
Cora A. Graham (1869-1950) 

 

Cora A. 
i
 Graham was born December 8

th
 1869 

1
 to William Graham (1833-1908) 

2
 and Mary Oliver 

3
 or 

Mary Allewelt 
4
 in Shippensburg Pennsylvania.    

 

Cora was 25 years old when she married 21 year old William John Wennell on June 27
th

 1895 at her 

parent’s home 
5
 in Shippensburg Cumberland County Pennsylvania.  

6
   

 

William was born February 21
st
 1874 

7
 to George W. Wennell (1847-1875) 

8
 and Mary Anna Grimm in 

Harrisburg Pennsylvania.  William was a laborer and steam fitter, and we believe in 1894-1896 he was 

working in Shippensburg Cumberland County Pennsylvania. 
ii
  

 

In 1898 William lived at 106 Cowden Street in Harrisburg, and by 1900 Cora and William lived in the 

3
rd

 precinct at 31 Balm Street in Harrisburg, where William worked as a steam fitter at a local pipe 

works.  While living in this area, Cora attended the Methodist Episcopal Church, where she gave an 

offering of $.50.  
9
  By 1910 Cora and William was still living in the 3

rd
 precinct, but lived at 26 Bailey 

Street Harrisburg. 
10

   

 

Sometime prior to the 1910 census, Cora and William separated or divorced, and from 1912-1914 Cora 

lived with William’s mother, Mrs. Mary A. Wennell, at 26 Balm Street. From 1915-1916 Cora lived 

with a Mrs. Wennell and Cora’s daughter, Jean, at 28 North Summit Street.  While living there Jean was 

a clerk in a store. 
11

  

 

Shortly after 1916 Cora married John Edward Geistwhite, who was born March 5
th

 1874 to John H. 

Geistwhite and Rosey B. Fentzel in Pennsylvania.  
12

  John was a machinist working for a machine shop 

in York Pennsylvania.  

 

 John was first married to Minerva (Minnie) E. Smith on July 8
th

 1898. 
13

 Minnie was born 

September 2
nd

 1878.  She was 31 years old when she died June 7
th

 1910 in York Pennsylvania.  

She was laid to rest June 9
th

 1910 at the Green Mount Cemetery York Pennsylvania. 
14

  

FAG#88460031 
iii

 

 

 John Geistwhite and Minnie Smith had two children 

 

a. John Edward Geistwhite was born April 23
rd

 1901. He married Alfretta G. Musser, who 

was born July 6
th

 1902.  Alfretta died June 28
th

 1981 (FAG#13016302), and John was 88 

years old when he died February 19
th

 1990 (FAG#13016296) in Palmyra Dauphin 

County.  They were both laid to rest at the Hummelstown Cemetery located in 

Hummelstown Dauphin County Pennsylvania.   

 

John and Dorothy had two children: James E. Geistwhite and Dorothy G Lorenz.  
15

 

 

                                                 
i
 Another middle initial we’ve seen was “G.”. 

ii
 We have a photo with a group of men holding steam fitter tools, standing in front of a Shippensburg 

State College building. Cora Graham’s brother, William Graham, is in the photo, which was taken 

during the late 19
th

 century, at the time Shippensburg installed a steam heat plant.   
iii

 Find-A-Grave, FAG, is a web site for cemetery memorials, http://www.findagrave.com 



b. Lydia (Liddie) E. Geistwhite was born October 30
th

 1908. 
16

 She was 27 years old when 

she married 36 year old William Cawardin Russell July 2
nd

 1937 in Harrisburg Dauphin 

County. William was born June 11
th

 1901 to John J. Russell and Rosalia Temmons 
17

 in 

Columbia Lancaster County Pennsylvania.     

 

 John J. Russell was born 1856 to Thomas Russell and Bridget Kelly in Marietta 

Lancaster county Pennsylvania.  He married Rosalia Apnes Temmons, who was 

born February 12
th

 1872 at Mt. Rock Cumberland County Pennsylvania to 

Matthew Temmons of Ireland and Mary Will of Pennsylvania.   
18

 

 

 John died November 11
th

 1935 from a coronary embolism. He was laid to rest 

November 14
th

 1935 at the Saint Peters Roman Catholic Cemetery, 801 Old 

Chickies Hill Road, Columbia Lancaster County Pennsylvania.  FAG#143529605 

 

