returns were brought
to the o~ce by private hands, and the Secretary of State,
Tholnas 1I. Burrowes, refused to receive them. A day or
two after:! this Burrowes published a short address, in which
he coun$eled the defeated party to" treat the election as
though i~ had not taken pla'ce, and in that attitude abide the
result." vVhat he really intended to say was, that Ritner's
friends' should not give up their bets, but his opponents in
terpreted it as a threat of revolution. This raised the blood

I PA-Genealogy



OF LANMSTER COUNTY. 581

of partisans on either side to fever heat. When the Legis
lature met, an immense crowd of bullies and roughs from
almost every part of the State, filled the capital. The clerk
read the returns as presented by both sides; both sides elected
a Speaker, and both adjourned their respective,.followers, or
as they were then called, Houses. In the morning it was
feared there would be a terrible fight, but as an adjournment
had been effected without violence, it was supposed that all
'things would go on peaceably. During the whole rnorning
a rowdy from Philadelphia stood behind the seat of Mr.
Stevens, with a dagger in his coat bosom, who swore that if
the friends of Ritner attempted to eject the Democrats by
force, he would kill Ste,vens. This desperado was watched
closely by another of the same stamp, who, with a butcher
knife, would have stabbed the first had he moved a step
further towards his intended victim. It was a perilous time.
Had the slightest assault been cornmitted upon anyone, no
matter from what cause it originated, it would have pro
duced a terrible scene of bloodshed. The crowd had come
with a fight in view. Noone cared to take the responsibility
of striking the first blow. Its dispersion lifted a heavy bur..
de!1 from the hearts of all who desired peace.

The Senate met at three o'clock, and contrary to expecta
tion the .lobby was crowded to suffocation. It so happened
that both parties had Senators to be sworn in, whose claims
to seats were founded on returns known to be erroneous, but
right upon their face. In this class was Senator Bell, from
the Chester and Montgomery district. As he was entitled
to his seat, in the first instance, there was no objection made.
Re was a Democrat; but when Hanna, a Whig, in similar
circumstances, was about to be sworn in, a scene of the ..
utmost confusion prevailed. The crowd broke over the
lobbies, some of them got upon chairs and began to speak.
Charles Brown, one of the Democratic contestants, was par- --'
ticulary vociferous, and so was Washington Barton. During
all this time the Speaker, Penrose, kept his seat and tried to
maintain order, but his efforts were in a great measure fruit-
less. It was now nearly seven o'cl,ock. Stevens, who was
in the hall, now attempted to leave, but could not make his
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way through the crowd. He went back to the.fire~place,and
while standing there was told by a friend, it was intended
to kill him if he went out at the door. It was then sug
gested tl;lat he and Burrowes should leave by the window of
the room, near the ':fire. This was done not to avoid danger,
for he did not believe the story, but because there was no
other means of egress. While going out of the window, the
door of the room opening at the end of the lobby stood
open, and they were seen by some of the crowd. Three
persons, one of them with a .large bowie·knife in his hand,
ran out through the crowd, swearing he would kill the -
scoundrel yet. Had these villains not mistaken the direction
of the window, there is very little doubt that both Stevens
and Burrowes would have been murdered. For some days
all was confusion, but on Sunday a considerable number of
uniformed volunteers arrived from Philadelphia and restored
order. For nearly 4three weeks the Stevens House met in a
room at Wilson's, now the Lochiel House. This could not
last; anq. the Senate agreed to recognize the Hopkins' House.
For nearly the whole session Stevens absented himself from
his seat.! When the session was Inote than half over, the
Democr~ts passed a resolution of expulsion, which was fol
lowed by an election, at which Mr. Stevens was reelected by
a large rp.ajority. He took his seat a few days before the
end of the session, and remained there till its close. >e'

In ·the great calnpaign of 1840, Mr. Stevens took a decided
stand in favor of "the Hero of the Thames." For months
before the inauguration of Harrison, it was understood
throughout Pennsylvania, that 1fr. Stevens was to have a
seat in tpe cabinet. That Harrison had selected him for post
master general, is known with certainty, but through the
open opposition of Clay, and the wavering of Webster, the
appointfuent was given to Mr. Granger. Stevens never for
gave vVebster for the part he took in this transaction; nor
did he ~o into the support of Olay in 1844 till, through
JIarmer· Denny, Clay made known to Stevens that, should he
be elected, atonement would be made for past wrong. Had
the urgent entreaties of Stevens and his friends in relation to
General Markle, the candidat~ for Governor, been acted anI
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Henry Clay would have been President of the United States.
That Markle was kno,vn to be the fast friend of Stevens, lost
him votes enough to ensure his defeat. This lost Pennsyl
vania to Olay, and that decided the contest.

Mr.. Stevens closed bis service in the Legislature of Penn
sylvania with the session of 1841. His long continued atten
tion to politics, and the large sums he expendad, had materi.
ally impaired his fortune. In the summer of 1842 he came
to the conclusion that Gettysburg did not afford an adequate
field for his pewers, and this induced his removal to Lancaster,
in August, 1842. In the fall of 1843 he tried to reorganize
the anti-Masonic party, but the effort was a failure. His
course in 1844 has been already noticed, and from that time
till 1848 he was quiescent in politics, though he was always
keenly alive to what was going on in the country. During this
period his practice was very remunerative, and from this and
the sale of his Adams county farms, he brought down his
debts to within what he considered a manageable limit. In
1843 he was in danger of being sold out by the sheriff. In
1844 he paid interest on debts'amounting to $217,000.
In 1849, \vhen he first went to Congress, he had reduced his
debts to $30,000. On March 4th, 1853, when his first service
in Congress ended, his debts amounted to about $50,000.
What he was worth at his death, is difficult to say. It may
have been $100,000, perhaps less than half of that amount.

When the free-soil movement began, he was favorable to
its principles, though he supported Taylor vvith all his might
for the presidency. In 1848, after a sharp contest with the
opposing candidates for the nomination, he was named for
Congress by the supporters of TaylOf, and elected by a large
majority. During the four years that he served at this timet
he was recognized as one of the leading men in Congress,
and enjoyed to a large extent the confidence of Gen. Taylor)
who, though a slaveholder himself, was, without declaring it
openly, opposed to the further extension of that evil; and it
is very certain that it was through his adroit management
California came into the Union as a free State. After the
death of Taylor, Fillmore, in hope of a reelection, and
Webster, with the design of taking the wind out of Fillrnore's
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"I

sails, went down on their knees to the slave power, and gave~

it all it wanted, in the shape of the fugitive slave law. -This
law and all kindred measures Mr. Stevens opposed to the:
extent of his power. I

In 1851, for the first time in many years, a fugitive slave
resisted, with arms, the claim of his owner. About two
miles from Christiana, Lancaster county, a number of fugi
tive slaves were hiding at the house of a colored man,
named Parker. An elderly man, named Gorsuch, of Mary
land, assisted by his son, and a deputy marshal from Phila
delphia, named Kline, came to the house of Parker, about
an hour before daylight. Gorsuch, the younger, with Kline,
summoned the persons inside to surrender. To this it was
replied, they would defend themselves, and at the same time
the click of fire-arms was heard. Kline ran and hid behind
a tree. Young Gorsuch went to his father and reported that
an attack would be dangerous. The old man said it would
never do to back out so, and started towards the house, his
son following. Gorsuch hailed the house again, and on
receiving a defiant answer, fired a pistol, the ball taking
effect in the leg of one of the blacks in the house. This
shot was returned by a volley, killing the elder Gorsuch.
The firing alarmed the neighborhood. Castner Hanway and
Elijah Lewis were the first to reach the place. These were
white melfl and abolitionists. Their influence prevented
further firing, and they assisted the younger Gorsuch to
remove the dead body of his father to Christiana, the nearest
railroad station to the scene of the fight. This occurrence
raised the pro-slavery spirit to a flame, while all their
toadies, far and near, seized upon it as a chance to show'
their devotion, not to be neglected. For a week no colored
man could pass along the railroad without being arrested.
Hanway and Lewis were taken to Philadelphia and tried
for treason. In this trial Mr. Stevens, and John 1\1. Read,
now one or· the judges of the supreme court, were the counsel
for the pri oners. Judge Read's exhaustive argument on the
law of treason, knocked the breath out of the prosecution,
and Mr. Stevens was content vvith but a few words. The,
prisoners were acquitted, and from that day the fugitive
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slave law was a dead letter in Pennsylvania. The great
merit of Mr. Stevens in this transaction, was in the bold,
firm stand he took at the beginning. His defiant attitude
kept up the courage of those who would otherwise have
desponded. His share in the trial was not very conspicuous,
but there were good reasons for the course he pursued. The'
great 'object was attained, and that was all he desired.

From 1853 till 1858 Mr. Stevens steadily pursued the
practice of his profession, though at the same time taking
part in the initiatory movements wh~ch resulted in the
formation of the Republican party, he being one of the dele..
gates from this district to the convention which nominated
Fremont. In 1858 the necessities of the country required
his presence in Congress, and, after a warm contest, he· was
elected by a large majority. He had scarcely taken his seat
in that body, in Decelnber, 1859, when the first s.ymptoms
of the rebellion began to be developed. The south was pre
paring for an appeal to arms, while the north could not by
any means be induced to believe there was any danger of a
fight. During the whole summer of 1860, slavehoiders
were declaring that if a black Republican should be elected
the south would secede, and Mr. Stevens was one of the very
"few men in the country who believed the southern le.aders
really intended to keep their word. Lincoln was elected,
and even then, when the navy was on the other side of the
globe; whun the army was stationed in the very places most
favorable for the designs of the traitors; and ,vhen nearly
all our muskets and guns were stored in the ar£enals of the
south, scarcely anyone believed that war was impending.
In those critical thirty-seven days, from the inauguration of
Lincoln till the attack on Sumter, Mr. Stevens continually
urged upon those who had the pov\ter, to at least make some
preparation for defence, but with scarcely any result. It
was only after the first great act of the bloody drama had.
been closed, that people began to have some faint idea of-the
national danger. Even Mr. Lincoln and Secretary Seward
thought that 75,000 men could make all things right in
ninety days. Mr. Stevens saw the full extent of the danger,
and always said that a million of men should be called out
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till the wlr was ended. After Bull Run had verified the
correctness of his views, he was heard with attention; and
though from his age and deformity it was impossible that he
could be a 'combatant, no man in the country, in the field or
out of it, exercised a greater influence or personally did more
tl,o place our immense armies in the field. Through all these
bloody. years, as chairman of the committee of ways and
means, he was most emphatically the right man in the right
place. Had he been younger and not deformed, his natural
courage ,vauld have sent him to the battle-field at the firing
of the first gun. Men, firm believers in the doctrine of
special providence aver, that his lameness was a necessity
ordained to keep him where he was. Without entering into
any discussion on this point, it is enough to say, there were
so many illustrations of the doctrine during the war, that to
a, thinking mind it is somewhat difficult altogether to deny
the proposi'fion. .

The waf! ended, but the troubles it brought in its train
stood out i~ such bold relief, that people only then began to
ha.ve somet~ing like a correct idea of their magnitude. The
south, thou~h beaten and vanquished, was far from being
in a tempen to accept the situation as the for.tune of a war
brought on by themselves against their brethren. There ~

was a debt 9f nearly if not mOTe than three thousallld mil.
lions, taxinl the people and their posterity for many yea~s
to come. fesides this, there were four millions of emanCI
pated slaves to be cared for, to be instructed and protected
from the aggression of those "\vho had formerly been their
masters. Of the measures adopted to reconstruct the south)
Mr. Steve:qs was the author. The whole general plan,
though pos$ibly not original with himself, was by adoption
peculiarly his own; and though some Inodifications may
have been made in Oongress, yet the principal features of his
measures were retained and were the means employed t()
govern the ~eople of the section lately in rebellion until its
several por~ions were again admitted as component parts of
the Union, as States, members of the great family of com
munities forming the indivisible Republic.

During the whole period, from the beginning of the war
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to the end of his life, Mr~ Stevens was scarcely a day absent
from his seat, and for the most of that time his labors were
truly herculean. During the war, in times of peculiar ad
versity, when every body else seemed to lose heart, his·
indomitable energy, and his full assurance of final success,
inspired with new life the hearts that were ready to give up
the combat. After the ·disastrous battles of Fredericks
burg and Chickamauga, he seemed more than ever deter
mined to fight on, no matter how gloomy the p!ospect before
the country. A single instance will show how contemptu
ously he treated those who even thought of the possibility
of some sort of reconciliation with the rebels. A very distin
guished journalist, a man then heart and soul devoted to the
Republican cause, but at times rather doubtful of our ability
to win, came to Washington, most likely at the invitation
of President Lincoln, to talk over the matter as to the
possibility of making a peace on some reasonable terms.
At what conclusion he and the President arrived, can only
be inf~rred from subsequent events; but it is certain that
after leaving the White House, he called on Mr. Stevens.
Here he unfolded his budget of statistics, &c.; spoke of how
large the debt was already; how 'great it would become in a
short time with gold at $2.80; how many lives had already
been lost, and how many more would be sacrificed; that we
never could succeed, and more of the same sort, ending:
that "peace must be made in some way." Stevens heard it
all patiently; was silent for a moment and then rising, said:.
U lVIr. ---, every man in these United States has a con
stitutional right to make a d-d fool of himself." His
visitor bundled up his papers andleft at double quick.