 Rosalia Apnes Semmons was 70 years old when she died October 12
th

 1942 while 

living at her home, 2026 North 6
th

 Street, in Harrisburg Pennsylvania. Rosalia was 

laid to rest October 15
th

 1942 in Conewago Township Dauphin County 

Pennsylvania.  Her daughter, Mary B. Russell lived with Rosalia, and was the 

informant on her death certificate. 
19

 

 

William died June 2
nd

 1959 from a coronary embolism, at his home, 2743 Herr Street 

Harrisburg.  He was laid to rest June 5
th

 1959 at the Holy Cross Cemetery in Harrisburg. 
20

  FAG#9296875  

 

Lydia died August 10
th

 2001, 
21

  and was laid to rest at the Hummelstown Cemetery 

located in Hummelstown Dauphin County Pennsylvania.  FAG#13016290 

 

 By 1920 Cora and John Geistwhite lived in the same home and 3
rd

 precinct of Harrisburg, as she did 

with her husband William Wennell; 38 Summit Street. With them are the John’s children, Edward and 

Liddie Geistwhite.  

 

By 1930 Cora and her husband John lived next door to her daughter Jean Wennel-Garrett.   

John Geistwhite was 56 years old when he died June 14
th

 1930 at his home on Summit Street in 

Penbrook Dauphin County Pennsylvania. He was laid to rest June 17
th

 1930, next to his first wife 

Minnie, at the Green Mount Cemetery
iv

 in York Pennsylvania. 
22

  FAG#143350489 

 

After John died Cora moved in with her daughter, Jean Garrett, and her family. 

 

Cora was 80 years old when she died June 24
th

 1950 while living at 27 Butler Street in Penbrook 

Dauphin County Pennsylvania. She was laid to rest June 28
th

 1950 in the Churchville Cemetery in 

Oberlin, Dauphin County Pennsylvania. 
23

   FAG#91866079 
v
 

 

Cora and John Geistwhite did not have any children together. 

 

 

 

                                                 
iv

 Green Mount Cemetery, 721 Carlisle Avenue, York, York County Pennsylvania 17404 
v
 Find-A-Grave, FAG, is a web site for cemetery memorials, http://www.findagrave.com 



Cora Graham and William Wennell had three children. 

 

i. Mary C. Wennell was born January 1896 in Harrisburg, Dauphin County Pennsylvania.  She 

died of Cholera on June 27
th

 1896. 
24

 We’re still locating her burial location. 
vi

  FAG# 

 

ii. Jean M. Wennell (1898-1949)  

 

iii. Lillian Ray Wennell was born March 1901 in Harrisburg.  She died August 4
th

 1901. 
25

 We’re 

still locating her burial location. 
vii

   FAG# 

 

 

Jean Margaret Wennell-Garrett (1898-1949)  

 

Jean M. Wennell was born March 24
th

 1898 in Harrisburg Dauphin County Pennsylvania. 
26

  Jean 

married Charles Sherman Garrett, 
27

 who was born 1897. 

 

Jean was 51 years old when she died June 13
th

 1949 in Harrisburg. She was laid to rest June 16
th

 1949 

with her husband in the Churchville Cemetery in Oberlin Dauphin County Pennsylvania. 
28

 

FAG#91866052   
viii

 

 

Sherman died in 1957. 
29

   FAG#91866042 

 

Jean and Sherman Garret had three children.  

 

i. Robert Keen Garrett was born June 29
th

 1918. 
30

 He was an insurance salesman living with his 

parents at 24 Butler Street in Penbrook, Harrisburg Pennsylvania.  

 

He was previously married, but divorced his wife on October 1
st
 1945.  

31
  He was 27 years old 

when he married his 2
nd

 wife, 23 year old Lucille Mae Poole on November 30
th

 1945 in 

Middletown Dauphin County Pennsylvania.  Lucy was born 1922 to Emory R. Poole and Sarah 

Wolf in Camp Hill Cumberland County.  At the time of her marriage she worked as a typist, and 

lived in New Cumberland. 
32

 

 

Robert died June 8
th

 2000 in Harrisburg Dauphin County Pennsylvania. 
33

 He was laid to rest at 

the Indiantown Gap National Cemetery located in Annville, Lebanon County Pennsylvania.  

FAG#16340633 

 

ii. Unnamed Male Garrett was 5 ½ month stillborn on April 16
th

 1925 in Harrisburg Pennsylvania. 