Men ,viII wear out, and Mr. Stevens was no exception to
the general rule. When he left Lancaster for 'Washington,
about the end of November, 1866, he was so feeble as to be
unable to sit up in the car, and a bed was made for him on
the floor. Those who knew his condition had great fear
whether he could survive the journey. After his arrival at

. Washington he rallied, and during most of the session he
remained comparatively well. At the adjournment he came
home, and remained there till November, 1867, when he took
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his last jour ey to the capital. He then seemed much better
than he had :been for some time, and appeared very hopeful
in regard to' his health. Shortly after the opening of the
session he made the only great mistake of his congressional
career. By II some strange perversion of reasoning, which
took all his friends by surprise, he adopted the Pendleton
idea of payi~g the national debt with greenbacks, and on
one or two occasions argued strongly in its favor. That it
was honestlJ1 entertained no one who knew him could doubt;
but for a dlear-headed, honest man to advocate practical
repudiation, ,was something which most people could not
well comprel;lend. But discussion was soon over. On the
25th of February, 1868, Mr. Stevens, with Mr. Bingham,
appeared in the Senate and presented articles of impeach
ment against Andrew Johnson. The trial, of which Mr.
Stevens was bne of the managers on the part of the House,
ended on the 26th of May. During all this time ~fr. Stevens,
so feeble as tp be carried daily to the capitol in a chair, was
always preseht attending to his duty. Nor" when the im
peachment tr~al was over, did he fail to attend, but continued
to appear alIlfost daily to th,e end of the session, which closed
on the 17th of July. Mr. Stevens was at this time too weak
to attempt th~ journey to Lancaster. Every day he became
more and mote feeble, till at last, on the 11th of August,
1868, he ceased from his Jabors.

De mortuis nil n?;si verum.
The character of Thaddeus Stevens was made up of con

tradictory elements. Nature designed him for one of the
great men of lithe race, and so far as tinle and circumstances
gave his pow~rs'opportunity to act, he fulfilled her int~ntion.
One of the rr}ost remarkable endowments, was that never ..
failing spirit ~f generous kindness, which made it his pleasure
to do good toland confer benefits on all who canle within his
reach. His inherent liberality grew by continual practice, till
it became alm~st one of the necessities of his being. No man,
woman or child ever approache<il Thaddeus Stevens, worthy
or unworthy, ~nd asked for help, who did not obtain it' when
he was possessed of the nleans. His money ,vas given freely
and without stint, when he had it. And with this unbounded
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liberality was associated a strong feeling of pride, which but.
few of his most intimate friends ever suspected to exist·
He never would confess to a want of money, no matter how
straightened his circumstances. When in this condition, if
contributions were solicited, he invariably either found some
objection to the object, or to the person in whose behalf the
request was made. The reason he gave to a most intimate
friend for this kind of conduct, that if he told the truth he
would not be believed, was plausible, but it was not the fact.
The true reason was, that he preferred to have the reputa
tion of harshness and cruelty, rather than be suspected of
even occasional poverty. Beggars of all grades, high or low,
are very quick in finding out the weak points of those on
whom they intend to operate; and lVlr. Stevens was always,
but more particularly when he was a candidate, most Ull

mercifully fleeced. This trait was the cause of injury to t};te
politics of this county. Before he ,vas nominated for Can..
gress, no one here thought of spending large sums of money
in order to get votes. Now, no man, ,vhatever his qualifi..
cations, can be nominated for any office unless he answers
all demands made upon him, and forks over a greater amount
than anyone else will for the same office. It is a most de..
plorable state of things, but the fact is not to' be denied.

We have ascribed this profusion of liberality to an innate
kindness of heart and a natural desire to do good to all with
whom he came in contact. This is undoubtedly true; but
Mr. Stevens was far too observant, far .too good a judge of
men's motives, not to know that he was almost invariably
imposed upon.. This knowledge led him to believe that
nearly all men were corrupt and unfit to be trusted. As he
grew old this feeling became stronger, and he came to regard
the great bulk of mankind as mercenary creatures, only fit to
be the tools of those who were strong enough, rich enough'
and skillful enough to use them for their own advantage.
A man without some degree of selfishness in his nature,
W~"p-ld be a poor creature. We all would like to win riches
ap.d honors. Honest men, as the world estimates honesty,
~truggling towards the prize they desire to obtain, feel bound
t.o q~alify themselves in all respects for the positions they
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seek, and at the same time they may be selfish enough to
h:;tve no scrl\lple as to the means they may use to push aside
others havi~g the same object in view. An honest man,
qualified fot any position in the Republic, and having the
same estima~e of mankind as Mr. Stevens, could not fail, in
all things regarding his political aspirations, to be supremely
selfish. It twas not that low, mean selfishness which often
accompanies small, feeble natures, but it was, within its
sphere, the $ame kind 9f selfishness which induced a Napo
leon or a Bismarck to sacrifice a million of lives to secure a
favorite political object. Viewed in this light he was the
very inca~n~,tion of selfishness. During the last twenty
years of hi, life, there was no man Iiving whose welfare,
socially, fin~ncially and politically he would not have sacri
ficed, to obt~in the end he had in vie,v. Towards those who
s~ood more tmmediately in his way, he sometimes expressed·
a degree of ~itterness which minds less strong and vigorous
than his otn could but faintly appreciate. Nor was this
state of milid incompatible with the kindlier feelings of his
nature. Tol those of his friends who were sincerely engaged
in helping ~im onward and upward, and who were not aim... ·
ing at the ~ame mark as himself, he was the best iriend
i~aginable. No trollble or effort on his part was too great,
provided it ~ould serve them. And in numerous instances
it was not ialways only on behalf of his friends his kind
offices were! exerted. ~fen who had treated him ill, who
had Slandert; and defamed him, would of~en, upon submis
sion, find in him a friend when they could find one nowhere
else. Such, en he looked upon as hungry dogs to whom
bones oughti to be given, whether deserved or not. He for ...
got their enlnlity, because he regarded them as below his
resentment, and would not take the trouble to give them a
kick when he had them in his power. This was only an·
other phase I, of the natural kindne·ss which, in spite of all
the prompti gs of his judgment, often controlled his acts.

When th moral or mental constitution of any man dis
plays unusU 1force, it is natural to expect that all his peculi
arities shou, d display a corresponding degree 'of strength.
Growing out of the characteristics already mentioned, as their
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legitimate fruit, was a weakness which made him, in pecuni
ary matters, the victim of those whom he well knew were
not worthy of his slightest favor. Of all men he was the
most accessible to flattery. Any scamp with a smooth
tongue, could soft·soap him allover, and the operation was
most gratefui to his feelings. And yet, though it pleased
him to the core, he despised the m~n \vho laid upon his
altar the incense of their praise. It may be that like
most of men, he had some faith in the truth of what
was told him in this way, but at the same time he knew
the motives which induced the offering. He had not the
power to deny the request which almost invariablyaccom
panied the praise. At such times he was almost inva
rably angry at '}limself because he could not successfully
resist the demand. It is true this process could never in
duce him to do an act wrong in itself, or injurious to the
public interest, yet when his own funds were concerned, he
could never muster up the courage to avoid the trap into
which he would go with his eyes open. There is no doubt
this failing, 'of which he ,vas fully conscious, often gave him
deep vexation; but he was not a man given to brooding
over mistakes, or to waste time in regrets for any thing he
ever did.

Another quality most strongly developed, was his un..
conquerable perseverance and determination to accomplish
anything which he undertook. No matter how often ~e·

feated, he was always ready to "try, try again;" and this he
would do when, to all appear~nce, he had not the slightest
chanc~ of success. One great object of his ambition was to
be a Senator of the United States, and had he conceived the
idea ten years sooner, there is lit~le doubt he would have
reached his aim.. In this, perhaps, it was better for his fame
he did not succeed. In no other position than the one occu
pied for the last ten years of his life, could he have done so
much for the increase of his reputation~ or the benefit of the
cause in whicll he was engaged.. That he never obtained his
desire, was another verification of the undoubted truth:
" Man proposes;" God rules.

The great results which flowed from this indomitable
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firmness of purpose have never been attributed to their true
source. From the beginning of the great conflict between
the conten~ing sections of the nation, till a very short period
before its close, there were multitudes of people who were
willing to Inake peace with the rebels upon their own terms.
Even amolig distinguished men of the Republican party there
were neve~ wanting persons of weak backbones, who would
at any tim¢ have been only too glad to have a chance to
enter into ~ome sort of conlpromise. Against all such his
tremendou~ powers of invective and sarcasm were continu..
ally directdd, not so much in speeches as in his general can..
versation. vVhenever and wherever he detected the first
symptom of backing down, the man who exhibited the
weakness was soon made to feel uncomfortable; while to
those who 7Nere but seldom troubled with such fits of de..
spondency,: he imparted a share of that perfect conti-dence in
the ultinlat~ triumph of the national arms, which ,vas one
of the mos~ effe~tive reasons of their final success.

Men of this description are not usually noted for .their
kindness and humanity, but with Mr. Stevens the bark was
generally worse than the bite. To hear him speak of mili
tary men of all grades, who had during the war been derelict
in duty, itl might have been inferred he was extremely
sanguinary, but such was not the case. During the war his
good o:ffi.ce~ were often required to save men sentenced to be
shot, and h~ never refused to invoke with success the kind
feelings of IPresident Lincoln, who was only too happy to
have some person to intercede for the miserable delinquent.
It is true, ~hat in a speech in Congress, Stevens justified
Juarez for shooting Maximilian, but it is very certain that had
he been rm.ler of Mexic.o the fallen emperor would have
been sent h~me safe and sound. There is no doubt that had
Mr. Steven$ been invested with the power of life and death,
there woul~ have been but few criminals executed. A
woman's te~rful face, or the wail of a child, was beyond his
power to resist. This, in a ruler, might have been a great
;weakness, but in Mr. Stevens' position it was, doubtless, one
of the most amiable traits in his character. Nothing ever
pleased him better than to tell of his success with the Presi..
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dent, on occasions like those above referred to. He never
took the credit of success to himself, but always ascribed it
to the goodness of Old Abe. Let us illustrate what has been
said by introducing one of these stories: " A young fellow,
from this county was to be shot for desertion. It was rather
a hard case, and his mother, in great distreis, called on me to
help save him. I took her at Qnce to the White House and
introduced her to the President. On the road I told her to
tell her story in her own way, which she did in such a man
ner as none but a mother could tell it. I said nothing. I
saw by the President's eye it was all right. There was no
use in my saying a word. While she was talking the Presi
dent began to write. It was but a couple of lines, bUl it
was effectuaL Fearing a scene, I took ber into the ante-room,
t01Jing her as we went along her son ,vas safe. As soon as
she fully understood it she broke out: ' Oh! this is the man
our newspapers said was a brute and a devil. Why, he is
the loveliest man I ever saV\r in my life! He is an angel!
He does the work of the Almighty, and stands in his place
on earth! I could worship him for his goodness-my poor
Ben. is safe.' " No Democrat could be found in that family
afterwards. "There was a great deal of desertion about
that time. Some hardahearted devils thought all should
have been shot, but then I had nothing to do with that. It
was Lincoln's business, and he did all those things as he
believed to be right. He was a great man. In his place,
perhaps, I would have done the same thing."

Of Mr. Stevens' religious views it is difficult to speak.
His mind was so constituted that he was very incredulous as
to anything in conflict with his own reason. But he was
not altogether devoid of faith, for h~ was a fatalist in the
strongest sense of the term. In this belief he was as firmly
rooted as any follower of Mahomet could be. Those who
knew him best find it exceedingly hard to believe that he
ever gave an intelligent consent to be baptized in the Oatho
lic faith. Still Mr. Stevens was not an immoral man. He
was no scoffer, he was never profane, was strictly temperate,
and jn all things rigidly truthful. To say he had no vices,
would be to exalt him far above the great mass of mankind.
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In one respect, a man of his ardent temperament could
scarcely ~ail to err-that he was the cold-blooded destroyer
"Of female innocence,. the heartless libertine, the hoary de
bauchee which his enemies in times of great political excite..
ment represented him to be, is a most malicious lie. ~ehat

i be could, in any fair sense, be called a gambler, rests on no
better fop.ndation.

: The intellectual po\vers of Mr. Stevens were of a very
high order. His perceptions were quick, his reasoning
powers strong and accurate, and his memory almost unri
valled. This last he always said was not a natural but an
.acquired faculty. This perhaps was partly true, though the
.foundatiqn on which to build the superstructure must have
'been the :,result of his fine mental organization. He could
~rememb~r all the evidence in the longest trial, and repeat
.all the i~portant parts with surprising accuracY4 At some
:period of his life he must have been a very hard student, for
,lhis know;ledge seemed almost without limit. In reasoning
'JUP0D; a g~ven proposition he scarcely seemed to thiJ?k

J
his

:~leductioms coming as though by intuition. RiR illustrations
were very seldom beautiful, but always apposite. They hit
the nail square on the head, and made further blows needless.
lie couldl be exceedingly sarcastic, but he seldom employed

, this weaRon without just provocation. He was too kindly
disposed :to use it in a manner not fairly legitimate. The
same lim~tation could scarcely be extended to his wit j for
that flowed out of itself, and bad generally so much of good
natured fuirth in it, that the 'person against whom it was
leveled could scarcely take offence. When the occasion
Tequiredi it, he was sornetimes highly eloquent, but as a
'general thing it could not be counted as one of his character
istics. *e was not a man of taste. Had no fondness for,
.and but little perception of, beauty in painting or architec
ture. There was but little of the imaginative about him.
His min4 was strongly practical, look:ing far more to the
.substance than to the outward __~dorning of things4 For
what is usually called" fine writing" he had a supreme con
tempt. Nothing worried him more than the "highfalutin"
I,of the war correspondents, in th'jir descriptions of battles.
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.(~ Confound the scamp," was his exclamation after the battle
-of Antietam, "why can't be tell us what they did, and leave
iUS to think how it looked ourselves."