The child was laid to rest on the same day at the Harrisburg Cemetery in Dauphin County. 
34

 

FAG#143864863   
ix

 

 

 

                                                 
vi

 It’s not Harrisburg Cemetery Dauphin County Pennsylvania 
vii

 It’s not Harrisburg Cemetery Dauphin County Pennsylvania 
viii
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iii. Janet L. Garrett, who was born February 2
nd

 1935. She never married. Janet was 72 years old 

when she died November 14
th

 2007 in East Pennsboro Cumberland County. 
35

 

 

When she died, her obituary identified a brother, Gerald Brian, two nieces; Diane Weary and 

Nicole Markham, and a nephew, Robert Garrett 

 

Janet was laid to rest in the Churchville cemetery in Oberlin Dauphin County.  
36

  

FAG#22953212 

 

iv. Gerald Brian Garrett 
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End Notes 

                                                 
1
 Cora A. Graham Name, Birth Date, Place of Birth, and Parents Names: The information came from her 

Pennsylvania Death Certificate # 50752, Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1944; Pennsylvania 

(State). Death certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons);  Records of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. http://www.phmc.state.pa.us. Copy, Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County 

Line Rd, York Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 
 
2
  William Graham (1833-1908) research paper, Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, York 

Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 

 
3
 William Graham’s First Wife, Mary Oliver, Her Parents and Place of Residence: The information 

came from William’s obituary from The Shippensburg Chronicle, Thursday, August 6
th

 1908; 

Shippensburg Historical Society Obituary Collection, Shippensburg Historical Society, 52 West King 

Street Shippensburg, Pennsylvania, 17257. Copy, Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, York 

Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 

 
4
 William Graham’s Other Wife, Mary Allewelt (Abelwalt) Name:  The name of Abelwalt was derived 

from the death certificates of two daughters, Annie Angle (Allewelt) Death Certificate #507502, and 

Cora Geistwhite (Allewelt) Pennsylvania Death Certificate # 507502; Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 

1906-1944; Pennsylvania (State). Death certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons);  Records 

of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. http://www.phmc.state.pa.us. Copy, Taylor-Graham Library, 

479 County Line Rd, York Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 

  
5
 Cora Graham Place of Marriage: The information came from a newspaper article, Marriage licenses at 

Carlisle were issued yesterday to William Wennell, of Harrisburg, and Cora Graham, of Shippensburg; 

and be wed in her home. Telegraph, Last Edition, Harrisburg, PA, Tuesday Evening, June 25, 1895, 

Established 1831, Vol. XIV., No. 151.  
 
6
 Cora Graham and William Wennell Marriage: 1895 Marriage Record 534, Cumberland County 

Orphans’ Court, Register of Wills and Clerk of Orphans' Court, 1 Courthouse Square, Room 102, 

Carlisle, Pennsylvania 17013. Copy, Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, York Springs 

Pennsylvania, 17372 

 
7
 William John Wennell Name, and Birth Date: The information came from his WW I Registration: 

Pennsylvania, York County, Roll: 1927081; Draft Board: 1; United States, Selective Service System. 

World War I Selective Service System Draft Registration Cards, 1917-1918; Washington, D.C.: 

National Archives and Records Administration; M1509, 4,582 rolls.  
 
8
  George Wennell (1847-1875) research paper, Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, York 

Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 

 
9
 Cora Methodist Episcopal Church Offering:  Page 217, The Minutes of the Session of the Central 

Pennsylvania Annual Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, Volumes 36-38 State Library 

Forum Building, 607 South Drive, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania 17120-0600. 

 

 

 



                                                                                                                                                                         
10

 Cora Wennell’s Residence and husband’s name came for the obituaries of her brother and sister. 

 
11

 Cora Wennell’s Residences: U.S. City Directories, Historical Society of Dauphin County, 219 S Front 

Street Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 17104. 