Another branch of this defect and of much greater im
portance, was his almost total want of creative power. He
nev~r originated anything, but he had the po\ver, in wonder
ful perfection, of taking hold of other men's ideas, stripping
them of every thing superfluous, leaving nothing but the
useful and practical, and presenting them so clearly and for
~ibly -to the world, that their importance was immediately
recognized. So much was this the case, that every measure
he ever brought forward in his legislative career, had its
origin in the thought of some other man who, in nine cases
out of ten, would be unable to claim its paternity in the
new dress with which Stevens had invested it. It was from
this power that most of his st'rength as a lawyer was derived.
In citing authorities to sustain a legal position he would, in
a few words, bring out the meaning of the judge who \vrote
it, much more clearly and far more forcibly than it had
before presented itself to the mind of its author. This,
together with the kindred faculty of seizing instantl}T upon
the turning point of the case, without any regard to the
quantity of legal rubbish accumulated around it, placed him
in the very first rank of the greatest minds that ever ap
peared at the bar. This power of concentrating the force of
his case in a few sentences, together with the perfect control
which he had acquired over his temper, made him almost
always sllccessful. His tactIcs were to waste no strength
upon the outworks of his opponent's case, but to attack the
citadel at once. To sum up the whole in few words, it may
be truly said, that the clearness of his mental vision, his in
nate reverence of right and love of justice, his wonderful
powers of memory, analysis and concentration, his truthful
ness, his perseverance, his thorough detestation of every
thing like trickery and meanness, his perfect fairness in all
his business transactions, and his generous kindness to all,
made him a man towering so high above the millions around
him, that no one who intelligently studies his character, can
fail to appreciate the magnitude of his greatness.
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Thaddeus Stevens, in the prime of life, was a remarkably
fine-looking ill.an. None of his earlier pictures do him jus..
tice. Same of the oil pantings Inade towards the close of
:his life,lare nothing but caricatures. The engraving, by
Sartain, ~ives a very correct idea of his appearance when
about fitty-five years old. The photograph by Eberman,
taken w~en Stevens was seventy-three, is perfect. He was
about fire feet eleven inches high; clear, ruddy, smooth
skin. Etis natural hair was chestnut, but he lost it from
brain fe~er when about thirty-five years old, and afterwards
always "10rea wig. He had very fine teeth, was strongly built,
but not ¢orpulent; his appearance when the features were at
rest, was: very dignified. When young, he was a great lover
of athletic sp·orts, and could make a full hand at anything
where swiftness of foot was not required. He was a splendid
horsemaf' an excellent s,vimmer, and very fond of the chase.
When a ! young man, he would occasionally take a glass of
wine, but for rnany years of his life he abstained wholly
from alcioholic drinks. That he possessed great courage,
physical, as well as moral, is well known to all his intimate
friends. Naturally obstinate and combative, he had so
trained pis mind as to despise all displays of pugnacity.
When a4sailed vlith foul language, by dirty blackguards, as
he often !!was about election time, he seldom took any out
ward notice of it, though he felt all such attacks very keenly.
If he ever did reply to anything of this sort, it was in a
single sentence by which the assailant was completely over
thro\vn.. ; IIis repartees were always far more damaging than
any b10,* could have been; they were al,vays put in such
shape that the dullest man in a crowd could never fail to feel
their forfe.

It basi been already said, that he hated oppression and
I injustice,in all its forrns. This was the ruling passion, and

exhibited itself in full foree as he drew near his end. In
the principal cemeteries of Lancaster it was stipulated, by
charter, that no person of color should be interred within
their Ii its. He had bought lots in both cemeteries, but
when he received the deeds he sent them back, refusing to
be burie in the grounds of either. Shreiner's cemetery)
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the smallest in the city, was free from this objection, and
there he was laid to rest, within a few feet of the public
schools, which his fearlessness and love for humanity estab
lished in Pennsylvania forever.

For the reason above stated, he ordered in his will the
following should be inscribed upon his tomb:

"I repose in this quiet and secluded spot, not from any
natural preference for solitude, but finding other cen1eteries
limited by charter rules as to race, I have chosen it that I
might be enabled to illustrate in my death the principles I
have advocated through a long life-equality of man before
the Oreator."

On December 17th, 1868, the House of Representatives
met specially to express its resppct for his lnemory. Men of
all parties, in most eulogistic terms united to do honor to
his name. Through the whole land it was felt that" a leader
had fallen in Israel." Party rancor was for a time forgotten,
and all men acknowledged the great value of his services to
the country. Those who knew him best grieved most for
his loss; but by none was he so sincerely mourned as by the
millions whom his labors had elevated from slavery to
freedom.

This imperfect memoir can be no more fitly ended than by
quoting the concluding words of the eulogium delivered by
Mr. Maynard, of Tennessee, on the occasion above re
ferred to:

" As he was he \villlong be remembered. He has left his
impress upon the form and body of the times. Monuments
will be reared to perpetuate his name on the earth. Art
will be busy with her chisel and her pencil to preserve his
features and the image of his mortal fraIne. All will be done
that brass and marble and painted canvas will admit of
being done. The records of his official life will remain in
your archives; our chosen words of commemoration will fall
into the channels of literature. But the influence of a gifted
mind, in moulding thought and giving direction to events, is
not measured by words of commemoration or by official
records. It is as measureless as the soul and enduring as
time. Long after the brass and marble and painted canvas

PA-Genealogy



698 BIOGRAPHICAL HISTORY

have disappeared, it will still remain transmitted from age to
age and through successive generations."l

STONER, CHRISTIAN L., was born in the year 1823, at
'Millersville, Lancaster county, Pa. He learned the trade of'
a house c~rpenter in Lancaster city. He married Lizzie L.
Hostetter, daughter of Col. Jacob Hostetter, in 1847, and in
1857 was ielected Olerk of the Orphans' Court, a position he
filled for three years.

STOEK, HENRY, elected Prothonotary in 1848.

, STORY, WILLIAM, elected a member of the Legislature
'in 1784. I

STRICkLER, JACOB, was a member of the Legislature in
the years ,1797, 1798, 1799 and 1800.

STROHM, JOHN, was born October 16th, 1793, in what
was then Little Britain township, in the county of Lancas
ter, and State of Pennsylvania, but in that part of said town
ship which now composes Fulton township. His parents·
were of German descent; his father having been brought to
this country from the kingdom of Wirtemburg by his parent
when abdut eight years of age. The grandfather having
died duri~g the voyage, his rernains were consigned to the'
rolling waJves of the boisterous Atlantic. The widow with
her small family (two sons and a daughter), were landed at.
Philadelp~ia, and finally settled in Strasburg, this county.
The mother of the subject of this sketch was the daughter
of John Herr, a Mennonite preacher, who was also the grand
father of another preacher, John Herr, better known as the
founder of the New or Reformed Mennonite Society. She
was of a religious disposition, and to her instructions and
adnlonitions the subject of this notice attributed the founda
tion of th~t high appreciation of integrity and truth which
has characterized his conduct during his whole life.

He was first sent to 8ch001 when about four years of age,

]The above sketch of Thaddeus Stevens, being the production of an
intimate friend and menlber of his own political party, the author oi
the Biogra.phical History of Lancaster county desires it to be distinctly
understood, ,that he is in no ~"'ise to be considered responsible for any senti
ment or conclusion contained therein, or estimate subnlitted, regarding,
the deceased statesman.
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and soon showed an aptitude for learning that few chil
dren of that age exhibit. But the schools of that period
were of an inferior quality, and afforded none of the facili
ties now attainable in acquiring the rudiments of educatioDo
In the year 1804 his father purchased a farm in Strasburg
township, and in the spring of 1805, when John was in his
twelfth year, removed thereto, and from that time he was
sent to school but a few months during the winter. Con
sequently, he received at school nothing but the ordinary
instruction which farmers' sons of that period and in that
vicinity usually attained. He was, however, very fond of
reading, and improved every opportunity of acquiring a
knowledge of men and things. From the time he was seven
years of age, he read everything that came in his way, yet
even in this way his opportunities were very limited. His
father's library consisted principally of the Bible and Testa
ment, and a few religious works in .German, which he did
not then understand, and some miscellaneous works picked
np at sales. Amongst these was an old geography, giving a.
description of the various countries and divisions of the
earth, an outline of the general principles of astronomy, the
relative position of the planets, their courses in their re
spective orbits, &c. This book he studied carefully, and
from it derived his first knowledge of many things previ
ously unknown to him, and which proved highly use
ful in after life. His mother encouraged this avidity for
reading, by borro"\ving such books for him as she could pro
cure amongst her friends. Another means of acquiring in
formation and storing his mind with useful knovvledge, was
found in the regular reading of a weekly newspaper to which
his father was a constant subscriber. From this he obtained
a knowledge of the leading events of the history of the warId
at the time, and became initiated in the politics of our
own country in particular. In the beginning of the year
1809, at the solicitation of his teacher, he studied the theory.
of surveying, but did not practice it to any extent for near
twenty years after\vards. About this time be commenced
purchasing books on his own account, and all the money he.
could spare was invested in that description of property.
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I When 3ibout eighteen years of age Judge Clark, one of
the associqte judges of the county, who made his acquaint
ance at a public sale where he was clerking, wished to
engage llirp. as a teacher in his neighborhood, but his parents
dissuaded him from accepting the offer. The following year
he accepted a proposition ftom Christian Barr, of Bart, (now
Eden township), to teach school for three months near Quar
ryville. He found the business irksofile, and at the expira
tion of hi~ term returned to his father to work on the farm.
Here he remained for near three years, w hen he again ac
cepted a situation as a teacher in West Lampeter township,
upon the invitation of Christian Herr, of Pequea, who en·
gaged to raise a school for hirn, offered him boarding at his
own hous~, and remained his fast and ardent friend as long
as he livedl In this neighborhood he renlained as a teacher for
five years, giving general satisfaction to his employers, and
by a strict attention to business and uniform good conduct
gained theiconfidence and esteem of all his acquaintances.

In 1817: he married the eldest daughter of John Herr,
(limeburner), and COIlllnenced housekeeping in the neighbor..
hood of h~s school. In 1821 he quit teaching scbool and
comrnenced farnling, as he always had a strong predilection
for the ocdupation of a farmer. In 1830 his name was first
brought b~fore the public as a candidate for the Legislature,
but his frienus did not succeed in getting him settled on the
ticket. rrhe support he received encouraged his friends to
bring his nalue forward the ensuing year, (1831), when he
was settled and elected. The anti-1tfasonic excitement was
then in ful~ vigor, and Strohm was elected as an anti..Mason ;
but by pr1ildent conduct and courteous derneanor he main
tained his [principles and those of his party, without unneces
saril~y givihg offence to any, and enjoyed the good.will and
esteem of many of the fraternit,Y. He was reelected to the
Legislature in the years 1832 and 1833, and in 1834 was
elected to ithe Senate for a terrn of four years, that being
the extent 'of the Senatorial term under the old constitution.

In 1838, he was reelected to the Senate for a second term
of four years, making in all eleven consecutive years in
which he was a member of the State Legislature, three years
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in the House of Representatives and eight years in the
'Senate. In 1842 he was elected Speaker of the Senate, the
duties of which he executed with so much good judgrnent
and impartiality, that there never was an appeal tak:en from
his decision. In 1844 he was elected a member of Congress

~ from his native county, and in 1845 took his seat in that
body. In 1846 he was reelected, his terrn expiring on the
4th of March, 1849, when General Taylor was inaugurated
president. In 1851 he was the candidate of the Whig party
for canal commissioner, then one of the most important
offices in the State. The Democratic party proved too strong
on that occasion, and his opponent, Seth Clover, was elected.
In 1848 Mr. Strohm "vas one of the senatorial delegates to the
national convention at Baltimore, when General Zachary
Taylor was nominated as the Whig candidate for President;
in 1852 he was a member of the national convention at
Baltimore, which nominated Gen. Scott as a candidate for
the Presidency, and in 1869 he was a menlber of the State
convention at Philadelphia, which re-nominated Governor
Geary for the office of Governor.

In his legislative capacity the subject of this imperfect
sketch was more noted for assiduous attention to business
and a watchful care of the interests of his constituents and
the community at large, than for brilliancy of talent or
oratorical display. He seldom addressed the legislative
bodies of which he was a faithful member in a pro
tracted argument, but gave his views in plain but forci
ble language; and if he did not succeed in convincing his
.audience of the correctne~s of his views, he left no room to
doubt the sincerity of his convicti(lllS. Durjng the eight
.years in which he was a member of the Senate, he was chair
man of the committee on roads and bridges and of the com
mittee on clailns, and lor several years stood at the head of

~ot~ those ~ommittees; and such was the confidence plaoed
In hIm by hIS compeers, that his reports and recommenda
tio~s were ~enerally accepted and his suggestions adopted.
Plam and SImple in his habits, he was at all times easy of
ac:~ss and disposed to accommodate, and to the extent of his
abIlIty serve any person that required his aid. His first
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wife died in 1832, and he remained a widower until 1857,
when he married a widow Witmer, with whom he is spend
ing the evening of his days in the quiet contentment of
private life.

STROHM, JOHN, JR., was elected County Commissioner
in, the year 1867.

STUBBS; JEREMIAH BRo,vN, lYl. D., was born in Little
Britain, (not Fulton) township, Lancaster county, Pennsyl
vania, on the 13th of April, 1804. He was the second SOll.

of Isaac and Hannah Stubbs, both descendants of early
settlers in that neighborhood.· Isaac Stubbs, his father, was
a stone maJon, and ,vorked at the trade occasionally. He
took more delight in perusing the contents of books, and in
imparting to his children the rudiments of an English edu
cation, (at least as far as he was capable), than to accumulate
wealth by a close adherence to his occupation or by any
other manual labor.

vVhen Jeremiah was three years old his parents removed
to Harford county, Atfaryland, having purchased a sDlall
farm near the "Rocks of Deer creek." Here the family re
sided until ~he year 1821, when they returned to Lancaster
county to reside upon a farm near Peach Bottom. This
,vas jointly inherited by the father and mother. In all these
paternal migrations the older children accompanied their
parents, and' rendered all the assistance of which they were
able.

After the return of the family to Lancaster county, Jere
miah determJined to conlmence business for himself, and with
this object '~n view entered a mercantile establishment in
the city of Baltimore. Disliking the business, in the course
of a few mO~lths he returned home. Receiving the eneour
ageIIlent of his maternal grandfather, Jeremiah Brown, (of
whom he always retained a grateful remembrance), he was
induced to study and enter one of the learned professions.
"\Vith no adtantages of a preparatory education, other than
instructions' received froln a kind parent, and the limited
attainments obtained by a fevv years attendence at the public

schools of an early period, he entered upon the study of
medicine in the year 182:1:. He read under direction of Dr.
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Vincent King, a well-known practitioner of southern Lan
caster county j attended two full courses of lecture at the
Jefferson Medical College, of Philadelphia, and graduated III

the class of March 8th, 1827. Soon after graduating he
located in the village of Rising Sun, Cecil county Maryland,
where he practiced his profession for nine years. During
his residence in Cecil county, he was elected a member of
the Medico-Chirurgical Society of Maryland. His member
ship of this body commenced September 9th, 1827. At that
time a physician practicing in the State of Maryland, could
not collect a fee unless he was a member of this medical or·
ganization, and no one became a member thereof unless he
submitted to a rigid examination; and was recommended as
worthy by a committee appointed for that purpose.

On the 25th of February, 1836, Dr. Stubbs was married
to Rachel H., eldest daughter of Timothy Kirk, esq., of
Oxford, Chester county, formerly a member of the Legisla
ture of Pennsylvania, and then an active business citizen of
that vicinity. Previous to his marriage he purchased the
farm and good-will of Dr. John K. Sappington, of Little
Britain, Lancaster county. Removing to this place he re
sumed'the practice of medicine, which he continued with
success to the time of his decease-a period of twenty
six years. For a long time after he located in Lancaster
county, there was, with one exception, no physician in active
practice within ten miles. In these early days of his medi·
cal career, his labors were unceasing and at times exceed.
ingly arduous. Possessing a comparatively strong constitu
tion and determined will, he was enabled to do herculean
duty, practising his profession throughout a section of
country many miles in extent.

On the 14th of February, 1844, he was elected a member
of the Lancaster city and county medical society, and at
one time was president of that body. He was elected to
represent it as a delegate in the American Medical Associa
tion, and attended in this capacity its meetings at Boston, in
1849 j Richmond, 1852 j New York, 1853, and Philadelphia,
1855. In the fall of 1847 he was elected a member of the
House of Represent~tivesof Pennsylvania, by the Whigs of
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Lancaster county, and was reelected in 1848. During his
first term he served on the committee of education, and in
the second was placed on the committee of ways and means,
and upon banks, besides several special committees. The
House was strongly Democratic during the session of 1848 j

nevertheless Dr. Stubbs, by his plain and unassuming man
ners, made many friends and received numerous favors from
hi's polit,lcal opponents. During his service at Harrisburg,
variotls expedients were devised by different members of
the ways and means committee, to raise revenue to replenish
the State treasury, and at the same time not inerease the
taxes of the working classes of the commonwealth. Being
a member of the committee to devise means of revenue, he
suggested the propriety of taxing the sales and manufacture
of quack nostrums, which were then meeting with an im
mense sale throughout all parts of the State. For many
years he was well acquainted with the fact, that thousands of
dollars were made by charlatans, by imposing on the igno
rant in medical knowledge. All honest trades and profes
sions were taxed, but the manufacturer and vender of patent
medicines went free. Receiving the assurance of a majority
of the Legislature and the Governor, that to tax this class
was just, he consulted with some of the learned of the pro
fession and drew up a bill, which became a law. Its passage
created a unanimous protest on behalf of all the semi.
medical men, quacks and medicine venders in the State, and
the vengeance of the whole fraternity was threatened against
the author of the bill. In Lancaster county their influence
was brought to bear against him, but availed nothing.

While a me'mber of the Legislature, he took great interest
in all subjects pertaining to the education of the children of
the State, as well as to keeping up the standard of the pro
fession of which he became in early life a member. For
prof~ional services reudered to half of the legislative body,
he was presented with a handsome testimonial on behalf of
the members of both political parties. Having served the
customary two terms in the State Legislature, he returned to
his farm and continued the practice and instruction of stu
dents of medicine. During his professional career, seven
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young men read under his direction and graduated. Of
these only three survive. For several years previous to his
death, Dr. Stubbs had frequent paroxysms of disease, that
he was well aware would finally prove fatal. Nevertheless,
he continued to 'York and study to the last. On the 4th and
5th of July, 1862, he was attacked with angina pectoris, but
recovered and seemed to improve until the night of the 9th,
when he had a relapse and died on the morning of the 10th,
aged 58 years.

Dr. Stubbs was a member-by birthright-of the society
of Friends; but a few years after attaining manhood, by his
own request, ceased to be connected with that society.
No man was more familiar with the various tenets and doc
trines advanced and believed in by diflerent religious bodies.
He appreciated works of a theological and scientific nature,
was conversant with the scripture, especially those books
attributed to Job and Paul, which he considered to far exceed
the others in sublimity and literary excellence. In his opin
ion, the" Sermon on the Mount" with its golden rule, was
sufficient in itself unto salvation; and to believe in and prac
tice the truths there inculcated, was paramount to a blind
adherence to the creeds of Calvin or Luther.

With him the moral law was the basis of true religion,
and upon this he was willing to rest all hope of a peaceful
hereafter. To the theory and science of medicine he was
strongly devoted. A constant reader, he always kept pace
with the progress of the age, and was ready to avail himself
of all the recent discoveries in medicine and surgery,
never permitting a rernedy of value in alleviating human
suffering to escape his notice. His varied and extensive
reading on subjects appertaining to his profession, was at
tested by a valuab18 library of medical works.

Chirurgery, or that part of the science belonging properly
to the surgeon, he did not fancy. IIis sympathetic temper
ment forbade it. His province or forte was the duties per
taining to the physician. Few men were better versed in
etiology, or the causes of disea.se; and indiag nosis he had
few equals. To be familiar with disease sllfficient to enable
one to recognize it at all times, in its different phases, is one
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of the most <lifficult parts of the science. In this Dr. Stubbs
was an adept, and hence his skill and success in treatment.
'To him the path of Hippocrates, and the code of ethics of the
medical profession, were laws to be adhered to with a strict
ness bordering on Persian and Median tenacity. To violate
them, was a breach of professional honor not to be tolerated.

Quacks and medical pretenders of all descriptions met
with no encouragement at his hands. To younger members
of the profeS1sion, he was ever willing to render assistance and
,counsel. II] his business transactions he was exact. Start·
ing in life pOOf, with few friends, and an abundance of envi
ous relations, he made all he possessed. An honest, poor
man, never appealed to him in vain. To him he would ren
der needed assistance at all times. He kne~" what it was to
be poor and depend on others for aid. In his latter years
he often remarked, that it was a great source of consolation
to him to know that he had repaid all favors ever extended
to him, and to feel that he never knowingly took a cent of
anyone; and pecuniarily, he owed no man, living or dead.

STYER, DAVID, was elected County Commissioner in the
year 1849. !

SUM~1Y, AARON H., was elected a member of the Legis-
lature in the year 1868. -Y

SWARR, HIRA.}l B., was born March 9th, 1821, in Lon..
donderry township, Lebanon county, and is a descendant of
one of those early settlers of Lancaster county whom reli
gious perseclUtion drove from their native hornes. He was
educated in ~he common schools of his district, afterwards
went to Mr.13eck's academy at Litiz, and also to the academy
at G"ermantqwn. He was a student of the Abbeville Insti
tute, near Lancaster, for some time. Having finished his
education before his arrival at the age of sixteen, he entered
as accountaq.t in a large commercial house in Philadelphia,
of which SOrPetinle afterwards he became a partner, but with
a growing dislike for the mercantile business. Cherishing
rather a fondness for the excitements of political life, in
1844 he abandoned commercial pursuits, and entered as a
:student of law, the office of Geo. W. and Levi Kline, of
Lebanon, Pa., January 1st, 1845. He was admitted to the
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bar April 1st, 1847. His strong attachment for his ancestral
home, led him to select Lancaster as the place where he
should pursue his profession, and on the 1st of May, 1847,
he opened an office in Lancaster. Soon after coming to the
bar he became active in politics, and in 1853 was ehosen
chairman of the Democratic county committee, a position he
held upwards of ten years. He was a member of the Lan...
caster school board for a period of eight or ten years. Upon
the death of Henry M. Reigart, postmaster of Lancaster, in
the autumn of 1856 he was appointed postmaster in his
stead, and in 1857 reappointed by ~fr. Buchanan to the same
position, which he held during the four years of his admin
istration. Mr. S,varr has frequently been a delegate of his
party to State conventions, and "ras a delegate to the
national convention in 1856, when James Buchanan was
Dominated, and in this convention he acted a somewhat con
spicuous part, this being required of him as the representa
tive of the district in which the candidate for the Presidency
had his home. He was afterwards a delegate to the national
convention at Charleston, in 1860, and also, afterwards, at
the adjourned convention at Baltimore, in the same year.
He was in 1868 the candidate of the Democratic party for
Congress in Lancaster county. During all the time he has
been steadily engaged in the business of his profession, and
has always secured the confidence of a very considerable
and influential class of clients. He enjoyed the life..long
confidence of James Buchanan, and stood so high in his
estiInation as a legal practitioner as to be appointed by him
one of his executors, and also trustee for the execution of
several important trusts created by the will of the late ex
President.

S"\VIFT, JOSEPH, was born January 14th, 1760, and was
the progenitor of the Swift family of Lancaster county. His
father, Joseph Swift, was a merchant of Philadelphia, of
English descent, who was born June 24th, 1731, and died
December 26th, 1806. Joseph Swift, sr. and William 'Vest
purchased at sheriff's sale in 1772, the large farm of 374
acres, for £805, Pennsylvania currency, as the property of
Robert Fulton, father of the distinguished Robert Fulton,
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and the ~same upon which the latter was born. Joseph
Swift, jr., s~ttled upon the property so purchased, and was a
leading farn!ler in his day. His SOll, John W. Swift, yet owns
part of the old Fulton farm, and occupies the house in which
Robert Fulton was born.

T.

TAYLORI FAMILY.* Isaac Taylor, sr., was among the
early settlers of Lancaster county, and according to

his family tradition, was the son of Ohristopher Taylor,
who emigrated from England in 1682, and purchased 5000
acres of land from William Penn before his arrival in the
province of Pennsylvania. Penn'a Archives, voL L, p.41. He
was a member of William Penn's first council in 1682. Isaac
Taylor was' born soon after the arrival of his parents. He
was a surveyor, a n1agistrate, aud a member of the assembly
for the county of Ohester, prior to the year 1722. He was
arrested an~ imprisoned by the authorities of Maryland
while survJying lands near the Maryland line. Colonial
Records, vol. iii., p. 212. He was again appointed by the
Executive qouncil, in the y"'ear 1726, to be a justice of Ches
ter county. I He was also appointed by the council, in the
year 1718, dne of the commissioners to layout the old Phil
adelphia road fronl Conestoga to the Brandywine. He made
the original, surveys of a large portion of the land in the
eastern and ~outhern sections of Lancaster county. He SUf

veyed the dhristiana tract of 800 acres, in Sadsbury town..
ship, on the '27th of August, 1709, as appears by the records
of the Surveyor General's office. He was the original pat
entee of a tract of land directly in the Gap, partly in Salis
bury and part in Sadsbury. He erected the first stone house
at the Gap, about the year 1747, which was built three
stories high, and is standing to the present day. It is now
owned by George II. Rutter, and kept as a hotel. He was a
worthy and I serviceable member of the society of Friends,
and departed. this life at an advanced age, in the year 1756~

~:i-Contributedby Isaac Walker, of Sadsbury.

PA-Genealogy



OF LANCASTER COUNTY. 609

ISAAC TAYLOR, JR., son of Isaac Taylor, Sf., was united
in marriage in the year 1761 with Mary, the daughter of
Thomas Bulla, sr., of Chester county. He resided many
years at the residence of his father at the Gap, and was an
esteemed minister of the gospel in the society of Friendst

and served also as the clerk of the monthly meeting at old
Sadsbury.

JACOB TAYLOR, grandson of Isaac Taylor, Sf., was
appointed by the yearly meeting of Friends in Philadelphiat

about the year 1800, to superintend the civilization and
education of the Oattaraugus Indians, in western New York,
which office he filled with credit to himself and to the society
for about forty years.

A daughter of Isaac Taylor, Sf., was married about the
year 1745 to Nathaniel Newlin, of Ohester county, some of
whose descendants in the fifth generation are: Isaac Walker,
esq.; and Mary, the wife of Samuel Slokom, of Sadsbury;
Deborah, the wife of Henry Pownall, of Bart; and A~ahel

Walker, of Lamborntown, Chester county, and their de
scendants.

THOMPSON, ANDREW, was elected a member of the
Legislature in 1842.

u.
URBAN, LEWIS, was elected a member of the Legislature

in the year 1843.

v.
VARMANN, IIATTIL V.,*was born in Ireland, and was there

united in marriage with Abigail, the daughter of Wil
liam and Joan Sandwith, of Bellinauch, in the county of
Wexford, where he was held in good esteem as a serviceahIe
member of the church, from which place he emigrated (with
his wife) to this country, and settled in the township of Lea-

*Contl'ibuted by Isaac Walker, of Sadsbury.
43
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cock, in tHis county, in the year 1728, \vbere he purchased
600 acres of land, and a meeting of worship was authorized
by the society of Friends to be held at his house in the year
1732. H~ was on the first grand jury that was drawn for
Lancaster Icounty, and held various other public and private
trusts, being a man of good eaucation and possessed of rare
abilities. ,He was the first clerk of the monthly nleeting
held at S~dsbury. He left no sons, but a number of daugh
ters, who were intermarried into the most respectable fami
lies of Lancaster county, and their descendants are both
numerous 1 and highly respectable. He was the great grand
father of Judge Brinton, of Paradise. The old homestead,
near Souqersburg, is still owned by another of his great
grandsons, William Brinton, sr., of Sadsbury, in which
township a large number of his descendants of the fifth gen
eration n~w reside, including all that highly respectable
family of ithe Brintons, and a number of the Pownalls, the
Moores, and SOlne of the Ooopers, of Sadsbury.