 
12

 John Edward Geistwhite Birth Date, Spouse’s Name, Parents Names: The information came from his 

Pennsylvania Death Certificate #60079, Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1944; Pennsylvania 

(State). Death certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons);  Records of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/; Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, 

York Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 
 
13

 John E. Geistwhite’s 1
st
 Marriage: The information came from his marriage application, Records 

Series: Marriage Records (1885-1929), Application Date: July 8
th

 1899; Marriage Date: July 8
th

 1899; 

Man's Name: John E. Geistwhite; Woman's Name: Minnie E. Smith, Application#11609; Book R, Page 

320; York County Archives, 150 Pleasant Acres Road, York, Pennsylvania 17402  
 
14

 John E. Geistwhite Previous Marriage, Wife’s Name, Death date, and Burial: The information came 

from his wife, Minerva E. Geistwhite’s, Pennsylvania Death Certificate #61261, Pennsylvania, Death 

Certificates, 1906-1944; Pennsylvania (State). Death certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 

cartons);  Records of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical 

and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/; Taylor-Graham 

Library, 479 County Line Rd, York Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 
 
15

 John Edward Geistwhite Life, Marriage, and Death: The information came from his obituary, The 

Harrisburg Patriot-News, extract was provided by, Digital Folder Number: 100759644 , Image Number: 

01238; United States, GenealogyBank Obituaries, 1980-2014, index and images, FamilySearch 

(https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/QVPG-X8X1 : accessed 9 March 2015), J Edward Geistwhite, 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, United States, 22 Feb 1990; from "Recent Newspaper Obituaries (1977 - 

Today)," database, GenealogyBank.com (http://www.genealogybank.com : 2014); citing Patriot-News, 

The, born-digital text. 

 
16

 Lydia Geistwhite Name and Birth Date: The information came from her headstone at the 

Hummelstown Cemetery located in Hummelstown Dauphin County Pennsylvania.   
 
17

 Lydia Geistwhite Marriage, Parents Names, Husband’s Name and Parents Names: Reference ID: 5F 

Vol p 500 , GS Film Number: 21212 , Digital Folder Number: 004455196 , Image Number: 00583; 

Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950, index and images, FamilySearch 

(https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VF9B-ZL5 : accessed 9 March 2015), John Edward Geistwhite 

in entry for William Cawardin Russell and Lydia Ellen Geistwhite, 02 Jul 1937; citing Marriage, 

Pennsylvania, county courthouses, Pennsylvania; FHL microfilm 21,212. 
 
18

 Rosalia Apnes Semmons Birth Date, Place of Birth, Husband’s Name, and Parent’s Names: Death 

Date, and Burial: The information came from her Pennsylvania Death Certificate #90073, Pennsylvania, 

Death Certificates, 1906-1944; Pennsylvania (State). Death certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 

cartons);  Records of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical 

and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/; Taylor-Graham 

Library, 479 County Line Rd, York Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 
 



                                                                                                                                                                         
19

 Rosalia Apnes Semmons Death Date, and Burial: The information came from her Pennsylvania Death 

Certificate #90073, Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1944; Pennsylvania (State). Death 

certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons);  Records of the Pennsylvania Department of 

Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/; Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, York Springs 

Pennsylvania, 17372 
 
20

 William C. Russell Birth Date, Place of Birth, and Parents Names:he information came from his 

Pennsylvania Death Certificate #54909, Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1944; Pennsylvania 

(State). Death certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons);  Records of the Pennsylvania 

Department of Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 

Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/; Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, 

York Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 
 
21

 Lydia Geistwhite Death Date and Burial: The information came from her headstone at the 

Hummelstown Cemetery located in Hummelstown Dauphin County Pennsylvania.   
 
22

 John Edward Geistwhite Death Date, Spouse’s Name, Death Date, and Burials: The information came 

from his Pennsylvania Death Certificate #60079, Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1944; 

Pennsylvania (State). Death certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons);  Records of the 

Pennsylvania Department of Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/; Taylor-Graham Library, 479 

County Line Rd, York Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 
 
23

 Cora A. Graham Death Date, Second Marriage, Burial: The information came from her Pennsylvania 

Death Certificate # 50752, Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1944; Pennsylvania (State). Death 

certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons);  Records of the Pennsylvania Department of 

Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us. Copy, Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, York Springs 

Pennsylvania, 17372 
 
24

 Mary C. Wennell Birth and Death Dates, and Cause of Death: The information came from 

ancestry.com family tree, but there is no actual source citation.  

 
25

 Lillian Ray Wennell Name, Birth and Death Dates, and Cause of Death: The information came from 

ancestry.com family tree, but there is no actual source citation.  

 
26

  Jean M. Wennell Birth: 1900 Cora L. Wennell Census:  Harrisburg Ward 9, Dauphin, Pennsylvania; 

Roll: 1402; Page: 4A; Enumeration District: 0076; FHL microfilm: 1241402; United States of America, 

Bureau of the Census; Twelfth Census of the United States, 1900. Washington, D.C.: National Archives 

and Records Administration, 1900. T623, 1854 rolls. 