VARNES, JOHN, was elected County Commissioner in
the year 1844.

VONDERSMITH, DANIEL, appointed Clerk of the Or
phans' Court in 1835.

VONDERSMITH, D. B., elected Associate Judge of the
several courts of Lancaster in 1851.

w.
lITADE, ANDREW, a citizen of Elizabethtown, was elected
" a member of the Legislature in the year 1849.

WALKER, ASAHEL, of Sadsbury township, was born
at the Valley Forge, in the year 1746. He was the
son of Isaac, and the grandson of Lewis Walker, who
emigrated from the principality of Wales, about the year
1700, and purchased a large tract of land from William
Penn at the Valley Forge, where, it was said, William Penn
visited him the following year. He erected a commodious
stone edifice thereon, at which a meeting of the society of
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Friends was established in the year 1713. The same house
was occupied by General Washington as his headquarters
during the Revolutionary war, and although it has under
gone repairs, it is standing as a part of the family mansion
at the present time, 1872. The land is now divided into
about ten farms, and is still held by his descendants. His
grandson, Asahel Walker, was united in marriage with Ann,
the daughter of the well-known James Moore, of Sadsbury,
in the year 1769, and afterwards purchased a tract of land in
~adsbury which had belonged to his father-in-law, and which
had been taken up by William Penn in the year 1700, while
on his visit at the Gap, and which he had surveyed oir for
his own use. At the age of 66 years, he divided his land
between his sons Isaac and Asahal, which is now owned and
occupied by his grandsons, Isaac and Asahel C. Walker.

After thus adjusting his telnporal matters, he retired from
the cares of the world and spent the remainder of his life
(over a quarter of a century), in promoting the cause of his
Divine Master, and became a worthy minister of the gospel
truths in the society of Friends. During no period of his
life did he seek public distinction; yet he had charge of
various important public and private trusts for members of
different religious persuasions, so that during his whole life
he was truly a worthy and faithful member of the society,
so that he may be classed with the good, and remembered
with the just. He departed his well spent life in the year
1838, in the 9Sd year of his age.

His descendants are still numerous and respectable. Be
sides the Walkers are included some of the Moores, Pown
elJs, Coopers, Linvilles, Ellmakers, Dillers, \'Vorsts, Hersheys,
Mrs. Pusey Barnard, Mrs. Mary L. Roberts, of Texas, the
Sprouls, Heustons, and some of that ancient and highly re
spectable family of the Trouts, of the township of Bart. His
youngest living grandson is the well·known Joseph C.
Walker, esq., of the Gap, who was married in the year 1856
to Lucy H., daughter of Esaias and Sarah Ellmaker, of Earl
township.

WALKER, CAPTAIN JOSEPH, of Sadsbury, was the son of
John Walker ~yho emigrated from Wales, and who was the
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original p~rchaser of a tract 'of land called the Avondale
farln, in the year 1743. Captain Joseph v'lalker was a
serviceable man in the Revolutionary war. He was first en
gaged in transporting arms and ammunition for the Conti ..
nental ar~y. He afterwards raised a company of militia in
Sadsbury and Bart, of which company he was chosen captain,.
and was e~gaged in the service. Colonial Records, vol. xiv.,
p. 631. Dr. :rvlichener's History, p. 397. After the war he
was appointed one of the justices of the peace for Lancaster
county, which office he filled with credit for the space of
about twenty years. He also purchased and had patented
the farm ,called McI{eansville, novv owned by Adam Rutter.
The Avon8.ale farm is now owned by Josepll D. Pownall,
and by a recent survey and alteration of the line, this prop
el ty is now in Bart. The descendants of Joseph Walker
mostly restde in the southern parts of Lancaster county.

1vVALI{E R, ISAAC, was born in the year 1808, in Sads
bury township, Lancaster county. lie was for SOIne years
engaged in the mercantile business, but latterly has followed
agricultural pursuits. He is noted for his rare knowledge
of matters pertaining to the early settlement of Lancaster
and Uhester counties, and has written considerably of the
early local history of the southeastern section of the county.
He erected, in 1872, a monunlent over the Penn Spring, at
the Gap, in memory of the beneficent founder of the State
of Pennsylvania.

W ALLAOE, JOHN, was a member of the Legislature in
the year 1822.

lIsaac Walker is a son of Isaac and Deborah Walker, a grandson of
Asahel Walker, the first, of Sadsbury, and the great great-grandson of
Lewis Walker, at Valley Forge; and also the great great-grandson of
Andrew lVloore the first settler at Christiana and Penningtonville, and
who established the first meeting of the Friends at old Sadsbury in the
year 1724, a-p.d also of Jerenliah Starr, one of the first settlers of New
Garden, who 'was a prominent member of the Provincial Assembly in
1740, and of the well-known Guyon }liller, the first settler at Kennet
Square. lIe is also the great great-grandson of Isaac Taylor, the first,.
'who was a surveyor in the service of "~illiam Penn, and of his sons, pro-·
prietaries and governors of Penllsylvania; who made original surveys
of a large portion of the land in the eastern section of Lancaster
county and the western parts of Chester; who was also the original
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W ALTON, JOHN C., was elected a member of the Legis
lature in the years 1851 and 1852.

,"VARFEL, JACOB E., eldest son of John and ~Iaria

Warfel, was born July 21st, 1826. He early in life dis
played considerable talent for drawing and painting, so much
'so that SaIne of his work attracted the favorable attention of
that eminent artist, Thomas Sully, of Philadelphia, who
honored him with his friendship and gave him much valua
ble instruction. Mr. Warfel's prospects for honor and fame
were very flattering, when his health failed, and after a pro
tracted illness he died June 2d, 1855. He, however, had
executed a number of valuable portraits, which now adorn
the parlors of the fortunate possessors.

WARFEL, JOHN, was elected a rnember of the Legisla
ture in the year 1842.

WARFEL, JOHN B., second son of John and Maria War..
fel, was born in Paradise township, Lancaster county, Sep
tember 19th, 1830. In early life he worked at the blacksmith
trade. When twenty years of age he entered the Lewisburg
University, and remained there two years. After this he
taught public school, until the spring of 1854, when he com...
menced farming, and in connection therewitb the practice of
surveying and conveyancing. In 1855 he ,vas elected a
justice of the peace for Paradise to,vnship, and was reelected
in 1860. Be also served for several years as district super...
intendent of public schools. In 1863 he gave up farming
and resigned his several positions, to take an appointment
in the pension office, at vVashington, D. O. In 1865 he
,entered Oolumbia college, as a law student, and graduated
purchaser of all the land in the Gap, and erected the first stone house at
that place, which is three stories high, and is standing and occupied at
the present tilne, (1872) ; and who ,vas also a Iuagistl'ate and a lnember of
the Provincial Assembly at different times, for the county of Chester
from 1705 up to 1723. Isaac Walker is also the great-grandson of Na
thaniel Newlin, v,rho was a Iuember of the convention which fralned the
old Constitution of Pennsylvania, and of .Toseph Dickinson, one of t\1e
early settlers of Pequea Valley, ,vho was joined in marriage ·with Eliza
beth, the daughter of Guyon Miller; also the great-grandson of the well
known James lVloore, of Sadsbury, who ellligrated from Ireland in the
year 1723, and erected a large mill on the Octoraro, below Christiana,
which is still standing and in use at the present thue.
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in the class of 1867. The same year he was admitted to
practice in; the supreme court of that city, and in the several
courts of Lancaster county. In .April, 1867, Mr. Warfel
received t4e appointment of Assessor of Internal Revenue
for the 9thJ Pennsylvania district, (Lancaster county), which
position he continued to fill until removed, May 1st, 1869.
The same year he was elected State Senator, receiving the
largest popular vote of any candidate voted for at that
election.

WARFEL, JOHN, son of Jacob and Mary Warfel, grand
son of Henry and Margaret Warfel, and great-grandson of
George vVarfel, one of the earliest settlers in Martie town
ship, and from whom, it is believed, all of the name in Lan
caster county have descended, was born in Strasburg (now
Paradise) township, March 22d, 1788. His father died in
1810, and his mother afterwards rnarried Henry Gara, from
which con~ection H. S. Gara, esq., of Lancaster city, and the
Han. Isaa~ B. Gara, of Erie, Pennsylvania, were offspring.
John \Varfel married Maria Eshleman, daughter of Jacob
Eshleman, of Paradise township. He was appointed recorder
of deeds for Lancaster county in 1836, by Governor Joseph
Ritner, and held that position for three years. He died May
25th, 1846.

V\TATSON, NATHANIEL, was elected a member of the
State Senate in the year 1810.

WEAVER, PROF. ELIAS B., was born in East Earl town
ship, Lancaster county, February 1st, 1831. He is of Ger
man Mennonite ancestry, his father being Jonathan Weavert

a plain an~ unassuming farmer of his district. The subject
of our sketch attended school taught by his cousin, John B..
Good,l to whose suggestions it was chiefly owing that he early
became animated with a thirst for learniNg. His father,.
having no idea of the advantages of education, did not favor
anything in this direction, and he was instructed by his
cousin in Jome of the advanced branches after the dismissal
of the rest of the school, as a public prejudice existed

1 John B. Good, esq., is now a member of the Lancaster bar, whose
high sense of honor and scrupulous observance of his word are marked
characteristics.
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against the study of such. This even was shared by his
father. But the industrious boy had the capacity, and with
application (which he possessed in a remarkable degree) he
made rapid progress and soon laid the foundation of a good
English education. By the time he attained the age of
eighteen or nineteen he made application to become the
teacher of the same school in which lle had obtained his
instruction, and was successful. He continued teaching for
several years, and expended considerable of his money so
earned in the purchase of books, and thus laid the foundation
of a library. Having made the acquaintance of J. P. Wick
ersham, at the first "Teachers' Institute," held in Fulton
Hall, in January, 1853, he attended during the following
summer as a student at the Marietta academy, then taught
by the last named gentleman. After attending at this insti.
tution for some sessions, Mr. Weaver was chosen principal of
the high school of New Holland, where he taught for some
time. In 1855 he attended the first session at the Normal
Institute, at Millersville, and in the spring of 1856 was
elected assistant professor of mathenlatics in the Normal
School at Millersville, then permanently established. This
position he filled up till 1859, when he was elected professor
of natural sciences in the same institution. 'rhis office he
held up to the period of his death, which event occurred
August 6th, 1863.

As a general scholar, Prof. Weaver had few superiors
among the men of his years. He was able to read Latin,
French and German, and had also acquired some knowledge
of Greek. He was particularly at home in the German, and
had read considerably of its classic literature; he had even
essayed some translations of portions of celebrated GerInan
authors. But it was in mathematics that he especially
excelled. Fe\v men in our country understood mathematic3
better than he, or could solve more abstruse problems. As
a teacher before his classes, he ranked amongst the most
solid. Having clear ideas hirnself, he insisted upon his
pupils acquiring a similar knowledge, and few teachers have
been able to send forth students better versed in the branches
of his department. He did not confine himself in his illus-
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trations to the simple text-books, but was fertile in the pre
sentation <1>f anything that would in any wise make the
subject of the lesson clearer to the apprehension of his pupils.
He was ever himself a diligent student, and when he dis
covered anything new to his own tnind, he was anxious to
impart the same to his pupils. With his scholars be was
ever a great favorite. His early denlise was greatly lamented
by the students and teachers of the institution in which he
had so faithfully served as an instructor.

WEBB, JAMES, was a member of the Legislature 1 in the
years 1747,1748,1750,1755,1756,1757,1758,1759, 1760,
1761,1762,1764, 1765,17661 1767,1768,1769, 1772,1773,
1774,1775 and 1777.

WEBB, WILLIAM, was a member of the Legislature In
"i'he years 1790,2 1805 and 1806.

WELSH, GENERAL fJ.'HOMAS, was for years a resident of
Columbia, Lancaster county, Pat He enlisted for and served
with distinction in the war with Mexico. Upon the break
ing out of the rebellion, he was among the ,very first who
responded to the call of the President. He raised a company
in the neighborhood of Oolumbia and was chosen captain of
the same, and upon the organization of the regiment (the
2d Pennsylvania volunteers of the three months service) was
elected lieutenant coloneL At the close of this service he
again .entered the field and was appointed colonel of the 45th
regiment. 'Thisregirnent was assigned to General Burnside's
department

f
and took part in all the brilliant engagements

of the campaign. In the engagements of South Mountain
and Antietam, he comnlanded a brigade and displayed re
markable abilities for comlnand on both these fiercely con
tested batt]~e fields. 'ro him has been accredited the honor
of having turned the fortunes of the day at South Mountain.
His soldierll qualities commended him to the attention of

1 From the settlement of Pennsylvania up to the adoption of the con
'Stitution of 1789, the Legislatnre of the State was entitled the General
Assenlbly. l

2 It is to be . onle in mind that in enumerating offices held by indi
viduals sketclled in this work, the year of their election is generally
given instead of that of their service.
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General Burnside, and at his eager suggestion, as well as
that of General Wilcox, he was appointed a brigadier general
by President Lincoln. He was transferred to the west, his
brigade accompanying him. lIe died at Cincinnati, August
14th, 1863. He proved himself a thorough soldier in every
military position he occupied, and his promotion was one
richly merited.

'~VHITE, HENRY M., was elected a Inember of the Legis...
lature in the year 1860.

WHITE, WILLIAM, was elected sheriff of Lancaster
county in the year 1824.

WHITEHILL, JA.MES, son of John Whitehill, was a
member of the Legislature ill the year 1793. He served as
a member of Oongress from 1813 till 1814, when he resigned.
He ~was a merchant of Strasburg, and a nlan of ITluch in
fluence in the community. He also presided for a time as
associate judge of the courts of Lancaster county. He was
reelected to the Legislature in 1831.

'WHITEHILL, JOHN, a citizen of Salisbury township, and
a leading and influential man in his day. He was descended
from Scotch-Irish ancestry. He was a member of the
Legislature in the years 1780, 1781 and 1782. He also
presided as associate judge of the courts Gf the county. He
served two terms in Congress,· from 1803 until 1807; he
was again reelected to the Legislature in the 1809.

WHITEHILL, JOHN, jr., was elected county commis
sioner in the year 1801.

WHITELOOK, ISAAC, was a member of the Legislature
in the year 1772.

WHITESIDE, JOHN, a leading citizen of Lancaster county
for many years. He ,vas an influential Democrat, and was
.elected a member of the Legislature in the years 1810 and
1811. IIe served .In the national Congress from 1815 till
1819. In 1821 he ,vas appointed register of wills, which posi
tion he held for some time. In 1825 he was again reelected
to a seat in the Legislature. He owned and kept the Foun
tain Inn, in South Queen street, which for many years ,vas
the Democratic headquarters.
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WHITESIDE, WILLIAM, son of John Whiteside, a mem
ber of the Lancaster bar, was appointed Register of Wills
in 1830, an office he held for six years.

WHITSON, GEORGE, was elected Recorder of Lancaster
county in 1860. In 1870 he was elected to the House of
Representatives of Pennsylvania.

WICKERSHAM, PROl!-'ESSOR JAMES P., State Superin
tendent of public schools of Pennsylvania, was born in Ches
ter county, where his ancestry have resided since the first
settlement of that section of the State. OUf subject was
placed at school at an early age, and from a boy ,vas noted for
the rapid progress he made in his studies. After attaining a
somewhat thorough kno\vledge of the rudimentary branches
of study, he entered the Unionville Acaderny of Chester
county, where he remained during six sessions. In this time
he studied imathematics, natural science and history, as like
wise the French and Latin languages. He now inclined in
his mind to study a profession, but this not meeting the
approbation of his father, the latter gave him the choice
either to assist him upon his farm, or for the future to carve
his course by the dint of his own exertions. The latter
alternative was accepted, and shortly afterwards he engaged
himself aSi an assista:nt teacher in the same institution in
which he had pursued his -studies, and for no other salary
than the instruction he should receive. The following win
~er of 1841-42, he taught a country school at twenty dollars
per month, and then returned to school himself, and thus he
continued alternately teaQhing and studying until the year
1845, when he became principal of the ~larietta Academy,
Lancaster county, Pa. This position he obtained when but
twenty years of age, and continued to perform the duties
thereof fOT the period of nine years. In the year 1848 he
married a daughter of Dr. Isaac Taylor, or Chester county.
In 1854 he was elected the first County Superintendent of
common ~chools of Lancaster county, and because he de
clined serving for less, received five hundred dollars more
than any other superintendent in PennsyIvania. He imme
diately entered with great zeal into the work of elevating the
schools of, the county up to a higher standard of perfection.
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Coming to perceive the advantages resulting from the asso
ciation of teachers together in county institutes then budding
into notice, he conceived the idea of enlarging this plan of
teaching, and proposed to give instruction of this charac
ter for a period of some months at the Millersville Academy,
then taught by M. L. Hobbes. This may some\vhat be re
garded as one of the inceptive steps which led to the estab
lishment of the Normal school at this place. The move
ment thus inaugurated was steadily onward, and was gather
ing strength in its course, and in 1856 Professor Stoddard,
the first President of the institution, was released from his
charge, and J. P. Wickersham, our subject, chosen to suc
ceed him as head of the first Normal school of Pennsylvania.
He thereupon resigned his position as Superintendent of the
schools of Lancaster county, and vigorously entered upon
the discharge of his duties as President of the new Normal
Pennsylvania college. This post he filled with efficieucyup,
to the year 1866, when he resigned with the view of making'
a trip to Europe. Circumstances interposing, and his visit
to the old world being delayed, he was in the meantime ten
dered by Governor Curtin, the position of State Superin
tendent of co·mmon schools, a position he accepted. He was
again reappointed by Governor Geary, and his second con
firmation by the Senate was unanimous, everyone of the
thirty-three Senators voting in his favor. This position he
has continued to hold up to the present time.

During Prof. Wickersham's presidency of the Millersville
Normal School he issued two volumes: one on "School
Economy," and the other on "Methods of Instruction." The
former of these was, in the year 1870, translated by the
government of the Argentine Republic into the Spanish Ian..
guage, and established as a text·book in the schools of that
Spanish republic. He was from the earliest inauguration of
teachers' institutes one of the warm friends of this system
of impart.ing instruction, and but few educators in the coun
try have attended more of these and other meetings of like
character. He has for years been recognized as standing
amongst the prominent American educators, and at their
county, State and national assemblages he has been repeat-
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edly honored by them with positions of rank and distinction.
In 1868 he received the distinguished consideration of being
invited by Sarmiento, president of the Argentine Republic,
to a position in his cabinet, to have charge of the educa...
tional interests of that country. This, however, he declined
.accepting.

Prof. \Vi~ker8ham has ever been an industrious and inde
fatigable laborer in the cause of general education, and has
been in the habit of writing considerably for magazines and
newspapers, articles chiefly of an educational character. He·
has fine comnland of the English language, and pens an
article in beautiful and rounded sentences, difficult to be ex
.celled. HE1 is, in short, a fine writer. As soon as he (as a
partner,) came into possession of the Pennsylvan£a School
Journal, in 1870, the improvement was immediately visible
It rose to a scholarly rank at once, and has maintained this
grade up to the present. At the last commencement of
Lafayette college, Pennsylvania, the title of L.L.D. was con
ferred upon hirn.

WILEY, JOHN E., elected a member of the Legislature
in the rears 1869 and 1870.

WILEY, WILLIAM B., is one of the leading aldermen of
Lancaster city, having filled this position from February,
1858. When young he learned the printing business with
Thomas Feran, and in 1845 became publisher of the Lan
.caster Dem~crat, till he sold out to J. Forsyth Carter. From
1851 till October, 1855, he published the Lancasterian,
which he sold to George Sanderson. Ile was the printer of
the Pe'nnsylvania School Journal from 1852 up to 1869, and in
,June of this latter year he began the publication of the Lan
,caster Ba1\ Mr. Wiley is endowed \vith considerable native
-capacity, entertains very liberal and enlarged sentiments of
men and things, and possesses rare shrewdness and business
sagacity.

WILSON, JOHN, was born in Amity to\vnship, Berks
county, on 21st August, A. D. 1792. He died at Reams
town, Lancaster county, on the 28th day of October, A. D.
1854. On his mother's side, whose maiden name was Dehart,
he was a descendant of the "Boone" farnily, to vvhich,
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"Daniel," the pioneer of Kentucky, gave celebrity. The
subject of this sketch emigrated to Reanlstown in the year
1814 or 1815, where he resided until his death. With no
advantages of an early education, by industry he mastered
most of the branches of a polite education. He was one of
the first, if not the first, who opened an exclusively English
school, and taught ,vith great success for many years, not
only school children, but young men and women, residing
in that then almost entirely German region. In the year
1825 he was commissioned a justice of the peace by Gov
ernor Shulze, and at the same time commenced surveying
and scrivening in all its branches, which he followed with
success till his death. He, in addition, held many commis
sions of honor and trust from the Governors of Pennsylva
nia. He left a large farnily. He lies buried in the grave
yard connected ,vith the Reamstown Reformed and Lutheran
church. William R. ",Vilson, son of the above, is a well
read and able attorney of the Lancaster bar:

WILLIAMS FAl\IILY. Robert, John and Thomas Wil
liams, three brothers, were among the early and respectable'
settlers of Sadsbury township. They emigrated to this·
country 'when quite young, (whether with their mother is
not fully known.) They were enterprising, industrious, and
honorable young men. Robert and John Williams pur
chased about 500 acres of land in the year 1740, about
one mile south of the Gap, from William Fishbourne,
who bad been appointed a member of Governor Gordon's
Council in 1726. They were members of the old Presbyte
rian church at Octoraro. They divided the tract of land
between them (Robert and John.) Robert afterwards pur
chased part of the Obristiana tract, (known afterwards as the
Murray property), and now owned by Lindley Brown, esq.,
for his brother Thomas, who was killed by a wild bear.
JOH~ \VILLIAl\lS built the old stone residence which is

standing to the present day on the land of A. O. Walker, and
which was afterwards the rendevous of the Doans and other
notorious characters during the last years of the Revolution.
He also built the old house, near the present residence of Isaac
Walker, of Sadsbury township, which was afterwards the
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residence of James Knox said to be the grandfather of
James K. Polk, President of the United States. John Wil
liams died lin the year 1747, and his tombstone bears the
oldest date in the Presbyterian burying.ground at Octoraro.
He left a widow and an only daughter, who was married to
James Dufl~ and in the year 1759 they sold their property to
-James Moore and removed to Virginia.

ROBERT WILLIAMS retained his part of the land, in addi
tion to which his son Robert purchased near 200 acres, that
on which s~ood the ancient village of the Shawana Indians,
the remain, of which can be seen to the present day. His
,son, Robert Williams, jr., was married about the year 1765
to Grace, daughter of John Bell, of Colerain, and sister of
Col. Patterson Bell and 11ontgomery Bell, of Tennessee.
She was also the sister of John Bell, jr., said to be the father
of John Bell, Senator of the United States, who removed to
Davidson county, Tennessee. .After the decease of Robert
Williams, jr., and about the year 1792, was sold on his
premises, the last African slave that was ever sold at public
outcry in Sadsbury township, being a young female slave.
She was exposed for sale in the barn-yard along with the stock
cattle, and was purchased by Thomas Henderson, esg., for the
sum of £5Q, and remained a faithful servant for Mrs. Hender
son during!the remainder of her life. The Williams family
were among the first considerable money lenders of Sadsbury.
Robert Williams, Sf., held an obligation against Isaac
Taylor, sr.,1 about the middle of the last century for £200,
and vario~s other obligations on different persons. His
grandson, ~he late John Williams, sr., secured a large dis
tributive share out of the estate of his uncle Montgomery
Bell, of the State of Tennessee, shortly before the late civil
war, through the perseverance and assiduity of his friend
and relative (grand nephew), John B. Livingston, esq., a
member of the Lancaster bar. The Williams falnily have
been noted

i
for their honesty and consistent integrity in the

communitj for one hundred and thirty years. James and
,Zachariah B. Williams, the great great-grandsons of Robert
Williams, sr., are the present holders of the land, and reside
-on the property.
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WITMER, ABRAHAM, was a member of the Legislature
in the year 1791.

WITMER, DANIEL W., was elected a member of the
Legislature in the years 1848 and 1854.

WITMER, JOHN, was elected cOlnmissioner of Lancaster
county in the year 1847.

WITHERS, GEOR,GE, brother of Michael Withers, was
a lieutenant in the Revolutionary army. He was born Sep
tember 14th, 1747, and died 1Iay 23d, 1811. lIe was a farmer
of Strasburg township. He left t\VO sons and two daughters.
Michael and George Withers, of Lancaster, are his sons.

WITHERS, GEORGE, a member of the Legislature in the
year 1820, was born in West Earl township, in 1769, and
died in 1829. His father was named George. He Inoved to
near Reamstown when a young man, where he accumulated
considerable property, yet in possession of his son, Curtis
Withers. He was a man of considerable knovvledge, and
remarkable for his business talent. He had three sons,
Curtis, John and George.

WITHERS, GEORGE B., a grandson of John Withers,
read law and was admitted to the bar in 1822. He was a
man of ability, and once held the office of prothonotary of
Lancaster county. He was the Democratic candidate for the
same office in 1839, in opposition to Zephaniah McLenegan.

WITHERS, JOHN, was a captain in Col. Jobn Ferree's
battalion, during the Revolution, and also a farmer of Stras
burg township. He was born December 24th, 1729, and
died Dea.ember 24th, 1813.

WITHERS, MICHAEL,! was born March 4th, 1733. He
was a gunsmith, and was employed by the government to
manufacture rifles for the American army in the Revolution.
He Iived in Strasburg township. He was a man of influence
and standing. He died August 18th, 1821.

WOOD, DAY, elected a member of the Legislature in the
years 1864 and 1865. He died whilst serving as a legislator.

1 It was chiefly through the instrumentality of Michael and George
Withers that St. Michael's Lutheran church, in the borough of Stras
burg, was built. They also furnished the said church with an orga~

it being among the first procured for churches in Lancaster county•.
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WORK, ~OSEPH, a member of the Legislature in the years
1783,1785,11786,1787,1790,1'791 and 1792.

WORLEY, NATHAN, was born in Ohio, March 1st, 1819.
He was. early thrown with but a limited education entirely
upon his own resources. In November, 1846, he removed
frOln ()bio to 1VIanheim, in Lancaster county, where he en
gaged in the mercantile business, an occupation he had fol
lowed for tern yea;s previous. He has not grown rich, but
has succeeded well as a merchant. About the year 1859
the question: of building a railroad from Reading to Oolumbia
was first proposed. Mr. Worley at once conceived the idea
that 1Ianheim should have the benefit of said road, although
it was at least three rnilesnorth of the natural route. lIe took
hold with a I determination, alld his conception was made a
success. T'he people of the borough and neighborhood are
now enjoying the benefits of his ideas put in practice. He
was elected a Inernber of the Legislature in the fall of 1861,
and served one session. He is engaged in the mercantile
business in Manheirrl.

WO.RRALL, PET'ER, was a member of the Legislature in
the years 17*7, 1748, 1749,1751,1752,1753 and 1754.