 
27

 Jean M. Wennell Birth Date, Place of Birth, Marriage, and Parents Names: The information came 

from her Pennsylvania Death Certificate #50581, Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1944; 

Pennsylvania (State). Death certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons);  Records of the 

Pennsylvania Department of Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum 

Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/; Taylor-Graham Library, 479 

County Line Rd, York Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 

 



                                                                                                                                                                         
28

 Jean M. Wennell-Garrett Death Date, and Burial: The information came from her Pennsylvania Death 

Certificate #50581, Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1944; Pennsylvania (State). Death 

certificates, 1906–1963; Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons);  Records of the Pennsylvania Department of 

Health, Record Group 11; Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us. Copy, Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, York Springs 

Pennsylvania, 17372 

 
29

 Charles Sherman Garrett Birth and Death Date, and Burial: the information came from his headstone 

at the Churchville Cemetery, Oberlin Dauphin County Pennsylvania. 
 
30

 Robert K. Garrett Birth Date: The information came from his social security file; Number: 195-07-

8059; Issue State: Pennsylvania; Issue Date: Before 1951; Social Security Administration; Social 

Security Death Index, Master File; Social Security Administration. 
 
31

 Robert Keen Garrett First Marriage and Divorce: The information came from his marriage 

application; June 1945 Term, Dauphin County Court, File #352; Reference ID: P 264 D6 , GS Film 

Number: 21224 , Digital Folder Number: 004455292 , Image Number: 00462; Pennsylvania, County 

Marriages, 1885-1950, iindex and images, FamilySearch, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VFSJ-

JKP : accessed 7 March 2015), Jean Wennell in entry for Robert Keen Garrett and Lucille Mae Poole, 

30 Nov 1945; citing Marriage, Pennsylvania, county courthouses, Pennsylvania; FHL microfilm 21,224. 

Copy, Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, York Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 
 
32

 Robert Keen Garrett Name, Birth, Parents Names, Marriage, and Wife’s Parents: The information 

came from his marriage application; Reference ID: P 264 D6 , GS Film Number: 21224 , Digital Folder 

Number: 004455292 , Image Number: 00462; Pennsylvania, County Marriages, 1885-1950, iindex and 

images, FamilySearch, https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/VFSJ-JKP : accessed 7 March 2015), Jean 

Wennell in entry for Robert Keen Garrett and Lucille Mae Poole, 30 Nov 1945; citing Marriage, 

Pennsylvania, county courthouses, Pennsylvania; FHL microfilm 21,224. Copy, Taylor-Graham Library, 

479 County Line Rd, York Springs Pennsylvania, 17372 
 
33

 Robert K. Garrett Death Date: The information came from his social security file; Number: 195-07-

8059; Issue State: Pennsylvania; Issue Date: Before 1951; Social Security Administration; Social 

Security Death Index, Master File; Social Security Administration. 
 
34

 Unnamed Male Garrett Baby: The information came from his Pennsylvania Death Certificate #38936, 

Pennsylvania, Death Certificates, 1906-1944; Pennsylvania (State). Death certificates, 1906–1963; 

Series 11.90 (1,905 cartons);  Records of the Pennsylvania Department of Health, Record Group 11; 

Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania. 

http://www.phmc.state.pa.us/; Taylor-Graham Library, 479 County Line Rd, York Springs 

Pennsylvania, 17372 
 
35

 Janet L. Garrett Death and Relatives: The information came from an obituary; Harrisburg Patriot-

News; Affiliate Name: NewsBank, Inc. , Digital Folder Number: 101234399 , Image Number: 01559; 

United States, GenealogyBank Obituaries, 1980-2014," index and images, FamilySearch; 

https://familysearch.org/pal:/MM9.1.1/QVT2-GQTS : accessed 7 March 2015), Gerald Bryen in entry 

for Janet L Garrett, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, United States, 16 Nov 2007; from "Recent Newspaper 

Obituaries (1977 - Today)," database, GenealogyBank.com (http://www.genealogybank.com : 2014); 

citing Patriot-News, The,  
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 Janet L. Garrett Name, and Birth and Death Dates: The information came from her headstone at the 

Churchville Cemetery, Oberlin Dauphin County Pennsylvania. 