WORTH~ WILLIAM 0., was elected County Commmis
sioner in the year 1854.

WRIGHT, JAM:ES, was a member of the Legislature in
the years 1745,1746, 1749, 1750, 1751, 1752, 1753, 1754,
1755,1756,1757,1758,1759, 1760,1761,1762,1763,1764,
1765, 1766, 1767, 1768 and 1770.

,VRIGHT, JA:MES, jr., a member of the Legislature in
the years 1821 and 1822.

"\VRIGFlT\ JOHN, was one of the three first settlers who
took up and 'settled the district where Oolumbia, in Lancas
ter county, now stands. He was born in England, and emi
grated to Pennsylvania, settling :first in Ohester county, and
after\vards rnafle his way to Lancaster countYo He was a
Quaker by persuasion, and one of the active and enterprising
nlen of his day. His name is intimately associated with all
the earlier transactions of the county's history. He was a
justice of the peace, and was the Qhief presiding magistrate
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of the justices' courts of the county for many years. He was
one of the leading citizens who participated actively in see
curing the erection of Lancaster into a separate county, and
to himself was the honor accorded of giving the name to
the new county. It was named by him from his native
county in England. H~ was one of the first members
elected from the new county to the gen.eral assembly in
1729. He was afterwards elected in the years 1730, 1733',
1734,1737,1738,1739,1740,1741, 1742, 1743, 1744, 1745~

1746,1747 and 1748. His descendants are yet numerous
in the county.

WYLIE, STUA.RT A., was born in Lancaster city, January
25th,1840. His father, David Wylie, was an humble c00per,
who traced bis descent from Scotch-Irish aJdcestry. Stuart
A. was sent by his parents to the free schools of Lancaster,
and being a boy of remarkable brightness, he far outstrip.
ped all his classmates in his studies, and graduated at the
Lancaster high school at the early age of sixteen. Having
taught school for a short time with great success, he next
entered as an apprentice the Inland Da£ly T£mes office, and
worked at case for a few months. In the meantime attention
was attracted towards some articles written by him for the
paper, and he was soon thereafter assigned the position of
local reporter, which he filled for about two years. In this
position he showed remarkable capacity, and was frequently
complimented for his reports, and ,vas on several occasions
the recipient of handsome testimonials in appreciation of
articles penned by him for the paper. On January 1st, 1859,
S. A. Wylie & Co. began the publication of the Inquirer as
a, weekly paper, and afterwards consolidated therewith the
Amer£can .Press and Republican, purchased of Jacob Myets.
In 1860 Mr. Wylie became sole proprietor of the enterprise,
and from July 7th, t1862, until February 13th, 1864, issued
likewise a Da~'ly Inquirer. In 1861 he married Mary
Amanda, a daughter of George Brubaker, esq. In 1868 he
associated with him ]:alwood Griest, and the firm continued
the publication of the Inquirer up to the period of his death,
June 12th, 1872.

In 1868 Mr. Wylie erected the largest printing establish
44

•
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ment 1 ev.~r built in Lancaster, began business therein in
:February, 1869, and continued increasing and enlarging the
~ame up t111 the day of his death.

Mr. Wylie was a rernarkable man. As a business
<organizer and conductor, he ranked amongst those who are
able to eolipse all their comrades and place themselves in
the front ,eolunl11 of the men of their epoch. In no sense
did his c~pacities belong to an ordinary grade. He was
extraordiI~ary in every particular. He had a wonderful
intuitive ltnowledge of men of all grades, and could measure
almost at ,a glance anyone with whom he came in contact,
and assig~ their respective adaptabilities. As a writer, he
wielded ~' ready pen; and as a speaker, he was able, upon
any occas~on, to acquit himself handsomely before an assem
blage in a neat, appropriate speech that might seem to a
stranger ~ studied production. In every particular, indeed,
he exhib,ted rare ability. IIe could run the complicated
financial machine of his vast business better than any sub
ordinate, could attend to all the outside details, could canvass
for business, as were this his allotted sphere, could make

I The Inquirer printing and binding establishment, erected in 1868,
inaugurated in Lancaster, in the department of printing, a movement of
activity not before witnessed in the State outside of Philadelphia, and
equaled in ]put few places in that city. The idea of this mammoth enter
prise was a, conception of S. A. 'Vylie alone, and had time been spared
him be wO\J.ld, in all probability, have rivaled almost the printing and
publishing depots of Leipsic. Such was his alnbition. I-lis establishment
employs in its different departments about, on an average, one hundred
and sixt.y hands, and turns out an imluense alnount of work obtained
from New York, Philadelphia, Boston, Baltimore, Chicago, New Or
leans, and numerous other places. A.bout nine weekly newspapers and
twenty monthly periodicals issue from the establishment, besides mil
lions of pamphlet publications, that are printed and put up for gratui
tous or advertising circulation. The printing of books for Philadelphia
and New York houses has already become an important feature of the
concern. ~welve steam presses are kept n@arly all the time in active

I operation, frequently running day and night. Often double sets of
hands are employed. The system of stereotyping was introduced but a
short time before the death of ~Ir. Wylie, and is now regularly prose
cuted, the first of this branch of business ever established in Lancaster.
The different departments of business are all regularly systematized, a
foreman being placed over each, and those selctec1 for the various posi
tions were chosen with reference to their respective proficiencies in their
several specialties.
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,estimates for contracts from $5.00 to $10,000 with amazing
dexterity, and could, if need required, throw off his coat and
equal if not surpass in the amount of work dispatched any
employee in his service. He had a complete and accurate
knowledge of the Illost minute detail s relating to the manage
ment, and execution of his vast and complicated printing and
binding establishment, an enterprise of which, whilst living,
he was the entire Boul and manager. He was, in short, all
combined, the most enterprising, successful, and intellectual
business man of his yea:os that the old inland city has ever
yet produced.

lVIr. Wylie as a citizen, was worthy of imitation. He
,vas genial and bland, always in a good humor, and wore a
smiling face for all. He was very affable and talkative, and
no man ever saw him moody or rnorose. To all his em
ployees he was ever courteous and kind, yet the proprietor's
~ttitudewas uniformly 0 bserved, forbidding undue familiarity.
If occasion required, a sternness perelnptorily demanded
observance of duty, and quelled all indications of disobedi
ence, or dismissal immediately followed. As a man, he was
charitable and humane, and ready to extend a favor to any
worthy object.

Y.
"\TEATES, JASPER,1 was the most eminent law:yer in Lancas
1- ter before the period of the Arnerican Revolution. He

was admitted to the bar in the year 1765. He took a very
active part in all matters relating to the difficulties between
the mother country and her American colonies, and was an
ardent advocate of the Whig cause. He was one of the
delegates from Lancaster county to the convention of 1787
which ratified, on the part of Pennsylvania, the Federal Con-

IJasper Yeates, wit. Edward Shippen, and Smith, the three judges of
the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, were, in 1805, impeached before the
Senate of Pennsylvania, but acquitted.

•
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stitution. The other delegates from the county, were: Ste

phen Ch~mbers, Robert Coleman, Sebastian Graff, John
Hubley and John WhitehilL He was oBe ofthe committee of
three with Thomas McKean and Judge Wilson who re
ported the form of the ratification, which is in these words:
"In the riame of the people of Pennsylvania, be it known
unto all men, that we, the delegates of the people of the com
monwealth of Pennsylvania in general convention assembled,
have assented to and ratified, and by ta.ese presents, do, in
the name, and by the authority of the said people, and for
ourselves; assent to and ratify the (foregoing) Constitution
for the -qnited States of America." In 1791 he was ap
pointed a judge of the Supreme Court of Pennsylvania, a
position he held with great credit during the remainder of
his life. ,One of the series of State Reports was prepared by
Judge Yeates, which confers great honor upon him as an
author an~ a la\vyer. He died March 13th, 1817, in the 73d
year of hiis age. lIe was possessed of a clear and vigorous
mind, and his opinions were bold. As a judge, he com
manded the highest respect and deference. His decisions

I from the bench were clear, decisive and strongly indicative
i of a profound knowledge of the constitution and laws of his
country. i As a man of business, he was one of the most
methodic:~l. With him everything had its time and place.
This trait was observable in all his transactions, whether
of a domestic or public nature. He was kind and affection
ate, of a cheerful and contented disposition, and correct and
engaging in his deportment. In all the social relations he
was truly amiable.

z.
ZAHM, GODFRIED, was born November 10th, 1787, in

Lancaster borough. When a young man be learned
cigar making, and afterwards brush making, which latter
business he carried on for upwards of fifty years. Mr. Zahm
began life in humble circumstances, and by economy, indus~

try and iPrightness he accumulated a handsome indepen.
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deuce and rose to the rank of the influential men of the day.
Just prior to the breaking out of the war of 1812, by the
advice of some friends, he invested largely in imported
bristles. The subsequent embargo greatly enhanced their
value, and this laid the foundation of his fortune. I-lis strict
integrity was early recognized, and before the incorporation
of Lancaster as a ~ity, having served as a collector, rio bond
was required of him. lIe was a member of the city coun
cils for many years. He served in common councils for a
time, and was a member of select council for twenty-three
years, and during all this time was chairman· of the finance
committee, a position for which, by the common consent of
all citizens of Lancaster, he was best qualified to fill. His
sagacious shrevvdneBs in financial matters earned for him the
sobriquet of "Old Talleyrand." He was for twenty years a
leading member of the school board. He was an early and
ardent friend of the free school system, and was one of the
first to advocate making the system compulsory upon non
accepting districts. He died universally esteemed and re
spected, March 9th, 1871.

ZAHM, MATHIAS, brother of Godfried Zahm, an aged and
respected citizen, has been court-crier for nearly forty years.
He was born August 17th, 1789.

ZEOHER, CHRISTIAN, SR., emigrated from Germany and
settled in Lancaster shortly after the close of the American
Revolution. He was a tailor by trade, but did not follow it
much after coming to Lancaster. lIe kept carts and llorses,
and by his industry secured a fair competence. He died
aged sixty-two years. He raised eight children, all yet liv
ing: Christian, Frederick, Jacob, David, Lewis, Christiana,
married to Brooks Campbell; Mary, married to James Camp
bell, and after his death to James Noble; and Catharine,
married to Charles NIcLaughlin. Christian Zecher has for
several years been the most industrious and efficient member
of the Lancaster school board. He has also been one of the
principal movers in the erection of the new market house,1 at
the corner of North Queen and Walnut streets.

IThe new market house is now being completed, and its cost, it is be
lieved, will reach $60,000.
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ZELLER, JOHN H., was elected Clerk of Quarter Ses'·
sions and IOyer and Terminer in 1863. In 1866 Jacob M.
Greider succeeded him in this office, and filled the same dur..
ing his term of three years.

ZIl\f1£ER11AN, HENRY, (Carpenter), the progenitor of
the nUlnerous Carpenter farnily of Lancaster county, was a
native of the canton of Derne, in S,vitzerland, and emigrated
to this cOljIntry about 1710. According to an old order of
William Penn, the names of all persons to whom grants of
land were made were Anglicised, and hence the name was
changed to that of Carpenter. Henry Zimmerman was
allo,ved to take possession of several hundred acres of land,
provided he went sixty miles west of Philadelphia. The
cause of his emigration ,,"'as repugnance to persecution, and
being a member of the German R'eformed church his friends
desired to force him to unite vvith those of their opinions in
persecuting others. This did not seem to him as accordant
with the spirit of christianity, and to escape this he resolved
upon coming to America. To detain him his friends medi
tated seizing his wife, and thus they thought to prevent his
going. She, however, resolved to follow her husband. He
accordingly, in secret, obtained a small boat and fixed it
upon the shore of the lake of the four cantons. They
awaited a favorable opportunity, and finally left thei~ home'
to escape, by means of the boat, forever from the land of
their birth. Henry armed himself, and not in vain, with a
sabre~ for they were attacked on the road by four hussars,
who wished to prevent their departure. Tradition says,
with Salome clinging to her husband for protection, he
successfully combated hjs four assailants, and succeeded in
escaping, both himself and 'Nife, in their little boat, to a more
hospitable shore. Henry Zimmerman \vas a carpenter by
trade, and going from S\vitzerland to England on his way to
America, he was presented with a large auger and other
tools by Queen A.nne, to enable him to carryon his trade in
Alnerica.

ZIM1fER~lAN,JOHN, ex..Mayor of the city of Lancaster,
was born March 22d, 1798, t\VO miles northvlest. of th~ city
of Lancaster. When he was about eight years of age his
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father moved to Columbia, and thence to Soudersburg, where
he died in 1813. In 1815 the subject of this notice came to
Lancaster and entered the store of John Landis, as clerk. In
1822 he marriedAnna M. Schaeffer, a sister of Judge Schaef.
fer, deceased. In 1828 he was elected a member of city
councils, and whilst a member moved the resolution to in
troduce water from the Conestoga into the city of Lancaster,
pumped into a reservoir by machinery. He was afterwards,
for a time, chairman of the water committee. He attended
the first meeting held for the purpose of introducing the
common school system into the schools of Lancaster. He
was a great friend of the measure. He was for abou.t 18
years a member of the School Board, 8 years of which he
acted as secretary. He was city treaSlarer for 8 or 9 years.
and in 1856 was elected Mayor of the city of Lancaster, and
reelected in 1857.
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ADDENDA.

*HERR, REV. CHRISTIAN, an eminent and successful
pastor and teacher in the Mennonite denomination of chris
tians, was born on the 31st day of October, 1780, on the
farm on which his son, Rev. Amos Herr, at present resides,
situated in what is now West Lampeter township, bordering
on Pequea creek. From this circumstance, and for the pur
pose of distinguishing him from others of the same name,
(as the Herr family had then become numerous in that
vicinity), his father, whose name was also Christian, either
assumed, or had conferred on him by the neighbors the appel
lation of Pequea Christian Herr; the son assumed the distinc..
tive appendage, and almost uniformly, except in private
correspondence, signed his name "Ohristian Herr, j r ., Pequea,"
until after the death of his father, when the junior was dis
carded, to be afterwards resumed by his son.

Tradition, which is fast becoming, if it has not already
become history, informs us that about the year 1710 or
1711, a colony of emigrants, from Switzerland, effected a
settlement on the north side of Pequea creek, which settle..
ment was subsequently included in the limits of Lampeter
township. These emigrants were mostly, if not all, members
of the Melinonite cburch. Amongst them was John Herr,
or as familiarly expressed in their native language, Hans
Herr, as their pastor and leader, who brought with him
five sons, who are the progenitors 0f the numerous and re·
spectable family of that name in the county of Lancaster,
many of whom still ov{n and reside on the lands originally
purchased from the proprietary government, by their ances
tors, more than one hundred and fifty years ago. Ohristian
Herr, the subject of this memoir, was one of the fourth
generation from the above narned lIans Herr. He had no
brother, but six sisters, five of whom were married and one
died single. He was brought up as a farmer, and received
no education but what was obtained at our common country
schools, which at best, in those days, was an imperfect know
ledge of reading, writing and common arithmetic. But being
of a sprightly disposition, and possessing an inquiring, con
templative turR of mind, and a retentive rneulory, by reading

* Contributed by Hon. John Strohm.
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and study 'he improved his intellectual po\vers, and acquired
a general knowledge of men and things superior to most
young men of his class and age, which enabled him to aid
and advise his neighbors and friends, who frequently con
sulted hi~ in regard to matters of business. He was often
employed In dra\ving instruments of \vriting in reference to
the dispos{tion of property, by agreement and by devise, and
in the setielnent of estates, and disputes and controversies
amongst n ighbors. These acquirements, connected with his
kindness f heart and amiable disposition, made him very
and deservedly popular amongst his associates and acquaint
ances. As an evidence of his good standing in the commu
nity in which he lived, it may be mentioned that, when yet a
young m~n he was elected, in 1812, one of the commis
sioners for his native county, the duties of which he dis
charged with fidelity and ability. Had his ambition
prompted him to aspire to worldly distinction he might have
attained to higher positions. He was urgently solicited to
accept a nomination for the Legislature, but refused. Politics
and statesmanship seemed uncongenial to his tastes, and he
withdrew from secular employments to exercise his talents
and his eniergies in a higher and nobler field of action.

About the year 1817 he became seriously impressed with
the sinfulness of man's natural condition, and the necessity
of a Redeenler's grace. On a careful and prayerful perusal
and study of the holy scriptures, and the elucidations thereof'
by learned and enlightened divines, he came to the conclu
sion that duty required him to connect hinlself with some
religious denomination; and by withdra\ving ftom and declin..
ing worldly honors, ,0 enlist himself as an humble follower of
his Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. After a deliberate
examination of the various creeds and professions that came
within his knowledge and presented themselves to his mind
at the time, none seemed to him more fully in accordance
with the teachings of the holy scriptures, which he conceived
to be the guide to all truth, than that in which he had been
instructed 'from his childhood, and in which his parents and
ancestors had been ,vorthv members and cornmunicants. In
accordance with these vIews and impressions, he and his
anliable and excellent wife became members of the Orthodox l

(or old) lVfennonite church. In this situation his Ineek and
exemplary deportment did not escape the notice of his asso
ciates, and as an evidence of their confidence in his sincerity,
uprightness of conduct and unaffected piety, he "vas appointed
an elder in the congregation with which he worshiped. Pur-

IThis word is used here to distinguish this denomination from those
who call themselves the Reformed (or new) Mennonite society.
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suing the even tenor of his way in a quiet and unobtrusive
manner, attending sedulously to the various duties required
of him, frequently visiting the sick and distressed, not only
amongst those \vho belonged to the same congregation, but
any who seemed to require his aid and advice, he performed
many good offices and received the sincere thanks of many
who profited by bis disinterested exertions. In adjusting diffi
culties and reconciling controversies between those who
ought to be friends, he was actively engaged, in which his
good sense and earnest and impressive rnanner rendered him
very useful; and many bard feelings and vexatious mis~

understandings were allayed and assuaged through his inter..
vention, and peace and harmony restored where distrust and
suspicion, and in some instances falsehood and malice, had
engendered discord and strife.

In the year 1835, as a further appreciation of his merits,.
he was, according to the rules and ordinances of the church
of which he wa.s a rnember, ordained a minister of the gospel.
This opened to him a wider field of action and usefulness,
and a corresponding increase of labor and fatigue. Be soon
obtained the reputation of being a fluent speaker, a sound,
logical reasoner, and a fervent, earnest proclairner of the
truths of the gospel. Many \vho for years had been apathetic
or lukewarm on the subject of religion, were awakened to a
just sense of their condition, and, as a cOl1sequence, a con
siderable accession was made to the church under his minis
tration. He could not be called eloquent, attempted no
flourishes of rhetoric) indulged in no flights of imagination,
but bis povter ley in the simple, unassuming, but fervent and
earnest manner in whicb he addressed his audience. Thist
together ,vith the knowledge of his blameless life and unim
peachable character, carried conviction to the hearts of his
hearers, when high sounding words, polished, elaborate sen..
tences, delivered in a pOInpous _and ostentatious style of
action, would have passed them by as "sounding brass or
tinkling cymbals." It now becam~ his duty to preach at
least one sermon on every Sabbath day, and not unfrequently
he was called on two or three times a vleek to preach funeral
sermons. In addition to those duties he had to give.a por..
tion of his time to visit the sick, so that his time was alrnost
constantly occupied in attending to those duties, leaving him
very little time in "'tvhich to attend to private business. In
1831 he had the misfortune to lose his wife, who had for
many years been the partner of his joys, and in sicl{ness and
sorrow his cornforter and supporter. 'llhe writer of this
article here claims the privilege of a slight digression, to pay
a tribute of respect to the memory of one for whom he
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entertained the highest regard. He remembers with grati
tude the many kindnesses he received at her hands. He
knew her well, saw her in rnany difficult and trying situa
tions, and never kne\v a lad.y of more equable temperament
and kind and obliging disposition. A loving and confiding
wife, she was a constant, unwavering friend, just and gener..
ous to her domestics and neighbors, and above all, a sincere
and devout christian. She was a daughter of Christian and
Barbara Forrer, of Uonestoga township.

Sorne years subsequent to the decease of his wife, his chil
dren being nearly all grown up and married, he gave up the
management of his fine estate to his sons and tool{ up his
residence with his eldest son, Benjamin; and having divested
hirnself as much as possible from all earthly cares, devoted
his time entirely to the duties of his calling. In the year
1840 he was elevated to the highest position recognized by
the church to which he belonged, that of bishop, successor
to Rev. Peter Eby, whose friendship and confidence he
shared, andiwith wholn he had traveled many miles in the
discharge of the duties incident to their positions. Here
again the area and extent of his labors were augnlented. It
becanle his duty to frequently visit other and sOlnetimes
,distant congregations, even beyond the limits of his native
county, and occasionally to other States. These labors, with
the pressure of ad vancing age, began to take effect on his,
not very robust constitution, and it was noticed by his
friends, and must have been felt and observed by himself,
that he ,vas beginning to sink under the accumulated pres
sure of age, infirmity, care and labor; but he conceived it to
be his duty! continue in the service of his Lord and Master,
and impellp by love to his fellow-men, for whose benefit
those labor and inconveniences were exerted and endured,
he traveled and preached, exhorted, counseled and advised,
as long as he ,vas able to move from place to place. ~Finally

his nervous; systern becarne relaxed, and he was scarce able
to walk; ev~n his speech was affected by nervous debility, and
it was sometimes difficult for him to give utterance to words
intended to convey his ideas. Under these circunlstances he
was compelled to refrain from public speaking, and for sev
eral years previous to his decease was unable to leave home;
yet he retained the faculties of his mind and conversed,
though not I without difficulty, V\rith such of his friends as
visited him.' He endured his affliction with constancy and
resignation, his only lanlent being that he could no longer
attend to his duties in the church. His dissolution took
place on the 23d day of June, 1853. His funeral was at
tended by a large nUlnber of friends and relatives, as also or
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neighbors and acquaintances, who deplored the loss of one so
highly gifted, and ,,,ho had been so eminently useful in his
sphere of life. He ,vas emphatically a man of peace. The
tenets of his religion were non~resistant,and condemned war
as sinful and not to be countenanced, aided or participated
in by any of its professors. These likewise prohibited any
of its members from engaging in any law·suit before the
legal tribunals of the country, but directed all difficulties
and controversies that might occur amongst the rnenlbers of
the society, to be referred to and adjusted by the brethren.
To the spirit of those principles he gave his full assent, and
so deeply was he imbued with the spirit of peace and con..
cord that he deprecated even colloquial controversey, especi
ally on the subject of religion, and avoided it as much as
possible. But when duty seemed to require an effort in that
direction, he was prompt and decided in maintaining his own
views, yet always liberal and courteous to an opponent.
Claiming the privilege of acting in accordance vvith the con..
victions of his own mind, he willing allowed to others the
sarne liberty; and, whilst he sURtained his own opinions
with energy and perspicuity, he never rashly condemned
others for entertaining a different opinion.

As a speaker he had a clear, agreeable voice, a good
enunciation, and spok:e deliberately, so as to be easily under..
stood. His language was suited to the capacity of his audi..
ence, being the common idiom of the German population of
Lancaster county, sometimes by way of elucidation inter..
spersed with a word or words derived from the English. He
was a sententious, forcible and logical speaker, which, with
the earnest and feeling manner in which his sermons were
delivered, rendered his preaching very effective. His style
and manner were persuasive rather than denunciatory; he
arnplified on the unbounded goodness of God to his finite
creatures, endeavored to awaken in their hearts a high sense
of gratitude and love to that beneficent being, but failed not
to warn them of the danger of persisting in disobedience to
His comnlands.

Having experienced the inconvenience of a defective
education, he felt anxious to give his children a better
opportunity to irnprove their 111inds than had fallen to
his lot in his youth. In the year 1815, not being able to
get a competent teacher in the neighboring school, he em..
ployed a private teacher at his dwelling house for the benefit
of his own children and those of SOIne of his nearest neigh:'
bors. Subsequently, he succeeded in getting a better
teacher in the neighboring school, and for many years took
an active part in promoting the cause of education. In the
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management of his farm he was industrious, judicious and
enterprising. By good judgment, industry, prudence
and care, h~ auglnented his paternal inheritance so as to leave
a fine estate to his children. J;Ie raised a family of six sons,
Benjamin, Elias, Christian, Joseph, AUlas and Daniel, all of
whom are 'married; a1?-d t\VO daughters, Maria, who was
intermarried with John Brackbill, and Ann, who was inter
married with John Herr, miller; all of whom reside in
the vicinity of ,vhere they were born, with the exception of
one daughter, Mrs. Brackbill, who is no"v dead. The sons
are all respectable and thrifty farmers, who venerate the
memory of their father, and evince a disposition to emulate
the virtuous example \vhich he left them; and what was
probabl~y most gratifying to him in his old age, his children
all becarne i members of the church in which he was so
long a pa~tor and leader. Two of them, Benjamin and
An1os, are preachers of the gospel; the former now occupy
ing the posItion that his father did during the last years of
his life, that of bishop in the Mennonite church.

Such wa~ the life and character of a man who in every
situation discharged his duty with fidelity. An affectionate
husband, a; kind and indulgent father, an obliging and
agreeable neighbor, a zealous and. effective preacher, and a
sincere and devout Christian.

HUBER, JACOB, elected Sheriff in 1848.

HUMES,: JAMES, elected Sheriff in 1809.

KLINE, GEORGE M., is one of the well-read and able at
torneys of ~he Lancaster bar. His mind is of an. analytical
order, and lie possesses the faculty of grasping legal q ues
tions and presenting thern with clearness before the court
and jury. Be has ever been a close student, and without
turning asi1e into political currents, has steadily devoted
hin1self to the pursuit of his profession.

MILLE~, DAVID, elected Sheriff in the year 1833.

MILLER~ HENRY, elected Register of Wills in the year
1842.

POWNALL, JOSEPH D., elected a member of the Legis-
lature in the years 1856 and 1857.

RHINE, MICHAEL, elected Sheriff in 1800.
SHUMAN, JACOB B., elected Commissioner in 1864.

STUART, GEORGE, elected a member of the Legislature
in the years 1730 and 1732.

WEIDMAN, GEORGE, elected Commissioner in 1807.
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ERRATA.

On page 7, line 13, the word Dr. to be omitted.
On page 25, lines first and second, instead of Quarter Sessions and Oyer

and Terminer, it should read Orphans' Court.
On page 39, line 9, instead of 1779 read 1799.
On page 115, John Buchanan was Commissioner in 1821, instead of

1824.
On page 117, in note, in line 22, instead of James read W m. Hopkins.
On page 147, James B. Co,vden was elected to the Legislature in 1850,

and not 1853.
On page 182, in line 2 from bottom, instead of Martha read lVlartin E.
On page 237, Daniel Good was elected Commissioner in 1857, instead

of 1854.
On page 285, line 9, instead of mother read grandmother.
On page 320, line 13, instead of three years read four years.
On page 333, instead of C. L. Kauffman read C. S. Kauffman.
On page 384, in line 3 from bottom, read motives instead of notions.
On page 395, line 10, instead of David ~iiller read John Miller.
On page 399, in foot note to James Moore, line 10, instead of 1708

:nead 1808.
On page 430, in sketch of William Noble, read 1833 instead of 1835.
On page 449, in line Ll., instead of 1858 read 1868.
On page 450, in line 5, instead of Salisbury read Sadsbury.
On page 501, instead of John read Jonathan H. Roland, and instead

of 1856 read 1857.
On page 561, in lines 12 and 13, instead of 186~ and 1868 read 1866

and 1867.
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